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E CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, VELLORE
(CMC as it is popularly known), started in 1900 as single bed dispensary by
Dr. IDA SOPHIA SCUDDER, an American Missionary

M. a@ro. M. WS 0La] (ICOYD: aNlgl@ (saisd 5 - 9)




NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

EDITORIAL BOARD

Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackad
Chief Editor, New Vision,
Punnackad, Kozhencherry - 689 652
Phone/Fax: 0468-2214068

e-mail : mkoshy @satyam.net.in.

The Rev.Prof. K.C. Mathew

Manager & Publisher, New Vision,
Manganam,Kottayam-686 018

Phone: 95481-2351841, Fax: 95481-2574987
e-mail: ktm_mandiram @ sancharnet.in.

The Rev. A.C. Oommen, Oddanchatram
Phone: 04553 - 40803

The Rev. Dr. A.T.Abraham, Muvattupuzha
Phone: 0485-835120

The Rev. Dr. K.V. Mathew, Kottayam
Phone: 95481-2573795

The Rev. Sunil Raj Philip, Neerattukavu
Phone: 04735 - 270422

Mr. M. Kurian, Manganam

Phone: 95481-2578599

Mr. Mathew P. Idicula, Chicago

Phone: 630-986-1195, Fax: 630-986-1261
e-mail: roychicago @hotmail.com

Prof. George Jacob, Kottayam - 4

Phone: 95481 - 2573476

Prof. Zachariah Mathew, Kottayam - 1
Phone: 95481-2566135

0
Rt. Rev. T.B.Benjamin,Kottayam = Rt.Rev. K.Michael John, Melukavus
Rt.Rev. Dr.lsaac Mar Philoxenos, Kottayam » Rt.Rev.Geevarughese Mar
Osthathiose, Parumala = Rt.Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasijus,
Muvattupuzha * Rev. Dr. E.C. John,Bangalore * Fr.DrK.M. George,
Kottayam = Fr. AP. George Perumbavoor = Rev, Prof. Mathew Daniel,
Kozhencherry » Rev. Shajan Idicula, Thiruvananthapuram = Prof. Philip
N.Thomas, Tiruvalla * Prof. Mammen Varkey, Mavelikara * Mr. C. John
Mathai, Kottayam = Mr. M.M. Yobel, Kottayam = Adv. K.I. Ninan, Aymanam =
Ms. Accamma Paul, Mavelikara = Mr. J.T. Wattachanackal, Chicago »
Mr. C.J. Rajan, Chennai

Contact person in Tamilnadu

Mr. C.J. Rajan

25 Razak Gardens,8-Cross Street,

Arumbakkam, Chennai-106

Contact person in Canada

Major (Retd.) Jacob K. Philipose

98 Arbour Wood Cres. N.W.

Calgary, Alberta, Canada T3G 4C3

Phone: (403) 239 - 8489, e-mail; jacobp @telusplanet.net
Contact person in USA

Mr. Mathew P. Idicula

8548 Wedge Wood Dr.

Burr Ridge, IL 60521, USA

Phone: 630-986-1195, Fax: 630-986-1261

e-mail: roychicago @hotmail.com

Co-ordinators in USA

Mr.Kuryan Thampy Jacob, Texas

Mr. Koshy George.,NewYork

Dr.George Joseph,Chicago

Dr.Thomas Koshy, Boston

OB} QUGHEOMAS : 140/~ D)l ( " Us §22)
2} AUGHEOMSE) : 200/~ B)al ( X US $30)
e) @3e3iatad DI Meanal wnl e 60 @3al, 110 8al, 150 @l
9918 pamIdatla] : 1000/~ o)al ( 2 US§150)
Gal(SETD OAMUGHIa]: 10,000/~ Ot (" US §1000)

ODOMSBNBIOS (PBRLOIOG)

200Ul 0)OS BICOI L£IEHAI0 MELIBNTV0 &Y®)30 2803
C0500 @RB.ag)0.af)V. WSl Maeied mamwBasway
aloymy. mlangyes alenmonlod @09 a)eam: sl
2oem&e0 allnoaclulenaaalo.

