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New Vision

N | Y@uth Award
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» a

New Vision

1Zine propose to honour an outstanding Youth Leader from the Clergy,lay

man of any Christian Churches, Associations or Organisations in India.

This awards constituted by the children of late Very Rev P M George,ChirakarottuPyvelil,
Mekozhoor,Pathanamthitta.(Former Senior Vicar General of Malankara Marthoma Syrian

Church), in memory of their beloved father ,

who was the former Sabha Secretary,

Vaideeka Trustee, General Secretary of Malankara Marthoma Church YuvajanaSakhyam,
Student Chaplain at U C College, and who had contributed for the spiritual growth of
many youngsters in the Society, during his life time.

The award consists of a plaque engraved with details and photo of the recipient along
with a cash award of Rs 10000/- (Rupees Ten thousand ).The person to be considered
for this award, should be a priest or an outstanding lay leader of Christian Churches,
Organisations in India, who has taken substantiative efforts for the spiritual and social
upliftment of the youth in the society.Nomination details and general guidelines are
available in the website < www.newvisionmagazine.org.>
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Letter to editor

Movie star Innocent’s depressed feeling after hearing the Priest’s paradise journey isatypical example
being observed like a tradition we experience causing more tension to the praying people and the sick
person.

About 60 years back, when my father came home after attending the farewell meeting of one of the
leading Pentecostal personalities of Kerala (we were not Pentecostal church members, but a very close
friend of the leader) who used to visittheU.S. like yearly routine, he was depressed. Inthose days, going
to the U.S. was like going to the moon. When | asked him, why he was depressed, he repeated the emotional
sermon of another leader of the Church. He started preaching like this, as usual in those day with a bag full
of praise the Lord-glory to God-Jesus is coming soon-victory through the blood of Christ etc etc.

Our beloved leader is flying over the Arabian sea-Mediterranean and Red sea, then the long flight to the
U.S. over the Atlantic ocean for three days. The weather can be turned bad-the plane may run out of
petroleum-the plane may have problems-one wing can fall off; and so, we don’t know whether we will
meet our beloved leader here on earth or in heaven one day. What a glorious event is that to meet in
heaven? Great faith indeed!

My next door neighbor called from Chicago to tell about our mutual friend that he will be going to the
Mayo clinic for a very dangerous surgery in the brain, and got very furious to tell about the Priest who went
to pray for his trip to Mayo clinic with this divine fatal diagnosis. “ Last month, 1 was in New York to
attend a sick person like this, he was operated by the best doctors, but died”. How and why these
Ministers are acting like the Consul Generals of Heaven on earth through delivering totally depressing
messages? The Seminaries are not giving any training with this subject; but it is very urgent that the
Ministers should have some orientation, how to pray with the critically sick people and talk with their
families.

A. S. Mathew U.S.A.

CHRISTIANS EXTRAVAGANT CELEBRATIONS

With due apology may | state here that what Cardinal Alenchery has done is not a big deal; but only as a
late wisdom. We had in past also several eminent Bishops, Arch Bisops, Major Arch Bishops Cardinals and
“Bavas” in the helm of Christian churches; what they were doing during their life time .? They were also
swimming with the current instead of against it. Why did’nt they then had the wisdom to chanalise the huge
money of the church for humanitarian social welfare schemes like housing, sanitation, road, water supply,
electricity, education, health etc. In the Adivasi areas, instead of squandering away same in meaningless
celebrations.

Christianity is a life of simplicity, forebearing and giving and forgiving. But it has now become a community
of noise, celebrations and exhibitions so much so we have sometimes become a laughing butt before other
religious sects. How many times our priests, sisters, Bishops and sacramental services at sanctuary were
made an object of mockery by cinema industry. Has anybody from the church raised any objection?; again we
are swimming with the current.

We had the saintly woman Mother Teressa; have we learnt any lesson from her life?

Paul says: Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.

If we had followed the simple teahings of Christ, we 2 1/2% of Christians in India should have made
memorable changes in Indian life.

Koshy Oommen Trivandrum
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Bats - The Guardian Angels of the Night

Dr. Joseph Mathai
Director K. G. Mathai Memorial Centre for Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Living (CBSL) Anchal.

In the Book of Genesis
we read that God created all the
creatures on this beautiful Earth.
They occupied the diverse
ecosystems and the Creator made
sure he had a purpose for each and
accordingly shaped them. This is
the marvel of creation.

