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When Raja Ram Mohan
Roy spoke up against Sati
practice (burning of
« widows),
&2k Halo When Ishwar Chandra
“D[fmm:"ﬁmm " Vidya Sagar tireless

N SN . worked to legalise widow
EQﬁTHﬁ'E}&. m. remarriage,
CIAM ., When Savitri Bai Phule
opened a school for
| nimmm women and untouchables,

Th:z',ur all went against Indian Culture
and the popular notions of morality
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“NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD’ is an ecumenical
magazine owned by a Nava Darshan Trust, a Public Charitable
Trust registered in1999. This periodical, originally started in
1992 as a bimonthly entitled ‘NEW VISION’, has become a
monthly since February 2001. It serves as a forum for exchange

of views and a source of inspiration for enlighted action. This
publication is solely supported by the voluntary donations of its
readers. Your contributions - intellectual and financial - are
most welcome. The Meeting Point (a publication of CISAC,
USA) is currently being published in association with
New Vision.
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“REACHING OUT — SHARING FAITH AND

MEETING SOCIALNEEDS”

= Valson Thampu

Reaching out, or out-reach, is the
genius of the biblical faith. Itis the secret of
its dynamism.

Out-reach is the very nature of God.
Remember how Adam and Eve wentand
hid themselves, after disobeying God?
They would have become ant-hills if God
had not reached out to them! Each time
the Jews reneged and slinked away from
God, he reached out to them. This
‘outreach’ is a natural and necessary
expression of the Creatorship of God. The
Creator, unlike a curator, cannot but reach
out, when any part of Creation is in peril
or decay, just as the Good Shepherd,
unlike the hireling, will reach out to the lost
sheep (Jn. 10).

Incarnation is a historical expression
of this out-reaching-ness of God. Jesus
said clearly and emphatically that he came
to seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10).
Given that that is the quintessential purpose
of his coming into the world, we should
expect that he will sent us out, if we heed
his call and go to him. Itis, indeed, to send
us outthat he calls us to himself. Itis in this
sent-ness that Jesus abides with us most
powerfully (Jn. 15:4).

There are only two models of
leadership in the world. First, leaders who
expect you to go to them. Such people
will make it difficult for you to reach them,
even as they expect you go to them! They
want you to go them, but they do not want
to have you with them. They understand
their importance in terms of this
contradiction. Such leaders show off their
importance or power in terms of their
inhospitality and inaccessibility. This is
inherent in the worldly idea of leadership.
Inthe second model, the leader is marked
by his outreach. He comes! Because he
comes, there is the assurance of
redemption and transformation. The
Nazareth Manifesto (Lk. 4:18) for
example, is ridiculous in respect of the first
model. i. e. the ‘come-to-me, but touch-
me-not’ model.

Imagine a leader of the first model meeting with the woman of Samaria! (Jn.4) First
of all, this is a logical impossibility. But, for the sake of argument, let us assume that such
ameeting can take place. What would be the outcome? The woman, already fallen, will
only be exploited and degraded further. | note this in passing only to underline the
danger hidden in the ‘come-to-me’ model or the anti-outreach model, which is the
reigning model today.

What s the rationale for outreach? Why reach out at all? What is the discipline of
this outreach?

Well, the thief also reaches out! So, not every instance of outreach is spiritually
valid of humanly beneficial. Outreach has to be, as Jesus defines it, ‘like sheep among
wolves’ (Mtt. 10:16). The wolf is a symbol of unilateralism. Outreach, when itis castin
the mold of unilateralism, becomes predatory. The corrupt politician reaches out to the
electorate at the time of election. He is a wolf among lambs. The lamb is the symbolic
opposite of the wolf. Itis, symbolically, mutuality introduced into a world of unilateralism.
The lamb will, hence, be at peril. It risks being ripped apart. But the lamb is, mercifully,
safe against acquiring the nature of the wolf. The outreach of the wolf and the thiefis
marked by aggressive self-interest. They live in a world in which neighbours will be
victims.

You would recall that Jesus, while calling Simon and his brother Andrew, promised
to make them fishers of men’. They were, till then, ‘fishers of fish’. What is the difference
between the two? Fishers of fish work only for their profit. They are, that s, unilateral.
Do their ‘outreach’ results in pain and cruelty. Fishers of men reach out for the sake,
and only for the ultimate good, of his fellow human beings. That is the hallmark of the
Christian outreach.

Itis outreach of this kind that embodies the power and possibilities of the biblical
faith. Though this has many aspects, we shall, for the time being, look at only two of
them: sharing faith and meeting needs.

