Annual Subscription ; Rs. 178

FOR A ﬁLAHEIHE WORLD

algimnladd AlRa&I5IN CaRSMENIMAIMe DM milElgs]
| &1 emals)&mIEM. RITIMEIe, MIAIRIEMYNTo,

S2MT APIRIQEMN MiS:Linle (RSM2IEIM]).
- SMLI. SRMMIME 880

e mydgpereae. mrsamym miwlslgeam anibol nikkimilay
| ool mmkee) ajmnoel mideqelal snow] memoaal nimil
S0)&0]e WMasamml @erae fa@als alangdol 2306w

RalOmeadid aa) maomils mernily Wmpeedmemid........
-amimi as. Ol emami

aPMIMILYe @RMM] A)MOD ©RNGOMIMENI &Has
HANSH alNWINDM MM alOlgl). eSS GRMINIR)
SEBHAIMo S alETOISIR).

~ [Eemdye Melw ajmieMm

CSl is moving towards
a borderless Church

Most ﬁe v.Dr. G. Dyvasirvadam Rev.Dr.D.R.Sadananda




Rodemmomd M3NIleWR (alMol) Monglo
125-90 oA (oJOImlwlewono

mlerug) 2idemmim) Mnlewd (Mol MUeraimilam 125- 2007 aidsla [olmlul ewine
mRilum emiami aid miadlewim (palmiesldwes mRaesnuiol amalieud 20- o oo
mil@yrugy, emaj emam’ axiemmin) ~gglaloiois] msm). mognileeds e~oil-Hmamla mijniles
000 Elnleaiaoan axed melknoiamale Ssaaom e e I06mBImI ao|h]
gl TR a6 MUEMmLe MIa). 00, CRL.SRIMUAT AIMISDM WM aMiete MMM gld. mugnd
Cladl [alMotMoralmmlen id-la oleaisle 36 €ISl 75 AlS#e G]DIOS muen faeinl |
SENHSJ0 o IMIEWINs @RetTiHElg)]. NEENS SamjeaNORk MM ameaamms ko aDe)

e 21]0MaSR1EI0 Nl ek adeiml (Emond amasil), @MY fiflanle angplen)ge (ea |
fe amiasil, onailmy udelmd (memie amasd) o endd] deld ((Sa038) por I
mEge emiElad andloleaesd mE allgalmiol, s sl admsond, nnl.«l.aen.2xmg, |
ool esamman udeind, @eno. emam’ emm, 23m3 Slafiiianle, |alal.Gd AXTISDOEEIS],
2 EReET (NG SMARETINS1ENaS]

sl cugy ol cEded adeind
220814 RN TG

ﬂll-

Rev, George Yarghese Raju Abraham Rev. Binu Yarghese Advy. Roy Philip



“NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD’ is an ecumenical
magazine owned by a Nava Darshan Trust, a Public Charitable
Trust registered in1999. This periodical, originally started in
1992 as a himonthly entitled ‘NEW VISION’, has become a
monthly since February 2001. It serves as a forum for exchange
of views and a source of inspiration for enlighted action. This

publication is solely supported by the voluntary donations of its
readers. Your contributions - intellectual and financial - are
most welcome. The Meeting Point (a publication of CISAC,
USA) is currently being published in association with
New Vision.
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Basic Christian (Ecclesial) Community;
Socio-economic, Ecological and
Ecclesial-Development (SEEDs)

The Most Rev. Dr. G. Dyvasirvadam
(Moderator, CSl)

The first ecumenical international missionary conference of 1910 at Edinburough
remains both as model and motivation to the churches, mission agencies and the
groups of the frontiers of mission. The message and reflections of the same was
reiterated in the series of the consultations of the World Councils of Churches, leading
to common witness. The central theme of the churches mission being the proclamation
of hope for the world, discovered in God through Jesus Christ in the midst of a world,
torn by violence, fragmentation and destruction of community. The relevance of the
Gospel is still realized in equipping the local congregations towards empowerment and
selfhood. The increasingly pluralistic societies demand and necessitate a constructive
and concrete responsible ecumenical and ecclesiastical relationship in mission. They
are undergirded with the purpose ((a)authentic witness within each culture
(b) Gospel and identity in each community (c) empowerment of local congregation in
the midst of broken and pluralist societies (d) one Gospel yet diverse expressions.

