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Imagine you're looking up some
statistics about an African country-
population, main exports, ethnic group-
ings and so on; there’1l probably be an
entry for ‘religions’, and it may read
like this -Muslims 40%, Christians 38%,
Hindus 3%, traditional religions 19%.
It looks very straightforward, rather like
a run-down of political allegiances or
tribal distribution. It is one defining
activity or characteristic among others.
But one thing I want to suggest is that
it's the sort of formula that can sug-
gest significant misunderstanding, a
misunderstanding that affects both
popular thinking and public policy and
[ think we need a bit of theology to
help us to a more sensible position.

So what's actually wrong with this
breakdown of religious loyalties? The
problem is roughly this. We tend to
think that a ‘religion’ is a distinct sys-
tem of ideas, beliefs that connect the
world as we see it with a whole lot of
non-visible powers or realities, which
have to be paid altention to, wor-
shipped or at least negotiated with, in
order to have the maximum security
in life. Religions express themselves
in beliefs but also in distinctive prac-
tices like periods of self-denial, meet-
ings for ritual actions and festivals. So
far so good, in one sense. The danger-
ous assumption follows, though, that
the world as we see it is pretty clear, we
can agree about it-whereas the powers
that religion tries to connect with are
invisible, so that we can't expect to
agree about them. What they have in
common is claims that can’tbe proved
by appealing to the world as we all see
it. So a Christian, a Muslim, a Buddhist
and a Ghanaian or Papuan villager per-
forming rituals handed down from time
immemorial are all performing variations
of the same thing; and that same thing
is always set over against the obvious,
‘public’, shared world of what we can
see. Life divides between things that
are common to everyone and things
that are unclear and therefore don’t
belong in the public and everyday.
What ‘religion” you belong to is sim-
ply a matter of which set of beliefs you
happen to entertain in that bit of your
life which is left over for this kind of
thing.snied bt s 3 T A &

But when we try to talk with the
Muslim or the villager in particular,

2w AUGUST 2003

things get to look more complicated.
The villager will undoubiedly say that
performing rituals is as routine and nec-
essary and uncontroversial a thing as
milking cows; indeed, it may well be
that the way you milk cows is dictated
by rituals that seem to the outsider to
have not very much to do with cOws as
we see them. Dylan Thomas memora-
bly quotes in the perface to his Col-
lected Poems the Welsh shepherd who
was asked why he still performed ritu-
als in fairy rings to protect his sheep;
he replied, ‘I'd be a damn fool if I
didn’t’. There just isn’t an ordinary
world from which this villager takes time
off to practise his ‘traditional religion’.
The same with the Muslim, in a more
sophisticated way: the ordinary day
you have to get through is marked in
time intervals every bit as natural or
obvious as the hours of the clock to
us. the intervals between the five
prayer times. There isn’ta neutral time
that needs interrupting to do religious
things: the ordinary is the religious.
So my imaginary African country
can’t after all be split up into four neat
segments of religious belief, four vari-
eties of one thing, that thing being a
set of more or less chosen beliefs about
invisible states of affairs alongside the
ordinary world. What we have instead
s rather a variety of styles of living,
each of which has a very different ac-
count of the world as a whole, lifeasa
whole. And although this may be rather
obvious when you think about it, it
does have some far-reaching conse-
quences. Think for a moment about the
old Indian parable of the blind men and
the elephant-one grasps its tail and
says, ‘It’s a rope’, one grasps its leg
and'says ‘It’satree’, and soon. Thisis

Dr. ROWAN WILLIAMS

often used as a way of saying that we
can never really tell the truth in reli-
gious matters, we all see things only
from a limited perspective and so on.
But we are missing the point; someone
knows it's an elephant, and the force
of the metaphor is not so much that
no-one can know what the invisible
sacred reality is actually like as that we
are all painfully capable of reaching for
the easiest language, the language that
fits our own individual experience.
when speaking of God, and fail to com-
pare notes with each other or to submit
what we say to an acknowledgement
that the scale of what we’re talking
about should teach us some caution.
The one thing the parable isn’t really
about is a distinction between what
everyone can see and what some
peoplc'unreasnnably argue about.
Now this is where theology begins
to come into the picture. The model that
draws all those very different kinds.of
life together as varieties of one thing
called religion assumes. as I've said,
that there is an open space in which
people can meet when they're not be-
ing religious. When public policy docu-
ments talk about involving faith com-
munities in this or that piece of social
regeneration, the assumption is likewise
that these particular special interest
groups can all be harnessed to doing
useful work in the open public space.¢
where their disagreements can be bur- 3
ied for a while; they can be persuaded
to co-operate in working with whatev-
erybody sees, what no-one argues
over. I'm not denying that there is
something in this, and I'll come back to
it later. But theology, the religious use
of the mind, whether Christian or not,

(Cont’d..... Page 4)
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is going to start from somewhere else.