He even designed the time schedule
for each animal to perform its role or function.
Some of them function during the day; this includes man
also, while others are active during the night. Bats, owls,
rats, frogs etc. come under this category. Little do mortals
like us know all about these and the mystery of Creation.
Bats are the most fascinating and mysterious animals
in God's creation, which are even endowed with divine
attributes. They are the equivalents of birds that fly, but
quite different in the sense that they belong to the same
group that we human beings belong to. However, they
are the only flying mammals and they give birth to young
ones and even suckle them. It is estimated that one fifth
of the mammalian species are bats. They are present all
over the Earth, except the Antarctic, and number
approximately 1300 species.

Bats are unique in the sense that most of them are
blind, but can hear more accurately than any other
organisms. This phenomenon is called ‘echolocation'.
They can detect their food, which includes fruits, flowers,
leaves, insects and even small vertebrates, by sending
high frequency sounds from their mouths. So accurate is
this sense of hearing that a blind folded bat can fly in a
room criss- crossed with wires without touching even one.
The bats make their shelter called 'roosts' on tall trees,
abandoned buildings and caves. They sleep during the
day hanging upside down from the branches of trees or
cave roofs. Itis very interesting to see them take off from
their resting places. They drop freely down from these
locations and serenely fly up into the air by the gentle
but powerful stroke of their disproportionately huge
membranous wings. This flight has an angelic look and
so | call them "angels of the night". In Texas (U.S.A)
there is a huge cave called '‘Bracken Cave ' in which 15
million bats live. The female gives birth to a single pup
or baby. The pup which weighs approximately 30 percent
of the mother's body weight is fully attached to the mother.
However, as night approaches, they leave the pups
hanging on the ceiling of the cave, and fly out to catch
insects. The pups are now in a maternity colony, the
largest maternity colony in the world. The strangest part
about this colony is that when they return in the morning,
each mother bat can identify its own young. Isn't this a
mystery and scientists are yet to solve this mystery. This

my3 ailAm 8,990 of) Oaiwleiler’ cniuday’

is the wonder of God's Creation. Another noteworthy
aspect about these little bats is that they attract a lot of
tourist to watch the procession of 15 million bats flying
out as dusk arrives.

Bats, based on their nature of food consumed
are classified into frugivorous and insectivorous bats. It
is estimated that an insectivorous bat can consume
approximately 2000 mosquitoes per night. Marvelous,
isn't it? Their pest controlling ability is so great that 50
million Mexican free - tailed bats consume 6700 tonnes
of insects in just one summer season.

Now, coming to the fruit eating bats, which includes
the common Flying foxes that freely fly around in our
back yards during the nights. They have a fox like face
and they appear to be a nuisance to us, because they
consume fruits like mangoes, jackfruit, guava etc.
However, they eat only the ripe fruits and scatter the
large seeds to different places. | can convincingly say
that many of the fruit trees in my Ecofarm were planted
by these fruit bats and | owe a lot to them. The bats that
feed on the nectar of flowers perform the function of
pollination and thus increase productivity. In some
countries bats are also kept as pets. It is believed that
bat meat helps in relieving rheumatism as well as
preventing baldness. There are blood sucking bats too,
but fortunately they are limited to South America only.
These bats are called vampire bats and they suck the
blood of outdoor domestic animals like cattle and
donkey.

Astonishingly, one species of male bats ( Dayad's
fruit bat ) are able to feed their young milk from their
own mammary glands. This unique phenomenon is
called 'paternal lactation'.

Lately the world has become a dangerous place for
these "angels of the night". In spite of the fact that these
bats provide environmental and economic services, bat
populations are declining around the globe. Several
species are facing extinction.

We human beings, the Stewards of God's
Creation are the culprits. Forests are degraded for
monoculture plantations and agricultural uses. Large
trees like Jungle jack, jack and mango trees are being
indiscriminately felled for timber and firewood. Bats
are also hunted for food. The sacred groves which
also shelter bats are fast disappearing. The very existence
of the tropical forests is attributed to bats as they disperse
the seeds. The Bat Conservation International (B.C.1),
an organization under the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (1.U.C.N) is playing a key role
in protecting these guardian angels. Let us also join
hands to make this world a safe place for all God's
creatures.
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A Unique
Assisted Living Center

A PERFECT RETIREMENT HOME

TRAVANCORE FOUNDATION-A Platinum Status Care Provider
MISSION VALLEY-A Home away from Home!! -
A long term senior care option that provides

= Persanal care support systems » Intermedent skilled nursing care = Medication Managemant
= Balanced Culsine + 24 x 7 Special Nursing Care

Certain situations and signs may indicate,
that it might be time to consider alternate living arrangements

Visit and evaluate our services, features, compare cost and amenities
Your golden years should be secure, comfortable and enjoyable!!]

First of its kind = The care you need

« Contact us for Senior Care Solutions

« Spacious furnished unlts available
at attractive rental schemes

[RAVANCORI
FOUNDATION

Call: 9544737070
E-mail: care@travancorefoundation.com
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