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BORN FOR EACH OTHER
AND SERVING OTHERS

ES (also known as Bishop Joshi Me

morial Lectures) that Imet George. I
had heard about him, .but had never met
him in person. I was then a professor of
systematic theology at the United
Theological College, Bangalore. I had
spent almost 30 years in the South without
severing my relationship with the Church
of North India as one of its Presbyters. |
was suffering from the uneasy feeling that
the CNI had forgotten me and that I had

nt was at one of the BUILD LECTUR

REV.

unfolded itself as we worked together.

George was born on the 4th August,
1934 at a village called Tiruvalla in Kerala.
Unlike other Christian leaders, he was
educated in Hindu schools and colleges.
He looks upon this as valuable experience
which introduced him to inter-religious
dialogue very early in his life and
broadened his outlook. He practised inter-
religious dialogue with people of other
faiths at Alleppy.

DR. ARAVIND P.

NIRMAL

important posts as Priest-in-Charge of all
Saints, Nagpur, CIPBC Youth Secretary
and Bishop’s Chaplain. He organized
youth conferences at Allahabad and
Amritsar where many of the present CNI
bishops were present as participants.

While involved in many ecumenical
activities, he obtained a scholarship of the
World Council of Churches for doctorate
studies at Philip’s University. He also
attended some graduate courses at

become a persona non grata as far as my
church relations were concerned. I shared
my uneasiness with George. I was not very
optimistic about the outcome of this
meeting. But then I was very pleasantly
shocked when in about two months time I
was invited to CNI's programme called
Towards Holistic Understanding of
Mission as a resource person. George then
was the Co-ordinator of this programme.
This opportunity of working together
,blossomed into permanent friendship.
Neither I nor George then knew that
George was soon fo become my Bishop.
After the sad demise of the Rt. Rev. D.J.
Vairagar, the then Bishop of Nasik, in
God’s providence George became the
Bishop of Nasik and was consecrated on
17th July, 1994. He then asked me to take
up a job in the Nasik Diocese. [tesponded
positively, and am now in Ahmednagar,
helping the Diocese with a number of
different programmes. During this period,
I have got to know the Ninans more
_intimately. The following story has
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During his student days, he joined the
S.C.M. and later became its senior friend
and supporter. It was at the S.C.M that; he
met Rachel, a Christian pastor’s daughter.
This S.C.M. companionship finally
resulted into their marriage on 19th
October, 1961. As a young person, George
took active part in Indian freedom struggle
and was also associated with Gandhi’s
Ashram movement.

Along with Dr. K.C. Abraham, the
present Director of SATHRI, he travelled
to Japan for meetings and conferences
related to youth work and evangelism.
Later, he became the Youth Secretary of
the Central Kerala Diocese.

For his theological studies. George
went to Leonard Theological College,
Jabalpur. But before he could complete his
B.D. degree course, he was met and
persuaded by Bishop J.W. Sadiq to take
up pastoral ministry at All Saints Cathedral
Nagpur. He therefore, had to complete-his

B.D. externally, George held such

Chicago. He was a student in the very first
batch of students who were preparing for
the Doctor of Ministry programme of
Philip’s University.

It was Bishop Arthur Luther who
invited him to Bombay to work with
Urban-Rural Mission. His work there
resulted into BUILD in 1979. In 1985, he
was invited to be the Executive Secretary
of the Urban Rural Mission in Hong Kong
and in 1986 the Associate General
Secretary of the Christian Conferences in
Asia based at Singapore.

He returned to India in 1992 and
became the co-ordinator of the Synodical
Board of Social Services of the Church of
North India. It was George Ninan again
who led the CNI into the programme
Towards a Holistic Understanding of
Mission (THUM) and became its Co-
ordinator.

Never short of ideas, George has the
distinction of starting such centers as Asha
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Kendra, Puntamba, in 1984, Vikas
Adhyayan Kendra, Bombay and INSAF
(Indian National Social Action Forum).

He has never been merely an
academic person. All his programmes and
ideas are praxis oriented.

Both George and Rachel like people.
An efficient teacher in her own right, she
has fully supported her husband in all this
work. On average, atleast 75 cups of tea
are made in their home every day to quench
the thirst of office workers and visitors. In

.. November 1994, I left my job in Bangalore

Some of the strengths of George, as
I see them, are his desire for the best and
his unwillingness to take No for the plans
and schemes he envisages and his
tremendous ability to relate himself to
people around him.

