NEW VISION
FOR A CHANGING WORLD

VOL.3 ® ISSUE 7 ¢ MARCH 2003

For details, see pages 1 - 6




NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackad
Chief Editor, New Vision,
Kozhencherry-689 652

Phone/Fax: 04733-214068

e-mail : mkoshy@satyam.net.in.
The Rev.Prof. K.C. Mathew
Manager & Publisher, New Vision,
Manganam,Kottayam-686 018
Phone: 95481-2351841, Fax: 95481-2574987
e-mail: ktm_mandiram @ sancharnet.in.
The Rev. A.C. Oommen, Oddanchatram
Phone: 04553 - 40803

The Rev. Dr. A.T.Abraham, Muvattupuzha
Phone: 0485-835120

The Rev. Dr. K.V. Mathew, Kottayam
Phone: 95481-2573795

The Rev. Sunil Raj Philip, Neerattukavu
Phone: 04735 - 570422

Mr. M. Kurian, Manganam

Phone: 95481-2578599

Mr. Mathew P. ldicula, Chicago

Phone: 630-986-1195, Fax: 630-986-1261
e-mail: roychicago@hotmail.com

Prof. George Jacob, Kottayam - 4

Phone: 95481 - 2573476

Prof. Zachariah Mathew, Kottayam - 1
Phone: 95481-2566135

o Py

Rt. Rev. T.B.Benjamin,Kottayam = Rt.Rev. K.Michael John, Melukavus
Rt.Rev. Dr.Isaac Mar Philoxenos,Kottayam = Rt.Rev.Geevarughese Mar
Osthathiose, Parumala * Rt.Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasius,
Muvattupuzha = Rev. Dr. E.C. John,Bangalore * Fr.DrK.M. George,
Kottayam * Fr. A.P. George,Perumbavoor * Rev. Prof. Mathew Daniel,
Kozhencherry = Rev. Shajan Idicula, Thiruvananthapuram = Prof. Philip
N.Thomas, Tiruvalla = Prof. Mammen Varkey, Mavelikara * Mr. C. John
Mathai, Kottayam = Mr. M.M. Yobel, Kottayam = Adv. K.I. Ninan, Aymanam *
Ms. Accamma Paul, Mavelikara » Mr. J.T. Wattachanackal, Chicago *
Mr. C.J. Rajan, Chennai

Contact person in Tamilnadu

Mr. C.J. Rajan

25 Razak Gardens,8-Cross Street,

Arumbakkam, Chennai-106

Contact person in Canada

Major (Retd.) Jacob K. Philipose

98 Arbour Wood Cres. N.W.

Calgary, Alberta, Canada T3G 4C3

Phone: (403) 239 - 8489, e-mail: jacobp @telusplanet.net
Contact person in USA

Mr. Mathew P. Idicula

8548 Wedge Wood Dr.

Burr Ridge, IL 60521, USA

Phone: 630-986-1195, Fax: 630-986-1261

e-mail: roychicago @hotmail.com

Co-ordinators in USA

Mr.Kuryan Thampy Jacob, Texas

Mr. Koshy George.,NewYork

Dr.George Joseph,Chicago

Dr.Thomas Koshy, Boston

FormIV
(See rule 8)
Statement about ownership and other particulars about newspaper
NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD
(to be published in the first issue every year, after the last day of February)

1. Place of publication Kochukaleeckal
Manganam P.O., Kottayam - 686 018
2. Periodicity of its publication Monthly
3. Printer’s Name Rev. Prof. K.C. Mathew
Nationality Indian
Address Kochukaleeckal

Rubber Board P.0., Kottayam - 686 009
4. Publisher’s Name

Nationality Same as above
Address

5. Editor’s Name Prof. Mathew Koshy
Nationality Indian
Address Malayil P.G. Bhavan

Punnackad P.0., Kozhenchery - 689 652
6. Names and addresses of

individuals who own the Rev. Prof. K.C. Mathew
newspaper and partnersor  Chairperson, Nava Darshan Trust
shareholders holding more ~ Manganam, Kottayam - 686 018
than one per cent of the

total capital

I, Rev. Prof. K.C. Mathew, hereby declare that the particulars given
above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
sd/-
Date: 1 March 2003 Signature of Publisher [

ceries s o

awewamilaum smgmg“ @13%5:;, GHI5Wo
polGBMma quonolmymualol, mlo)ne

monamiellend ellgoayd erosemgl, mlo}aImamande

e sz
aflad’ a@ilgd, M)z Oflaiad
al)MUa90S, CaIvesmal - 689 652
Phone/Fax: 04733 - 214068
e-mail: mkoshy @satyam.net.in

3¢

Half Page

Full Page

Quarter Page
Back Cover [outside) Rs. 3000 Rs. 2000 Rs. 1200
Back Cover (inside) Rs. 2500 Rs. 1500 Rs. 1000
Inner Pages Rs. 2000 Rs. 1000 Rs. 800

Page Layout: Learners’ Kottayam, Tel: 95481 - 2567438

. Editor: Dr. Mathe

w Koshy PUNNECKaD W T TTes s s es=——




CONNTS

Church Affairs

Row over K.P. Yohannan's Consecration

Science

alnlaasm miolauememmad...

CavI. €£20322 agjo. CNIANV

Ethics

- U@ Yo GRAVMIOHINGG B33Wo...

cawa. awl snsrialid
Literary Review
a13dwlaflomaud

cava. Mo corad
Conversion
aMaldkudommo

2l oa.sl, cman)
Portrayal

alqpad UoWIREMA9IRM
0933221

General

The eye of the Horus

Dr. K. Rajasekharan Nair
Biblical

awaein aolw...

CAWI. @RANAD GLIFEZ
Current Affairs
Christians & Corruption
Old Age Corner
apdavas}o...