The local congregations, the Basic Ecclesial Communities are to be found as
powerful symbols for liberations that becomes as the channels of God's grace and the
transforming power of the Gospel. The Basic Ecclesial Communities are the crucial
hermeneutic for the witness to the one hope in Jesus Christ. The purpose of my
presentation is to raise the concerns to recapture the need for the Socio-economic,
Ecological and Ecclesial-Development (SEEDs) of the Basic Christian Community.

Church is the “people of God” (1 Pet 2; 10, Titus 2:14). The New Testament
as per the Pauline understanding ‘the church is the body of Christ, Christ’s presence
on earth (Col 1:18, 24: 2; 19, Eph 1:23,; 2:16; 5:23,, 30). Eventually with the
proclamation of the Gospel the non-Jewish people have added to the chosen people
of God. The mission of the church has expanded the boarders to peoples and nations
as new creation (Eph 2:11 ff). Kim Yong Boch underlined Markan Ochlos as the
people of God, those who are neglected, voiceless, exploited, beleaguered, wounded
and who do not have any identity. Minzung, dalits and the like form the body of Christ
as “concrete historical community”, in the imperfection and insignificance of her
appearance.

Hitherto the church enjoyed the spiritual image as “God-ordained organism”,
a communio-santurum (Rom 1:7, | Cor I:2, Il Cor 1:1, Eph 1:1). But 2000 years
existence of the church is not bound or conditioned by any captivity or limitations but
breaks the barriers towards building “borderless communities” in nature longing for
koinonia with God, creation and neighbours without any subordination to each one
complementing the fullness of life and towards weaving the web of life. Itis in this context
asocial engagement becomes the means for cultivating new humanity, cultura-humanum
found in Jesus Christ.

This not only exists as borderless community but also removes the barrier
between the communities. The church is called to engage not only with other cultures
and religions but with neighbours discovered at the margins of human culture. There
is a need of shift from centre to peripheries. Itis not shifting the balance of power but to
translate and enable the furtherance of justice and peace thatis accessible to all. This
facilitates the people “to participate in the life activity and deserve the sharing” the web
of life. This is not to create an alternative community but a borderless community. Which
means, that this process will find its origin in the life ministry of Jesus (sitz-im-leben
jesu), who unraveled the Kingdom of God.

Social-economic facets of the Church:

The globalization brought besides the comfort and luxury to the human
communities but also distanced the poor from both agriculture and market economy.

CSl is moving

towards
a borderless
Church

(Rev.Dr.Daniel Ratnakar Sadananda,
General Secretary of Church of

South India, explaining the

uniqueness, new projects and

programmes of CSI Synod.

CSl after 67 years- looking back

A pilgrimage towards oneness
Call to redefine community’s
identity

Call to practice radical hospitality
of welcoming and accepting one
another

Call to create space where there
is none.

Strength of CSI

22 Dioceses spread out over 5
states and 1 union territory

4 million people

15,000 congregations

3500 pastors (5.5% women)
2700 missionaries

58 Degree colleges

199 Junior colleges

170 High Schools

1780 Primary Schools

55 Professional Institutions and
Colleges (Engineering)

220 Boarding homes & hostels

35 Institutes for Physically
Challenged Persons

57 Hospitals

1 Medical College

1 Dental College
25 Nursing Schools

20 Paramedical
Institutes

Training

Synod Departments

Pastoral concerns
Diaconal concerns
Mission and Evangelism

Ecumenical Relations and
Ecological Concerns
Communication
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The poor remained as spectators and victims of imbalance of resources. One of the o \Women'’s fellowship
striking features is the reduction of employment either by way of infroducingthe modern ¢ ¢SJ-EMS Liaison Office
technology in the field of agriculture or by structural adjustment resulting in shrinking or New Proiects of CS|
loss of jobs and labour, who are the main communities in India (in particular to Church ew |t01ec S0
of South India). This pathetic situation generated poverty in the rural areaswhoare ~~ CSI Life Support Fund- for
unable to pay back the bank loans resulted in loss of properties and houses and lives. ~ different programmes of CSI
Church of South India is predominantly a church in the rural setting. 87% of herfour e Celebration of Pentecost Sunday
million members live in the villages. With the middle and upper classes accepting as Life Sunday
consumerism leaves pover}y aIIevia.tion as .ideology anda myth. Povgrty”by itself is e CSI will launch the CSI Life
not a monster to scare, but “poverty in loneliness leaves one in desolation”. o
; a s " Support Fund Campaign in all
While the poor suffer, women among them are “thrice alienated”. They become ; .
: . . dioceses starting from Easter
the secondary earner and remain unemployed with no economic independence, who
. o . . L : Sunday
constitutes the majority of worshippers in the rural church. Malnutrition is the major
problem on the village scenario. By which, the situation looks grim. The smallshop ¢ The Offertory of all CSI Churches

keepers do not get any more buyers and therefore it becomes a monopoly of the on Pentecost Sunday will be

sophisticated private sector like Reliance, Spenser and attractive malls. Church thus earmarked for the CSI Life

remains a silent spectator unable to face the challenge that this new economy brought Support Fund.