80} QIBaHEODDs  : 75/- o)l (nleswom)ssaidad  US$12)

20emMN@, Mg ilasiad
MOSIRIMo, CHISWo - 686 018
Phone: 895481 - 2351841, Fax: 95481 - 2574987
e-mail: ktm_mandiram @sanchamet.in
(92109) 08 mCcaIn Al D B9 MUE
61085) HMInHTB 3)NS G2l3H95M0)

We@omslmum snnes) aleao, EHI5Vo
AOLHIUMA MIa0lm oz, m‘lmgmg&

Danselsans elgoayd arsemgl, mlo)ummalneo

i = 3 s
aflad’ a@awilgd, Mg ailasiad
al)MO892S, cao9esmInl - 689 652

Phone/Fax: 0468 - 2214068
e-mail: mkoshy @ satyam.net.in

Full Page Half Page  Quarter Page

Back Cover (outside) Rs. 3000 Rs. 2000 Rs. 1200
Back Cover (inside) Rs. 2500 Rs. 1500 Rs. 1000
Inner Pages Rs. 2000 Rs. 1000 Rs. 800

Page Layout: Learners’ Kottayam, Tel: 95481 - 2567438




NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

CONTENTS

Sermon
“Do not cling to me” 2
Archbishop of Canterbury

Humour

@lemuogye mlojcamlcaInsiajo 3
Psalm

Know the shepherd 4
Feature

anend @lnloym eauloand cadgs 5
Cawa. M) €501 al) MW BINIS
Interview

@RMEIHRNOMIDAY A IIO)...

9900 001 9901 ailelfo

Poem

@PMANo LEMIMBEIN LIS
S{niInl. ERAUCKHLYS QINUGHD

10

Science
DM)HLD)0 DOBRB]0
w9, G382 agjo. CNIDAV

11

Literary Review
anduialomnaud
cava, mul.eez. corw

12

Devotional

ammiod H9BURCTEIDVAMTIRM
0233zl

Educational

MU DVESHIBENDBB)0...

a0, CALI, &3, COIDAT
Spirituality

wyo) af@smmoesma?

quiaal e2amacnIzead

13

14

15
16

VDEDIBCIVAITIDE)...
caLo. @panNan ce20deR
Glimpses

SIOVCPOD ERGIA...
cavg. .0l audwlm

0Old Age Corner
QAW o...
8)(nida0. UL BID2JT3

17

18

Religion
mon)Hs O allma:ud
oamel 62013

19

Miscellaneous

News, Book Review 20

G R A

VOL. 3 = ISSUE 10 = JUNE 2003

A L

MVY6UBIVG; (33((93nH

‘G.ﬂ:m@@m’lmﬂ FlaHMmOUD)nl(@HB)EMRO? . B0) A0)MISM 2Ll
og] GULOEHS0)ESMIEM) EaloBi0. CHOTTINE] AlaHMIUD)l OTB:0d
rOomUEDLE: (aIBlauaw] GmEIS}MIAAIM) EGEa 208 @REGOOD]
MM (@ 06Ma0WIR)M) Do)

CHOSOMITE HOAUBLTVA00Wo EIE1HNAINM fNIan)B)00 TVEMIA]
CAMMEIDI0)IM B0) SHOLIDSNL6 alll (JOGAUIB:TIEHS)o BIRYUD)
Al 8000€120. MEBB)HS MVRIRMEEBUWEN)0 21)0)nl0S)
2)8801369)0 HHAUALTVAO0WE HaIHFOMATI2ROHIS)HH)AIM EROJ
Dald@la)). (n0CAWIE TUEH MEBEOS TUEIRMEBEIE ailm)
atsMo alld1625)0m000&)2] DD HaIE)TVoRRHDM ETVAIMINIGG
mao BRoW1B:E1E9)AI0M MEJOOTIM) GFIATHIO)M). BB
UDALILEISHTE TIRWYAS BOMIOMINT BINADETNALL. ERM]OE:)
618, MBEUD @R00E]2] GRUDAIDIHOBE0 BlHMIN)al 80w
@ROIH|SOMISWOL.

(A I0CAUTlEDEIOMIE TUEH WD MSEBIR @YU LD EREH0)
¢calaEl@ow10)mMeUM @I MAlHS (aIMESMRIW GaldBio.
(@O 1)U OB MEBRSPS MOl MIGaI0IEBUBE)
ColrEl MSEMIN TUEonIMEEBUR AloHMd MUOdAIMEBSE!. @RAleS
mrgmm‘m:mm;%, EOMSHMWIEN) BOUDIHN)H:. cwu)nileag METO
(AIRILAIMODIES ) AUISMRISNIMENE. nIIQIEBHSB ()U0)oklE)
nDMo ERAIAYNS EABMWHQAOM)o GO MIVELJAISNIM)
2001 MSEWYAN ALOIAIMEBRES AAHMI)AIG &SNS MIBAIIM
Ooled Qi) BEB0D CEOUIGHNS UD)(UR)HIBNEMUICY @R ERYONO
cnAMaoIem10)M)SS). HVAWI0) @I¥alalosIed 20)MISM
0EIWOFIEWOSS0OS C2l0B)OWINNG (wMEmIERO)IM).

