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The best day : Today
The best gift : Forgiveness
The greatest sin : Fear

The greatest need : Common sense

The greatest trouble-maker : Talking too much

The greatest teacher : One who makes you want to learn
The worst bankrupt : One who has lost all enthusiasm
The cleverest man . One who does what he thinks right

The meanest feeling . Jealousy

The most expensive indulgence : Hate

The cheapest and easiest thing to do : Finding fault

The best part of one’s religion : Gentleness & Cheerfulness
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Daniel Babu Paul

As Christmas approaches I cannot
but recall the transformation of Christ-
mas in my own mind over the fifty-plus
years of clear memory. When we were
young there were two Christmases ev-
ery year, December for the Latins and
January for the Syrians. Now I know
that neither is real Christmas. what we
celebrate is a baptised Pagan festival.
As a student of the Bible I feel that itis
more reasonable to think that Jesus was
born before end November or after
February. I also know today that this is
the second Christmas of the new cen-
tury only because we follow a certain
calendar; Jesus was born at least 2008
years ago. How I wish I could unlearn
these facts. Or at least learn not to no-
tice them. And get back the excitement
of the child which I, the adult man, lost
somewhere on the way.

Iknow that it is not easy for a Chris-
tian to celebrate Christmas honestly
today, wherever one is, and whichever
one’s denomination is, but it is al] the
more sad for me to re-live the Joy of
Christmas this year in Kerala as a mem-
ber of the Syrian Orthodox Church.
There are two families in Perum bavoor,
close to where I had seen my Christ-
mas evolve, where tears form the re-
sponse to the angels. You could argue
that one was an accident sought by the
victim and the other was a crime be-
yond what the organizers had
wanted(!), but I get no consolation from
either thought. The blood of Binu and
Varghese is red in colour; the tears of
their families have the same chemical
composition. The One who created
both should know: praise be to Him for
showing us how we need him today
more than at any other time in recent
memory.

“Don’t be araid!” he said, “ bring
you good news of great joy for every-
one”. Thatis Luke 2:10 in the NEW L1V
ING TRANSLATION. No fear, And great
joy. For everyone. No fear for Binu and
Varhese. and joy for their families? No

fear for Chinnu the child abandoned
hurt, and joy for her forlorn mother?
No fear for the American Black, and
joy for all Iraqi Arabs?

I do not know how we can experi-
ence the joy of Christmas in this third
millennium. The two components high-
lighted by the angel, absence of fear
and presence of happiness, are both
missing. Yet there is a way. If there was
none the Incarnation would have been
futile. The way leads from fields out-
side the village where the shepherds are
guarding their flocks of sheep to the city
of David where the child lies in swad-
dling clothes in the manger. Are we
willing to traverse that path, leaving our
earthly flocks of burden to God’s care,
concerned only about what awaits us
in the manger in Bethlehem, this
wornderful thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about? If
we are, then let us run to the village; If
we run then we will return in due course
glorifving and praising God.

It was Fulton Sheen who said that
only the wise and the illiterate who
come to meet the Lord finally, as it was
2000 years ago, so it is today. We the
halfbaked intellectuals and the half-
hearted believers do not make it to the
manger. The illiterate woman in my
village parish who would not know that
there is a word kenosis would meet the
One who come down while 1 grapple
with theological formulations on Incar-
nation and do not even choose to hear
the eternal question quo vadis.

The joy of Christmas will vanish if
itis not a joy for all. And it cannot be a
Joy for all unless it becomes a joy for
us individually to start with. Once we
experience the joy it becomes infec-
tious and we spread it to the society
around. But to experience that we need
to have the humility of the shepherds.

