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If you want to make a country prosperous, invest in
Education. A recent UNESCO study confirms that investment
in education and economic growth go hand-in-hand. The
strength of rich countries is based on Education. Brain power is
still their trump card in a competitive world. This is particularly
true in the context of globalization and knowledge economy
where the number of unskilled jobs is shrinking.

Education Today’

s
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Water is the most important single element needed for
people to achieve the universal human right to a standard of
living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his
family. If we acknowledge that clean wateris a universal right, it
is the responsibility of every one of us to ensure the purity of
water.

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.




Towards a concept of

SPIRITUAL CITIZENSHIP

SWAMIAGNIVESH & REV. VALSON THAMPU

Tdentity is a complex and fluid en-
tity. It is compacted of diverse ingredi-
ents: emotional, mental and spiritual
development, social and economic
standing, ethnic and religious status,
the prevailing political and ideological
climate, and so on. This interplay of
internal and external circumstances
makes any attempt to define identity a
daunting task. If identity were a purely
internal thing it would not have been
valnerable to manipulation by orga-
nized external forces. If it were only a
superficial label, it would not have car-
ried the explosive emotive force it does.

Human identity is defined either
positively or negatively. A person may
experience his identity in terms of who
he is. Alternately, he may define his
identity in terms of who he is not. A
Hindu, for instance, is one who lives
by the Vedic vision of fife. Alternately,
he is one who is not a Muslim, or a
Christian or the practitionér of any
other religious tradition. In the latter
instance, a person’s Hindu identity
need not involve any fidelity to the
spiritual core of Hinduism. When that
is the case, his religious identity could
become a liability and an embarrass-
ment to the identity of the faith he pro-
fesses. The negative or reductive defi-
nition of religious identity breeds
conflictual relationships among reli-
gions. As a rule, those who are most
eager to fight religious wars are the

ones who respect the spirituality of

their religion the least.

Human identity integrates matter
and consciousness: The concept of
identity is meaningless in respect of a
disembodied spirit. Also, a dead body-
all matter and no consciousness-has
no identity. If it has any identity at all,
it is the identity.of a corpse, and not of
a person. Death, in that sense, is a
greater leveler. In terms of existence,
matter is local and particular; whereas
human consciousness is necessarily

universal. The wholeness of human-

identity depends on the harmony of the
local and universal. When identity is
defined purely in material and local
terms, it tends to precipitate conilict
and alienation.

Karl Marx’s critique of capitalistic
and industrial culture-that it “things”™
human beings-is profoundly valid here.
Materialism ascribes exclusive validity
to matter. “Matter alone matters” is the
creed of materialism. Within such an
outlook, identity tends to be increas-
ingly and exclusively associated with
the material dimensions of a person’s
life. For obvious reasons, this aggra-
vates covetousness; for identity is a
matter not so much of being, as of hav-
ing. The “having mode” of identity
narrows the distinction between per-
son and possession. You are what you
‘have; and in order to be, you must bave
whatever you may. This is the end-of-
the-road for human identity ina crassly
materialistic way of life. Covetousness
of every kind is cancerous to human
identity because it equates a person
with his possessions in his own con-
sciousness. Covetousness, in other
words, reduces and kills conscious-
ness.

The danger in a materialistic defini-
tion of identity is that it obscures the
universe of mystery there is at the core
of human personality. It is this core of
mystery that serves as the bulwark
against manipulation and exploitation
by external forces, including systems
and centers of power. This mysterious
inner core is also the seat of spiritual
values such as love, compassion, jus-
tice, service and so on. It is from this
source that the counterbalancing pull
against self-centredness stems and sta-
bilizes human nature. Without this, we
lack the ability to recognize others as

our fellow human beings, which is the -

price we pay for areductive definition
of human identity. Given the inalien-
able’ spiritual truth that the whole of

-humankind belongs togethes, or are in- -

tertwined by the bond of spiritual kin-

~ ship, it becomes inevitable that the re-

ductive definition of the identity of oth-
ers effects a reductive realization of
one’s own identity. As a result, iden-
tity assumes a conflictual orientation.
The realization of one’s identity seems-.
to require the denial or curtailment of
the identity of others. The ‘otherness’
of others tends to be exaggerated and
demonized, with unfortunate conse-
quences. .