CHOBODIO3 MSBISYIM HENUOG TVoMIGICHOED GMABIS)AUMD
ajais @YUl D) a)esin)e Newlene Eyooelen)s
@owl. Alaueg @RAmN. a)BeMaw] PUINERNEME) (GOSN
@W)a@l@0d H8OMIM) alj0omas aflallw TomueomsBS]
eneE. @RAId a@aBSlenns @OlWea|SIMIWaslae;mle).
mlmundmn cruaimoe Haldidd edomoaim) (aimoswonasgow] 2ol
H9)BDITHAIE. DOMBO TUOAIMEBOY DWATIENATE) &> HNED3
8105 WA2EoNEMMN) ANWIMNIENIM). DD AKRVOMEICDIGE OGNS
(SO ® oauleans ca08EOMm @)019J00) al2yd EEBRU DD
10O DUo|S)OMIWIG)EME. 2laUMIN)al@]SHO860)0102J00)
Ayemeow afll®o 2IR1E0)A0M O] MaNIW]He}HAMMIEM)

e alab agavlpd

“Count the garden by the flowers that blossom,
never by the leaves that fall.”

Cobo




‘Jcsus said, “Do nor cling to me,
Jor 1 have not yet ascended to the Fa-
ther.” Mary Magdalene wants Jesus
back as she remembers him; failing that,
she wants his corpse in a definite place,
she wants a grave she can tend. Jesus
appears to her and her first instinet is
to think that yes, he is back as she re-
members. But Jesus warns her: he is
being taken to a destination more un-
known than she could imagine. He is
going to the Father. From now on, there
will be no truthful way of speaking or
thinking about him except as the one
who lives alongside the source of all
things. These simple, abrupt words al-
ready contain all the mysteries we cel-
ebrate when we say the creeds. when
we break the bread of the Holy Com-
munion; they tell us that Jesus gives
exactly what the Father gives — life.
glory, forgiveness, transfiguration.
Through death he has passed into the
heart of reality; he has returned where
he came from. At the very beginning of
John’s gospel, we read of the Word of
God living ‘nearest to the Father’s
heart’ from all eternity. He comes to us
in the flesh and blood of Jesus and
shows the glory, the radiant, solid life,
of God pouring out in love: the fullest
showing of that love is in his free ac-
ceptance of suffering and death, and if
we are able to accept that this death
sets us free once and for all, the glory
of the divine life is shared with us, Jesus
goes to the Father and from his place
next to the Father’s heart sends out the
gift of the Spirit of Truth which allows
us a share in his own closeness to the
Father.

Yet to realise this is to realise that
we cannot have Jesus just on our terms.
After the resurrection, with its demon-
stration that Jesus’s life is as indestruc-
tible as God the Father's life, we can’t
simply go back to the Jesus who is
humanly familiar; and obviously we
can’t have Jesus as a warm memory, a
dear departed whose grave we can visit.

He is alive and ahead of us, clearing a
path to the Father’s heart. Christian faith
does not look back to a great teacher
and example but forward to where
Jesus leads, to that ultimate being at
home with God which he has brought
to life in the history of our world.

So ‘Do not cling to me’, he says;
instead, go and bring others along on
the journey. And Easter always forces
us to ask where and how we might want
to cling, where and how we might turn
away from the task and the journey.
There are many ways in which this can
happen; I want to think about one in
particular, because it has some reso-
nances with where we are at the mo-
ment in our national and international
life.

There is a clinging to Jesus that
shows itself in the longing to be ut-
terly sure of our rightness; we want him
there, we want him where we can see
him and manage him, so that we know
exactly where to turn to be told that
everything is all right and that he is on
our side. We do it in religious conflicts.
we do it in moral debates, we do it in
politics. We want to stand still and be
reassured, rather than moving faithfully
with Jesus along a path into new life
whose turnings we don’t know in ad-
vance. To have an absolute reassur-
ance of our rightness somehow stands
in the way of following Jesus to the
Father; it offers us an image of our-
selves that pleases and consoles, in-
stead of the deeper and harder assur-
ance of the gospel - the assurance that
whether or not we have a satisfying
image of ourselves, we have the prom-
ise of forgiveness and of a future.