Humility is the key word. Sheen and
Barclay and many others have written
about the entry to the crypt in
Bethlehem. The Church of Nativity is

R

large but the cave is tiny and entry
thereto is inaccessible unless we are
ready to crawl in. It is no place for any
one who cannot bend and bow and
crawl on all fours, surrender in total
humility. That humility has to be di-
vinely inspired. It is not the humility
for public consumption, it is the humil-
ity to acknowledge that whatever we
have is His gift. The Orthodox prelates
use the expression “I the weak™, (snuel
a0lmmow emoad) some forget the
weakness and say snialaolmmom Moo!
though. This expression is meant to
glorify the Holy Spirit in all humility,
without Him I am not strong at all. It is
easy for me to say that I am a poor
speaker, but it would be as blasphe-
mous for me to say so as to say that my
oratorical skills are of my making. |
acknowledge that God has given me a
gift, just as He has denied me many
other gifts.

Let us run to the Manger in excite-
ment and anticipation: we shall return
with joy in our heart and praise on our
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It was a pleasant evening in New
Delhi. About 300 of us met together on
the Birla Grounds for our usual evening
prayer. Punctually at 5 p.m., the outside
door of the house opened and Gandhiji
walked out supported by two people on
either side. He climbed on to the elevated
platform, wearing a pure khadi cloth and
took his usual squatting posture. Some
started the hymn: ‘When I survey
wondrous cross......Love so amazing,

demands my life, my all.’ A scripture.
portion was read and Gandhiji gave a short

exposition. In one way, the whole scene
was a denial of what was going on outsi
the city and the rest of India. Stori
atrocities, violence and unimagina
cruelty were being reported evéry h
Even at the peaceful prayer mee
questions were raised. Gandhiji was not.
recluse, unaware of the realities all arourd.
His shoulders were stooping gradually,
wearing the burden of the pain of his
countrymen. We have seen during the
Monsoon rains, trubulent streams rushing
down, spreading destruction all along its
way, but disappearing suddenly into some
deep crevice. All is quiet in the depth of
the hole. Such was the Mahatma:
absorbing within him the poison of the
whole nation. He reminded me then
clearly of John, the beloved disciple of
Jesus who, at such a turbulent time, wrote
to his people: “Love, again I tell you love.”
That was Gandhiji’s message also.

A few weeks earlier, I had seen him
in Calcutta. I was then a student. Calcutta
was then the centre of unimaginable
violence. Dead bodies were pili ngup in
every street corner. I saw two blind
Muslim brothers, attending a Mosque,
lying side by side beaten to death. Whole
residential apartments were torched and
the people who tried to escape were beaten
down. I tried to rush to help some but it
was of no use. The police and the army
could not do much either. Then the news
spread that Gandhiji was coming to
Calcutta. He gotdown from the third class
compartment of the train at Howrah and
with his constant companion, his stick,
walked on to the large maidan. His first
words were: “Itis better to die than to live
in a world of violence”; then he declared
his fast unto death. No one expected much
to come out of this. A day or two went by
without anything remarkable happening.
The leaders vowed that they would lay
down their lives before any more violence

- and knives and other weapons and placing

esbutGandhifidid not relent. He
nged to see change in the'tank and file
the people.
Then the miracle happened. kB:;op]e
gan coming to Gandhiji with their guns

them before him, felf’ Eféxemd“ﬁegg"éd
or forgiveness. I theii$4W procesSions of
lifidus and Muslims i th

ets. Inithe past,

:d 1o speak
indi though & large number of people
NACSTETTRERY

o %

W%atlowetJ ﬁ
MAHATMAJI

would have understood English and he
was a master of that language. [ did not
understand much of what he said but one
word struck me-vegetarianism. I went
home and decided to follow him. For the
next twenty years I strictly followed the
principle.

The last time I saw Gandhiji was in
1948. I had left my studies in Calcutta
and had gone along with a few friends, to
serve the refugees in Punjab and
Kurukshetra at the time of partition. This
was in response to a call from Gandhiji.
He had asked, where are the Christians?
He added that the Christians are ami nority
community and so not a threat to either of
the larger communities and therefore
could go to both camps. Also, they have
the message of reconciliation. It was not
very easy to convince the Principal of our
college-a very generous English man-that
we had to go but we succeeded and found
ourselves in the heart of the troubles in
Ambala. A camp of over two hundred
thousand Muslims were waiting to travel
to Pakistan when cholera and small pox
broke out. After the trains carrying the
refugees left for Pakistan, we shifted to
Kurukshetra to receive the Hindus coming

. RETROSPECTION

from the other side.

