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The priest today needs a faithful and patient
commitment in prayer and in work; a sense of the
depth of the human heart, in good and ill, a certain
three-dimensionality in understanding humanity.

- Archhishon of Canterburv (Page 5)
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The person exercising the apos-
tolic ministry has one fundamental task
which breaks down into a number of
different responsibilities. The funda-
mental task is that of announcing in
word and action what the community
ig@nd where it is: it i telling the Church
that it is the created universe in sofar
as that universe has been taken up into
the activity of the eternal Word and
transfigured by this fact, and that it is
in consequence the place where Christ’s
self-offering continues to be most
freely real and effective. The priest is
therefore in the business of immersing
in Christ’s action the gifts and prayers
and love of human beings. These
things, of themselves, are too weak and
compromised to make peace, to sus-
tain the loving relation of God with cre-
ation; so they are borne along by the
one action that truly and eternally
makes peace, the self-giving of the
Word. In all this, we can perhaps see
why and how the Eucharist is the cen-
tral identifying act of the Church, sim-

‘gg’ because it is where our action to-
~Wards God is taken up in God'’s action

towards God; where the making our
own of Christ’s prayer at his table
OPens us up to receive Christ’s life S0
that our own self-offeri ng may be an-
chored afresh in his. For this to hap-
pen in the ministerial life, there must be
skill and willingness and space for at
least three things. The priest has to be
free to be alookout, an interpreter; and
aweaver,
The priest must Jirst of all be free
-‘87 see. The language of the Hebrew
Scriptures about the prophet as watch-
man (as in Habakkuk and Ezekiel)
comes into its own here. The mi nister
who has to tell the Church what and
Wwhere it is must be free to see what and
where it is. The entire pointof being on
watch is that you have the chance of
seeing what others don’t-not as a vi-
sionary privilege, but as a weighty and

s

sometimes intensely painful responsi-
bility undertaken for the sake of the
whole community, The priest has to
have the opportunity of not being so
Swamped with ‘duties’ that he or she
can’t maintain a sense of the whole
landscape. And this works both nega-
tively and positively. Negatively, it has
to do (as in Ezekiel) with seeing the
unwelcome relations of cause and ef-
fect overtime, seeing what behaviours
and habits erode the integrity of God’s
people. The priest has to be beyond cli-
che, challenging the obvious and con-
soling stories people may tell so as to
see the real faultlines. ‘The Church s
declining’, say some people, ‘because
of too much accommodation to the mod-
ern world’; ‘no’, say other, ‘the Church
is declining because of too little ac-
munodaﬁontoﬂlemndemwurld’.'rhe
good priest will want to say no to both
these bromides and turn to other kinds
of reasoning, What if the weakness of
the Church is to do with a range of
neutral and irreversible socjal factors,
or to do with a climate of anxiety and
Joylessness? The effective and faith-

O s

ful priest is a witness to how Christ’s
offering takes up what is ours to make
ita gift to God; if ‘what is ours’ is not
the focus of patient and truthful atten-
tion, if the human complexity of what
Christ came to share is not grasped,
how can it be brought fully into the
landscape of his sacrifice so that it can
be transfigured?

This ‘seeing’, then, has to involve
a fair bit of literacy about the world we
are in-literacy about our culture, about
how our contemporary emotions and
myths work, about the human heart.
The priest’s obligation to maintain
such literacy is not just to do with the
need to speak to people in the language
they understand, in a missionary con-
text; it is grounded in the need to show
believers the world they live in the help
them to respond not instantly or shal-

One of the painful
things priests (not to
say bishops and
archbishops) have to
hear is two parties
expressing with equal
anger and grief the
sense that the other js
always the favoured
one, that they are
powerless victims.

lowly but with truthfulness and dis-
cernment. There has to be in every
priest just a bit of the poet and artist-
enough to keep alive a distaste for non-
sense, cheapness of words and ideas,
stale and predictable reactions. And
this is a crucial part of being visibly a
sign of what and where the Church is,
the Church which is called to live ‘in’
the truth. So for the priest there is an
urgent practical responsbility not to
be so driven by what present them-
selves as duties and tasks that there is
no time for this sort of education of
seeing and listening, maintaining lit-
eracy in human reality. Along with
whatever training to lead and manage
that may be given in Preparation for
priestly ministry, along with instruc-
tion in theology and ethics, there must
be active encouragement to nourish
this seeing and listening, the nove] and
the newspaper and the casual conver-
sation-even when it looks like wasting
time from some points of view,