Religious language talks about the
entire environment in terms of its rela-
tion with the holy. As Wittgenstein
said. it is more like talking about colour-
something that affects everything (lit-
erally) in sight-than talking about an
item in a list of things. Theology, the
work of religious intellect, tries to work
out what the implications are of seeing
everything in relation to a holy reality
that is never absent. It is not about
advice as to what we should do when
in the territory marked off as religious,
where we do business with invisible
rather than visible things; it is about
what lives should look like when they
find their meaning as a whole in rela-
tion to holy reality. To put it a bit differ-
ently, theology tries to make connec-
tions between the stories told about
the holy or the fundamental y real and
the words and actions people use in
order to let those stories take hold of
their lives and give them shape in ev-
ery detail and aspect.

I'know the difficulties in using ‘the-
ology” to describe certain Muslim or

dBomalye. DSUSKVIBRID)o TVR)aOD]
ORIW)o (alingles Rlallmoaiwnymrud
m‘k&mm‘lm;rrnaﬂemam (WorL ameyo
MG @), MUOW) RM AV DBHEMo,
2B fIS(aKbMaltlnnose, omos )]
mid@odeemo, ogjansmioilen) casns
(2o, maewepaen) Al6Mo DdhoenS
28] DaleYsns B0046aB03. @nmlmycu
AU al0@1ed] a00w3 ®ldmosmaio
2Qlo. WAllDS IBHIZEIMGNO3 @rSkNung
DO®Io a0H9 M), sglwies wmo
0930040 HaIGYETRD) DSAUSINEIS)
9SWYo DYIBROICOW)0 ESHMBGTINIES.
@PAIDeS aileaoaimanimowigons @
Dl alCHnETRO). o) DSOLSROEMODIGS
2magy, rm@oamsmmmﬂm;a BTUO W @D
eI, nJgg‘lemmmm;ms 2lnllmavosy 140
nl8ieno®)o rcra@mmmadanmg. auoloo
AG0ioMIa )0, nIBBIVIDS CatomIom
U0, WIdBla: @) L1 5aRGS themeolnes
S} PDTNUNNDEII0 @OsVAIDIDIDE
UDANAD)UDIs. @@ @I0] (Bl I
£2lalime m@ileayamuns M26HNCEL
@l an avIanai0g0 AV§asiskensmo,
DEMONSTajo OO (alWOMAIENS
nléo WomiimIwaow oloilailas 8)6)dh
00 H2 1Y) HOVIBH ). (1ol 1) T5 PRTSY|
QM HN) BB ogye)m) ) dla6) M@y
Mo MWla] alelcayo9)o @IO®ID)
alleemomane eeemencdes H0aTilgy,

Jewish, let alone Buddhist intellectual
activities; the word feels most at home
in a Christian context, But every tradi-
tion of faith has a tradition of reflecting
on the normal words and acts that make
up a life of faith. Jews, Christians and
Muslims all connect this. with reflec-
tion on holy books, sorting out the
consistency of passages that don’t
immediately seem consistent, settling
what are agreed to be the implications
of a story or a formula or a rule, Bud-
dhists likewise use a set of holy texts
but, in some Buddhist traditions at
least, are interested in working out the
implications for how we think about
knowledge and language of the basic
instructions given to help us purge our
minds of greed and fantasy. So I
recognise that in implying that ‘theol-
ogy’ can cover all of this, I may be push-
ing things rather; but my basic point is
that all religious practices goalong with
habits of disciplined thinking, explor-
ing interrelated ideas or metaphors,
making connections and searching for
consistencies. Even where practice is

(Cont’d..... Page 6)

BRONODHITE alag) (sqyl@ogd, dh0Bas),
DAVUS50] agymilaidas UBHoE®mIN)0
a6 &lfleBlelo @RaaDsnzamilailo
9D&f%0 M) @) a?mﬂwwmmmm‘lerp
aBlleKmo 6e:0s)semmo) QUBOD (aICWo
BMOSIOATT D)), APEBeMmHD
B1ed @paioaio)es 2] D LIO @ oI
SEMIM)0 FROMIBOM WITS® a0
ODXZHI0 0 O2IGIORANNBS 0010
ENIAD 190 IS) B0 Daig)o.