8)(aldan, AVl BID2f03
Passing Glimpses
SLOVLPOm @REialo...
eavd. ol udwiav

Psychology

allnpovamicalas) aflnelo

e229382 MuanmI sl
Devotional
A Love Story

VOL.3 » ISSUE 7 » MARCH 2003 l

ITORIAL

ED

afailmieanaimiuian) nilaiwlsin

af)aflriceonjmildies GRalmaIoWome &IS)OM)eSHIGETEI
M0CAUISHD Belallaf)0d0CME0 @RE| LOMPIOIND. HalaD
ea0omi® allwnammlalnios) aeidomlomm snilefeadad 21@a)
MILO2nlsM (0], ©d. afl. GWIAOMNIM, 2003 Oan(NUG] 6-0)
@Rm1Ieanauino] MSMM TUOOMOE]IGHAHE: D)) nHOlenes
alSMITVOMIMLAIW af)2J0 MSalSIHRERS)0 BQUSIHN) @018sam
Nilatia POl AOFS96]S AURIOTDRIZET DD &)0laflNIWIRo.
BIOODINE! af)alTIGHH {03 TUEHB)OS 3)SIVAWIW CROWIF
aoamdavlelenwaals Tilegai.oaf). TUEDOS ~IDAIRLLEHD,
)] MLag)@V.0af). NilaHn J2001HSW]0 BQJo TMVANHOMEDTNONS
&, all. GIAOMOIM afIM AUYEDIOW OOHAUDaT MEdE:] snilau
Hom‘l@m‘i Ml.ag)mMi.oag)., 2odcomon muedallwnavle:es san
S8ho HEMGla] TVORMIAJEM.

DD MUOOMIEIGAHSO HNBAUNITV(@AIOA0W]o TUEIETUMLETIBUS
MEMIMLAVYo WRAIW (A IUOMEEBB)WAAmAN). af)aflriEs:00|od
OIMIB:2)BB (VRSB0 GRLIOOM AVRH:Blo Cal@N)EME0Q
Baf)HTVESS6M TUL.ag)aTV.0af).@)0 Ml.ag)M.0ag).@)0. Ald0ei
QIdasmgloel HeBAUMITY(Maldajs8)0SW]o alOMOBIOMRR)o
(IOBMOMDNSW)0 ANRIAIEM DD Bnf)dh)TIRHUD. alGIMalon0W
a)aflmies0qimil muewns mmla (ethos) e muossy@mim)o
@YOINDIZIOEMAT) D TVES WD) GETIIWIHA|STIM)EUDAABIE)
D) IOMIEB (nIeaIutlal®. ARoyflenad allconamlal arEie mmeel
a)aflIUCHa (@ AlOMIOYM)MROVID)IN). 1936 MM BOACOMO
20MVEW)o @Rolanad MUE®)e XM andemavemudna)ensd
@le)m). Do)Tuesgleaimio milada]) TUOIMIEIEASUD)(UD)oH
Wed @y TVEHEIDEl af)alnied0ni@d (IGIMIWBW BINEBIGNI
) 210010)aM). 208EOMIBOTVEWHE Ml.ag)m.0ag)., MUl.ng)03.6ag).
VRS20 AVoMBNOMIIME (alcaUwlen)AI0M DAl MVanIWo,
200, ag)MO®I, 0D MLOMVBWo AUIGNHEIBBIWIBS HOHBAUUDITV(®
21Ba]8UB89)0 AIOMOMIMoCMRAHBOET MLIWIM A ILWAIV@). TVE,
ailtaioao, algmio, AlUBIOMI(AIB0sMo @RAEIWO® @RSIMUOOME:00)
63Bg108 CWOEla )OSR DO AIO)TTIWEUDHUAET MILag)al.eng).,
MUL.ag)MB.0af)., BOGCOMIRITVRHUD nf)dh OGS (A IGAIUBla)D), 1978
-©% MAN) MVBHS)HSW)o cRIWIAF HDendavled alalallcdalan),
2} muesmglele afaflaiedaajavl @INIGMOY 00N HW®)0,
alg®lo @REMIIMo MLI1dh0le6)Hm)o GID)ICmOPTVomMIANOBIGS
(AIGQIUB]EN) D)0 HaIDMm). A10MN) MEGHEIHLIMo CARIALY M
@odamealanE]l @RooWwmIncry) (alodmdlesm ololwle milel
alladaian). @o)a@lciajoe AUGHUEBU MEBOHM TUadH0la])
(GO 2 @M CUdaHo, BIIN) TUERG:B)0 MITILNSH NIMDO h)S)
MO BYUSSOIOTG LIHeeMao@] @2yl 898 al@ajad
M MABWY af)M Galo) Md0la)). M &)5o0awle)uleqls
age@®Blene ave saiglulanss asge@eslane TVRWIAOCWI
(SN TRANRONNIAOEWO Haf)dhs | UMDOBIGS (AIGQIUTIH0) IS
B0)OTUS)SHDINEMES]T DMARISHERR)NS @RGIENIIS)o quan
MEOMIS)o CAUSNHANT BOSMALISM @RMUDITVIEN)IN)ENE. ED
mlsnicwmades) alle)ELAIWIN HAIMESNIMID TVEHS)R0W
quonias enileflea$md aidafloe! (0] O&. aill. GWInMMoaMm
aUl.agm.0ag). 62owe0QAd milatinjow 0¥l o).

(CoRatio Caied 4)

17 ||

19 |




e

CHURCH AFFAIRS

ROW OVER
K. P. YOHANNAN'S CONSECRATION

The action of the CSI Moderator
baffles everybody. I do not think that
in the Mar Thoma Church I can do it
and continue to be the Metropolitan.
Some of my people are very much
agitated. I do not know what the
understanding of Episcopacy, laying
on of hands etc. in the CSI is. Some
time back I wrote a letter responding
to the news in NEW VISION about the
pastoral letter of the Moderator with
some reference to the Marthoma
Church. He did not even acknowledge
it

