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ECOLOGY

Dr. Jesudas M. Athyal

For the creation waits with eager longing for the reveal-
ing of the children of God; for the creation was sub-
jected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God (Ro-
mans 8. 19 — 22).

While describing the structure of the epistle to the Ro-
mans, Bishop John A. T. Robinson compares its
progress to making a journey by canal where one has
to cross a central ridge which rises gradually from both
coasts. The heights of the epistle are reached in chap-
ter 8, a sustained climax which takes the argument
across the watershed. Up to that point we are going up
the whole time, from that point we are going down. If we
apply another analogy, chapter 8 is the mountain top
experience — the pinnacle. The chapter outlines the fun-
damental Christian principle —a new humanity in Jesus
Christ. It outlines Paul’s basic teaching: At the core of
human existence and in fact, for the whole nature, there
is a deep longing. This longing is to ultimately fulfill the
divine purpose for which we are created. God’s purpose
has been revealed in history in the life and message of
Christ Jesus. In Christ was also inaugurated a new

scheme whereby humanity and the whole creation longs
to rise up to God'’s glory.

Primarily, God through Christ has made us inheritors of
eternal life. Secondly, it is not only we human beings
but the entire creation itself that is longing for “the free-
dom of the glory of the children of God”. Paul argues
here that human salvation is integrally linked with the
redemption of the whole creation. Lastly, Jesus Christ
is the author and finisher of this historical process. Ro-
mans chapter 8 also outlines why such a new law was
required. Human efforts to justify oneself by obeying
God'’s laws ultimately resulted in humanity drifting away
from God'’s purpose into the inherent contradictions of
self-righteousness. No salvation is possible by human
efforts to fulfill God’s commandments. However, Jesus
Christ, through his life, death and resurrection has over-
come the powers of darkness and opened up before us
anew way to God. That is liberation from human sinful-
ness and justification before God.

Creation Waits with Eager Longing

Perhaps no other topic has captured global attention in
the 21%t century as much as the issue of climate change
and global warming. It is well accepted today that the
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earth is heading towards a major — probably irreversible
- form of climate change. Most of such changes, it has
been noted, are human-induced, a result of our modern
lifestyles. The limits of our traditional anthropocentric
worldview are most evident in the ruthlessness with which
we have exploited nature for human ends. A theological
exploration of the ecological crisis assumes crucial sig-
nificance in our times.

In the book of Romans, Paul provides a theological
framework for understanding God’s purpose with regard
to human beings and the entire creation. Chapter 8 dis-
cusses the relation between history and eschatology —
between what is today and what would be tomorrow.
Verses 22 — 24 refer to three types of “groanings” in
history: the groaning of the whole creation that awaits
redemption, of the people who are inheritors of the first
fruits of freedom and of the Holy Spirit. All these
groanings are for the full revelation of God’s people. There
are crucial theological — anthropological — ecological
issues involved here. A close look at this Biblical por-
tion would reveal that all these three different “groanings”
are in fact the groaning of the divine spirit. While the full
revelation of the children of God would happen only at
the end of times, the spirit of God is actively involved
today, prodding history forward to its final destiny. God
is active in history, creating and re-creating nature and
humanity. Out of emptiness, God began the creation
process. All through the evolution of creation, God was
present and active. The humanity God created has the
potential to be the “children of God”. In the process of
creation, it would be difficult to define the stages of ‘cre-
ation out of nothing’ - the various stages. It would be
safe to assume that at all stages of creation, the Spirit
of God was present and active.

With the advent of the human who has the capability to
intellectually respond to the promptings of the Holy
Spirit, the process of creation became an inevitable part
of history. The entry of sin into the world, however, up-
set the process of creation bringing it under the sway of
demonic forces. Humanity itself became subject to self-
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righteousness and inevitable punishment. Even at this
stage, Paul argues, the Spirit of God was present in
history inviting humanity and, through humanity, the cre-
ation to be redeemed and be reconciliation with each
other and with God. Through the chosen people of Is-
rael, God, in stages and in parts, revealed Godself in
history. The promise of the Messiah as liberator was
given to the lost humanity. In Christ Jesus, a new hu-
manity was inaugurated. It is in this long process that
creation and “we ourselves” are groaning for redemption.