It is because human identity com-
prises not only matter but also con-
sciousness that spirituality is basic to
humanity. Spirituality implies both an
indwelling and transcendence of the
material order. It is through the medium -
of matter that the materiaf order is to be
transcended. That which is to be tran-
scended is also the medium for its tran-
scendence. To jump above the surface
of the earth, for instance, one has to
stand on the earth. But the impetus to
transcend the material order is not in-
nate in matter. It is a function of con-
sciousness. God is pure or blissful con-
sciousness. In God, consciousness
exists in its perfection so that the di-
vine consciousness has the capacity
to engage the material order in a way
that transforms it. While this is a pos-
sibility in us, it is never an assured cer-
tainty in any human being. That is be-
cause consciousness is never fully
evolved or perfect in human beings.

The function of spirituality is to
activate and accentuate conscious-
ness. This happens through commun-
ion with God. And the enlarged or lib-
erated consciousness that results from
this is meant 10 engage the world at
large in love, justice and compassion.

~a

God is the universe of human freedom.
The liberation that spirituality effects *
is the liberation from the arrow prison

of reductive cofisciousaess that dis- |

i

torts our understandings and pervests '

our responses. The sign of authenfic™y

-~

spirituality is the eagerness to ifififtt

and earth the wniversai in the local as

¥

well as to transform the local so as to :

reveal the divine presence hidden in
every part of creation.

The spiritual problem ina reductive -

definition of identity is the idolatry, of
the Yocal. This awakens what is mean
(Cont'd..... Page 4)
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and low in human nature. Without ex-

ception, the perpetration of injustice,
cruelty and discrimination has been
preceded by the propagandist distor-
tion of the identity of intended victims,
Even more regrettably, this involves the
distortion of the indentity of God. It is
the idolatrous mindset that degrades
God into an item of communal owner-
ship. God, who is acknowledged to be
the omnipresent Creator and Sustainer
of the whole of creation, is caricatured
as a petty and partisan being, whose
concemns are limited to a particular sect
or community. This is the pseudo-theo-

logical cauldron in which sectarian and’

conflictual sentiments are brewed. Ev-
ery communal project is an insult to the
identity of God. God as God can never
be an alibi for hate and aggression. For
Ayodhya to be turned into a theatre of
communal conflict, for instance, it js
necessary that the identity of Lord Ram
and the idea of the temple be projected
in unspiritual terms. The spiritval nexus
between human identity and the iden-
tity of God needs to be insisted on glo-
bally.

We have been victims of centuries
of unspiritual conditioning. Before hy-
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man beings were fitted with these com-
munal blinkess; it did mxt take any spe-

cial effort to recognize that human be.

ings are bothlocal and atiiversal. Even
when we drag our feet through the mud
of mundane existence, our heads are
among the stars. Embedded though we
are in the local, our immorta) longings
transcend time and space. We are the
confluence of the local and the global.
We are “glocal”. This has been the in-
tuition of every spiritually awakened
person. In the wake of materialism, how-
ever, the lamp of unjversality hidden
under the bushel of material particulse-
ity began to fade out, escalating the
darkness of divisive identities and ide-
ologies. In such a predicament, the
more materially ‘advanced’ a culture is,
the more violent and destructive
tends to he.

That being the case, it is a matter of
grave concern that the ‘tyranny of the
local’ persists and prospers in the glo-
bal village, as we know it today. Glo-
balization as a mere economic and cut-
tural construct, without a2 commenss:
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nocentrism, which is being projected
as the global project. In such a context,
world peace tends to be understood,
as peace was understood in the days
of the Roman Empire, as the acceplance
of American over-lordship-military,
economic, cultural by the rest of the
world.