ROV WAL  (alCm | @O W]
(aloudomlsnoaymm CARIEIWIEM que
QIS EREOWM®@Ie @YY OGElS00M
Ao, MIMeS ERYRIWMDIGE EREmIw
Ba Mgl almosgiomo @m)aidlen)mm,)
M. ag)aMOms o TUIRAY® PalGwomn
OYSIOMADICE mmesEEed allayaicoan,
gsloled ail, Buomden) aioyam
Ael®  ano}m@Id mean &joal.
AU} MAUIE MoaImsn)mmaid allesio.
(S, eTV@:50], Seilglesod ™)samslw
UOl@8 Mg @ReIWnTsHswlel)e
al88lmololed maam BSle08W)0. D
1@ 2001 @ eowmiocs mueRiansog)
THOWIN BROIGES MUADELOW)ENE0H,
Mo EREOWMEM (@lmimiw =lailm
ol 200100 PEOMRMAo. @@
e1Iem am)aymld 9esM@o )88
RN Oag)d:aljo BRER N1}
@aRe @meailaolw)may,

@) CaDLITET, @ROA I akTLN
Memglod Mowwnes aEr midsmow
S0, ARAUGIRPHM @RAADIM)0 ms
B9 wiley, LB WO} HDNOS il (R
SO @Ry ool LB aICUBEHMD
omlenas aBdglomomlen aydomaom
LaBSMAlo. alOlBe@W)0 (otauidomilen)
S (SINioIwrosse GEIOSOomIM)
D@ BV Haig)aiond Dolene mey
2owiaalel. @ROmO®Ad @nal )5S
TUB0aIBOSIID DO o Glw)o @Rdses)
Qinolenoanmm L&hﬁm‘l@mo&m;mmm
Fl®@}o GMINWAKBIGIBEMO, @IR)EM20d:0
mwﬂm@ (AIOM HOBEMo @R MuosTy
TWla )38 meEenmw)o DOGIRLIGEM®,
8206 GROLOWASE EGUE aidkeleimo
&153000M88 oalwome que wics
mIam) en20 @ emo. @R®) Caldeelmam,
WeIsvanOMILyo Datod) @owamm)o
@m?@gmmammg?ew gamdm?k
DD)IUG DU R0 @oafloaay .
P88 sdwmaymssanissan., 2707]
©lod mimya)ss BROMIQVCH D D ICH
NV aggodmlen. Doomlas pats
@19y, mlewonemHwane (@lmimio
TS O] allov)mas apozow
@S auoally emmI®IOMIG Adesles
5. GRAHO g@amogg;mom;g@ a2mqy
TUEIEMD DIGBIM)ENE0d: @) RESLHES

®

4 B AUGUST2003 =

NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD



4

- The popular understanding of re-
swaint is crisply captured in the exhor-
sation, “Speak no evil, hear no evil, see
poevil.” We may alsoadd, “donoevil’.
Understood thus, restraint becomes the

irtue of eschewing wrong-doing.
Jle this understanding has its merit,

z is doubtful if it goes far enough. The §

prces of evil are in a state of hyperac-
ive self-assertion. They cannot be
oounteracted by the sterile virtue of evil
avoidance. There is a need, hence, to
define the spiritual virtue of restraint in
positive and pro-active terms. Restraint
‘needs to be understood as integral to
the discipline of doing what is good,
valuable and constructive.

" The case for restraint, apart from
the commitment o pursue good ac-
tively, is weak and uninspiring. Why
éhould 1 not fly off the handle, if T do
not want fo reach anywhere? Reliable
brakes are not indispensable for a car
meant to be parked perpetally. But the
aeed for brakes becomes paipable,
when a car moves and needs t0 reach
whiere. Dynamism of any kind
eithout restraint is a dangerous and
destructive thing. A lazy and disen-
gaged person may overlook the need
for restraint for a while.

Restraint enables. Itisa widespread
misconception, especially among
young people, that restraint, by hold-
ing them back, puts them at a disad-
vantage. To see this assumption for
what it is, let us consider an illustra-
tion: that of trying to play tennis with-
out a court. The court comprises base
tines, sidel ines, service lines and net.
These are to a game of tennis what re-
straint is to the game of life. Toa sim-
plistic mind unused to the art of play-

ing tennis they might seem irritants. You

would be free to hit the ball at will, but -

for these limiting factors. . Itis the side
lines, base lines, service lines and net
that together enable you 1o play ten-
nis. Restraint is, in a real sensc, the
trix of true freedom, provided it is
nderstood in positive {erms. Indul-
gence, which is the opposite of re-
straint, resuits in addiction, which com-
promises freedom. Those who lack re-
straint are found to be wanting in the
enthusiasm and energy to do what is
justand right. The case for restraint, in
other words, is subsumed in the active
pursuit of benevolence.
Restraint or self-control involves
at least three factors. First and fore-