PHILIPOSE MAR CHRYSOSTOM

MAR THOMA METROPOLITAN
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I write this to communicate a very
painful and difficult decision of mine.
As you are well aware, the Church of
South India Synod put its trust in me
and entrusted the responsibility of
North Kerala Diocese under my gover-
nance. It was an extremely difficult de-
cision for myself and Lilly to make, be-
cause the ministry we have been doing
at CMC & H, Vellore was so very close
to our heart. Finally we decided with
much fear and trembling, knowing very
well my inadequacy and unworthiness,
to assume the office of a Bishop. On 8"
July 1999, T was consecrated Bishop
of North Kerala Diocese at the CSI Ca-
thedral, Calicut. It is now 3 years and 7
months since I have been ministering
in North Kerala Diocese as its Bishop.
With all humility, I could say that I have
done everything to the best of my God-
given ability to improve the spiritual as
well as the material growth and progress
of the Diocese. Ever since I started my
ministry as a Bishop, I was not happy
with the practice of canvassing car-
ried out by candidates for securing
high offices of the church. But with
great concern I have been seeking
God’s powerful cleansing of the
Church through the power of prayer.
Now the event of the CSI Moderator
consecrating Dr. K. P. Yohannan
(whose doctrinal stand has been caus-
ing serious problems in my Diocese
and the Diocesan Council having
passed a resolution concerning this and
the Synod Gen. Secretary having re-
ferred it to the Synod Theological Com-
mission which is yet to submit its Re-
port) as “Archbishop” of a new church
on 6 February at Tiruvalla in a most
stealthy as well as dubious and hasty
manner, has totally shattered my trust
in the leadership of Church of South
India. The press release by the CSI
Moderator which came in Indian Ex-
press and Malayala Manorama is an
absolute lie for which, I'm sure, he is
answerable before God.

During the Synod Executive meet-

ber 2002, there was an item on the
agenda-CSI's relationship with Believ-
ers’ Church-But due to lack of time, that
item was not taken up for discussion.
The Moderator during that meeting
mentioned that it will be taken up for
discussion during the Bishops’ Con-
ference to be held at Mahabalipuram
from 8-10 January 2003. The next Synod
Executive meeting held at Chennai on
8th Jan. 2003 also had included the
above mentioned item in the printed
agenda with a hand-written note
against it, ‘to be discussed during the
Bishops' Conference.” During the sec-
ond day of the Bishops’ Conference
the Moderator in a private talk with me
mentioned that he was planning to at-
tend the consecration ceremony of Dr.
K. P. Yohannan. When [ asked who was.
consecrating him as Bishop, the Mod-
erator told me that he did not know who
that person was and continued to say
that he heard it was some patriarch from
Russia or so. The conversation ended
there and I was disturbed over the way
things were moving. At the fag end of
the Bishops® Conference, just before
the final vote of thanks proposed by
Bishop Thomas Samuel of Madhya
Kerala Diocese, the Moderator opened
the subject of K. P. Yohannan's conse-
cration. He said that Bishop Gladstone
and himself were planning to attend the
consecration. I raised my objection to
the Moderator’s participation in that.
During the following exchange of views
there came up strong disagreement from
Bishop Vasant Kumar, Bishop
Sugandhar, the Dy. Moderator and
Bishop Christy Furtado as to the
Moderator’s official participation in
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such a consecration ceremony. Bishop ™~

Gladstone said that he was planning to
attend it in his capacity as the Presi-
dent of the Serampore Senate. What
the Moderator and Bishop Gladstone
told the other Bishops was that they
were planning just to ‘attend’ the func-
tion. Then someone asked what would
they do if asked to lay their hands on
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K_P Yohannan at the time of consecra-
son? Their answer was that they would
also lay their hands. I again raised ob-
jection to their participation in that con-
secration service in the capacity of CSI
Bishops officially representing CSIL
The final word from the Moderator was
that he will be attending the service not
officially representing the CSI butin a
personal capacity. That statement of
the Moderator was most unreasonable
and illogical because when the Mod-
erator of CSI participates in a function
like that, by virtue of the authority of
Moderatorship of CSI vested on him, it
will be the official representation of CSL.
Anyway the brief exchange of words
on that matter ended there abruptly.
Now the Moderator’s act cannot
be viewed other than as a deliberate
and pre-planned one of cheating the
entire CSI and thus literally shattering
the dignity and credibility of the
Bishop’s office in CSI. As [ also be-
long to the category of Bishops in CSI,
1 feel that indirectly I have also vio-
fated the trust the members of CSI have
put in me as the preserver of the doctri-
nal norms of CSI. In this context the
painful course of action left before me
1s to relinquish my office as the Bishop
of North Kerala Diocese. I earnestly
request you to advise me of the consti-
tutional procedure for implementing
this decision of mine. I want you to give
me a clear advice in this matter before
26th of February 2003.
Rt. Rev. Dr. George Isaac,
Bishop in North Kerala.

]|

We, the undersigned, understand
that the Moderator officiated at the
consecration of Dr. K. P. Yohannan, the
lay leader of a Pentecostal division. To
our knowledge, no competent body of
the CSI had authorized or permitted the
Moderator or Bishop I. W. Glad-stone
or Bishop G. Devakadaksham to be
present at the consecration, much less
1o officiate or lay their hands. As you
know, the Theological Commission to
which the application of Mr. K. P.
Yohannan had been referred to will
have its first meeting on 28th February
2003. But the consecration was done
stealthily, dubiously and in a hasty
manner on 6th February 2003. This epi-
sode had deeply disturbed a large sec-
tion of the CSI and sister churches. The

Church of Mr. K. P. Yohannan, till the
other day, had doctrines contrary to the
CSI and he had persistently denounced
Episcopacy.

The Moderator, in consecrating K.
P. Yohannan, has acted beyond his
constitutional powers, grossly misused
his authority and patently violated the
trust reposed on him. By this, he des-
ecrated the sanctity of episcopacy
which is held high by the CSI, deceived
the CSI of its Protestant faith-a faith
which we proudly profess, and secretly
implanted the seed of indiscipline and
disunity in violation of the principles
of unity which the CSI loudly proclaims.
The Moderator seems to take shelter
under the new provision for Bishops’
Council, a body which has no power
given to it under the constitution. As
you will note, no lay person like you,
though the General Secretary or the
Synod Treasurer, and no clergy can be
a member of the Bishops’ Council. Be-
sides, you know only too well that a
body of the CSI not comprising these
three sections can have no constitu-
tional power. The Moderator is reported
to have administered the CSI Holy Eu-
charist during the consecration of K. P.
Yohannan in the midst of a group of
people with no faith and/or with differ-
ent faith and served the Holy Commun-
ion elements indiscriminately. He had
callously thrown to the winds the sanc-
tity of the Holy Communion and proved
himself unfit to hold the position of a
Bishop in the Church of South India. It
is deeply disheartening to learn that
Bishop George Isaac had to tender his
resignation in order.to safeguard and
uphold the dignity and credibility of
the Bishop’s office in CSI. It is perti-
nent that the Metropolitan of the Mar
Thoma Church was baffled by the in-
discreet behaviour of the Moderator of
the CSI and he had pointed out that a
similar situation in his church would
have ended up in his removal from of-
fice.