The stories of the atrocities make one
shudder even now. Those who committed
the crimes had no other purpose in life
than to take revenge, and kill as many
innocent people as possible. Madness
created by an animal instinct to kill and
destroy was naturally ruling the camp. All
attempts at sobriety seemed futile.

Then again, the miracle happened. On
a broken radio we heard the news one
evening that Gandhiji had been
assassinated. The shock was great; we
walked out into the camp. There was a
deadly silence. We saw for the first time
tears in the eyes of the people. “He had
died for our sake”, was the solemn
testimony. We got into some transport and
reached Delhi in time for the funeral
march."®ne could not imagine a more
sober city. No one had the fear they would
be killed. A bit of everyone in Delhi-in
fact, all over the country-had died with
Gandhiji.

I went into an Ashram to sort out the
confusions and went on fast and silence
for several days. For the first time, 1
understood a bit more deeply the meaning
of ‘Satyagraha’ and of the one great
Satyagrahi who lived twenty centuries
carlier. In the Bible, in the book of Isaiah,
there are four short poems picturing the
servant of the Lord. The first one talks of
the call of the servant and his vocation, to
bring truth-non violence-to the ends of the
earth. The method is also mentioned: by
‘bringing music out of a broken
reed....light out of a smoking wick....’
Weakness is the source of strength and
power. The rest of the poems describe the
personal discipline the servant undergoes
to train himself, the sacrifice and the
suffering. The last of the poems describes
in detail the principle of Satyagraha. Itis
an innocent person who willingly accepts
the consequence of the violence and
eventually the rest of the world. He pays
for the world’s sins. And ultimately, his
life is taken away from him. But the
atoning power that act of offering releases,
is the greatest force the world has yet seen,
the force that can heal all wounds.

Gandhiji is that suffering servant. It is
the power of healing he has released that
alone has the answer for all the terrorism
that we experience today. I salute
Mahatmaji in all humility. Py
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There was a school with a class of
students no teacher had been able to
handle. Two or three teachers had been
run off from this school in one year by
the unruly students. A young man, just
out of college, heard about the class and
he applied to the school. The principal
asked the young man, “Do you not
know what you are asking for? No one
has been able to handle these students.
You are just asking for a terrible beat-
ing.”

After a few moments of silent
prayer, the young man looked at the
principal and said, “Sir, with your con-
sent I accept the challenge. Just give
me a trial basis.” The next morning the
young man stood before the class. He
said to the class, “Young people, I came
here today to conduct school. But I re-
alize I can’tdo it by myself. I must have
your help.” One big boy, they called
Big Tom, in the back of the room whis-
pered to his buddies, “I'll not need any
help. T can lick that little bird all by
myself.”

The young teacher told the class
that if they were to have school, there
will have to be some rules to go by. But
he also added that he will allow the stu-
dents to make up the rules, that he
would list them on the blackboard. This
was certainly different, the students
thought! One young man suggested
“NO STEALING.” Another one
shouted “BE ON TIME FOR CLASS.”
Pretty soon they had 10 rules listed on
the board. The teacher had then asked
the class what the punishment should
be for breaking these rules. “Rules are
no good unless they are enforced,” he
said. Someone in the class suggested
that if the rules were broken, they
should receive 10 licks with a rod
across their back with their coat off.
The teacher thought that was pretty
harsh, so he asked the class if they

i

HE TOOK MY
LICKING

would stand by this punishment. The
class agreed.

Everything went pretty good for
two or three days. Then Big Tom came
in one day very upset. He declared that
someone had stolen his lunch. After
talking with the students, they came to
the conclusion that little Timmy had
stolen Big Tom's lunch. The teacher
called little Timmy up to the front of
the room. Little Timmy admitted he had
taken Big Tom’s lunch. So the teacher
asked him, “Do you know the punish-
ment? Little Timmy nodded that he did.
“You must remove your coat, them”,
the teacher instructed. The little fellow
had come with a great big coat on.