Feminist theologians have interpreted the Biblical ac-
count of creation from a historical — theological perspec-
tive. They argue that redemption in such a context need
necessarily take the feminist — ecological angle seri-
ously. According to Lydia Neufeld Harder, women are
united in their “unfreedom” and that it is the contradic-
tions of their present experiences that force them to
struggle for a new vision of the future in which women
will be fully human and fully equal. God intends women
to freely and responsibility participate with God in a new
creation. Feminists also point out the difficulty in identi-
fying the creative activity of God which, they believe, is
largely obscured by a patriarchal and andocentric
worldview. The Genesis account of creation that depicts
women as largely responsible for original sin and the
naming of the Creator as ‘Father’ justify a connection
between human maleness and divine authority. “The
struggle to understand God'’s creative activity must there-
fore begin with the struggle to affirm the creation of women
in the image of God.” In the caste-ridden and patriar-
chal context of India, there is perhaps the need for the
church to develop a contextual interpretation of creation
that addresses the structural injustices in religion and
society.

There is also a close link between ecology and justice
concerns. Itis the poor and the marginalized who often
bear the brunt of the ecological crisis. Studies have shown
that in India more than half of our population that de-
pended directly on natural resources is facing a serious
crisis of survival as these resources get sucked up by
the industrial and urban juggernaut. “A new wave of in-
ternal colonialism is sweeping the country” (Ashish
Kothari). Ecological changes have had catastrophic im-
pacts on indigenous tribes and wild life. Whatever gains
that had been made in the early decades of indepen-
dence at developing an ecologic sensitivity, are today
sought to be undermined by the new changes that seek
to usher India into the era of globalization.

The liberation of nature from sinfulness is closely linked
to the liberation of humanity from sin. There is a close
connection between nature, society and the human be-
ings. The enslavement of the one is connected to the
other, so also their liberation. If humanity is to become
the Kingdom of God, there should be a fundamental trans-
formation with regard to the nature of humanity and of
nature. Science and technology have become the pow-
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erful weapons of humanity in countering the forces of
poverty, oppression and war. We can do good in soci-
ety only if there is a convergence between the purpose
of humanity and the nature of the technological forces.
The redemption of the humanity and of nature needs to
be bound together. For this moment, “the creation waits
with eager longing”.

The ecological vision with the cosmic dimensions of
grace and Christology present in the epistle to the Ro-
mans has enormous contemporary relevance for us. In
Romans 8:19-22, Paul declares that the good earth was
subjected to corruption because of humanity’s sin. The
consequences of the ‘fallen nature’ is evident today
perhaps more than at any other time in the past. Cli-
mate change and global warming have shot to the top
of the world’s political agenda. In September 2007, sci-
entists in the United States reported that the Arctic ice
cap is melting faster than ever thought possible. By
their calculations, 40 per cent of the summer ice cover-
ing the Arctic sea will be gone by 2050. Earlier studies

had predicted that this would not happen for another
century.

More than at any other time in the past, we need today
a proper theology of nature - a theology of “the integrity
of creation”. In the words of Konrad Raiser, there is the
urgent need to develop “a life-centred understanding of
the Oikoumene which embraces all of God’s creation”.
The task of the churches and the ecumenical move-
ment is to recapture the lost Biblical vision which as-
serts that human endeavor outside God’s design will
lead to catastrophic consequences; for, “the earth is
the Lord’s.”

(The writer is Senior Research Associate at the Plural-
ism Project, Harvard University, Massachusetts, USA)

' Lydia Neufeld Harder, Obedience, Suspi-
cion and the Gospel of Mark: A Mennonite — Feminist
Exploration of Biblical Authority (Waterloo, Ont:
Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1998), p. 68
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Where is Thy String
Prof. Anna Verghis

This is a brilliant pectic expression of the existential angst of the ‘empty -nest’ syndrome, the
frustrations, dis illusionment, agony experienced during the five years nursing her bed -ridden
husband and her ardence faith in God, who was the only source of comfort in her turnoils. Her
poems are not just reflections on death and dying but also homage to her alma mater, reflections
on the throw-away culture and greedy willura mind set of the present generation. The inner
secrets of marital bliss, the value of everlasting things, obligations of children, nostalgic
memories of her childhood days and a require for hygiene timed.

4 >

Lifelines from the Cross
M.J.Jacob

Sri.M.J.Jacob’s Lifelines from the Cross, is a distillation of his life-long meditations on the
power and glory of the cross. The book is an in-depth study of the crucification and its
significance for fallen humanity with its focus on the seven words of the Cross. Though a
detailed discussion on the seven words of the cross, the autlor highlights the Cross as the
symbol of the amazing love of God, the centre piicer of salvation and the life line for suffereing
humanity
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