in as she is not prepared either to enable her members who predominantly come from o Inthe month of June all those who

economically deprived background or encourage with any micro-credit facilities to work in the Church of South India

strengthen the grass root economy. Insitutions across all Dioceses wil
Church and ecological intervention: contribute one day’s salary to the
“Justice” is found not only in the unjust economic systemin the context of globalization CSl Life Support Fund

but also in the wake of threat to the nature and creation. There has been a growing
“‘unfaithfulness in the stewardship” of human beings. The sustainability of life is always
dependent on the constant relationship between human and nature as co-sharers of . . .
life bestowed by God. There has been a crisis in preserving the environmentalintegrity ~ ®  Tofoster friendship, closer unity,

CSlI Inter-diocesan Partnership
Programme

in and around the life of the church. The life of dalits and tribal already has been inter-cultural exchange between
subjected to social and cultural oppression for generations and are facing new threats the dioceses.

to their existence in terms of destruction of natural environment. The selfish and profit e Exchange of ideas, learning
oriented capitalists cause a big damage to the life of the communities the innumerable from one another, growing
number of pharmaceutical companies, chemical factories and deforestation resulted in together in fellowship To plan
decay and deterioration of purity of water, air and ultimately the life. Exploitation has small programmes, social actions
been furthered by meeting injustice on the small farmers, fisher folk and agricultural in order to strengthen Christian
labours, reducing the life of the remote but vibrant people to nothing. The church failed witness

in extending the mission to God’s cosmos. Itis no mere coincidence that the root word
oikos is the same for ecology, economy and ecumenism. The church is bound to
preserve God given living space, which is enjoyed by all humans. At the World
Convocation of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Ecology that met at Seoul, Churches . .
are called to recommit and re-covenant together to renounce ‘all idols of wealth, power ~ ®  Eachdiocese will have exchange

e Each Diocese will form a ‘CSlI
Inter- Diocesan Partnership
Committee’

race and gender superiority and security which cause people to suffer and the earth visits at Sunday School, Youth,
to be dominated, plundered and destroyed’. Further they committed to build a just Women'’s fellowship, Senior
economic order on local to international level. Ecologically oriented mission has Citizens' fellowship levels

expression as a commitment to a set of values that are holistic and humane. The e 3 major, urban congregations of
church thus is encouraged to prioritize the grass-root communities that find their existence one diocese will have direct
in and around the church. partnerships with three smaller,
Partnership an ecumenical and ecclesial exercise of faith: rural congregations of the other

The pilgrim journey of the church has transformed the local congregation as diocese

visible and hermeneutical community. The church is not just bearer of a chosen message
butit's a community of men and women who are called, by way of this community, into
anew social order (Eph 2:3). Because of the nature of the church, it establishes an
alternative social order, the church itself becomes a missionary message, the keragma.

The three functions of the churchi.e. witness (marturia), service (diaconia) then )
community (koinonia) make the church an ecclesia. The Gospel does not restrict the » Dioceses can also explore

e Each diocese will chose 3 major,
urban congregations with 3
smaller, rural congregations and
vice-versa

churches’ from engaging in different spheres of life. By doing so the prophetic role of partnerships at the Diocesan
the church is fully realized. The basic ecclesial community is called to give one witness Institutional levels
from the grass-root experience with the grass-root level people despite the diversity. CSI - SEVA Social

Thus the local congregation builds bridges with the dominant cultures of power and Empowerment - a Vision in Action
hierarchies on one hand and “culture of silence” at every generation on the other
hand, particularly the local congregation, - marking yet another step with the journey
which the church began on the day of Pentecost. Looking towards the transformation

¢ Diaconia practices the kenosis,
the self-empyting as well as the
servanthood of Christ.
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of the ‘basic ecclesial communities’; that is the eschatological hope of the Gospel.