Therefore we request you that:-
You may use your good office to per-
suade the erring Moderator and the two
Bishops to relinquish their respective
offices forthwith. » That disciplinary
action be initiated against them. e For-
bid them from functioning in their re-
spective Dioceses as Bishops pending
the final decision of the Synod. e Re-
lieve the Moderator from his office and

CHURCH AFFAIRS

hand over charge to the Dy. Modera-
tor. » Relieve Bishops K. J. Samuel, J.
W. Gladstone and Devakadaksham and
hand over their charges to the Dy.
Moderator. « Immediately convene the
Synod Executive Committee and de-
clare the consecration of Dr. K. P.
Yohannan by the Moderator and par-
ticipating Bishops of the CSI, null and
void, in so far as the CSI is concerned.
e Not to recognize the Believers’
Church as an Episcopal Church. e To
request Bishop George Isaac not to
press his resignation and you may
please inform all the Dioceses of the
action taken by you.  To inform the
Secretariat of the Archbishop of Can-
terbury not to entertain the present
Moderator of the CSI at the enthrone-
ment of the Archbishop of Canterbury,
and depute the Dy. Moderator instead.
We also request you to clarify the
following issues:- the position of the
Believers’ Church in relation with the
CSI e whether the CSI accepts the
banns certificate and other certificates
from that Church and recognize the
sacraments, if any, of that Church
e whether disciplinary actions are al-
lowed in the CSI against those who
have crossed over to the Believers’
Church. e how to deal with the disci-
plinary actions which are pending
against offenders e whether pulpit ex-
change is allowed with that Church and
whether the doctrines of that church
can co-exist with the doctrines of the
CSI e whether, in consecration services
and ordination services of the CSI,
bishops of the Believers® Church can
be involved and vice versa etc.
Very Rev. Dr. T. M. John
Very Rev. M. T. Tharian
Prof. Rev. K. C. Mathew
Rev. Sunil Raj Philip
Rev. Suseel Simon, Dr. K. M. George
Adv. K. I. Ninan, Mr. V. J. Joseph
& Dr. Jacob Chandy

]}

We, the members and well-wishers
of the Church of South India and mem-
bers of the theological fraternity at
Trivandrum, met at the KUT Seminary
on 13 February 2003 to study the ac-
tion of the Moderator of the CSI in con-
secrating Dr. K. P. Yohannan as bishop
of the “Believers’ Church” and to as-
sess its constitutional and theological
implications and their impact on the
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church and its ecumenical relations. We
wish to bring to your notice our find-
ings and recommendations given be-
low.

The Moderator has violated the
Constitution of the CSI

The Moderator has stepped out-
side his limits in consecrating Dr. K. P.
Yohannan, since he was not autho-
rised to do so by any statutory body
of the Synod. « By stooping down (0
consecrate an unordained person out-
side the CSI without the authorisation
of the Church, the Moderator has
downgraded the historic episcopate of
the CSI and made it an office that could
be handed out to anyone who ask for
it. » According to the media, the Mod-
erator has admitted that the top-level
committees of the Synod are yet to
study the faith and the constitution of
the new-born Believers” Church. If that
is the case, the Moderator has shown
undue haste in consecrating the leader
of a church without bothering to find

out the faith and practice of that
church. This is a grave error. « Nothing
related to the said consecration was
done in an open or straightforward
manner. Evidently there was so much
scheming and manoeuvring on the
part of all those who were involved in
the consecration. Everything was
planned and executed in such a clan-
destine manner that could put any
political mafia to shame. Involvement
in such intrigue does not add dignity
to the office of the prelates of the CSI
who were involved in the event. ® The
Moderator is guilty of misguiding the
members of the CSI and the general
public by claiming to have obtained the
prior sanction of the Bishops’ Coungcil
as if it were a statutory body that could
independently legislate on such mat-
ters and execute its decisions. By the
way, it is to be doubted that the Bishop
of Madhya Kerala and secretary of the
Bishops’ Council, in whose jurisdiction
the consecration took place, was aware

of the event since he had not informed
his diocesan officers of the same. e The
Moderator seems to have claimed that
he participated in the consecration in a
personal capacity. Is it possible for the
Moderator to preside over the conse-
cration in another church in a personal
capacity? The CSI Constitution affirms
that the Moderator “shall be the offi-
cial representative of the Church dur-
ing his term of office in all business
with other churches or organisations.”
So, by virtue of his personal presence
and active participation in the company
of three other CSI bishops, the Mod-
erator has embroiled the whole of the
CSI in the unauthorised “private™ con-
secration. » He has misguided the mem-
bers of the CSI and others by giving
the impression that the CSI officially
supports the Believers’ Church, even
patronises and endorses its teachings
and faith, whatever they be. o If the
innocent motive of the Moderator was
to enter into communion with another
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church, there were well-established
means to do so which involve nego-
tiations and discussions and study of
the faith and constitution etc. No such
process has preceded the consecra-
tion. » The Moderator who is sup-
posed to be the custodian of the CSI
constitution has shown disrespect to
it and by his action weakened the
ecclesiastical structure of the CSI. He
has set a bad precedence that has far-
reaching consequences in regard to
the life and discipline of the Church.
« We are surprised that the Modera-
tor consistently refused to listen to
those within the CSI (including the
faculty of KUT Seminary) who had
advised him against such imprudent
move, and deliberately and impu-
dently chose his own way to the great
consternation of all who love the
Church.