I asked him searching questions
about his views on the Church of North
India and I gathered the following;

He believed that the Church of North
India needs to be restructured especially
withreference to CNI's property-he would
like a more honest and judicious handling

He also believes that time has come
for CNI to evaluate its social action impact.
He believes that the Church of North India
has the potential for change.

After becoming the Bishop of Nasik
Diocese of the Church of North India, he
had been striving ceaselessly for the
holistic development of the diocese.

May God bless and make ffuitful the
ministry of George and Rachel is my most
earnest prayer to God. &

L

and came to Ahmednagar all alone. My
wife, Elizabeth, could not come with me
as her school-Bishop Cotton Boy’s School,
Bangalore would not relieve her till she
completed the academic year. I became a
permanentnon-paying guest in the Ninan
home.

Both of them readily respond to
other’s needy whenever they see needs
people. Itis because of this spiritual quality
shared by both of them that I titled this
piece. Born for each other and serving
others. Before writing this piece, I
interviewed both of them.

Iasked them about their future plans.
Both of them want to remain involved in
people’s ministry. They believe in living
in a community. They would also like to
experiment with an inter-religious and
social action oriented community. The
Ninans, it seems, are never going to retire.
After Bishop’s Official retirement, he
wants to devote his time for the ministry
to the aged and aging people.
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of property matters. George would also
like to see within the CNI a greater sense
of unity.

Pondering critically over the present
state of affairs in the CNI, he laments that
the 23 diocese are functioning like 23
independent kingdoms and believes that
coordination of and cooperation among the
23 dioceses are necessary. He also believes
sincerely that our Bishops too are human
and therefore, are in need of pastoral care
and counselling. These must come from the
people they are ministering to. People
and community are central to his
way of thinking. He, therefore,
believes that the concept of episcopos
should be rethought and redefined
by the deglamorized; and bishops
like presbyters should be
transferable in accordance with the
needs of the Church into smaller
dioceses. Such are some of his radical
views.

RL. Rev. Dr. George Ninan & Mrs. Rachel Ninan
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Urban Poor: The Indian Scene

he story of the growth of the urban
poor, is the story of the growth of

the urban centres in India. India has
not so far experienced rapid indus
trialization or the industrial revolution.
India remains predominantly a rural
country. During the British period India
confributed to the industrialization of the
West but was kept out of the process
consciously by the British rulers. The
colonial powers used India as a supplier
of raw materials for their factories.

The emergence: Hence a careful
study of Indian industrialization would
show that our metropolitan cities--Calcutta,

RT. REV.
growing beyond their capacities and
opening up subsidiary service sectors,
small scale industries etc. Naturally these
provided more job opportunities and the
city became the target of young and old
seeking one kind of employment or the
other. The railway system made the flow
to the cities easier, quicker and heavier.
Thus we find that he established urban
centres were mostly ports engaged in the
flow of raw material outside the country
and handled the inflow of finished goods.
The cities also provided certain
infrastructures and subsidiary trade and
commerce.

“

-
( Unemployment is growing in the big cities, both in the ports

which developed in the colonial period as well as in the cities
that grew around the heavy industry projects of socialist plan-
ning. Statistics hide the fact of a disparity between the rich
and the poor. The new economy pollicy will not benefit the
poor either in the cities or the countryside. So argued Dr.
George A. Ninan, CNI Bishop of Nasik at a YMCA conven-
tion in Visakhapatnam. Dr. Ninan was formerly Associate

JGeneral Secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia.

N

=

Bombay and Madras- are ports and were
developed during British rule. The raw
material was brought to the port for exports
and finished products arrived from England
at these ports. The marketing of such goods
was done in these big port cities. So trade

After independence, since the then
government believed in a mixed economy
with socialist ideas, export and import
became secondary priority to establishing
heavy industries wherever raw material
could be found. These industrial cities

890§ oL 6avd. omodel
aammon malalo
mullansm queamsmom e
milyinf) aojas] atowymm).

and commerce developed in these cities.
Britain also developed a good system of
railways providing transport of raw
materials and finished goods as well as
people. Hence our big cities started

NEW VISION

emerged in the open deserted areas and in
many cases followed a planned growth.
Almost all the workers came from outside
and depended on the companies to provide
basic infrastructure including housing,

DR. A. GEORGE NINAN.

education and medical care. These
industrial towns did not have at the
beginning the problem of unemployment
and hence no large scale poverty. However,
gradually there grew around these cities all
kinds of service units providing eating
facilities, private educational institutions,
medical facilities and entertainment. Such
development brought in additional number
of people. The industrial cities had
employed a vast number of outside local
rural/tribal people for the construction of
the factories and the townships. After
finishing the construction work the
unskilled rural folk became unemployed.
Their previous rural/tribal life style had
been completely changed and after several
years of employment they suddenly found
themselves unemployed. Thus the post-
independence emergence of industrial
cities also contributed to the total number
of urban poor in India.