Sharing faith..................

The strategy of sharing faith is putincomparably well by John, the Evangelist: “the
Word became flesh” (dn. 1:14). Itis inherent in the logic of outreach that the self (even
the Self) changes. The willingness to change is basic to the wholeness of outreach.
Hence itis that Jesus said, “He who wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up
my cross and follow me.” (Mtt. 16: 24). Outreach, without the saving grace of self-
denial, quickly degenerates into the “thief/wolf’ model.

So the Word became flesh. Not that there was anything wrong with the Word!
Even the Word has to change itselfinto something else to be an agent of outreach. If we
are in Christ Jesus, we shall be a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5: 17). Or, we shall be ‘born
again’ (Jn. 3.3). This is the essential precondition for our outreach to be conducive to
sharing the faith. Else, our outreach is likely to discredit the faith.

Our educational institutions, for examples, are embodied outreaches. At leat they
are meant to be. Through them we are in engagement with those outside of our
community. Do they, as of today, share the faith or sear the faith? Why are they, if they
are, stumbling blocks? Isn't it because the discipline and strategy that God himself
accepted are rejected by them? If the salt has lost in saltiness, it is good only to be cast
outand trampled underfoot by others, says Jesus.

If, as the administrator of a Christian institution, | do not deny myself and become
something other than, or more than, ‘an administrator’ as the world understands this
phenomenon, what earthly chance there is that | will share my faith, or may even want
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to share my faith, with anyone? A Christian
Principal is one who is not a stereotypical
Principal, but a missionary. To be a
missionary in the domain of education, |
have to deny myself as Principal. Only
when | deny myself as Principal do |
become a Christian Principal. To be a King
one has to deny oneself. Only the Servant
King can be a true King. All else are
imposters and pretenders. Those who
have ears to hear, let them hear.

The second aspect of sharing faith is
‘dwelling amidst’ or ‘being with’. The Word,
would have fallen short of the model of
‘sharing faith’ even ifit had become flesh,
but did not care to ‘dwell in the midst’ of
people. “Abide in me, and | in you,” says
Jesus (In. 15:4). This is an area of
crippling weakness for us at the present
time. On the social plane, we live, mostly,
self-exiled. We are notin engagement with
the world around us. We marginalize
ourselves. Experientially, we live
compartmentalized. Our professional life
and our faith life are poles apart. Our week
days mock our Sundays! What governs
one is irrelevant, even incompatible with
the other. We are split-personalities and
there is, alas, no wholeness in us! How,
then, can we share faith? We cannot
‘have’ faith, much less ‘share’ faith!

The third aspect puts the spotlight on
who we are, or how others experience
us. We need to live in their midst “full of
grace and truth”. Grace is that God-given
quality in you which enables others to be
reminded of the presence and authority
of God in interacting with you. Showing
the other cheek, for instance, is an
expression of this grace. Staying focused
on the purpose God has for us in calling
us and sending us out —being good and
faithful servants- is an aspect of this grace.
How we deal with difficult situations,
including trials and tribulations (Mtt.5: 11,
12), proves this grace.

Sharing faith is not a walk in the park!
It cannot be done with human abilities or
enthusiasm alone. It has to be a shared
labour. In sharing faith we are partners
with Christ. This makes us a new Creation.
[timbues us with grace and truth. It enables
us to abide with people, with even the
difficult ones. It enables us to endure.
Endurance is the key to effectiveness. He
who endures to the end, says Jesus, will
be saved. He will be saved from futility
and fruitlessness.

Sharing faith is not a matter of
Crusades and conventions! Remember
what St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach
by all means; use words, if necessary.”
The simplest, and the most effective way
of sharing is, in the words of Jesus, “Come
and see”. This is a far cry from the
predicament of Adam and Eve, who went
into hiding! Where do we stand today?
Are we in a position to say to people at
large, “Come and see!”? Or, do we have
to go and hide and our heads in the bush
of hypocrisy and playacting?

Meeting needs...................

What most people rarely realize is
that meeting needs is the measure of our
relevance. The needs all around us are
pregnant with opportunities! They
comprise the matrix of our relevance. If
we do not, or cannot, respond to needs,
are we not irrelevant? The fig tree sans
fruit, that Jesus cursed? But to see and to
respond to the needs of others, we have
to bridle our desires, or overcome our
covetousness. That is why the Ten
Commandments  contain  the
Commandment, “You shall not covet”.
Covetousness, on the one hand,
degrades us into wolves or thieves and,
on the other, makes us blind to the needs
of others. We remain so obsessed with
our own wants and desires that are cruelly
unmindful of the needs of others (cf. The
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats).