And this leads into the second
responsbility, that of being an inter-
preter-by which I mean not primarily
someone who interprets culture to and
for the Church or interprets the
Church’s teaching to the world outside,
but someone who has the gift of help-
ing people make sense to and of each
other. Communities, in spite of the

T S e e
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sentimental way we sometimes think of
them, don’t just happen. They need
nurture, they need to be woven into
unity. If the unity of the Church is not
that of a mass of individuals with a few
convictions in common but that of a
differentiated organism where the dis-
tinctiveness of each is always already
in play, then for the Church to be con-
sciously itself. it needs people to see
and show how diversity works to-
gether. Sometimes this is a role of ac-
tive co-ordination, drawing out gifts
and deploying them, sometimes it is
helping some people see that what oth-
ers do is bound up with what they
themselves do. It is articulating why
different styles of mission and service
serve each other-and sometimes articu-
lating why different styles are harming
or subverting each other. Interpretation
can be involved with discipline and
warning as well as harmonisation. Put
more theologically, it is about helping
believers to see Christ in one another.
The interpretative work of the priest
looks first at how to uncover for one
person or group the hidden gift in an-
other-especially when the first impres-
sion is one of alienness and threat. The
priest is the instrument by which God’s
generosity is laid bare, and thus by
which generosity becomes possible for
believers. Of course, it can turn into a
sort of sentimentality. But the task of
actually showing Christ is harder-
showing not a generalised acceptabil-
ity in another person and producing a
generalised tolerance, but showing the
specific challenges and graces of the
real Jesus, and producing a specific
gratitude. So the priest has to ask, where
in this life and witness is the healing
and absolving of Jesus, where is the
summons of Jesus to penitence, where
is the bearing of the cross, where is the
resurrection? In the context of conflict
within the church, local or global, the
priest as a human participant charged
with making particular decisions, may
have to take sides at some points; but
before and beyond that, the priest has
to remind everyone involved of what and
where they are, and so of the expecta-
tion that, if the Church is what it claims,
Christ will be visible on both sides in
certain ways.

This can also involve showing
people the suffering Christ in each

other. One of the painful things priests
(not to say bishops and archbishops)
have to hear is two parties expressing
with equal anger and grief the sense
that the other is always the favoured
one, that they are powerless victims.
The liberal and the traditionalist will
give an uncanny echo to each other as
each insists that their pain and anxiety
are ignored by the powerful opposition
who control everything. So that before
further battle is joined, there is a role
for the priest in enjoining a pause to
ask, ‘Can I see not only my suffering
but the other’s? Can I see the cross not
in my experience but in theirs’? Put it
bodly: the priest sometimes has to
speak not only as parent to the prodi-
gal son, but as parent to the elder
brother who can only see his brother’s
forgiveness as his own humiliation and
loss.

And it is in interpreting people, es-
pecially believing people, to each other
at this level that the priest has to act as
the ‘weaver’ of communal life. The
Church is a variegated body, not a cha-
otic mass trying to apportion jobs; but
it still needs a kind of orchestrating in
order to show the activity of the one
Christ in the diverse roles and func-
tions and gifts being exercised. This is
what the priest’s leadership in public
worship and sacramental life makes vis-
ible: the Romanian theologian, Dumitru
Staniloae, wrote that the priest’s role
was to ‘assemble and concentrate’ the
Christian people at prayer. When the
priest gives voice to the praying iden-
tity of Christians at the celebration of
the Eucharist, our prayers are located
where they need to be located, as-
sembled and concentrated in the act of
Christ. But the weaving, the building
into differentiated unity that the priest
is committed to, does not stop with the
celebration of t he Eucharist-though

everything else done will take its en-
ergy and urgency from that. The
priestly task is a making of connections
at many levels. Paul tells us that
Christ’s is a ministry of reconciliation,
and that we have to realise in our rela-
tions with each other that peace which
Christ has made for us with God, The
preist may simply be connecting per-
sons-bringing the alienated to meet
each other, peacemaking in the indi-
vidual or the collective context, ad-
dressing racial and social conflict, lis-
tening to the tensions over justice be-
tween men and women. The priest
may be connecting visions and ideas-
building bridges between the gospel
and human concerns, working as an
apologist who seeks to make faith hu-
manly compelling.