But the temptations go deep. For
months now, we have witnessed a pro-
found and disturbing moral argument
raging backwards and forwards in this
country over the rightness of the war
against Iraq. You'll have noticed the
way in which some opponents of the
war insisted that the motives of those

in power must be personally corrupt,
greedy. dishonest and bloodthirsty —
as if the question could be settled sim-
ply by deciding on the wickedness of
individuals. Equally though, there have
been defenders of the war who have
accused its critics of being unable to
tell good from evil, of colluding with
monstrous cruelty and being indiffer-
ent to the suffering of nations.

We cling to what makes us feel most
safely distant from evil. The would-be .
peacemaker is often passionate in treat--
ing every kind of force as equally ter-
rible, so that there is a single clear en-
emy over there to confront - all those
with blood on their hands, American
general as much as Iraqi executioner.
The apologist for war is offended and
threatened by the - not unreasonable -
suggestion that the motives and meth-
ods of modern war are unlikely to be
completely shaped by moral consider-
ations, and that fighting evil can in-
volve us in imitating some of its meth-
ods, even in the best of causes. Both
are afraid of acknowledging that they
have something in common with what
they are resisting. And that
acknowledgement need not lead to de-
spair or passivity (every choice is
flawed, I can do nothing just or good);
it ought to lead to some kind of adult
admission that, even in pursuing good
ends, our flawed humanity creates new i
difficulties. We can only face the pos-
sible cost, pray, and trust that God can
make use of what we decide and do.
Perhaps when Jesus tells us not to cling
to him, one of the many things he says
is, ‘Do not use me, do not use any vi-
sion of what is true or good, to keep
yourself from recognising the real and

(Cont’d..... Page 4)
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I remember a car journey with
Bishop Chrysostom and some friends.
Time and again we came across not only
dogs but also sheep and cattle and even
pigs on the way. Then Mar
Chrysostom's humour broke out! He
told us about one of his car journeys
during his stay in England soon after
his consecration as Bishop. An English
priest and a hosting family were with

him in the car. On the way, they shared
some fruits. The young Bishop peeled
the fruit and threw its peels out
through the window of the car- ( he did
not know that there was a waste bag
kept in front of their seats!). After a
couple of minutes the host’s daughter,
about five years old, also threw the
peels onto the road. The father stopped
the car, reversed to the spot where the
girl threw the waste, ordered her to go
and collect it and she did. Then the
mother opened the waste bag and
asked the girl to put it into the bag.
Bishop Chrysostom sat very much em-
barrassed, not knowing what to do. But
he soon gained his words and re-
quested them to reverse the car to the
spot where he had dropped the waste
and to punish him in the same way as
they punished their little daughter, but
they refused. The Bishop begged their
pardon for showing a bad example to
the child. Then the hosts consoled him
saying, “Well, you are a bishop and
you know how to correct your mistake.
But she is a growing child and we have
to correct her lest she should ever re-
peat itl.” The Bishop sincerly apolo-
gized and expressed his appreciation
for the civic sense and the discipline of
the British,

The accompanying priest then
used his skill to change the subject of
the conversation with the intention of
cheering up the Bishop. He said:
“Bishop, why do you allow wild ani-
mals to walk freely on public roads in
India?”. Bishop Chrysostom retorted:
“Reverend, that was only till 1947, then
they all left and we don’t find them af-
ter that!”

Rev. Dr. V. E. Varghese
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There was once a Shakespearian
actor, well known for his one-man
show of recitations from the classics.
He would always end his perfformance
with a dramatic reading of the 23rd
Psalm from the Bible. Each night,
without exception, as the actor began
his recitation-The Lord is my Shep-
herd, I shall not want-the crowd
would listen attentively and at the
conclusion of the Psalm, they would
rise in thunderous applause in appre-
ciation of the actor’s incredible abil-
ity to bring the verse to life.

But one night, just before the ac-
tor was to offer his customary recital
of Psalm 23, a young man from the
audience stood up. “Sir, do you mind
if tonight I recite the 23rd Pslam?”.
The actor was taken aback by this
unusual request, but he allowed the
young man to come forward and
stand on the stage to recite the Psalm,
knowing that the ability of this un-
skilled youth would be no match for
his own talent. With a soft voice, the
young man began to recite the words

of the Psalm. When he finished, there
was no applause or standing ovation
as on other nights. All that could be
heard was the sound of weeping. The
audience had been so moved by the
young man's recitation that every eye
was full of tears. .

Amazed by what he heard, the
actor said to the youth, “I don’t un-
derstand. I have been reciting the 23rd
Psalm for years. | have a lifetime of
experience and training-but | have
never been able to move the audience
as you have done tonight. Tell me,
what is your secret?”