Little Timmy said to the teacher, “T
am guilty and I am willing to take my
punishment, but please don’t make me
take off my coat.” The teacher re-
minded him of the rules and punish-
ments and again told him he must re-
move his coat and take his punishment
like a man. The little fellow started to
unbutton that old coat. As he did so,
the teacher saw he did not have a shirt

SHORT STORY

on under the coat. And even worse, he
saw a frail and bony frame hidden be-
neath that coat. The teacher asked little
Timmy why he had come to school
without a shirt on.

Little Timmy replied, :My daddy’s
dead and my mother is very poor. I
don’t have but one shirt, and my mother
is washing it today. I wore big brother’s
coat so’ to keep warm.” That young
teacher stood and looked at the frail
back the ribs sticking out, the spine
protruding against the skin. He won-
dered how he could lay a rod on that
little back and without even a shirt on.
Still, he knew he must enforce the pun-
ishment or else, the children would not
obey the rules. So he drew back to
strike little Timmy. Just then Big Tom
stood up and came down the aisle. He
asked, “Is there anything that says I
can’t take little Timmy’s whipping for
him?”

The teacher thought about it and
agreed. With the Big Tom ripped his
coat off and stooped and stood over
little Timmy at the desk. Hesitatingly
the teacher began to lay the rod on that
big back. But for some strange reason,
after only five licks that old rod just
broke in half. The young teacher bur-
ied his face in his hands and began to
sob.

He heard a commotion and looked
up to find not even one dry eye in the
room. Little Timmy had turned and
grabbed Big Tom around the neck,
apologizing to him for stealing his
lunch, begging his forgiveness. He told
Big Tom that he would love him till the
day he died for taking his whipping for
him.

(Author Unknown)
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The teaching of Sri Narayana Guru
is relevant for all people in the present con-
text. The great smayasya-One Caste, One
religion, one God-of Guruji is to be re-
peated again and again for our survival
today. In a survey conducted by the
Malayala Manorama, Mahatma Gandhi is
declared as the man of the Millennium and
Sri Narayana Guru as the man of the Cen-
tury. The noble ideals of these great men
who had given space in their relationship
with people irrespective of their reli gious
or cultural difference made them great.
They had only one message.” Fight
against the power of darkness by light-
ing a candle. They believed that “there is
not enough darkness in the world to put
out the light of one candle”. As the great
scientist C. V. Raman maintained, if you
want o get a good result, “Right thought,
Right instrument, and Right Method are
required”. Our fault is that we do “the so
called good things” in the wron g way. This
is the curse of today’s politics We mix
politics with religion. The result is that we
make a mixture of poison! At the entrance
of the Ecumenical Christian Centre where
I 'serve as its Director, we have put up a
posterrecently in the context of the Gujarat
riots: “The colour of the blood passing
through the blood vessels of Hindus,
Christians, Muslims, Parsees, Buddhists
and Jews is the same, red. Let us there-
fore work for religious harmony as mem-
bers of the one family of God.” The noble
ideal of Vasudhaiva Kudumbakam is for.
gotten. We judge people by colour, caste
and religion. Sri Narayayana Guru, as a
social reformer and spiritual leader wanted
to bring ethics to politics. He believed that
the weaker sections are the ones who make
the river of life flowing. He affirmed that
acity is to be judged both by its gardens
and the waste disposal systems. In fact,
the welfare of the minori ty makes the life
of the majority harmonious. One Bin
Laden is enough to destroy the peace of
the mighty nation of the World-America.
One Veerappan is enou gh to give sleep-
less nights to the might of the two or three
governments in the South. Therefore in-
ter-religious harmony, welfare of the
weaker sections and peace among all
peoples of God should be our basic con-
cerns. This is the basic legacy of Sri
Narayana Guru.