most, it involves our understanding of
who or what we are. If we subscribe to
a mechanistic and materialistic under-
standing of human nature as driven by
the chemistry of the body and the cal-
isthenics of the mind, we shall under-
mine the case for restraint. Freud saw
human nature of the analogy of a pres-
sure cooker wherein the sieam of psy-
chic pressure bailds up, compelling
periodic “impulse releases” for the sake
of mental health. The mentally healthy
Freudian man, however, turns out to
be a moral weakling: a pathetic prey to
his own crude instincts and cruel im-
pulses. For all the celebration of the
self and self-assertion that the liberal-
individualistic culture heralded, the
stature of the human being has only
dwindled in its wake. The utter help-
Jessness of the individual vis-a-vis him-
self, on account of this presumed au-
tonomy of impulses, must be decmed a
bane rather than a boon, a loss rather
than a gain. And it is faught with sinis-

perg a5 Well.
sneself and the

- _.or -
e it cotrol hers are in
relationship of inverse proportion. Itis
those who lack restraint that are ob-
sessed with their right to restrain ev-
eryone eise. In contrast, the conduct
of those who respect themselves and
intuit their inner and metaphysical
worth is marked by restraint. At stark
contrast to this is the spectacie of 2

-peo-rich young man tearing through
the streets on a motorcycle the silencer
 of which is removed in order {0 maxi-

mize the effect on others.

Er—

The second factor that shapes re-
straint is the pursuitof 2 solemn pur-
pose in life, As a matter of fact, steadi-
ness in any area of life is impossible
without seif-control. Those who lack
restraint are as quick to quit a cause as
they are ready to queue up for it. They
seldom take root in anything. Anditis
only natural that those who have no
roots fail to produce any fruits. Ina
practical sense, itis with reference toa
goal that we decide whether or not we
should endure or exit the engagement
on account of the difficulties encoun-
tered. Those who drift aimlessly
through life tend to be immoderate in
their words and ways. More often than
not, worthwhile pursuit in life involve
partmerships and teamwork, both of
which call for restraint. Every individual
is unique and all of human enterprises
run into rubs and resistance. Unless
we are fortified with the strength of
purposive testraint, the chances are
that we fail to endure till the battle is
won.

The third determinant in restraint is
our attitude to others. Weare perfectly
retrained in our responses towards
those we respect or fear. Even those
who turn their vicious temper into an
alibi for unseemly conduct, are seen to
be in saintly behaviour in the presence
of the high and mighty. Conversely,
they are lamentably unrestrained in the
way they treat those they defn power-
Jess. The restraint we practise is a state-
ment both on the metile on our OWn
personality and the worth we ascribe
1o others. Those who treat others who,
in a worldly sense, are inferior, in an
arbitrary or arrogant fashion betray
their spiritual bankruptcy. Itisonlyina
state of proactive restraint that we can,
if at all, get to know the true worth of
our fellow human beings. Also, those
who are unmindful of the worth of oth-
ers will perforce to be deficient in re-
straint. To see the true worth of others
we need to look through the eyes of
tove. Love, thus, holds the key to the
proactive genius of spiritually dynamic
restraint. _ '

In respect of our atitude to others,
the distinction between restraint and
respect is thin. Both presuppose love.
1t is in the nature of love, as St. Paul
says, to want 10 build up others.
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds

(Cont’d..... Page 12)
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what we unheipfully call ‘primitive’,
reflection goes on, sometimes in the
generation of new stories; mythology
oftenreflects ways of solving problems
or suggesting connections by story
telling . Ultimate power can’t be stu-
pid; wisdom can’t be just a lucky hu-
man guess. So as reflection matures
and more connections are made, what
comes (o light is a map of how things
are on which people attempt to ‘plot’
human behaviour. And what this means
is that disagreements between religious
traditions are very significantly dis-
agreements about the kind of universe
we inhabit, what that universe makes
possible for human beings; and what
is the most truthful or adequate or even
sane way of behaving in the universe.
The passion in religious disagreement
comes not simply from abstract differ-
ences as to how the holy is to be talked
about, but from differences as to how
human life is to be lived so as to be in
fullest accord with ‘the grain of the
universe’. A different view on this
means a life lived less fully in accord
with truth, and so a life deprived of sig-
nificant happiness. Inevitably, then, the
disagreements are profound; to the ex-
tent that a religious tradition has the
generous belief that it is given some-
thing of health-giving relevance for all
human beings, it will be strong in its
arguments with other traiditions.