Basic ecclesial community as peace-making community:

The 8" Assembly of the World Council of Church (WCC) in Harare declared the
first decade of the 21 Century a “Decade to Overcome Violence” (DOV). This initiation
of WCC was rooted deeply in the strong will of churches. This movement did not stop
at Porto-alegre 9™ Assembly or at Busan in 10" Assembly. The biblical ethos on the
Sermon on the Mount; “blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the
children of God” (Math 5). The church still is called from the grass-root level ecclesiology
and ecumenism to build the bonds of reconciliation. The church must openly deny
violence towards building a “culture of peace”. The rape of the little children, throwing
the acid on the young girls, the violent fractionism from village to city culture — give
suspicion of lack of spirituality and worship, pastoral care and ethics in the base
communities. The Eucharist is a sacrament for the strengthening and healing of a
broken community. Unless the body of Christ broken, there is no proclamation of God
and the Gospel. The Eucharist presence is a continuing challenge in search for
appropriate correlative reconciliation in social-economic and ecclesial ecological life.

The Church of South India understands the undergirding needs of accountability
and distributive justice. Finally CSI seeks a partnership into a borderless community
that would give values of new humanity towards experience the tenet of CSI; greater
peace, closer fellowship and fuller life in Christ.

A paradigm shift of CSI, Reach out to the borderless communities
Ten Resolutions.

1. Identify ourselves with people of other faith who have the common goal of
alleviating poverty and in equality weaving the web of life.

2. The local congregations to be made aware that they are not for their own
congregations but for the whole community that is to understand itself as
borderless churches to make an impactin the society.

3. we the partners in the vineyard of God solemnly re affirm and renew our
commitment to the socio economic ecological and ecclesial development
(SEEDS) by dedicating ourselves to empower the local congregations for
authentic and power- filled withess among the broken and alienated people in
pluralist societies, joining hands with all people of god wherever they are and
whoever they are.

4. we commit ourselves to passionately manifest the invigorative spirit of God
through building churches in villages and the lives of the people so that we
may unitedly grow by mutually enriching each other in our endeavor of
transformation task that God has entrusted with us.

5. God'’s partiality towards the poor and the marginalized, translated in
SEVA,SEEDS, PYAAR, TEMPLE and AIKYATHA isto be taken to the local
churches.

6. Campaign for Girl child should be translated in practical terms by way of
circulating brochures, awareness campaigns, rallies, education and setting a
Sunday for Girl child. All these documents should be made available in all the
diocesan headquarters.

7. Food for all - the modalities as to how to collect, who are the recipients, how
the distribution takes place needs to be worked at the local level.

8. YAAAawareness campaigns, retreats, identifying the youngsters for counselling
etc. to be worked out in the local levels. Local pastors should be available to
theses youngsters and the confidentiality to be maintained by leaders of the
church.

9. We affirm that Partnership is the consequence of our Koinonia, encouraging
and inspiring, sharing and growing together to fulfill God's Mission in pluralistic
India. To practice transparency and accountability at all levels Justice and
peace and life in all its fullness for all is the goal of our partnership.

@. Justice and peace and life in all its fullness for all is the goal of our partnershi;y

e Diaconal ministry could be a place
of refuge and shelter, where
people receive unconditional
hospitality to overcome the forces
of exclusion, violence and injustice.

e |twould empower the suffering and
the poor communities and help
them experience the presence of
the God of justice and peace with
them.

e |t would support for projects that
strive for the empowerment of
women, youth, children,
marginalized and underprivileged
in the community.

SEEDs Socio-economic-Ecological
and Ecclesial Development.
SEEDs will be sown in love
(PYAAR)

PYAAR - Prayer, Yearning,
Agenda, Action and Review

e Prayer - Reading and reflecting
on the Scriptures

e Yearning - listening to long,
elaborate narratives/ stories of the
people, their hopes and aspirations

e Agenda- Priorities
e Action — Implementation and
Engagement

e Review - Resurrection and
Transformation

TEMPLE- Transformational
Empowerment for Missio-Pastoral
Leadership Education

AIKYATHA- a programme for women
empowerment

Administrative Reforms

o Towards smaller dioceses

e Bifurcation committee in action

e Transparency and accountability
Unique vision of CSI

e Towards inclusive communities

¢ Youth Empowerment

o Coalition for Mother Earth Church’s
ecological responsibility

e Towards borderless Church-
Discovering and recognizing Christ
among the people of living faiths
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(Social Responsibility : A Christian Prespective)
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