Clarity on the difference between
needs and desires is basic to the discipline
of being sent out in outreach. If we are not
spiritually educated on this distinction, we
will be no better, our good intentions
notwithstanding, than ‘fishers of fish’. We
may meet ‘needs’ if you like; but they will
only be our own needs; or what we think
are our needs, which may not be needs
atall. How much land, Count Leo Tolstoy
asks through a short story, does a man
need? Enough to enable him to work and
live?Or enough to make him collapse and
die?Remember the Rich Fool?

God has placed us in a world of
needs. And what is more, we live in a
world that denies needs and pursues
desires murderously. There is mounting
confusion everywhere on this count. Take
anillustrative example. Most people covet
power: the reason why we have
kissakursika. What we need is not ‘power’
but ‘strength’. Jesus was strong,
awesomely strong; but he was powerless.

(Characteristically this was lost on those
who mocked the Crucified. They were
blind to his strength. They clamoured for
a display of power!) Power and strength
seem, in this contrary world of ours, to be
incompatible. Either you have power or
you have strength. Power belongs to the
order of Mammon and strength comes from
the Lord. Strength is inner. Power is
derived from external sources, means and
institutions. What stands us in good stead
is strength. The Holy Spiritis strength of
that kind: the strength that transforms
adversity into an advantage, pain into a
profit, crisis into an opportunity.

Any takers for strength?

One of the basic needs that we have
is the need to understand our needs
aright. This is discernment. Consider the
parable of the Lost Son. He thought he
needed the licentious, riotous freedom of
the ‘far country’. He learns the hard way
thatitis the love of a father that he needs.
There is really no point in busying
ourselves with meeting needs if we are
not spiritually educated about what the
‘needs’ are and we do not share that ‘faith
insight’ with others. That is why Jesus
gave the mandate to his disciples, as he
sent them out on their mission, to “preach
and heal” (Mtt. 10: 7,8). Prophetic
preaching sets people free from their
slavery to the pattern of the world which is
driven by the multiplication of desires and
wants. The ‘pattern’ of the world is the
substitution of needs with desires.

All' human beings have a
fundamental need for God. Man cannot
live by bread alone. But we cannot live
without bread either. Hence Jesus’
instruction, “Give them something to eat”.
Consider the profundity of this situation. It
is the Living Bread, the Bread of Eternal
Life that says, “Give them something to
eat’! Itis this balance between the eternal
and the temporal, the spiritual and the
material, the worldly and the other worldly,
the intimate and the ultimate that we need.
Nothing less will do.

Remember Jesus on the Jericho
road? He stops to ask the blind man,
Bartimaeus, “What s it that you want me to
do foryou?” Whatis it, in other words, that
you need? Thank God, he was not
confused. “Rabbi,” he cried out, “l want to
see!” We have a need to have our eyes
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opened. Everyone! If only Christian education were to resultin opening the eyes of
the blind!

Itis not —pray don’t get me wrong- that material needs do not matter. They do.
But material needs abound in the scope for misunderstanding. Take your ubiquitous
cell phones. How often should you change your model? And how expensive need
your phones be? Ifitis to meet your need to communicate?

Is it, really?

What is your need? Is it to communicate? Or is it to afford a vague feel-good-
factor? Or, to show off?Or, to keep up with the Joneses? Or, is it to play mischief? If
itis to communicate, is it necessary to invest in newer and more jazzy phones? Isn't
it more important to develop yourself so that you ‘have something to say’ when you
use the phone? To become a person whose communication will enrich others?
How will catching up with the latest model in the market help in this respect? What s
the use in having the best communication instrument when you have really nothing
worthwhile to communicate?

Itis through outreach that we learn to critique our needs and to discover the
needs of others. This has a liberating effect on us. Often we remain grumpy just
because we do not know the realities of the world we live in. We are like the boy in
a poem from yester years who kept crying because the pair of shoes his dad
bought for him was not to his liking, until a beggar came along who had only one leg
to stand on. Seeing him boy stopped crying! That is the power, if you like, of the
beggar’s outreach. How does it matter that it is accidental? The beggar ministered

to the boy’s need better than his father did. Isn't this splendid irony?
How can we meet people’s needs, for God'’s sake, when we are so confused

about our own needs?

Hence itis that Jesus exhorted his disciples, “Watch and pray!”

The Author is the Principal of St. Stephen’s College and he can be reached on

his email id vthampu@gmail.com
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Spread The Word... Get Online!