This may at first sound an unwel-
come approach. ButI think it is of enor-
mous importance to see why religious
disagreement is serious, and why it
can’t be reduced to that realm of es-
sentially private difference, outside the
clear light of neutral day, where mod-
ern secular society is comfortable leav-

‘enpddleen seesc’

ing it. And what I am going to try and
argue is that once we are clearer about
the nature and scope of religious dis-
agreement, we are actually more rather
than less likely to develop a respectful
and collaborative practice in inter-faith
relations.

This has something to do with the
fact that when we see our differences
as theological in the sense I've out-
lined, sane or truth-revealing life looks
like in the light of convictions about
the universe itself and its source, we
begin to see that not all religious claims
are answers to the same questions. If,
say, Islam and Christianity were two
sets of solutions to one problem, their
relation would be one of simple rivalry,
systematic mutual exclusion. But in fact
the two faiths work with importantly
different accounts of creation and hu-
manity. It will not do to say either that
they are essentially the same or that
they are utterly incompatible. What
needs to be avoided is, for example, a
Christian approach which says simply
that Islam is a failed solution to the
question satisfactorily answered by
Christiantiy. The difficulties of such an
approach appear most clearly when we
look at Christian-Jewish relations. The
appalling history here is in large part
the result of a Christian claim to be the
correct answer to a question wrongly
answered by Jewish faith and practice-

*Who is the Messiah?’ As a great deal -

of modern scholarship makes clear, the
greater part of Jewish reflection, ‘the-
ology” if you will, for two thousand
years has not begun from any such
question. For the Jew to be told thatin
Christian eyes he or she has wrongly
answered a question either not asked

or asked in a wholly different context is
in effect for the Jew to be told that there
is no fundamental difference between
them and the Christian; the Christian
way of talking has included the Jew,
quite irrespective of what the Jew is
actually saying. Similarly with Islam,
where the Christian may sometimes feel
a bit like the Jew in the preceding para-
graph. In the light of the witness of
Muhammad as the seal of prophetic
revelation, all previous history includ-
ing that of Jesus comes together in a
single pattern. If the question is “What
is the climax of prophecy, where in di-
vine word an human example is the will
of God most completely made known?’
the Muslim naturally answers in terms
of the Qur’an and the Prophet; the
Christian has to struggle to explain that
the unique relation of Jesus to God
and the incorporation of Christian be-
lievers into that relation are beliefs that
connect with different questions and
need a different narrative structure. A
conversation some years ago with an
articulate and evangelistic Muslim taxi#
driver has left a deep impression on me
in this regard: it was very clear to him
that the mere fact of Islam having ap-
peared later than Christianity provided
a powerful case for Christians to change
their frame of reference. It should be
obvious that here at last was the hith-
erto unrevealed end of the story. To be
a Christian was to leave the theatre at
the interval.

There is no vantage point above all
traditions and theologies from which
some completely detached person can
decide; no board of examiners. But this
also means that there is no perspective
from which someone can say, ‘These
are all different ways of looking at the
same material’. If [ am a person of faith,
a person whose life is lived in a com-
prehensive relationship with what I
understand to be the source and con-
text of all life, I cannot appeal to some-.
one out there in the neutral public
world to provide me with credentials.
So I don’t think that religious relativ-
ism or pluralism will do, as this seems
always to presuppose the detached ob-
server (the one who sees the whole el-
ephant); but neither can we expect to
find a tribunal to assess right and wrong
answers.

4

(to be continued)
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RESTRAINT IS.

up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). Love does so
by limiting the claims and clamors of
the self in order to create the space for
others to grow. Restraint of this kind is
inseparable from a caring and compas-
sionate attitude. Where love is absent,
or the place of love is usurped by the
mindset of power, people of means and
muscles treat others with sheer
unconern. They deceive themselves
into believing that the right to such
unrestrained conduct is a proof of their
freedom. In a spiritual sense, though, it
is an advertisement of their unfreedom.

The pro-active restraint that we are
required to exercise in our dealings with
others is the secret of the vitality and
positivity of our personality. Those who
lack restraint of this kind tend to be
personifications of negativity. Resort-
ing to violence as a strategy for solv-

{Cont’dfrom Page5) -

ing problems or for self-assertion is a
public indication that the individual or
group concerned has abandoned the
spirituality of restraint. Ahimsa, for in-
stance, is not merely the reluctance to
kill; it calls for, even more, a profound
respect for the sanctity and inviolabil-
ity of life. In respect of our fellow hu-
man beings, it is no merit that we do
not kill. The spiritual mandate is to do
all we can to facilitate their optimum
development and empowerment.

