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hymns always formed

encompass
a wide world of knowledge. Christian
hymns have 5 Universaf »
include believers
100. Thro

culture-centric, a5 they draw Inspira-
tion from thag culture.

hurch’s ope Joundation
Is Jesus Chrigs ker Lord;
is his new creation
By warer ang the Worg:
rom Heaven K, came
and sought her
1o be His Holy bride
With His own bloog
He boughs her,
And for her life He died
€ original composer of the musje
for the hymn wag Tone other thap the
grandson of Charles Wesley.
Charles Wesley (1707- 1788), the
8reat hymn writer of the Methodists, _

momentous off the cuff com.
ment of a Morg vian Church man, ‘Had y

My grear redeemer’s Praise,

The glories of my God ang King,
The triumphy of His grace.

Isaac Wagtg (1674-1 748),

€ Was appointed Goy.
in 1834 ang was an

worship,

O worship the King - o

! glorioys above,
And grarey‘id!y's:'ng
His power and His love; )
Our Shield and Defender
he Ancieny of Days .
Pavilioned iy 3,

And girded wigh raise.

Service of British Prime inister, Wilj-
iam Evart Gladstone, in the hallowed
Wes_tminster Abbey. The

Very elevated jp tone,
Rock of ages clefi for me,
Let me hide yselfin Thee;
Let the water and the blood,

From thy Wwounded side
which Sflowed,

Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from i 8uilt and power.

A hymn which is like a chant o plain
Song tracing jts genesis to the medj.
eval age around twelfth century, had

been fleshed ouy by London-bqrn John

heritance of Greek and Latin hymps.
The hymn jg interspersed with titles of
Jesus Chris¢ ip the Scriptyres-
come, O come, Emmanyet and

ransom captive

Israel thoy MONIRS in lopef ly exile
here W i
Unntil the g B ¥ God appear,

ki %ﬂ‘é@n@ito thee, O

The four 'Iine,_doxology which
Speaks of the beljef in the Trinity had
? penned by an Anglican Bishop
as Ken (1637 I711), who came on
the wrong side of R Cathalj
Stuart King Fameg I, and was o
signed to the Tower of London in dis.
grace. Soon he was remstated by de.
Posed James IT’s Son-in-law William iy,
Praise God Jrom whony g1 bless.
ings flow .
Praise Him, ai1 Creatures here 5g%
low
Praise Him above, you heavenly
host; _
Praise Father Son, and Holy
host, Amen,
The Welsh people are



William Williams was to Wales. He
pastored the Anglican Church for a
short time, and then in 43 years logged
160,000 km on horse back, preaching
and singing in Welsh language. Will-
iam Williams (1717-91) is justly famous
f?a%tis superb hymn:

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,

Pilgrim through this barren land,

I am weak but thou art mighty

Hold me with Thy powerful hand

Feed me till I want no more,

Feed me till I want no more.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) wrote an-
other perennial in 1707 for congrega-
tional singing during the Lord’s Sup-
per. It is worth remembering that when
he criticised the poor congregational
singing in the churches of his time, his
father once retorted, “Why don’t you
give us something better, young man?’
And he never stopped writing hymns.

The hymn s :

When I survey the wondrous cross,

On which the Prince of Glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,

And pour contempt on all my pride.

An Anglican priest and writer of 85
books, Sabine Baring Gould (1834-1924)
is remembered for a children’s hymn
penned in great haste in 1865. Its mili-
tary phraseology once made Lord
Curzon, the British Viceroy of India, to
request the Church authorities to de-
lete the hymn from a Church service in
which he and other dignitaries were to
be present. Its start is evocative.

Onward, Christian soldiers,
marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus going on
before

Christ the Royal Master, leads
against the foe;

Forward into battle see His ban-
ner go!

Across the Atlantic ocean, the
United States of America also contrib-
uted its mite to the cornucopia of well-
treasured and well-liked hymns.
Though the USA came into existence
only in 1776. it plunged headlong in
missionary activities with great gusto.
In this scenario, a few famous hymns
found universal appeal in English
speaking congregations.

Will L. Thompson (1847-1969) who
owned a publishing house and musi-
cal instrument shop in Chicago, was
fond of writing both secular and Chris-

GAWI. €003 MVIM)AUDI, BlAIRA@ ADENRM, QISa o0
@l0)IMMal)0o - 695 028 @ aflal : 100/- @).

S :

tian compositions. A personal friend
of evangelist par excellence,
D.L.Moody, penned the hymn due to
his inspiration. It was widely used by
D.L.Moody and Sankey in their evan-
gelistic meetings in Britian in early
1860s.

Softly and tenderly Jesus is call-
ing,

Calling for you and for me,

See on the portals He's waiting and
watching,

Watching for you and for me

Come home, come home,

These hymns were translated by
missionaries in Indian languages, as
they knew them; the new converts had
no repertoire of hymns, written all by
themselves. Of course, Kerala and
other neighbouring areas had hymns
in their own languages, as Christianity
had come along with St. Thomas in 52
A.D. in this part of India.