To be a lookout, telling unwelcome
truths, you have to ask what sort of
things make a trustworthy person. And
one possible answer is that faithfulness
is something that renders a man or
woman trustworthy, the willingness to
be congistent and patient. It can be the
willingness to stick with a situation ef -
dis-ease and conflict, and not look for
a quick and false solution. But faithful-
ness applies, even more importantly, to
the formation of personal discipline.
Does our personal rhythm of prayer and
study show the marks of patience, per-
sistence, healthy scepticism about
hasty expectations? Does it move on
deep tides, able to hold still in periods
of frustrated or numb feeling, unafraid
of silence? This should be the most
secret aspect of the ordained life in
many ways; but somehow, mysteri-
ously, I think that believing people get
a sense of whether a priest’s life of
prayer is or isn’t characterised by this
sort of steadiness, the long breaths for
the long haul. Itis this familiarity with
(Contd. on Page 10)
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the face of humanity and this fidelity in
prayer that equips us for the most de-
manding aspect of the imterpreter’s
task. We can’t uncover the face of
Christ in people unless we have the
habit of real attention to human faces
in all their diversity-but also the habit
of familiarity with the face of Christ.
How do we recognise him, let alone
help others to do so, if we are not spend-
ing time with that face, in the study of
Scripture and in adoration and silence?
Faithful and persistent looking into the
face of Jesus is the essential condition
for connecting people with each other;
without that, all we can offer is human
goodwill, human shrinking from the
cost of conflict, our own limited skills
of sympathy and listening. But if we
try to remain familiar with Jesus, we
believe that our listening and mediat-
ing has a sacramental dimension,
moestly imperceptible to us, but real and
energising. We are allowing some fuller
reality into the situation, the reality in
whose climate we live: the priestly me-
diation of Christ.

Weaving the community together,
then, while it draws out all our psycho-
logical and personal skills, is finally the
work of Christ and the Spirit. To know

THE CHRISTIAN PRIEST TODAY (Contd. from Page 6)

D@ HHNB MEMaslBNIM)0 BHO6M
OSkeNIMAI) ‘HMEIY D’ @:06mlay
£EISIANIIM]0 Al (Slavayallend
SHOH BB MO C®INDHS) 99D
aflomlenomd aigiamleneso. anmueslwo
@22001M)CAE] HOWGI(AIAID ald:Td
'008002M’ ©21dmeapud HaBak &
o)@laily uoand0R)md 89009 (@]
OHNE aleMleny ®IBEM® 185,000
@pmulolwenonowosni, TUEManOmIHGg
m)allewado  @)(M) UG U SO0 LI0
O&BOm) (alTolay (@lmimala as)
ailoaisslenoe 210500005)con6E] QImm),
8N alo(@ldsalmd amm)ndaueacelo
20ilailg) msan aowd (@lmiom) H0emomsl
@)mlg emoailgl. @R} @D Omo P
M2Oome ale(®Imlen) »oewlad
‘auowmoe” Perromlo)aTIBkeeEMo. alct@a
i) (S1nI®) B308)0m DaIE3M0 ‘03
poaleils)s’ agmosn), aquawmoe Oeal
S0 a)aME). MEWOS COSS @S]
@leilo)mom aml. eaeels) ea00am aio)
maidas ayamololyjonl 80y cmo08
mlead spwlendlclenss aeandsal.
allnvos mm)aee Me)Ed mlan) afle
odencenz? @Y OBOHHCWONSIajo TMIW
QSHDW)o CMIBHCHTR? @