So the emergence of urban poor is a
result of colonial rule which did not
promote planned industrialization as well
as the growth of industrial cities in the
heartland of India which also did not
foresee and plan for employment and
welfare of the people. In addition to these
two major factors the main reason for the
growth of the cities and urban poor is the
underdeveloped rural India. Mahatma
Gandhi the father of our nation entertained
a vision of India which was rural, self
sufficient, community-based and self-
governed villages. The modern
developmental activists to some extent
would endorse Gandhiji's vision as it is
proved from experience that the so-called
development which is taking place around
the world is not sustainable in terms of

environment, justice, and equality. Such’

development as one has seen would make
life on earth impossible in the years to come
due to over-consumption of the resources,
pollution and the problem of waste control.
Gandhiji's dream, however, did not sound
practicable in a world which is in pursuit
of new technology and consumer interests.
In Indian villages where the majority of
the population live, the feudal system and
land-ownership pattern still thrive today.
The landlords dominate the scene and take

-y
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advantage of the ordinary people who are
either marginal farmers or landless
labourers. Their life is hard and they find
it difficult to sustain their lives. The
population continues to increase inspite of
all efforts for family planning. This results
in excess labour force which can not be
absorbed gainfully in agriculture in the
rural areas. Such situation has been
happening and continues to happen even
today forcing people to migrate to cities
seeking employment and once they are in
the city it is difficult for them to return to
the village. The shrinkage of job
opportunities in rural areas results in
growing migration to urban population.
Since independance, India's urban centres,
thus increasing the urban population has
experienced a tremendous increase. For
example it doubled during the last two
decades from 109 million in 1971 to 217
million in 1991. During the last decade
while the total population grew at the rate
of 23.56 per cent, the urban population
registered a growth of 36.19 per cent. India
with the second largest population in the
world, also accounts for the second largest
urban population although it is one of the
least urbanized countries in the world.

One cannot talk about urban poor out
of context of the total economic situation
of the whole nation. Indiais a developing
country. During the last 40 years of
Independence, there has been economic
growth. There has been the green

j% @En)als

revolution assuring us enough food grains.
The statistics show that there has been
growth of GNP. Infact India is listed ahead
of China in per capita GNP in the World
Bank annual report of 1990. World Bank
Report of the same year projected a
dramatic fall in poverty in India in the

(7 3
Such development as one has

seen would make life on earth
impossible in the years to
come due to over-cons
umption of the resources,
pollution and the problem of
waste control. Gandhiji’s
dream, however, did not
sound practicable in a world
which is in pursuit of new
technology and consumer

interests.

\ Z
1990s. Itis predicted that the percentage
of those who are below poverty line is
expected to come down from 57 per cent
in 1989 to 25.4 percent by 2000. This
would mean roughly a drop in the number
of the poor from 420 million to 255 million
by the end of 2000. All these statistics
given in the present mood in the country,
infact, hide the r®al picture. There is
tremendous optimism that the new
economic policy would usher in an era of
prosperity in the country and that we would
“develop” to the standards of the Western
world. The increase in per capital
income in a country like ours where
the majority of the people have only

e

marginal or no participation in
economic activity only shows the
widening gap between the rich and
the poor. Itis feared that along with the
Exit Policy that is sought to be
implemented, employees will be forced to
choose between unemployment and a
lower wage rate. Moreover with the full
adoption of market economy in India a
condition where labour supply exceeds
demand, the real wages will be compressed
by 30 to 40 percent of the present level.
Unskilled labour with very low bargaining
power because of its unorganized character
and marginialisation will be hit harder. The

" Situation has also led to a perceptible

increase in rural indebtedness. In the
absence of institutional mechanism local
moneylenders loan money at interest rates
as high as 100 per cent and use goods to
recover interest and capital with eriminal
intimidation and even torture. This appllies
to the urban poor as well and leads to the
crim inalisation of the rural and urban life.