However, for quite some time, In-
dian hymn writers have earned name
for themselves, Narayan Waman Tilak,
for instance, penned memorable
Marathi hymns. This is a field where
with modern musical gadgets like
synthesiser, hymns can be made more
appealing to the listeners. Instead of
organ music backed up at time with
musical instruments like piano, violin,
clarinet etc, Indian hymn writers can
make use of Indian musical instruments.
Indian diaspora across the world can
use hymns written in various lan-
guages of India in their own ethnic con-
gregations. The time is propitious now
for two-way traffic of hymnody, old and
new, across nations and cultures. This
would make Christians and non-Chris-
tians familiar with hymns coming from
various national origins.

In today’s world, Western hymns
should become familiar to non-West-
ern Christian congregations and indi-
viduals and it should also be true vice-
versa. There is increased travel and
mobility of people across nations,
thanks to multiple communication and
transport revolutions. Forces of
globalisation, modernisation and move-
ment of people are pushing and pull-
ing people to live with those who may
share the same religious beliefs, yet are
separated by barriers of nationality,
race, colour, tribe, language etc.

(John Alexander, based at Nagpur,
occasionally contributes articles to
Christian publications.) ®
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~WCC Assembly

. The ninth assembly of the World
Council of Churches wi]l meet at the

NEWS
ESPONSE

Pontifical Catholic University, Brazil,
from 12-24 Feb. 2006, The theme of the
session will be “God, in your grace,
transform the world.” The assembly is
expected to attract over 3,000 people
including 700 delegates, official obsery-
ers from other churches, advisers and
visitors,

(nlOl & aemeunud

Twrite this with reference to the tone
of the articles published in New Vi.
sion, in general. It appears to me that
you have taken it Up as a mission to
Propagate ‘wider ecumenism’ which
amounts to accepting the dogmas of
all religions. This is in contrast with the
ecumenism which has 1o be nurtured
and promoted as a means of achieving
unity among the different christian de.
nominations so that the High Priesty
prayer of our Lord becomes reality.

Tolerance is a great quality that we
attribute to Hinduism (distinct from
today’s Hindutva). A genuine Hindy

without in anyway diluting his core
Hindu beliefs. I remember Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, the first President of India, ex-

Plaining in one of his speeches that -

there are innumerable paths to reach
the hill top meaning that the aim of al]

can accept all religions and all gods -

&

religions is the same although the paths
differ. But such large-heartedness s
alien to the teachings of the Bible, Here
itis one God, Qne Way, One Mediator,
One Door to reach the destination and
that js Jesus Christ. This uniqueness
of our Lord is at the core of the Chrig. -
tian faith,

Unfortunately, we find highly re-
spected christian leaders lend; ng sup-
port to the ides of multiple paths to at-
tain the goal. Surely it will not be the
Christianjty preached by St. Paul, St.
Peter or St. John, The present trend of
falsifying the teachings of the Bible and
embracing all religions in wider
ecumenism reminds me of Akbar, the
great Mughal Emperor who tried 0
evolve a new religion. Bug that did not
survive him, inspite of his greatness as
aruler of men, The present day Akbarg
need to take heed lest they land in the
same pitfall.

» K. P Luke Wdhian,
Telecom Gen, Manager (Retd,), Bangalore
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CHURCH AFFAIRS

THE COMMUNION OF CHURCHES IN INDIA

DECLARATION

We, the delegates from the Church of North India, the Church of South India and the Mar
Thoma Church, assembled at Santhigiri, Aluva, Kerala from 7th to 10th March 2004, while
thanking God Almighty for enabling us to come together, declare that we are one in Jesus
Christ and convey the following message to the Churches in India. The Communion of
Churches has been constituted as a common united expression of the life and witness of the
founding churches-Church of North India, Church of South India and The Mar Thoma Church.
Our spiritual pilgrimage for this journey began in 1973 with the constituting of the Joint
Theological Commission, which resulted in the formation of the Joint Council of Churches in
1978. The effectiveness and relevance of this vision led us to formally form the Communion
of Churches in India. We are in full communion in acceptance of the Bible, the Creeds and
the mutual acceptance of one another’s Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry.

The CCI: o

Aims to serve as a common organ for visible manifestation of unity, witness and service.

Will assist the churches to address the issues affecting and threatening life.

Will focus on issues of peace, justice and integrity of creation.

Will explore new avenues to share and affirm God’s love through diakonia.

We Affirm

We have now formally accepted a common lectionary and liturgy to affirm our common
identity and oneness in worship.

We see this as a divine moment to affirm unity in an increasingly divided world.

We affirm that this vision for unity and action will capture a holistic vision as we respond
to God’s call to discipleship. _

We, the Communion of Churches in India have now embarked upon this visien to af-
firm, promote, protect and sustain life, as our Biblical principle.

We affirm that the contemporary context of the country demands our united response
through mission and action.

We now declare ourselves as the Communion of Churches in India.

We invite all other churches to join in this pilgrimage of communion.

On behalf of the General Assembly of the Communion of Churches in India.

Signed by the Presidium

Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar Thoma Metropolitan

Most Rev. Z. James Terom, CNI Moderator

Most Rev. Dr. B. P. Sugandhar, CSI Moderator.
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