The consecration of Dr K. P,
Yohannan is invalid for the follow-
ing reasons:

As mentioned above, the Modera-
tor was not authorised by the CSI

% Synod to do the consecration. The

so-called Bishops’ Council is more of
a body to strengthen fellowship
among the bishops and to correct any-
one who strayed. rather than a statu-
tory body that could make such earth-
shaking decisions as that of the con-
secration of Dr. K. P. Yohannan. e A
bishop of the CSI cannot ordain even
a deacon in his church without the
authorisation of the constitutional
bodies of his church. In other words,
a bishop has to be authorised or em-
powered by the church in order to or-
dain or consecrate. There was no such
authorisation or empowerment in the
case of this consecration, and there-
fore it is null and void in so far as the
CSI is concerned. » According to the
CSI Constitution, “No person may be
consecrated a bishop unless he is al-
ready a presbyter.” Dr. K. P. Yohannan
is neither a presbyter of the CSI nor
even a member of the CSI; and even if
he has been ordained by some other
church. such ordination has to be
recognised by the CSI before a deci-
siom is taken on his eligibility to be
consecrated, if at all it is possible.
What mandate has the Moderator got
to consecrate someone outside his
church?

Our recommendation

The consecration of Dr. K. P.
Yohannan by the Moderator is a blatant
violation of the Constitution of the CSI
and a betrayal of the confidence reposed
on him by the members of the Church.
This arbitrary action of the Moderator
is also an offence against the Church of
North India and the Mar Thoma Church
with whom the CSlI is in full communion.
Moreover, this happening is likely to
damage the CSI's good relations with
the Anglican Communion among other
international church bodies with which
the CSlis in alliance. For the above rea-
sons, the leadership of the CSI owes an
apology to all concerned. Steps must be
taken to investigate the intrigue that
has preceded the consecration and to
bring the guilty to justice. The Synod of
the CSI should meet urgently and de-
clare that the consecration of Dr. K. P.
Yohannan as bishop is unauthorised and
therefore, null and void. Neither the CSI
nor any other church that is in commun-
ion with the CSI should treat Dr. K. P,
Yohannan as a bishop or recognise his
Believers’ Church. These, we feel, are
but a few urgent measures that the CSI
Synod has to take in this critical situa-
tion. We trust that you will consider the
above matters and take necessary ac-

tion on behalf of the CSI Synod.
Most Rev. Dr. I. Jesudasan
(a former Moderator of the CSI
and a former Principal of KUTS.)
Rev. Dr. Kuruvilla George,
Principal, KUTS
Rev. Dr. K. K. Koshy, (former Principal, KUTS)
Rev. Dr. Jacob Verghis
(a former Principal of KUTS)
Rev, G. Sobhanam, Professor, KUTS
Rev. Dr. K. P. Kuruvilla,
Professor, KUTS
Rev. Felix Mathew,Lecturer, KUTS
Miss L. Laila, Lecturer, KUTS

v

The wilful act of the Moderator and
the Bishops who officiated in the con-
secration of K. P. Yohannan raises sev-
eral doubts regarding their theological
stand. Is it because of their theological
ignorance? Or do they have a wrong
concept of their authority? Do they have
a power of their own without any sanc-
tion from the Church they belong to?
The Moderator is the center of unity and
defender of faith. He is the one to de-
fend the theology and doctrines of the

CHURCH AFFAIRS

Church when such issues are surfaced.
Evidently, the Moderator and other
Bishops have desecrated the sanctity
of the historic episcopate in its con-
stitutional form and misused the au-
thority of apostolic succession. The
laying on of hands is the symbolic ex-
pression of linking the historic epis-
copate and apostolic succession. How-
ever. the laying on of hands is valid
only when the authorization and em-
powering of the Church are received
constitutionally. Actually in the con-
secration of K. P. Yohannan, the proce-
dures for consecrating a Bishop are not
followed diligently and hence there is
no theological and constitutional va-
lidity. Yet another great mistake the
Moderator has done was the repudia-
tion of the threefold ministry, an es-
sential element in matters of Episco-
pacy. K. P. Yohannan is a layman. He is
not an ordained presbyter of the CSL
The constitution clearly directs that a
Moderator can consecrate one who is
a persbyter of the CSI. Even the name
‘Believers’ Church’ raises certain ques-
tions regarding its theological validity.
The meaning of Church itself is “Com-
munity of Believers.” K. P. Yohannan
uses this name with a hidden purpose
to show some significance for his
church as if all other people are unbe-
lievers or non-believers.

It is not yet clear whether this con-
secration signifies the union of these
two churches or K. P. Yohannan wanted
to be consecrated as Bishop with a
historic link through the CSI for the
sake of respect among other churches.
There is no justification for consecrat-
ing him before any positive and sin-
cere attempt is made for the various
process which can lead to a union. If it
is for the purpose of church unity, there
are well established procedures and
practices, such as setting up of a ne-
gotiation committee for the study of
constitution, theological positions etc.,
preparation of a union scheme, ratifi-
cation by diocesan council/synod, and
finally a public event of union includ-
ing the consecration of a Bishop as part
of the unification ceremony. The
Moderator’s action here is in the re-
verse order and entirely contradictory
to the existing procedure. The Mod-
erator is said to have declared that the
Synod Theological Commission and
the Liturgy Committee are going to
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study the various aspects of the Be-
lievers’ Church before being accepted
into a full communion. So the action of
the Moderator and other Bishops are
questionable. A student of History of
Christiantiy is well aware of the pro-
cess through which the CSI had be-
come a reality in 1947. Even then the
high Anglicans of the episcopal Church
took a long time to accept the episco-
pacy of the CSI Bishops coming from
the congregational background.