Hence in India while there has been
growth and development, the majority of
the people are poor and marginalised. The
economic advancement seems to be
lopsided as it looks only at the growth rate
and does not bother about distributive
justice, Hence in a discussion of the urban
poor, these issues and problems as well as
the country’s response should be taken into
consideration within the framework of the
current socio-economic and political
systems and structures. We can not deal
with urban poor alone. They are part of
the total people who are exploited,
marginalized and oppressed. o
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A
Bishop's
plea
to his
people

lease do not pray for me as

P though I am a saint, a spiritual
giant: I am like one of you; a sin-

ner saved by grace and continually need-
ing the saving of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is easy for me to get busy
in administration and neglect prayer
time. As a bishop, I am subject to temp-
tations just as you are. Satan will try one
way or another to hinder my testimony,
rob my life of spiritual strength, and
make my witness futile. My temptaions
are to use my position for my personal
selfish gain; to use my authority to rule
over others rather than to serve them; to
think of my privileges more than of my
responsibilities.

I need your prayers that God
will give me grace to be humble and
moral strength to resist temptations.

Please remember that I can be lonely,
discouraged, irritable, impatient and
sometimes even heartless, and hurt
people.

I covet your daily prayers that
I may ever live, work and serve with
my heart aflame with the love and com-
passion of Christ, that I may fulfil the
high Calling of Christ to faithfully serve
those who are Committed to my charge,
to the glory of God, our Father.
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t the 25th Session of the CSI

Synod in January 96, the Gen

eral Secretary reported on the

sufferings that the people of
Jaffna are undergoing. Almost all the citi-
zens in Jaffna had to flee to save their
lives when the town fell to the conquer-
ing Sri Lankan army. The Jaffna Tamils
have became refugees in their own coun-
try.

Bishop Ambalavanar and
Chandra Ambalavanar, we were told, had
to walk more than 40 kilometres, with a
little bag each in their hand, together
with their people. Itisin the reporting of
that flight and plight of his peoples that

* the bishop had said, "We realised how

much we acquire and how little we re-
quire!" A gem of a spiritual insight, so
simple and beautiful to hear and yet how
difficult and hard to practice!

and understand this process of
marginalisation in our society and the
root causes of this malady. We can also
contribute to the formation of public
opinion and put public pressure so that
the safety net of social welfare may be
widened and the Government gives
greater priority to eradicate poverty, and
takes greater initiative to make the vul-
nerable sections selfreliant,

Within the church, we can be-
gin to share more. One can at least pay
tithes on our total income, which a Ko-
rean theologian, Kim Yong Bock has
called "the first step" towards social jus-
tice, and obedience to the Biblical im-
perative of doing justice, which is to
know God. The Church can make pro-
vision that the benefit of our develop-
mental actvities go to the bottom-most
20 per cent of our congregations - not to
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built the houses for the poor, we are in
debt now, but surely we will do it soon".
At least there is a sensitivity and "guilt"
or uneasy feeling, when the church's ob-
ligation to the poor is not fulfilled. This
is already a positive gain, I believe.

Coming to the Sri Lankan
problem, it is not merely a problem of -
ethnic strife, but, as Jaffna friends in the
Synod reported, it appears to be a sys-
tematic genocide of a minority or at least
an attempt to reduce the Tamil people to
a powerless and voiceless mass, who
may exist only as second class citizens,

According to figures given by
them, of the total population of 17 mil-
lion in Sri Lanka, Tamils were 2.5 mil-
lions. Great movements and displace-
ment of people are happening. 4,65,000
people are refugees and have migrated
to Canada, USA, Europe or Australia. In
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Sam Amirtham
(Courtesy. People's Reporter)

As incomes for middle class
people increase, as consumer articles fill
our homes through cash or hire purchase,
as standard of living rises, we need to
remember that we, the middle class, form
the major beneficiaries and, if we are to
believe our socially commited econo-
mists, this happens at the expense of the
poorer, vulnerable and marginalised sec-
tions of our people. The poor are becom-
ing poorer and they are on the increase
in absolute terms, and proportionate
terms, though a few individuals amon g
them may be able to cross over the pov-
erty line.

The problem with our eco-
nomic system is that while people are
marginalised, it propagates the myth that
there is precious little that we, individu-
als, can do about it, A sense of helpless-
ness creeps in even among the socially
conscien- tized people. I believe we can
do at least two things. First, try to analyse
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the middle classes, as it happens often.

As the development projects
are implemented towards liberative jus-
tice and just distribution of resources,
individual families and persons can start
giving to the point it begins to hurt. In
my diocese the teaching we strive to give
is to set apart tithes, as due to God. Of
that to give one half, 5 per cent, to God
through the church and the other 5 per
cent to God through programmes and
agencies that we believe are significant
for the kingdom.