that is to be grateful; and it is gratitude
that sustains us in the tension of our
own holding and plaiting together of
the strands of human and Christian
variety. If our ministerial priesthood is
making visible of what the Church is, it
must be always referring itself to the
action that makes and keeps it; if we
know what that action really is, we shall
be thankful. Surprisingly gratitude and
theology belong together. Theology is
supposed to let us know the depth and
dimension of what has been done, the
scale of the landscape we inhabit, so
that we are less likely to see the Church
as just a human association dependent
upon skill, agreement and goodwill.
Priests need detachment-not from hu-
man suffering or human delight, but
from dependence on human achieve-
ment; and good theology offers train-
ing in such detachment. prompting us
to keep our eyes on the landscape in
its full scale. So the priest today needs
a faithful and patient commitment in
prayer and in work; a sense of the depth
of the human heart, in good and ill, a
certain three-dimensionality in under-
standing humanity; a patience with
human diversity that is expressed by
the willingness to keep looking at the

Priests need detachment-not
from human suffering or human
delight, but from dependence on
human achievement; and good
theology offers training in such
detachment, prompting us 16
keep our eyes on the landscape

in its full scale.

human face; a familiarity with the face
of Jesus that enables him or her to
recognise it even when it is hidden; a
habit of gratitude and a level of detach-
ment. But all of this relates in one way
or another to having a theology worth
talking about, a picture of the universe
within God's purpose and of Christ as
both the agent and the environment of
the new creation. Within and beyond
all the debates about the detail of theo-
logical education and ministerial forma-
tion these days, the largest question
still remains too often unanswered:
what is the shape and unity of the Chris-
tian view of creation itself? This is not
a question about having more ‘doc="
trine’ in a course, but about how the
whole process of ministerial education
makes us natives in the landscape into
which Jesus has invited us, and gives
us some of the tools for celebrating how
God has acted to introduce us into this
place. We are not called on to give a bit
more room to one module among oth-
ers here, but to see this actual and
present world joyfully and consistently
in the light of God’s being and doing,
in the light of the trinitarian life and the
incarnation of the Word.

When the vision of God’s being and
doing has become weak, theology be-
comes defensive and so do Christians
in general and priests in particular.
All T have said so far implies that the
priest’s task is centrally and essen-
tially to proclaim the world renewed-
in personal care, in public teaching,
in sacramental action.. And the point
of such proclamation is to tell the as--,
sembly of believers who they are in
God’s presence, what it is to be in-
volved with and in the priestly act of
Jesus Christ and what that means in
the daily interactions of human life in
terms of reconciliation, judgement, risk
and gift.

(Excerpts from a lecture deliv-
ered on 28 May 2004)
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Aswe entered a new century, we
are at a tuming point. Science, tech-
nologies, philosophies and education
have taught us that our resources are
abundant and our riches unlimited. But
this is proved to be wrong. Our natural

*ources are getting depleted very fast
Md energy sources getting dried up.
We have forgotten to view life in its
totality. Excessive technological
growth has created an environment in
which life has become unhealthy. Un-
planned technological development
upsets the ecological balance. Science
can be used for understanding the uni-
verse as well as for accumulating
power. The role of the former is wis-
dom while that of the latter is manipu-
lation. Today the emphasis of science
has shifted from wisdom to power. The
rapid accumulation of knowledge has
thereby turned to be a threat to human
life. Physics has taught us that the great
cosmos is nothing but chaos of par-
ticles without any specific purpose.
Consequently a materialistic view is felt

: ;n every sphere of human life. Accord-

g to the Buddhist view there can be
no wisdom without compassion. It
means science is of no value unless it
is accompanied by social concern. One
of the greatest threats we are facing
today is pollution of air, water and
soil. Many of the chemicals we syn-
thesize are unknown to Nature and our
organism. For many decades the cheni-
cal industry has been dumping wastes
into the earth and these dumpsites are
called ‘toxic time bombs’. Many have
started realizing that chemical indus-
tries are becoming life destroying cen-

tres rather than life sustaining ones.
Our emphasis on technology cre-
ates not only massive quantities of
waste but requires large quantities of
energy also. Non-renewable energy
derived from fossil fuels powers most
of our production processes. In their
attempt t0 maintain the current level of
production, the industrial countries
have ferocionsly exploited the available
sources of fossil fuels. This process of

but not less frightening is the accidents
involving nuclear weapons.