Surely, the time has come for en-
gaging seriously the prospeci of glo-
bal citizenship, without which global-
ization will remain an exercise in dis-
honesty. But, it is equally cettain that
d}cfrmneworkfm'glohﬂmm_ izing identities
does not exist in globalization per se,
Spirituality is the.only euthenticaily
universal we have ever
known. It is scaryprospect, especially
for non-western secietics, that globai-
ization resnsing defiant of the discipline
of spirituslity amd pursues its skewed
econonaic sad comwmercial agendanith-

. Today it has become a spiﬂﬁﬁf—?
lmpuii'lehd, Tutypmdecm theideaofaglo- |
baf viflage through a commitment to |
global drotherhood and neigh-
bowshood. A giobal village in which
humasnkind

rate spiritual underpinning, is a contra- ankind continues to be fragmented

diction in terms. In the absence.of & along natiomal, cultural, refigious, eth-

spiritual definition of human identity  nic; and ideological divides is a gro-

and global reality, globailization has tesque gimmick or a mendacious myth.

paved the way for Euro- American eth- ' o ™
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The church in India saw two
bishops crossing the golden jubilee
recently. They followed the tradition of
the late Mar Clemis who had
“performed this feat” in 2001. None of

% these three desired any celebration per

se but the followers wanted to celebrate
the special blessings they had received
in having as their shepherds three
distinguished prelates for such an
unusually long period.

I was “debarred” from being
present at Chingavanam. God has often
showed me His disapproval of my
actions ex post facto. 1 had gone out of
my way to get a Metropolitan to
authorize a wedding of two Roman
Catholics in a Syrian Orthodox church;
years later the bride’s mother, the
bridegroom and the Metropolitan
became hostile to me; 1 was surprised,
shocked, frustrated and angry until one
morning in the St. Joseph’s Cathedral
in Trivandrum, where I am 2 daily
communicant, God sopke to me, like the
Crucifix in Don Camillo’s chapel when
he said, “Son, why did you arrange that
marriage fraudulently? You knew they
would go back to the Roman church
and their coming to your church was
only a matter of convenience. Whom
did you think you were trying to
outsmart? Me? Now don’t be angry
with them. Forgive them as 1 have
forgiven you for this tamasha of
yours.” 1 was therefore neither
surprised nor disappointed by the
boycott at Chingavanam. The other two
had to involve members of their own
churches and while there was no bar
as such I had no occasion to join.
However I had the honour to be invited
to write on Mar Chrysostom.

There is no pointin congratulating
the jubilarians. They had nothing to do
with either their consecration at a young
age or their long life. When Cardinal
Padiyara was consecrated bishop at
the age of 30 or thereabout, somebody
commented in the speech of
felicitation that the only defect of the
new bishop was that he was {00 young.
In his response the Cardinal said he
was sure that defect would get
corrected day by day until somebody
would say that the only defect was that
the bishop was too old!

While there is no point in
congratulating the jubilarians there is
certainly a valid pointin the commmunity

celebrating the event in a mode of
thanksgiving. No man becomes a
bishop by choice. I know that there are
cases where people do aspire for the
Episcopal office, but whether they
make it depends entirely on God’s will.
I have no doubt that ambitious as I was
if 1 had opted for priesthood, I would
have been a disgruntled priest if I had
not become a bishop, and a disgruntled
bishop if I had not become the
Catholicose! All the sameitis God who
calls. Some people accept in humility,
some decline in humility. My great
grandfather’s brother was one who
opted out after election, 1 carry his
name. My uncle Mar Barnabas, in my
view, is a case of accepting in humility
a selection thrust on him. There are
other examples like that of the late V.
M. Mathen Atchan, who certainly
would have made a good bishop.
accepting God’s will that he remain a
priest. I have been the instrument of

o

of a Malayalee. And so has Marthoma
Mathews II. And they have completed
five decades in Episcopal ministry. At
this age of theirs it would be
presumptuous on the part of any one
to remind them of their job, but their
jubilee is an occasion for the whole
church to introspect on the qualities
which a bishop in the church of Jesus
Christ should have.

There cannot be two bishops as
different from each other as the two
jubilarians, but we feel so based on
what we see. Both are men of prayer.
Both have strengths and weaknesses.
It is therefore not the human
personalities that I have in mind when
I say this. I hope the whole church
makes it a point to pray on a day-to-
day basis for proper episcopal
leadership which can accomplish the
mission in today’s global marketplace.
The need continually gets redefined.
Titus I or Parumala Thirumeni may have

DANIEL BABU PAUL

God in more episcopal consecrations
than one but [ have also been prevented
by God from succeeding in my efforts
to block some consecrations. Where
Holy Spirit calls, episcopacy cannot be
stopped either by a Patriarchal fiat or a
Supreme Court verdict! Let us therefore
accept in humility that all bishops who
are validly consecrated in a valid
hierarchy are God's choice for
episcopacy whether they are in
communion with us or not, whether
they are fighting us in court or not. Of
course if 1 get an itinerant bishop to lay
hands on me it does not become valid
consecration even if the itinerant
bishop has valid consecration because
1 cannot become a bishop from
nowhere! What 1 am trying to say is
that it is God who has called the two
jubilarians to this high office and we
thank the Lord for His grace in giving
us these bishops.