Itis unwise to romanticize restraint.
Restraint does not come naturally to
human beings. Those of us who have
grappled with the protean genius of the
self know how difficult it is to master
its impulses and instinct so as to be
able to practise restraint consistently.
It is neither easy nor feasible for the
self to master the self. We need to be
helped in this epic with spiritual battle
by a force higher than ourselves. And

the only force we know to be capable
of this is God. In the words of Tagore,
to be in communion with God is to “sur-
render our will to His will in love™. OQut
of this self-surrender results a state in
which the will of the individual is puri-
fied and made harmonious with the rest
of creation. Spiritually valid restraint
results from the respect we have for
the harmony and holiness of creation.
Itis only when we emerge from the cave
to use an image from Plato, of our lim-
ited understanding and unlimited illu-
sions, by becoming one with God that
proactive restraint becomes natural to
us. Restraint is not, in other words,
natural to the natural man. It is natural
only to a spiritual person. And the ca-
pacity for proactive restraint, rather
than certain external religious para-
phernalia, must be deemed the authen-
tic insignia of spiritual personality.
@
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God created the earth with enough
resources to meet the needs of all crea-
tures, but not for the greed of any. Man
is said to be the crown of all creation.
But unfortunately he is the only crea-
ture who developed negative qualities,

¥the most dangerous among them be-
ing greed. The greed of man 1s causing
$0 many atrocities in his personal, so-
cial and cultural life and disastrous
changes to the environment he is liv-
ing. It is high time that we thought of
N our activities which are tampering the
o harmony of our environment. Every
luxury we acquire is at the cost of our
precious environment and our future
generation. We don’t have any right to
grab the resources which belong to
others.

One of the most glaring problems
the world faces today is the environ-
mental pollution and there is an imme-
diate need to make people aware about
environmental degradation, pollution,
ecological imbalance and its after ef-
fects. It was wise and timely on the part
. Of the CSI Madhya Kerala Diocese to
. have declared and dedicated the year
2003 as ‘Green Parish Year'. It is urgent
that ail the churches take necessary
steps to project the need for environ-
mental awareness and protection. This
is an important but least highlighted
area in christian stewardship, as far as
! the churches and other christian
i organi-sations are concerned. If we de-
‘ velop into a society with more aware-
|
|

. W

ness and determination for better envi-
ronmental care, we can offer our prog-

eny a more healthy living.
Now the awareness programmes are
. organised only at school and college
k— levels and that too, not in an organised
manner. We must think of a wider cov-
E erage and systematic approach. The
|

L

message ‘save our planet’ should be
effectively given to the masses. This
i can be done even through adult edu-

ENVIRONMENT

PROF. GEORGE JACO

cation and non formal Education
programmes. The strategy for this
should be (a) detailed and practical
user-oriented information and (b) gen-
eral information covering wide range
of enviromental issues. While provid-
ing detailed information, it is important
to identify the specific character of the
learner. Learners of various categories
should be dealt with differently. At the
same time, care should be taken that
the information is relevant, factual, con-
cise and mtelligible. It is necessary that
the people be sensitised to the prob-
lem of environmental hazards.

While planning for environmental
literacy programmes, we must inciude
necessary steps for awareness build-
ing. knowledge building, attitude build-
ing for environmental protection,
evaluation of environmental measures,
skill and capacity building and resolu-
tion. Locally relevant subjects may form
the subject content for educating
people to become environmentally Tit-
erate. Management of used plastic
carry-bags, preventing the pollution of
wells, ponds and rivers by bathing ani-
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mals or dumping of garbage, sand min-
ing from river beds, unplanned clear-
ing of hills and filling of fields, neces-
sity of soak pits in every house, removal
of carcass before decomposing, vari-
ous sources of noise pollution, use of
solar energy for lighting and cooking,
avoiding the excessive use of fertiliz-
ers, water conservation techniques,
afforestation, bio-gas plants, environ-
mental issues linked with health care,
waste recycling, disaster management
etc. and other relevant topics may be
used. Environmental training should be
multi-disciplinary, focussing on inter-
action between environmental phe-
nomenon and human activity. The par-
ticipation of women in these
programmes is very essential.