The consecration of Bishops is
usually held in a public ceremony. Suf-
ficient time is given to the public to
come and attend it because the Bishop
is chosen from among the people. Here
we see a man who himself wants to
become a Bishop without any election
or such things. Moreover, the conse-
cration was done in a dubious man-
ner. The day on which the consecra-
tion was done, in almost all leading
newspapers there was an interview
with K. P. Yohannan. It was given wide
publicity. In the interview, he said he
was not very sure of the person who
officiates the ceremony and the date &
venue. But when the paper was in the
hands of the public, the ceremony was
almost half way through. Even the
Moderator who officiated in the cer-
emony and the Bishops who assisted
him went to the venue very secretly
without giving any hint. When the
ceremony was going on, there was the
Senate of Serampore meeting at Adoor.
K. P. Yohannan's Seminary is also a
member of the Senate family. None of
the members of the senate were in-
formed. However, Bishop Gladstone,
the President of the Senate of
Serampore went to participate in the
ceremony without informing any of his
fellow Bishops. The Moderator, as far
as we know, did not even inform the
Bishop’s office at Melukavu or the
Synod Secretariat at Chennai. Above
ail, most of the members of the Bish-
ops’ Council, including its so-called
Secretary, Bishop Thomas Samuel, in
whose jurisdiction the ceremony took
place, were not aware of this “great
event.” Itis still worse that these Bish-
ops did not show the natural courtesy
of keeping the protocol to inform the
local Bishop. According to the Consti-
tution, the Moderator does not have
any power of his own to consecrate a
Bishop outside the CSI, without Synod

giving its sanction. Moreover, the CSI
has accepted the historic Episcopate
in its doctrinal form. The Moderator or
any Bishop can act only within the
framework of the CSI Constitution. He
is bound to observe the rules and regu-
lations with utmost seriousness.
What we gather from the above
facts is that the act of the Moderator in
consecrating a person from the Pente-
costal background who has no official
relationship with the CS1 is against our
Constitution and faith. Therefore we
cannot accept his episcopacy. The
Moderator and the other Bishops who
have participated in the ceremony have
betrayed the CSI with its 35 lakh people,
as Judas betrayed Jesus for some
pieces of silver. This reminds us of the
dark ages in history where the hierar-
chial positions are sold for money. Our
sincere prayer to these Bishops is that
they should not make it a “den of rob-
bers.” Since there are a number of con-
stitutional irregularities and proce-
dural errors surfaced around this ig-
noble act, the episcopacy of K. P.
Yohannan stands null and void. How-
ever, a declaration should come from
the Synod Secretariat, for which the
Synod Court must take stern initiative.
We do not question the intention
of K. P. Yohannan seeking to be conse-
crated as Bishop by the CSI Modera-
tor. He might have thought that such a
relationship with CSI is essential for
sustained growth, mostly drawn from
nominal members of other denomina-
tions and people of other faiths, as well
as for strong ecumenical fellowship like
NCCI, WCC, and Senate of Serampore.
If he simply wanted to become a

Bishop-just a presiding minister, he
would have followed the examples of
other denominations such as ECI,
Methodist or Lutheran. But he pre-
ferred the CSI, because of its evangeli-
cal background and historic episco-
pate. However, the ordained pastors of
the Believers’ Church would become a
threat to the CSI, especially in the re-
mote village areas. As a result of this
consecration the mutual confidence
and trust that existed within the Com-
munion of Churches (CSI, CNIand Mar
Thoma) is shaken. The future of the
Communion of Churches is bleak. The
Moderator, in order to justify his un-
ruly act, tries to put the blame on other
people and diverts their attention by
telling lies through press release. This
would do a lot of harm to the integrity
of the high office he holds. The Mod-
erator and the Bishops represent the
Church wherever they go.

All the above factors show that the
consecration of K. P. Yohannan is a bla-
tant violation of the Constitution of CSI
and the trust and confidence reposed
on the Moderator and other Bishops.
If it is so, they have no authority t0
remain in office. So the Moderator and
the other two Bishops should resign
from their post and tender an uncondi-
tional apology to the Church through
the Synod. The Synod Court should
be convened immediately and the
guilty must be punished in an exem-
plary manner.

Rev. Dr. K. P. Kuruvilla, Trivandrum

(Professor, KUTS & Convener,
CSl Synod Theological Commission)
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the trip?”.

"Yeah!’. “And what did you learn?”

ARE YOU RICH SPIRITUALLY?

One day a father and his rich family took their young son ona trip to the country with the
firm intention of showing him how poor people can be. They spent a day and a night in the farm
of a very poor family. When they got back from their trip, the father asked his son, “How was

"Very good, Dad!". “Did you see how poor people can be?", the father asked.

og at home and they have four. We have a pool
hey have a creek that has no end. We have

The son answered, ‘| saw that we have a d
that reaches the middle of the garden and t
imported lamps in the garden and they have the stars. Our patio reaches to the front yard and
they have a whole horizon.” When the little boy was finishing, his father was speechless. The
son added, ‘Thank you, Dad, for showing me how poor we are!’

Isn'tit true that all depends on the way you look at things? You can have all the material
possessions, provisions for the future etc., but if you are poor in spirit, you have nothing!

Cullected by Regi Varghese, Kaviyoor
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From the days of our Pharma-
cology classes we were taught that the
medical symbol Rx meant “Take thou”
- You take (these medicine). But it is
interesting to note a historical
explanation as to how and why it was
used initially. Some of us use signs of
benediction like ‘Om’ or ‘Sree’ before
writing anything. According to some
pandits Rx is also one sign of
benediction, originated from Egyptian
mythology.

The hieroglyphics of Osiris and
Horus are the same- a symbol of an eye
over a throne. The eye of the Horus
was used initially as a sacred symbol
over all written documents both in
Egypt and neighbouring countries.
Gradually this became universally
accepted. In order to understand the
story of Horus, one should understand
some Egyptian mythology.

Possibly, Egypt was a united
political entity governed by a
monarchy from BC 3000 onwards. Their
Kings were called Pharohs and they
were generally considered as gods or
as representatives of gods. As all the
old religions of the world, their religion
was also polytheistic, with the Sun
God Re or Atum as the supreme one.
Pharohs were incestuous, marrying
their sisters so that a pure breed could
be perpetuated. When the Pharohs
died, the priests of Heliopolis entombed

—

OF THE HORU
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them in the Pyramids in the form of
MUmmies.

Possibly, the mummification started
from the time of one of the Pharohs,
Osiris. He was slain by his evil brother
Set. The story of the slaying of Osiris
was so well known in Egypt in ancient
times that the texts written in the interior
walls of the Pyramid tombs did not give
any details, as it was taken for granted.
Egyptian customs did not permit
portrayal of any Killing scenes. Hence
the portrayal of the killing of Osiris by
Set is not available, though separate
pictures of Osiris and Set are available
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even now.