As Chrysostom Marthoma has said
in his Tharaka encyclical, he has
already crossed the average lifespan

to redesign their style if they were to
be in this world today! The values do
not change, the priorities do. The
message does not change, the medium
does. Unless a church is in constant
prayer for their bishops, that church
would have a poor episcopacy.
Although it may look a little strange
for a layman to say SO, with two
bishops as nephews, and a few who
call me Chettan or Uncle I feel that 1
have the right of a senior citizen to call
upon all other bishops to personally
look inward on this occasion. They
already have challenging examples,
some close, some not sO close, but two
more challenges would do them good.
Of course for each bishop the name
.tself is a challenge. For Chrysostom,
for example, the challenge is implied in
the two names (Ivanios and
Chrysostom) and the consequent
duality of perspectives, with all
implications of living as Ivanios the
Golden tongued alias Chrysostom, in
(Cont’d..... Page 16)
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When we celebrate bravery, what
isit that we are really celebrating? Many
cultures have admired the wild disre-
gard for danger that fuelled raids and
battles in a so-called heroic age: the
Vikings left us the evocative word ‘ber-
serk’ to describe this-the state of mind
of warriors who tore off their shirts to
fling themselves against an enemy’s
weapons. It’s not all that different from
the state of mind that prompts people
under the influence of drugs or drink-
or even turbulent hormones-to take in-
sane risks: a kind of blindness to real-
ity which allows lives to be risked by
putting judgment and calculation on
hold.

Christians have always regarded
bravery as a virtue- ‘fortitude’, one of
the cardinal virtues of classical Chris-
tian morality and indeed classical non-
Christian morality in the ancient world.
And what we have been describing
hasn’t much to do with virtue, with
habits acquired by thought and self-
denial that have become second nature.

The bravery of the Viking berserker, the
Ydrunken man walking into the middle

of a busy road or even the teenage joy-
rider isn’t, in that sense, a habit at all.
It's more to do with a simple blockage
in ordinary and intelligent ways of see-
ing the world. And even the person
who seems to have an instinctive dis-
regard for danger-we’d have to say that
they were not necessarily displaying a

virtue. What comes naturally is a bit =

different from what becomes ‘second
nature’ because of the choices we make.
And the catch is that when we cel-
ebrate bravery as a virtue-not as a kind
of madness or a matter of temperament-
we admit that we are capable of making
the same decisions. A Christian cel-
ebration of bravery is not an admiring
gaze at acts of frenzy, in which we take
vicarious pleasure in heroism we
could never aspire to. It's a serious self-
questioning. a time to look at how our

- 4 daily decisions lead us towards or away

from such virtue, towards a point where
we have grown to be the sort of people
for whom it is unthinkable not to act
selflessly and honourably.

The conduct of war relies on many
kinds of bravery, of course; there would
be no successful wars-as many have
pointed out-without some deployment
of the spirit of the berserker or the joy-
rider, and often behaviour in war or in

BRAVERY

crisis is so mixed that it’s hard to tease
out real virtue from the courage of tem-
perament or madness. Among English
writers, that unfashionable genius,
Rudyard Kipling understood this bet-
ter than most: one of his most poignant
stories deals with a demoralised and
incompetent regiment shamed into cor-
porate bravery by the wild courage of
its two drummer-boys, two drunken,
delinquent teenagers who suddenly
find they can't live with the regiment’s
collective cowardice and depression,
and self-sacrificially turn a rout into a
victory. kipling makes us see them with
very clear eyes: they are apparently
aimless and worthless lads, and their
bravery has a lot to do with alcohol
and bravado-but, an enormous but, he
makes us see also that they make a real
decision, a real and redemptive choice.
The awards we are celebrating today
were made because people had learned