As the Quran says, “help one another
in righteousness and piety, but help not
one another in sin and enmity”. The Bible
is quite explicit when it says that we should

e
MANAVA MAITHRI

relate ourselves to another through the
basics. To quote, “Whoever says [ am in
the light, while hatin £ a brother or sister,
is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a
brother or sister lives in the light and in
such a person there is no cause for stum-
bling”. There are several common tasks
before us: To fight against all attempts to
disfigure the face of Truth. Do we really
Tepresent truth as seen by the Ancients
“Asato ma sat gama.....". How do we
Weave communities of hope in the midst
of caste discrimination, racial prejudice,
patriarchy, economic exploitation, com-
munalism and several other unjust laws?
Do we bring shame upon our country?

There is a tremendous task before the
peace-makers of today. They have to
search for the buckle that binds and a hy-
phen that joins the terrestrial and the ce-
lestial. “In the past, energies were spent
in strengthening the fence and guarding
the gates rather than deepening the wells”
(S.J. Samartha). Loving one’s neighbour
does not mean “‘gazing at each other,
but looking outward together in the
same direction”. The Vedic thou ghts are
worth recalling. “Let noble thoughts come
to me from all directions”. Let us, there-
fore, shout out “Loka Samastha sukino
bhavanthu”. The vision of Isaiah is worth
recalling “On that day there will be a high-
way from Egypt to Assyria, and the
Assyrians will come into Egypt, and the
Egyptians into Assyria and the Egyptians
will worship with the Assyrians”. This
must happen in Jerusalem, Ayodhya and
other places where we live. Let us, there-
fore, hold our heads hi gh saying Satyam
Meva Jayathe”,

To dispel darkness from our midst is
our great task. Darkness appears in our
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midstin several forms such as hatred, jeal-
ousy, xenophobia, immorality, ignorance,
selfishness, and greed. We also create
darkness through a philosophy of the rob-
bers in the parable of the Good Samaritan
told by Jesus, “What is mine is mine and
whatis yours is also mine”. In every com-
munal roots, there is looting, murder, rape
and several such barbaric acts. What had
happened in Gujarat recently is a chapte:
of shame. The simple truth is that plural
ity is not sin, but division. Plurality is in-
tegral of reality. Look at the Nature around
us. Biodiversity is integral to the order of
creation. There are common values in our
cultural traditions whether one is a Hindu,
or a Christian or a Muslim or a Sikh. The
spiritual values of our marri age ceremo-
nies and religious festivals. and the need
of the people to build worshipping places
carry message of great truths. There should
be genuine attempts to discover the for-
gotten truths.

Studying the religious scriptures of our
neighbours makes a difference in our in.
ter-religious relationships. Ignorance is an
enemy of God. Satyam, sivam-sundaram "
(truth, order and beauty) ou ght to be on
our lips. We are called to pursue the things
which would promote truth and harmon Y.

Itis indeed sad that the worshipping
places in the communi ty have become the
storehouse of weapons. Worshipping
places are the meeting of the humans for
the sake of community building. Moving
from fundamentalism to the fundamentals
of religion is the need of the hour. There
is a cultural paradigm in the myth of
Ravana He symbolizes ego, the sense of
I-ness. We should win victory over Ravana
atany cost. The annihiliation of the sense
of I-ness is a pre-condition for enlighten-
ment. God’s will is that “those who wor-
ship Him, even if not united in the same
worship, whould nevertheless be united
in brotherhood and in common service for
the good of all” (Pope John Paul ).

“Lord, you are the centre of everything

You stretch your arms form the centre
to the circumference

Enable us, Lord, to know the radius
of life

Teach us to draw the circle of life with
love as the central point and truth as its
radius”,

(Speech delivered by the Rev. Dr. M. B
Joseph at the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of
Sree Narayana Samithi, Bangalore Chapter)
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The Rev. Dr. G. Dyvasairvadam,
General Secretary of the CSI Synod
was consecrated Bishop in Krishna-
Godaveri Diocese on Sunday, 24 No-
vember 2002.

m

The W.C.C. Central Committee has
decided to hold the next Assembly in
the Brazilian City, Porto Algre, in the
year 2006. This will be the first Assem-
bly to be held in Latin America. Previ-
ous Assemblies met in Amsterdam
(1948), Evanston (1954), New Delhi
(1961) Uppsala (1968), Nairobi
(1975), Vancouver (1983), Canberra
(1991) and Harare (1998).