The body of the slain Osiris was
saved from decomposition and
revivified by his wife, Isis and his sister
Nephthys. The lamentation of Isis to
Nephthys on the death of Osiris has
been documented thus: “Behold, I have
found thee lying there. Nephthys! this
is our brother; Come, let us raise him
from his death. Let us gather his bones
for protection of his limbs. In our
presence let him be weary no more. Oh!
Osiris live, stand up thou unfortunate
one that liest there. Isis brings libation
to thee, Nephthys cleanses thee, thy
two great sisters restore thy flesh, and
they reunite thy members. They cause
thy tow eyes to appear in thy face.”

Thus the dead body of Osiris was
packed and shrouded up, and his
sisters thought that he was resurrected.
The legend goes on that Osiris was.
indeed resurrected and his case was
tried at the tribunal of Gods at
Heliopolis and he was vindicated. Set,
his brother was condemned. But Osiris
did not return to his native land but
became the ruler of the ‘other’ world
but his posthumous son avenged the
death of his father and ruled the
country.

Ancient Egyptians have generally
accepted the legend of Horus and
Orisis, and the hieroglyphic of Horus
(an eye on a throne) was accepted by
them as a symbol to be noted before
any document. As time passed.
modification of that hieroglyphic as Rx
came into existence mainly in medical
prescriptions. ®
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

Corruption, like cancer, is spread-
ing into every aspect of life. Power cor-
rupts and absolute power corrupts ab-
solutely. But today it is no longer con-
fined to the corridors of power politics.
It eats up the spiritual life of man and
the so-called dedicated sections of so-
ciety. Give us a few lakhs and we will
pray for your new born child till he/she
is grown up, cries out certain adver-
tisements. Today Corruption has ac-
quired respectability to the extent that
an incorruptible person is considered
as one who does not know how to live
and so, not worth a penny. One is forced
to swim with the current. What is cor-
ruption? It is rendering undue and un-
becoming services for getting unde-
serving gratification. Giving undue
payments to get illegitimate or even le-
gitimate services from government of-
fices should also be termed a corrupt
practice. The so-called public servants
are paid monthly from the taxpayer’s
money. Yet each time the taxpayer has
to make additional payments to get his
due share of service. The French revo-
lution was an example of people’s re-
volt against such corruption of the rul-
ing class at its zenith and they cel-
ebrated the death of Louis XVI with
drunken revelry. Even Christ sanctified
the use of a whip to cleanse the sacred
precincts of the temple from corrupt
practitioners.

Where are the roots of corruption?
They are where desires are, according
to Buddha. The roots of corruption are
buried deep in one’s insatiable urge
crying out: not enough, not enough
and seeking one’s bliss in acquiring
more and more of worldly possessions.
This was the temptation Adam and Eve
faced in paradise and Christ in the
desert. Our first parents fell, Christ
didn’t. Such temptations will be there
always. Christ showed how to over-

come it. All through life’s journey, man
is constantly offered the forbidden
fruit, for him to taste and see. Like Eve,
often he is tempted to take a bite just to
get an experience and is caught. Here
is the relevance of the church to show
the way. Christ was crucified for point-
ing his finger at the corrupt religious
leaders. Accused of being a blas-
phemer, he was crucified. This history
constantly gets repeated.

Life is a constant exercise of choos-
ing between what leads to life or death.
The devil never sleeps, but sings sweet
lullabies in every ear. Individuals,
communities and churches are often
put to sleep by those lullabies. To swim
with the current comes natural to all.
One who refuses to do it would be con-
sidered a rebel or an insane out of tune
with the goings on. True, institutions
were started for the purpose of serving
man for a heavenly cause. But soon
compromises had to be made in the
name of growth, progress and effi-
ciency. Not to grow is to get destroyed.
Compulsions of the market and man-
agement science dictate to make a mini-
mum of twenty percent growth every
year. How to make this growth pos-
sible? Only through accumulating
money and wealth. How to get this
money easily? You get it from those
who need the services of these institu-
tions. So get it from teachers seeking
appointment, even if they are forced to
sell the only plot they live on to raise
the required amount. With that money
you whitewash the school and let the
teacher teach the gospel of mammon
free to students. And the world gets
baptised with the spirit of darkness and
the church rejoices in the thought of
serving the needy.

Have you any doubt that this is not
what is happening? Think of the on-
going struggle for first places and po-

sitions of power even in ecclesiastical
circles? Did they learn this art from
power-hungry politicians or did the
politicians learn it from the Church?
That is why the Bible asks: What use
gaining the whole world, if it is to lose
your soul? The mission of the Church
is to keep alive the relevance of this
question. But in the zealous search for
the conquest of this world. has not the
Church forfeited its soul? Is the cross
of Christ something to be worn or
borne?

There are no clear statistics about
corruption among Christians to make a
scientific comparison with other com-
munities. But if one were to look at the
number of inmates in our jails, Chris-
tians were second to none. Even those
who thought they were clean should
examine and see what they do to getan
admission for a child, to get a job or a
service done from the Church or soci-
ety, for example, from the income-tax
department, electricity office, RTO of-
fice, Water Authority, housing depart-
ment, in short, in every official and pri-
vate dealing with others. Don't they
always go through channels of influ-
ence offering favours to get favours
done whether due or undue? How many
ever open their mouth against the on-
going corruption around? Sri P. C.
Cyriac, the Director of Jeevan TV and
formerly an IAS officer, had to seek
premature retirement due to his inabil-
ity to submit to corrupt practices. In
States like Bihar and Tamilnadu,was
hard for incorruptible officers to sur-
vive, he said. Some of his suggestions
are:- Prevention is better than cure.
Spread education to make people vigi-
lant. Routine things should be made to
happen in a routine manner at all levels
starting from the Panchayat, Taluk and
District levels without waiting for
phone calls from the concerned Minis-
ter. This means enforcing subsidiarity,
besides following rules and procedures
because either there must be fear of
punishment or the love of God to im-
prove the quality of life. Only by cleans-
ing politics can the people be freed
from the clutches of corruption. Much
would depend on the quality of politi-
cal heads of State. At the bottom level
the brunt of the task must be borne by
parents, teachers and the TV channels.
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The population of India is 100 crores.