=

how to identify decisions, redemptive
choices, in their experience, not just
because some act of fine disregard for
danger was remembered with awe. Cour-
age appeared in a form that could be
seen to be rooted in thinking and in
loving, not in sheer instinct or in delu-
sion: Kipling’s teenages, in spite of
everything, would have been looked
at sympathetically by the Victorian War
Office because their final actions were
motivated at least in part by the long-
ing to give self-respect back to their
comrades. And it is this grounding in
thought and love that makes bravery
worth celebrating for a Christian; it
makes it clear that bravery is most valu-
able when it is not nature but second
nature; when it’s something that is cre-
ated in us by decision and good habit,
which are in turn created by a vision
that appeals to what in us is most gen-
erous and self-giving.

Two of the most sensible and at-
tractive of Christian thinkers, C.S.Lewis
in the 20th century and St. Augustine
in the 5th, pointed out a strange fact
about our Lord: faced with the threat
of torture and death, Jesus freely ex-
presses his fear, and behaves in a very
unheroic way. He tells his friends in the
Garden of Gethsemane that he is con-
sumed with darkness and dread, and
he pleads to be spared. And Lewis and
Augustine agree that it is a great sign
of God’s mercy that he becomes hu-
man not as a man of natural stoicism,
not as a stiff-upper-lip hero, but as
someone who has a vivid imagination
of the pain to come and a real grasp of
how great the risk is. Our hearts are
touched by his lonely agony in
Gethsemane because he has identified
not with natural and thoughtless brav-
ery but with the courage that is fully

_aware of how terrible the pain will be.

What arrests us and challenges us is
the thought of how great must be the
vision that draws him on knowing, as
he does, its human cost, shrinking, as
he does, from the mortal suffering. It is
the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews
who puts it most starkly in speaking
of a Christ who, ‘for the joy that was
set before him, endured the cross,
making nothing of its humiliation’.
Here is bravery worth celebrating be-
cause it is born out of a vision that com-
pels the complete loyalty of mind and

(Cont’d..... Page 18)
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arthoma Church, in the 2]st
century world. When Mar Gregorios of
Kochi was consecrated there was
already another Gregorios in the same
Synod, but the Patriarch told me later
the first was named after the ancient
church father but the young man was
named after Parumala Thirumeni to
whose family he belongs so that his
peer’s name is always a challenge for
him. Let us therefore hope that this
Jjubilee becomes an opportunity for all
bishops across denominations to
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indulge in self introspection and,
wherever necessary, course correction,

The episcopal golden jubilee of the
Catholicose of the East and the
Marthoma Metropolitan is an occasion
not merely for meetings to be
addressed by Governors, ex-
Governors and Chief Ministers, but one
for the whole church in India to praise
the Lord, and to pray for future
guidance for all our bishops. Have we
done that, in the Marthoma Church, in
the Orthodox Church, in all the sister
churches in India. ®
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heart alike; for what Christ achieved
by his bravery is the renewai .of the
whole human situation. How strange it
would be if we said of his death that it
was somehow easier for him because
he was nairally insensitive to pain or
fear! His courage is also in the admis-
sion of all that is human, including our
frailty and physical shrinking from
death. We celebrate his free self-giv-
ing all the more thankfully for knowing
that he embraced all this, as well as the
physical anguish of his crucifixion,
Courage as atrue virtue is the kind
of courage that reflects the bravery of
Christ, courage that does not den y the
reality of fear but is maved and
energised by a vision. It is always
courage that is exercised in one way
or another for the sake of others, to
make something possible for others,
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not for personal gain or glory. And
here is the second great challenge set
before us. If the virtye of courage is
born only out of a compelling vision,
can our society today provide such a
vision? When we ask for sacrificial
bravery from our police, our doctors
and nurses, owr fire and ambulance ser-
vices, even our teachers-that is, when
we ask them to live with physical threat,
with exhaustion or exposure, ot with
perpetual struggle and risk, for limited
material reward-have we the confidence
that there is enough of a vision inform-
ing and shaping our social life to com-
pel generosity? Once we begin to take
cynicism for granted, we can forget
about courage. We need ideals that will
touch both thought and iove so deeply
a5 to move us almost irresistibly to the
decision for generosity; ideals that will
make us want to make new things pos-
sible for others. o
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