The young man humbly replied,
“Well, Sir, you know the Psalm,
but I know the Shepherd.”

It is not just enough to read the
Bible and to know its contents. Un-
less we know its author, the Bible is
nothing more than just another book.
Let us continue to seek to know the
content of the Bible, but more impor-
tantly, its author.

(indebted)
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potential evil within you. Don’t cling;
follow. Take the next step, putting your
feet in the gap I have cleared, conscious
of how you may make mistakes, but
trusting that I can restore you and lead
you further, that I can deal with the resi-
dues of evil in your heart and in every
heart.’

Mary Magdalene tries to cling to a
Jesus from the past, her past; her first
outburst of joy comes from a convic-
tion that the impossible has happened
— that history has been reversed, It
hasn’t. The crucifixion has happened,
and both Jesus’s friends and his en-
emies have made irrevocable decisions
in the course of the events around it.
Judas and Peter and Pilate will not wake
up and find it was all a bad dream. Now
in the light of Easter, they have to de-
cide what to do with their sin and com-
promise, the past that will not go away,
the evil and the mistaken good, the fear
and the running away. They, with
Magdalene, have to learn that the risen
Jesus promises a transformation never
yet imagined or expected, the possibil-
ity of reconciliation and of sharing
Jesus’s intimacy with the Father. He is
ascending to ‘my Father and your Fa-

ther’. At that moment, neither Mary nor
anyone else could know what that
would mean; she is called on to go with
Jesus so as to discover what it is, and
to echo that call in her witness to the
apostles, summoning them — and so
summoning us — to the Father's heart.
On that journey, we must travel light,
laying aside what one of the desert fa-
thers called the heavy burden of self-
Justification, and giving up the image
of a Jesus who simply assures me of
my own image of myself as good and
right. From now on, my justification is
not that I am proved to have been right
all along; it is that Jesus has promised,
irrespective of my success or failure,
to be there. He assures me not of my
innocence but of my forgiveness and
my hope. He was raised to life, says
Saint Paul, for our justification: he was
raised so that we may know his prom-
ise to be with us is never defeated by
our failures.

We struggle with the dilemmas of
our age; we do our best to test and
challenge our own convictions, to bring
them to the truth; but we know too that
they will be shadowed with our own
secret needs and frailties, that they will
not simply be a clear witness to truth
and goodness. We accept that, even

as we work for good ends, we shall find
ourselves wandering or compromised.
We make our decisions about right and
wrong, good and evil, as prayerfully
and carefully as we can, and try to find
the courage to take the consequences
of those decisions. But we resolve not
to see in each other absolute good or
evil; we recognise that the denial of evil
in ourselves does not help the cause
of good. And so we follow Jesus, ‘jus-
tified’ by his gift of love alone. We pray
and trust that he will, bit by bit, deliver
us from evil, inside as well as outside.
We turn our eyes away from the se-
ductive image of a righteous, settled
soul with nothing more to learn or to
repent. We keep our eyes on Jesus and
Jollow his gaze — towards the Father’s
heart. We stop clinging, stop demand-
ing that God will serve our need to be
in the right. We make our mistakes
and we own them. We are justified by
Jaith, as we resolve to follow the risen
Jesus into the unknown depths of
God’s life; and if we can begin to live
out such a faith in the resurrection, we
shall, with Mary, prompt others to come
and ponder the empty tomb and take
the first steps on Jesus’s path.

Sermon at Canterbury Cathedral
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Ms. Mai Ki from Myanmar was moved by
economic conditions etc. are totally unknown t
live in peace and harmony with one another. It
ignorance, water scarcity, lack of proper edu
industrious and committed. The transforming activities of the
the little known Mara Church is brought to lime light. The land
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BOOK REVIEW

VOICE FROM MARA LAND

Mai Ki, Mara Evangelical Church, Myanmar

Zion Press, Chennai.
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the situation of a particular community, called Maras. Their culture, history,
o the world. The author brings out the story of a people who have learnt to
is also the story of a people who stru
cation & health care, and isolation.

ggle to survive in the midst of poverty,
Inspite of these limitations, they are

Mara Evangelical Church are inspiring. Through this book,
which was once the land of head hunters is now one of soul

winners. The Maras deserve help and encouragement in their attempt to live a life in all its fullness as promised by the Lord.

The book is informative, interesting and worth reading. The aut

hor deserves our congratulations.

Rev. Prof. K. C. Mathew
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’ ' : Yes, the Iraq war will be taken to its logical
it's to avoid pqﬂunon on the streets, conclusion, but the question remains—
besides SARS whether the start was logical
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