(1]

Transparency International working
to eradicate corruption, in its 2002 in-
dex, rated Nigeria as the second most
corrupt country in the world, behind
Bangladesh.

(1]

The representatives of the Anglican
Churches in Britain, Ireland and the
Nordic and Baltic Lutheran Churches,
after three years of discussion made
an agreed statement in 1992 at Provoo
city in Finland. After ten years the
Provoo Unity Declaration continues to
influence ecumenical development
world wide. The arguments provide for
full intercommunion between the
churches including the acceptance of
one ancther’s bishops, priests and dea-
cons without re-ordination. It also
pledged to “‘regard baptized members
of all churches as members of our
own”. Provoo has helped similar agree-
ments in North America, and also a
unity covenant currently being consid-
ered in England by the Methodist
Church and the Church of England.

um

The Holy Synod of the Orthodox
Church of Greece has rejected a request
by priests to be allowed to dispense
with traditional beards, cassocks and
head-dress. However priests are al-
lowed to wear ordinary clothes while
driving, shopping or spending time with
their families. The Church also rejected
calls for a change in celibacy rules to
allow priests to marry after ordination.
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Proteins are important for tissue
growth as well as combating diseases.
One source of complete proteins, espe-
cially for vegetarians, is soya beans.
They contain all the nine essential
amino acids.

Populations with high levels of soya
bean intake have lower rates of coro-
nary heart disease, breast cancer and os-
teoporosis than populations with low
levels of soya bean intake. (Osteoporo-
sis is a disease in which the bones be-
come brittle and so, are more likely to
crack and break).

Soya bean decreases LDL choles-
terol (low density lipoprotein) levels
and increases HDL cholesterol (high
density lipoprotein) levels.

Clinical studies reveal that vegetar-
ian women who have higher intake of
soya protein have a lower risk of devel-
oping osteoporosis.

Soya bean protein in pre-meno-
pausal women produces a reduction of
gonadotrophic hormones and a length-
ening of the menstrual cycle. It can also
reduce the risk of breast cancer.

In order to stay healthy we need pro-
teins. Since soya bean is a major source
of protein, make sure you include it in
your daily diet.

(indebted)
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The cs1 Moderator’s message
raises several controversial issues
pertaining to the unity and mission
of the Church of South India. The
Moderator expresses his great disap-
pointment with the progress of unity
negotiations with the Mar Thoma
church and proposes unity moves
with “small denominations or inde-
pendent mission oriented churches”
who have sought “mutual approval
and fuller participation” in the life
of the CSI. Since the Moderator rep-
resents the voice of the CSI and since
CSILIFE is its official magazine, the
message deserves the special atten-
tion of the church. The KUT Semi-
nary which has a special place in the
history and life of the CSI has a re-
sponsibility to respond to the mes-
sage, on several grounds. First of all,
it may be recalled that its formation
as a United Seminary in 1943 her-
alded the birth of the CSI in 1947;
secondly, the Seminary and its former
Principal, Rev. Leslie Brown (Later,
Archbishop) played a significant role
in the formulation of the CSI liturgy;
and thirdly, KUT S continues to fos-
ter the ecumenical spirit among the
churches and seminaries in Kerala as
reflected in its interdenominational
student body and in its partnership
at the postgraduate level with Mar
Thoma and Orthodox seminaries in
the FFRRC. Therefore, we brin g the
following rejoinder to the kind atten-
tion of the Moderator and the bish-
ops of the CSI, its clergy and laity,
as well as others who are associated
with the life of this united church:
The formation of the CSI was
aimed at a National Church free from
Western denominational partern-
alism both in its structural and finan-
cial matters. Therefore it is not de-

sirable for the CSI to seek relation-
ships with the so-called independent
denominations which are supported
structurally and financially by for-
eign mission agencies of dubious
nature.