There is an urgent need to safe-
guard our environment to save the fu-
ture generation. It requires an immedi-
ate understanding of the needs of de-
veloping countries by initiating a local
process through environmental educa-
tion programmes. It may mean environ-
mental progress, promoting low cost
resources conservation, regeneration
of village eco-system and stimulation
of environmentally sound surround-
ings. Environmental training can also
promote better health and sanitary con-
ditions and quality of life. Finally the
objective of providing information is
to empower people to take appropriate
action. We must all work together to
ensure a quality living for our fellow
beings and our future generation. g
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National Conference on Educational Development of Minorities

(organised by AIACHE at Bangalore)

The recommendations and resolu-
_tions of the conference are given be-
ow:-

We, the participants in the above
mentioned conference, numbering 85,
met toreflect and plan future action on
the Supreme Court Judgment relating
to the educational rights of minorities,
dated 31st October 2002, We hailed from
different States of India and belonged
to different denominations of Church.
We had among us Managers, Princi-
pals, Vice - Principals and senior pro-
fessors of schools and colleges, both
aided and unaided, some autonomous
and some self-financing. We had
among us the representatives of pro-
fessional and technical institutions
also. We took note of the growing ten-
sions among the religious communities
in India and the constraints and diffi-
culties faced by educational institu-

. tions managed by the minorities in ex-

ercising their freedom and autonomy
in administering them for the fulfilment
of their avowed objectives.

We learnt about the historical evo-
lution of the Supreme Court litigation
on the minority rights especially dur-
ing the period between 1992, the year
in which the judgment on St. Stephen’s
College was delivered, and 2002. What-
ever may be the outcome of the present
Jjudgment, it was good that the Bench
had completed its task in the face of
many difficulties and delivered a de-
finitive judgment, even though some
of its provisions have the potential to
generate possible harassment and prob-
lems for the educational institutions run
by the minority communities.

We express our satisfaction that the
Judgment has upheld the secular val-
ues of the Indian Constitution and the
Indian Polity. The validity of the plu-

. ralistic structure and ethos of the In-

dian society has been affirmed. The
pivotal role of education in the devel-
opment of the nation has been high-
lighted. The diversity and unity of the
Indian nation comprising more than a
billion people belonging to different
ethnic backgrounds and religious
faiths, speaking a variety of languages
and residing in different States have

been reasserted.

We have noted that the right to es-
tablish and administer educational in-
stitutions, which has been protected
by article 30(i) of the Indian Constitu-
tion, has now been reinterpreted. as a
fundamental right belonging to all citi-
zens of the nation including the mem-
bers of the majority community. This
fundamental right flows from article
19(1) (g) as well as artcile 26 of the Con-
stitution. Now the majority as well as
the minority communities have the edu-
cational right to establish and adminis-
ter educational institutions of their
choice. The members of the religious
and linguistic minorities have the edu-
cational right derived from the above
mentioned articles as well as article 30(i)
of the Constitution and thus the rights
of minorities have been further rein-
forced. We also notice that education
has been described as an “occupation™
carried on by citizens to make a liveli-
hood or as a mission in life.

We welcome the full freedom ac-
corded to unaided minority educational
institutions to admit students, to
charge necessary fees and manage
their affairs without interference from
any quarters, provided they practise
concern for transparerncy in their deal-
ings and ensure high academic stan-
dards. We hope that this assurance
would be helpful for the unaided pro-
fessional and technical institutions run
by the Churches and other members of
the minority communities as well as the
unaided schools. They should take
care to exercise this freedom and au-
tonomy in the best interests of aca-
demic excellence, social relevance with
full sensitivity to the needs of the poor
and the deprived sections of the soci-
ety who are unable to pay enhanced
rates of fees. The central mission of the
Churches to provide education and
empowerment to the poor and the
needy sections of the society especially
girl children, dalits and tribals should
not be lost sight of, in the context of
the globalisation, marketisation and
privatisation. We appeal to all unaided
minority institutions to reserve ad-

-equate percentage of seats for children

and youth from the poorer sections of
society and to insitute scholarships to
support their studies. In the pursuit of
freedom and high quality, the impera-
tive demands of social justice should
not be forgotten or disregarded.

We also feel that the Churches and
the Christian community should take
advantage of the special privileges
given to unaided educational institu-
tions by starting more and more such
institutions, in all sectors from pre-pri-
mary to professional education and
deemed universities, bearing in mind
the social justice dimension.

We need to help the State Govern-
ments, which have been entrusted with
the freedom to fix the quota or percent-
age of minority and non-minority stu-
dents to be admitted to minority insti-
tutions. It is to be noted that the 50%
principle approved by the St. Stephen’s
College Judgment of 1992 has been
described as “correct” by the Judges
and the actual percentage to be decided
by the State Government should never
be below 50% under any circumstance.
In fact it should be at least 75% in all
courses and in all institutions run by
the minorities in all States. At the same
time, it would be incorrect for the State
Government to insist upon the minimum
percentage of minority students who
should necessarily be present, in order
to qualify for minority status. Even if
the percentage of the students from
minority communities is low in a par-
ticular State or institution that should
not be a reason to declare such institu-
tions ineligible for minority status. At
the same time we have to remember that
the minority rights are given to the
“community and not to individuals. Tt
should be our constant endeavour to
see that the students from minority
communities are welcomed into our in-
stitutions and helped to grow academi-
cally and overcome their learning dis-
abilities and achieve success in per-
sonality development, self - confi-
dence, high academic achievement and
employability in laterlife. They should
also be assisted to acquire entrepre-
neurial skills and competence and ca-
pacity for self - employment.
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has taken & rather uncharitable attitude
towards aidededucational institutions.