-Adv. John Joseph Nalloor

Itis said that Facebook is the third largest ‘country’ in the world with 1.15 billion
monthly active users as of June 2013 only behind China and India. Social Media is a
phenomenon that has not only changed the way the world communicates but has also
become a tool of establishing online identities of individuals and organisations.

Churches in India, however, are still unable to optimise this highly popular platform
to engage with and galvanise their youth. Ironically, it was The Bible that heralded a
communication revolution way back in 1455.

Whenever students around the world learn about the Gutenberg printing press,
they learn the Bible was the first printed book. Irrespective of country, religion or
language, many people still use the Bible as a text book to learn a language, its
grammar, prose and rhyme. The printed Bible marked a historic moment when ordinary
people could dream of having his or her own copy of the Bible. Prior to the printing
press, copies of the Bible were hand written by learned scholars who spent their
whole lives at monasteries and seminaries. The Bible also came to be known as the
book most sold in all times.

However, the last half century has been one of great change in technology and
mediums of communication. The printing press gave way to other mediums, more
noticeably the Internet. People and offices around the world now aim for a paperless
environment. Newspapers, banking, travel, billing, books and mails are fast embracing
the paperless medium of the Internet to provide accurate real time services.

The revolution in communication technology seems to have left sections of the
churches in India far behind, including the ecumenical churches in Kerala. With its
keen emphasis on education and information, our church today finds itself lacking a
purposeful or visionary focus on how to use the Internet and Social Media to reach out
to its members. Itis often with despair that church elders and authorities blame the rise
of social media networking, online chats and smart phones for low attendance and lack
of interest amongst the church youth.

Yet, very few Indian churches have invested or developed a specialized department
of communications to understand, invest and harness the power of New Media. Effective
communication is all about knowing your audiences and reaching out to them using
their medium.

Many India/Kerala based churches have evolved into global churches with
parishes around the world. Church members, in their daily lives, use the latest
communication technology available today on mobile phones, laptops and tablets.
Hundreds of millions of people around the world communicate, send emails, photos,
videos, music and share documents online yet there is a void when it comes to church-
related content.

The official websites of one or two Kerala based churches are a positive step in
bridging the communication gap. However, websites of several Churches / parishes
are not updated or many simply do not have one, emails are defunct and information
incorrect. Alarge number of the Church authorities, priests and administrators do not
have working emails. This is a sad reflection of the apathetic outlook of the Church on
using new media.

It is common knowledge that today’s technology and the Internet allows the
Church to disseminate messages and information to all its members anywhere in the

i3 QflaB GaNOAB og) & 21e@ilows” GRIGBAD’
02 2014

world ata moment’s notice with minimal
costs. Church magazines, publications and
notices can be sent online to thousands of
people practically anywhere. It also allows
the rise of a communication channel
through which members can respond to
the Church locally, regionally and
internationally. Existing church related
contentand groups are largely initiatives
of individuals or parishes at a local level.

The Church can no longer ignore
New Media and does so at the risk of
alienating and losing younger and
diaspora members, who feel left out of the
Church’s current traditional and slow
evolving communication methodology. It
is high time the Church adopts a holistic
communication policy to revamp the
existing system to reach out to the younger
generation who are habitual users of the
Internet and New Media and more
importantly future members of the Church.
The Vatican, Anglican Church and even
various evangelical churches have
realized this reality. They not only have
updated websites, dedicated radio and TV
channels, but are also increasingly active
on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Flickr,
Google Hangout etc.

Noted communications theorist
Marshall McLuhan once stated: “Control
over change would seem to consist in
moving not with it but ahead of it.
Anticipation gives the power to deflect and
control force.”