The CSI-CNI-Mar Thoma Joint
Council was formed in 1978, also
with the vision of a National Church.
It was named the Communion of
Churches in India, two years ago.
Now these three churches share a
common lectionary and have the
same themes for Sunday worship.
This is an illustration of the remark-
able advance this communion has
made which cannot be brushed aside
easily. It was the understanding of the
original Joint Council that no mem-
ber of this communion of churches
should enter into any kind of rela-
tionship with other denominations
unilaterally. It is quite unlikely that
the new proposal to have union or
communion with other denomina-
tions has been brought to the atten-
tion of the Joint Council. In that case,
the words of the Moderator are likel y
to affect negatively the fellowship
that exists within the Joint Council
and may pose obstacles for the fur-
ther development of mutual relations.

The formation of the Joint Coun-
cil was based on clear and definite
understanding on matters of faith and
theological positions with regard to
Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry,
among other things. But this is not
the case with the denominations re-
ferred to as “like-minded” churches
in India. Many of them have derived
their theology not from the Scriptures
or the historical traditions of the
church but from the bigoted views
of splinter groups abroad or from a
charismatic local leader on whom

their organisation is centred. There-
fore it would be a fatal mistake to
have any kind of dealings with these
“churches” without proper study or
thought about their theological posi-
tion or ideologies.

The Moderator says that these
denominations do not want a merger
with CSI but expect mutual approval
and fuller participation. Most of the
small denominations and the mis-
sion-oriented churches in question
have been inimical to the established
churches and owe their origin to
sheep stealing from these churches.
Since these small denominations
have been known only for their tra-

dition of condemnation and attack of =

mainline churches, the motive behind
their sudden infatuation for unity
with the CSI is to be viewed with
suspicion. Is there a hidden agenda
behind the sudden move? The CSI
has always stood for unity but admit-
ting splinter groups into the fellow-
ship of the church will have serious
consequences upon the credibility,
stability and integrity of the local
churches, dioceses as well as on the
wider fellowship of the Communion
of Churches in India.

The faculty of KUTS feels
strongly about these issues and
would request the constituent bod-
ies of the Communion of Churches,
and in particular the Church of South
India, to subject these proposals to
proper study at all levels. All those
who have a genuine concern for the
CSI must examine this issue in depth,

and respond.

(Prepared by the Faculty,

Kerala United Theological Seminary,
Trivandrum, at its meeting

on 19 November 2002)
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AN ECUMENICAL WORDSMITH

(The writings of T. K. Thomas)
Pradeep Thomas = CSS, Tiruvalla = Rs. 100/

This book is divided into five sections. (1) ‘Interpreting the Word’ consists of Bible studies, sermons and
meditations on communications and christian communication. (2) ‘A Communicative Theology” contains articles
on the theology of communication and a communicative theology that is firmly grounded in an understanding of
church and society. (3) ‘Pluralism, Mission and Communication’ includes articles that illustrate the life of Prof. T.
K. Thomas-long critique of mission, his commitment to plural religious futures in India and his understanding of
communication as mission. (4) ‘Writings on the Indio-Anglian Novel’ offers insights in T. K. T."s search for signs of
liberation within Indian Culture. (5) ‘Between the lines’ includes T. K. T."s lighter comments on the church, politics
and society.

T. K. T. was a humanist-all human beings were precious to him as God’s chidlren. Al through his life, he had
been communicating. He observes, “when we come to the church, we do not bring the world with us, we merely
escape from it. And when we go into the world, we do not take the church with us. We live in two worlds: one,
shadowy and artificial and the other, real and pressing. There has been little creative encounter between these
two worlds and we are poorer for it.” T. K. T.’s words make us think. He often makes us laugh also. This book is
a distinctive contribution and a valuable addition to christian literature.

K.C.
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