Another problem is the disposal of
nuclear waste. Tons of nuclear waste
which are being produced annually
remain a dangerous poison for lakhs of
years and it can cause fatal cancer.
Another challenge the world faces to-
day is associated with the production
and preservation of food. The healthy
organic food is replaced by synthetic

The New Century:

a turning point?

Prof. Jacob George

energy production can cause unprec-
edented ecological disturbances. En-
ergy is an important parameter connect-
ing the individual and the society. More
€énergy consumption means more
depletion of our natural resources,
more destruction of our forests, more
pollution, more chemical poisoning and
$0 on. What we need is not merely ex-
cess of energy but a profound change
in values, attitudes and life-styles. The
generally suggested alternative for fos-
sil fuels is nuclear power. The destruc-
tive power of nuclear bombs is well
known to us. Nuclear energy is said to
be cheap, clean and safe. But facts
prove otherwise. The accidents of
nuclear plants in the U.S. and
Chernobyll are well known. Less known
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products. When used along with alco-
hol and cigarettes they form a major
health hazard. Excessive use of drugs
especially psychoactive drugs, tran-
quilizers, sedatives, stimulants, and anti
depressants is yet another problem
Many drugs are only marginally effec-
tive and all have harmful side effects.
What the pharmaceutical companies
are doing in medicine is done by petro-
chemical industries in agriculture and
farming. The practice of using exces-
sive chemicals has disturbed the natu-
ral system resulting in many diseases.
Fertile soil is a living system contain-
ing billions of living organisms. Solar
energy is the natural fuel that drives
the soil cycles and living systems of all
sizes are needed to keep the system in
balance. Today we know that the new
type of agriculture, with its massive use
of pesticides and fertilizers, has neither
helped farmers nor the starving mil-

- lions. The practice of single crop mo-

noculture resuited in great loss of ge-
netic variety and high risk of large acre-
ages being destroyed by a single pest.
For the consumer, the tie of food prod-
ucts to the land has almost disap-
peared, Many children believe that
food comes from super market shelves!
Farmers have lost most of their free-
dom and creativity and they are forced
10 use new production techniques.
These techniques are not based on
ecological considerations but are de-
termined by the market. Farmers can-
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not grow the breed that the land indi-
cates. But today farmers have started
realizing the hazards of chemical farm-
ing and are turning to traditional sys-
tems.

Some very dangerous chemicals
banned in the developed nations are
sold freely in the third world countries.
The argument is that only through the
use of these chemicals, food for the
entire population can be produced. But
the problem of world hunger is not at
all a technical problem. It is socio- po-
litical. Mahatma Gandhi put it way back
inthe 1940s; ‘This earth has everything
to meet man’s need but not his greed’.
Researchi shows that food produced in
the world today is sufficient to provide
for more than the world population; but
still millions starve. Multi-national com-
panies are clearing millions of hectares
of land-in Amazon river basin in Brazil
to raise cattle. This could glter the cli-
mate all through the world. Agricuiture
business can thus ruin the soil on
which our very existence depends. An
enterprise that was originally nourish-

ing and life sustaining has become a
major hazard in individual, social and
ecological health.

Our paradigm for health, agriculture
and education has to change. Today
the heaith departments are not inter-
ested in public health, but rather in the
money involved. Present establish-
ments vigorously opposc fundamen-
tal revisions. But the ray of hope is that
holistic health movements and holistic
approach (o agriculture are gaining
momentumn through environmental
groups, anti nuclear organizations,
consumer groups, socizl liberation
movements, etc. They subscribe to the
holistic and ecological view of life. The
new rising culture shares a vision of
reality that is stil] being discussed and
explored and will eventually emerge as
a new paradigm. Today human
progress has reached the dead end of
the road. It is time that it refurned
with new understanding and new vi-
sion.

(The author is teaching in the
Dept. of Chemistry, CMS College, Kottayam)
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