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‘NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD’ is an ecumenical maga-
zine owned by Nava Darshan Trust, a public charitable Trust
registered in 1999. This periodical, originally started in 1992 as a
bimonthly entitled ‘NEW VISION’, has become a monthly since
February 2001. It serves as a forum for exchange of views and

a source of inspiration for enlightened action. This publication is
solely supported by the voluntary donations of its readers. Your
contributions - intellectual and financial - are most welcome
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Bishop Benjamin:
A MAN OF PRAYER

| consider it a great privilege
to pen this tribute to the late Rt Rev
T B Benjamin, my mentor and advi-
sor for the last two decades. My as-
sociation with him started in 1989
when | returned from overseas ser-
vices. It is indeed an honour to be
considered a member of Bishop’s
household ever since, and that per-
sonal relationship was maintained
till the very end.

Bishop Benjamin encour-
aged and helped me to write four
Church history books, the first two
on Church of South India, the third
on Worldwide Christianity and fourth
on Indian Christianity. He wrote
Foreword to my first book. “Church
of South India: Negotiations toward
Union (1919-1947)” and | dedicated
the third to that great man. My
greatest satisfaction is that | was
privileged to be the editor of
festschrift volume, “In the Footsteps
of His Master” in which nearly two
dozen personalities shared their trib-
utes to him.

Bishop Benjamin was a
man of prayer. He spent hours on
end at night in prayer with his Lord;
he took counsel from his Master. It
was his practice to seek guidance
in all matters concerning his work.
During his pastoral ministry from
1913 to 1959 the diocese had
placed him where there were acute
administrative problems as in the
case of his ministry in Trivandrum.
He was not spared of conflicting is-
sues during his Episcopal ministry
(1960-1977) in the North Kerala Dio-
cese. In all decision making pro-
cesses he sought strength through
his prayer only. Once the prayers
ended he would decide the course
of action to be taken. From then on,
there was no turning back (as Gracy
Kochamma tells).

Bishop’s prayers were
mainly centred on the Church — bish-
ops, presbyters, church workers and
laity. Another area of concern was
the Mission of the Church . This was
clearly seen even after his retire-
ment from active service. During the
last year or so when he could not
devote much time to reading and
writing he spent most of his time in
prayer alone. It is a strange coinci-
dence that during certain months his
prayers were centred mainly for cer-
tain subjects. For example, Septem-
ber was devoted to CSI: its dioceses,
bishops, presbyters, church work-
ers and mission fields (by name).
February was specially designated
to Maramon Convention: its speak-
ers, translators, choir, audience,
organisation and so on.

Bishop Benjamin had three
spells of stay in hospitals during the
last couple of years: the first one at
Mandiram and the other two at
Cherupushpam Hospital at
Kottayam. After his stay at
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Mandiram hospital he had to go and
live with his elder son Benjy during
which time Benjy entered eternal
rest which was a shock to all. At
the funeral service held at home, al-
though Bishop was bedridden, he
insisted that he wanted to be where
the body was placed. There he
prayed, in voice loud and clear, ex-
pressing his firm hope of salvation
and committing Benjy to his Lord.
When the present writer visited the
family a couple of days in Ernakulam,
Biju (his second son) told him that
he regretted that he did not tape that
priestly prayer dedicating his son to
the Lord.

The present writer had the
privilege of visiting the Bishop dur-
ing his both spells of stay at
Cherupuspam hospital too. During
the third one when he visited the
bishop, the first thing he asked him
was this: “varan vishamam
untayirunno” and he replied, “ottum
illayirunno, Thirumeni”. Immediately
the bishop asked him to pray; he
bent down near his left ear, and
prayed. After the prayer the Bishop
gave the blessings although he was
experiencing breathing difficulties as
he was on ‘oxygen supply’. The
bishop then told him: “nammal okke
ethramathram kripakal deivathil
ninnu anubhavichuttu untte; athinu
nammal nandi ullavar ayirikanam:
which was the last advice given to
him. He was privileged to have spent
an hour with the great Saint of God
just fifteen hours before he was
called to his eternal home. Two days
later when he visited Gracy
kochamma she told him that the last
evening of the bishop’s life he prayed
for the present writer mentioning his
name. INDEED BISHOP BEN-
JAMIN WAS A GREAT MAN OR
PRAYER. P
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