Adv. John Joseph Nalloor (member
of Kuriannoor Mar Thoma Parish) is an
author and the editor of
www.nalloorlibrary.com, an online
portal that hosts articles on church history
and biographies of Evangelists, Church
Leaders and other Christian luminaries.
He can be contacted at
advocatenalloor@gmail.com
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4. | am a subscriber of New Vision Magazine. The articles appearing in the
magazine are really praiseworthy as it gives serves as an open platform to share
the views and thoughts on many biblical issues without considering any denomi-
national boundaries. More topics of social concern may be considered like the
recent articles on Gadgil Committee Reports, Air Port issues etc. May the Lord
Almighty takes this noble venture to new heights.
Abraham Thomas, Padivattom, Kochi
5. In response to my article in Feb. Issue of Newvision,titled A freshlook at the
reformation in Marthoma church,there were some response reactions, questioning
the biblical correctness of a statement of mine.In my article, | wrote that the teachings
of great christians must have place in the bible.In fact | didnot mean that these
have to be added physically to the bible, which is obviously an impracticable
proposition.Mine was a symbolic expression to suggest that we must strive to see
that our lives become an extension of the Book of Acts. That was what PCGeorgeSir
meant and that was what | tried to express.| did not intend to question the sanctity
of the bible or hurt the feelings of the true believers.
Dr.Abraham Varghese, Rtd. Professor, CMC Vellore
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6. The article "Beautiful old age" by Dr.
Mathew Thriyan of March 2014, with
examples of three personalities drawing
the conclusion that "attitude" played the
key role in their divergent pattern of life
was an eye-opener. If we put half a
glass of water and asked 100 people,
how you see, 90% will say " half empty,
and only 10% will say half full".  That
shows their outlook of life and the clear-
cut attitude of life."Our attitude
determines our altitude". There is no
scientific chemical laboratory test to
prove precisely, how the positive
thinkers are great achievers in life;
whereas the negative thinkers are
failures in life. | have watched many
people who were affected with the
chronic malady of negativism in
everything, and they all got sick early
in life, suffered more agony through
unexpected events in life.We need to
try in every way possible, those
people,  especially the young
generation who are negative-minded
to be positive-minded.  If they appear
for an interview with the negative
thought that they are not going to get
hired, it will show up in their face
because face is the mirror of the heart;
and the job can be slipped very easily
by the depressed face of the candidate.
The U.S. Consul in Madras in 1970 was
quite notorious for refusing visas to the
students. On that day when | went to
get my visa in December, about 15
students from various Southern states
of India were sitting and sweating,
some of them began to utter " | won't
get the visa". | asked them straight,
then why did you come to get the visa?
| was the third went to get the visa and
the first person got the visa which was
amiracle. Everytime, when a negative
thought of refusal bombarded me, |
said "in JESUS's name, | will get my
visa today".  With GOD all things are
possible.
Mr.A.S Mathew, Ringgold, GA
30736, USA
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Zachariah Thomas,Mckinney,Texas, U.S.A.
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13. The exemplary article of Dr. M. Mani Chacko " The Queue-A symbol of
Emerging Christianity in China" was very interesting.Are we faced with the day
as written in Joel 2:28 " And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all the people,
Your sons and daughters will prophecy, your old men will dream dreams, your
young men will see visions". The last paragraph of the article " GOD indeed at
work in China. It is estimated that China would become one of the largest Christian
nations in the world in the next two decades" will be a reality.
A. S. Mathew

Recently, when | visited a house, the Dad asked his children to

clear their theological doubts with Achen Uncle. Immediately,

the 5th Std Kid asked, “Achen uncle, we pray to God...but Jesus

also prayed....To whom did Jesus pray if He Himself was God.”

| knew the question was a difficult one and could be answered

only by explaining one of the toughest topics in Christian

Theology....THE TRINITY. Anyway, | thought to explain in a

language he could understand. | said, “Mone, it is ALMOST like

three states of water - Vapour, Water & Ice. They are same but

different states. So is Father, Son and Holy Spirit...etc etc.”

And | thought | had clarified his doubt. He too seem to have

been very happy.

Then the mother asked, “Mone, you got it now?”

He said “YES”

Mother asked “What?”

And he said, “That God is WATER VAPOUR”

O ...My Day! That day | realized how much poor a theological
Rev.Viju Varghese Eapen
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one MBA

BRANCH OUT
Multiple TO GROW IN
career options YOUR CAREER

Applications are invited for

MBA 2014-16 Batch

KBS is instituted by Mar Thoma Educational Society and promoted by leading
professionals and industrialists in Kerala. The institution is located at the vicinity
of Infopark and Sman City, Kochi and is logistically well connected.

e Well gqualified, experienced and committed faculty e Regular interaction with
business leaders =« All Specialisations available as per MG University curiculum
e Excellent Placement support e Value added courses in specialised areas e Hostel
facilities available for girls & boys.

Scholarships for deserving and meritorious students

Rev. Abey T Mammen Dr.Frandis Cherunilam M4, MEBA, DDP PhD
Manager, Director
Conract immediarely for admission:

Mar Thoma School of Management Studies

(A Sister Institution of Mar Thoma Public School)
Kakkanad, Kochi - 682030, Ph: 0484 2428558, 2428228, 08129288555
Fax: 0484 2428558, Email: admissions@kochibusinessschool.acin

www.kochibusinessschool.ac.in
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