In many cases the quantum of aid re-
ceived by minority institutions is
negligble in comparison to the invest-
ment made by the minorities in terms of
land, buildings and personnel in such
institutions. In exchange for a small
quantity of aid received from the gov-
emnment, the minority institutions have
been constrained with various controls
and limitations often leading to harass-
" ment from officials and other function-
aries who habitually delay or deny the
legitimate privileges of the minority in-
stitutions. Such occwrrence is very fre-
quent in the refusal to issue minority
status certificates. Even after repeated
requests and many visits to such of-
fices the certificates are not given un-
der one pretext or another. We wish o
remind all concerned that the minority
status flows from the fact that an insti-
tution was established and is adminis-
tered by members of the minority com-
munity and nobody has the right to
deny certificates to such institutions.
The relevant Supreme Court Judg-
ments in this matter should be brought
to the atiention of all those who de-

TS unfortunate— that the Judgment

light in the harassmcnt of minority in-
stitutions. :

It is a matter of great concern that
the quantum of aid and state funding
for education at all levels is fast plum-
meting. In some States no new institu-
tion is allowed to be started and no new
courses are being sanctioned with aid.
Posts which become vacant are not al-
lowed to be filled up resulting in inad-
equate staff for carrying on teaching
and administrative work. We appeal to
the State Governments and the Univer-
sity Grants Commission to make sure
that adequate aid and other financial
assistance are given 1o all educational
institutions. We request the Govern-
ment of India to allocate at least 6% of
the GDP for education. This will ensure
that the formation of future citizens is
not endangered due to shortage of
funds.

We have been told by experts that
all previous judgments which gave pro-
tection to the rights of minorities, to
censtitute the Governing Body, to ap-
point the heads of institutions, to ap-
point teaching and non - teaching staff,
to conduct religious worship, to man-
age the assets etc. have been endorsed
by the present judgment. In fact the
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-eligible voters to exercise their fran-

linking of article 29{ii) and article 30}
refer only to the admission of studeng

- belong to other communities or ba

ground: It has nothing to do with othe
aspects of right to administer. _
In order to make sure that the Stat
Governmient fully adheres to the spi
and letter of the judgment, we appeal
to the minority educational institutiongl#
to form delegations and meet the Gog
ernor, Chief Minister, Education Minjf
ister and officials of the State and def§
mand that at least 75% of the seats
reserved for members of the minon
communities, to allow professional col
leges to continue admission tests whes
ever it is appropriate, to increase th
quantum of aid given to the aided i
stitutions and give an assurance thg
there would be no interference in thy
rights which minority institutions ha
so far enjoyed.
We believe thata campalgn of pu by
lic education on mincrity right i
needed. It is recommended that pam
phlets and booklets explaining thy
meaning of minority rights be prepare
in Engish, Hindi and other regional la
guages for distribution in parishes a
amoeng pareats, government official
etc. We appreciate the role played b
AIACHE and AICCE! in advocating th
minority rights and also in bringing to
gether the various religious minoritie
on a common platform for united ac
tion. We recommend that such action
be continued at the national, regiona
and State levels. . _
We appeal to the Church-relates
schools, colleges and professional i
stitutions of India to consider givi
more seats in enrolment for the chilk
dren and youth belonging to other
nority communitjes along with those
of the majority community, to the ex
tent possible. ‘
We recommend that our institutions
should give special attention to the in
culcation of leadership skills in our s
dents and members of the minority co
munity so that they can play their tight
ful role in the political tife of the natios
as Ministers, members of Parliamen
members of State Legislatures, Munici
palities and Panchayats. At the time of
elections we should help our students
and teachers to study the manifesto off
political parties and also metivate all

° chise.
N . ° Dr. Mani Jacob
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WOMEN BISHOPS

Supporters of women bishops are
hoping that an overwhelming vote by

,’ﬁcotlish Anglicans will open the way

for similar action by church of England,
the mother church of the world-wide
Anglican Communion. The Scottish
Episcopal (Anglican) Church's General
Synod voted 118-24 to accept women
as bishops.
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Children in one

Sunday School class

were asked to write

“Life Lessons

M

that they had learned.

Here are some of the responses
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