100,000,00,00

But 19 crores are retired,

-19,000,00,00

That leaves 81 crores to do the work.

81,000,00,00

There are 25 crores in school,

-25,000,00,00

which leaves 56 crores to do the work.

56,000,00,00

Of this there are 22 crores employed by the Central Govt,
-22,000,00,00

leaving 34 crores to do the work.

34,000,00,00

4 crores are in the Armed Forces,

-4,000,00,00

which leaves 30 crores to do the work.

30,000,00,00

Take away from this the 20 crore people who wark for
State Governments (State Government employees officially

-20,000,00,00

and that leaves 10 crores to do the work.

10,000,00,00

Total unemployed are 8 crores,

-8,000,00,00

and that leaves 2 crores to do the work.

2,000,00,00

At any given time there are 1.2 crore people in hospitals,
-1,200,00,00

leaving 80 lakhs to do the work.

80,00,000

Now, according to Indian Statistical Institute, there are 79,399,998
people in prisons throughout the country.

-79,99,998

That leaves just 2 people to do the work........

You and me!!! And currently you are reading this. So | am the
only person in our country who is working! And that's why India
is surviving!!! Now, please log out and do your job because, for a
change, | want to rest. And | don’t want India to suffer because
of that!

do not work!)
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One day. I woke early in the morning
to watch the sunrise. Ah, the beauty of
God’s creation is beyond description.
As I watched, I praised God for His
beautiful work. As I sat there, I felt the
Lord’s presence with me.

He asked me, “Do you love me?”

I answered, “Of course, God! You
are my Lord and Saviour!”

Then He asked, “If you were
physically handicapped, would you
still love me?”

1 was perplexed. I looked down
upon my arms, legs, and the rest of my
body and wondered how many things
I wouldn’t be able to do, the things that
1 took for granted. And I answered, “It
would be tough Lord, but I would still
love You.”

Then the Lord said, “If you were
blind, would you still love my
creation.?” How could I love something
without being able to see it? Then I
thought of all the blind people in the
world and how many of them still loved
God and His creation.

SoIanswered, “It’s hard to think of
it, but I would still love you.” The Lord
then asked me, “If you were deaf, would
you still listen to my word?” How
could I listen to anything being deaf?
Then I understood, listening to God’s
word is not merely using our ears but
our hearts. I answered, “It would be
tough, but I would still listen to Your
word.”

The Lord then asked, “If you were
mute, would you still praise My
name?.” How could I praise without a
voice? Then it occurred to me: God
wants us to sing from our very heart
and soul.

It never matters what we sound like.
And praising God is not always with a
song, but when we are persecuted we
give God praise with our words of
thanks. So I answered, “Though I could
not physically sing. I would still praise
Your name.” And the Lord asked, “Do
you really love Me?”. With courage
and a strong conviction, I answered
boldly,

“Yes Lord! I love You because You
are the one and true God!”

1 thought I had answered well,
but....God asked, “Then why do you
sin?”

I answered, “Because I am only,
human. I am not perfect.”

“Then why in times of peace do you
stay the farthest? Why only in times of
trouble do you pray the earnest?”

No answers. Only tears.

The Lord continued: “Why only
sing at fellowships and retreats? Why
seek me only in times of worship? Why
ask things so selfishly? Why ask things
so unfaithfully?”

The tears continued to roll down
my cheeks. “Why are you ashamed of
me? Why are you not spreading the
good news? Why in times of
persecution, you cry to others when
offer my shoulder to cry on? Why make

EREREERERE

DEVOTIONAL

excuses when I give you opportunities
to serve in my name?”

I tried to answer, but there was no
answer to give.

“You are blessed with life. I made
you not to throw this gift away. I have
blessed you with talents to serve me
but you continue to turn away. I have
revealed my word to you, but you do
not gain in knowledge. I have spoken
to you but your ears were closed. I have
shown my blessings to you, but your
eyes were turned away. I have sent you
servants, but you sat idle by as they
were pushed away. I have heard your
prayers and I have answered them all.”

“Do you truly love me?.” I could
not answer. How could 17. I was
embarrassed beyond belief. I had no
excuse. What could I say to this? When
my heart had cried out and the tears
had flowed, I said, “Please forgive me
Lord. I am unworthy to be Your child.”

The Lord answered, “That is my
Grace, my child.”

I asked, “Then why do you
continue to forgive me? Why do You
love me so?”

The Lord answered, “Because you
are my Creation. You are my child. Twill
never abandon you. When you cry, 1
will have compassion and cry with you.
When you shout with joy, I will laugh
with you. -

When you are down, I will
encourage you. When you fall, I will
raise you up. When you are tired, I will
carry you. [ will be with you till the end
of days, and I will love you forever.”

Never had I cried so hard before.
How could I have been so cold? How
could I have hurt God as I had done? I
asked God, “How much do You love
me?”

The Lord stretched out His arms,
and I saw His nail-pierced hands. I
bowed down at the feet of Christ, my
Saviour. And for the first time, I truly
prayed.

(Author unknown)
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Reports appearing in *‘Good
News’ weekly dated 17 Feb. 2003
reveal that K. P. Yohannan, a mem-
ber of the Niranam Mar Thoma
Church broke away from his parent
Church denouncing episcopacy and
joined the India Pentecostal Church
(IPC) taking adult baptism (ie sec-
ond baptism). On 6 Feb. 2003 he was
‘secretly consecrated’ by the CSI
Moderator as Archbishop of his or-
ganization (now known as the Be-
lievers’ Church) without the knowl-
edge of any of the pentecostal
groups. Contrary to their faith, he

has accepted cross, cassock and
pastoral staff which are never rec-
ognized by the pentecostalists. Pas-
tor T. S. Abraham, the General Presi-
dent of IPC says his church has de-
cided to cut off all relationships with
K. P. Yohannan.
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