One cause for which our
people give liberally is for church build-
ings. When congregations build
churches and parsonages and commu-
nity halls, we exhort them that they
should simultaneously help a poor fam-
ily, Christian or not, to build a house.
As this is urged more and more, congre-
gations catch the vision. [ sometimes get
apologies from congregations when I go
far dedications, “Bishop - we haven't yet

India alone there are about 70,000. In
Sri Lanka, due to the latest military op-
eration, 4,50,000 in the North and
3,00,000 in the Eastern Province have
become refugees in their own mother-
land. Of the 2.5 million Tamils
1,285,000 are now displaced, a human
tragedy of suffering in our times, under
our very eyes.

And out of this suffering, in
God's providence grows a new spiritu-
ality, a new irust in God, an urgrudging
heart, and immense hope. A spirituality
that challenges our attitude to our
posessions, acquired in legitimate or il-
legitimate means,

Our God will not, I am sure,
let this much suffering go without pur-
pose and meaning. Before such auda-
cious pain and patience, I offer my
humble thothirams to Bishop and
Chandra Ambalavanar, and their people.
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he letters and articles on C.S.I
Congregations outside the geographical
area of this Church published in your jour-
nal were read with interest. There are a large
number of C.S.I Congregations in Gulf
countries and North America. These con-
gregations are organised by the people who
were employed or settled there. In North
America each congregation is registered as
a society and is governed by the rules of
each State. The membership of these con-
gregations consists of not only the em-
ployed persons and their children but also
the aged parents who are ignorant of En-
glish and worship conducted in English.
People are much at home when they wor-
ship in their mother tongue. Hence they
prefer Malayalee Priests. This is possible
only through the Bishops of their own
Dioceses. There are many priests who de-
sire a posting in America so that they can
better their theological qualifications, An
assignment in America or in Gulf countries
will better the financial status of the priests
who are drawn mostly from middle class
homes.

There are many ground realities
we should understand before coming into
hasty conclusions regarding congregations
outside the geographical area of C.S..
These congregations are willing to spon-
sor good projects and schemes in any Dio-
cese. More often the Mother Diocese will
have some schemes to suggest and these
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congregations readily help. The Bishops
of the Dioceses occasionally require a
change, and a visit to these congregations
provide them the welcome rest. Some Bish-
ops use these visits as opportunities to
project schemes of the Diocese which need
substantial financial support. Some Bish-
ops use their visits as opportunilies to make
some quick buicks for personal affairs. Fan-
cied by the luxurious way of life, these
Bishops are attracted to many modern gad-
gets available outside India. ;

The members of the congrega-
tion need spiritual strengthening. They are
torn between the Indian and Western cul-
tures. Many of them are silent spectators
of the influence of the western culture of
their children. They have the feeling of
insecurity and are subjected to much ten-
sion in the homefront. Husband and wife
work on different shifts and often they get
no time to be together with their children,
Many families just exist with all the
unshared burdens. Whatexactly is the role
of the Church in such a situation? Are the
priests sent to these parishes adequately
qualified to be of help to the parishners to
counsel and guide?

We live in a world of specializa-
tion. The Church need ministers with spe-
cializations. We need better qualified
Youth Counsellors, marriage counsellors,
family counsellors and also “think Cells”
which help priests with new ideas, and new
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ways of service. Ministry to congregations
outside India also needs specialised trained
priests.

About the administration of
these congregations, the Synod should be

able to give directions. The Synod could %

direct a Bishop of the Church to supervise
these congregations and the Bishop should
be responsible to the Synod for his actions.
These congregations are to be seen as mis-
sionary out posts of the Indian Church. The

interpretation of the Gospel. The West had
its contributions to the East in a large mea-
sure in the past. Now it is the turn of the
East.

East has much to contribute to west in the ‘

The congregations in the Gulf
countries have a greater role to play. These
congregations are to strengthen the spiri-
tual life of the individual members, that
they all be living witness of the Lord in
their place of work. They are forbidden
from proclaiming the Gospel. So theirrole
in proclaiming the Lord through their life
has to be strengthened. A large number of
Christians work in the Gulf countries.
These Christians should take up mission-
ary work not through lips but through life,
The priests and congregations are tobe

geared for such a witness. I see much pros- o

pects for the C.S.I. congregations outside
the geographical area of C.S.I.
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