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King Solomon stands out among
biblical kings as one who desired wis-
dom above long life, wealth and vic-
tory over enemies. The biblical account
emphasizes that God, greatly pleased

b))y this preference, granted Solomon all
other gifts as well. The inference is that
wisdom is the secret of good gover-
nance. Wisdom preserves the har-
mony between the interests of the rul-
ing elite and the welfare of the people.
Folly in goverance is the assumption
that rulers can thrive at the expense of
the people: the reason why ‘anti-incum-
bency factor’ plays such a major role
in Indian democracy. It is surprising
how facilely this is accepted as rou-
tine, and not addressed as a symptom
of our political sickness. Solomon de-
sired wisdom because he was keen to
administer justice. He believed that the
primary mandate of a king was to make
justice available to his subjects, with-
out fear or favour. In biblical thought,
justice is presented as God’s special
concern and priority. God’s justice is a

% function of his holiness. According to

authority. Folly in governance is the
cynical assumption that the people can
be fooled forever, or even repeatedly.
Spirituality and wholesome politics

hold a core concern in common: the
welfare of the people. The mandate in |

spirituality, according to Jesus Christ,
is to ensure that all people enjoy ‘“full-

ness of life,’ which is also the purpose

of politics. Communalism, as against
spirituality, presupposes an incongru-
ity between the interests of the ruling

elite and the welfare of the people and,

SPIRITUALITY & POLITH

hence, succumbs to the expediency of ¢

‘divide and rule’, which is the same as ’

‘divide and fall’. Given the spiritual kin-
ship of humankind and our shared des-
tiny, to fool others is also to fool one-
self. Thus, while fools rise to power,
their folly ensures that they do not stay
in power. It is said that when God wants
to punish a fool, he gives him power. It
is enough to mention two familiar scrip-
tural illustrations of this truth. Lord
Krishna, in the Puranas, punishes an
individual by making him enormously
wealthy. The parable of the rich fool in

Spirituality of
Q_()od Governance

the Bhagavad Gita, Mahavishnu incar-
nates and destroys injustice whenever
adharma engulfs and imperils the good.
Injustice, especially to the poor and
the powerless, pollutes the ruler and
the land and provokes the wrath of
God. A passionate commitment to jus-
tice is the sanctified essence of gover-
nance, on which must rest the popular-
ity and authority of rulers.

This very insight is the quintes-
sence of wisdom in the political phi-

~% losophy of the Bible. Wisdom is the

ability to see truth, unclouded by ulte-
rior interests or selfish calculations.
Justice can be recognized and done
only in the light of truth. The vocation
of the ruler and the welfare of the
people converge on truth. The truth of
governance, in other words, is that rul-
ers who are committed to the welfare of
the people will endear themselves to
the people and endure in the seat of

REV. DR. VALSON THAMPU

the Gospel gains enormous wealth but
loses his life on account of it.

What sort of wisdom should rulers
desire? The wisdom of Machiavelli’s
Prince is wisdom to attain and retain
power. But, ina spiritual sense, this 1s
hardly wisdom. It is shrewdness, viti-
ated by cynicism about human nature
and political culture. It abolishes the
distinction between wisdom and expe-
diency, driving a wedge between the
interests of the rulers and those of the
people. In due course, it reveals itself
as self-destructive folly. Plato’s phi-
Josopher-king, while being an improve-
ment on his Machiavellian counterpart
is still not an egalitarian instrument of
justice. That is largely because his wis-
dom lacks spiritual depth. Spirituality
is the only uniformly and universally
egalitarian framework there. Contrary
to popular belief, people’s welfare is the
central concern in spirituality. Religion

e e R

tends to be God-centred; but spiritual-
ity is people-centred. That is because
God is necessarily people-centred, not
self-centred. In the Bible, God dies for
the good of the humankind. Accord-
ing to Jesus, the life of any single hu-
man being-outcast, leper, prostitute,
alien, orphan, widow, poor-is more
precious than the whole world, which
explains God’s uncompromising com-
mitment to justice.

The good news from the Indian
democratic scenario is that, after a pe-
riod of banking on communal tricks and
gimmicks, the political elite are now
grudgingly coming to terms with the
fact that there is no alternative to good
governance. Till recently, several is-
sues dominated Indian politics: com-
munal sentiments, regionalism, terror-
ism, development, and so on. Today
parties are left with only one issue as
an assured vote-catcher: that of devel-
opment. But this does not yet mean
that our rulers are wise like Solomon.
For Solomon, the primary goal was not
self perpetuation in office, but the pro-
motion of people’s welfare. He did not
desire wisdom to fortify his hold on the
seat of power, which was already as-
sured. He desired wisdom to be able to
translate God's concern for justice into
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a lived reality for the
Thank Ged, our political elite are now
inching to the wholesome insight that
they can no longer thrive through com-
munal gimmicks. Perhaps it is not far-
fetched to hope that this shift in per-
spective would herald, in course of
time, the next burst of political wisdom
in which commitment to justice cata-
lyzes good governance to promote the
welfare of all citizens, }

Sadly, citizens below the poverty
line in India today ontnumber the total
population of India at the time of our
attaining Independence. What is even
more worrisome is the fact that pov-
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has ceased to be
since the advent of globalization. This
is a glaring indictment of the culture of
govemance that prevails today. In a de-
mocracy where the majority of the
people are poor, poverty has to be the
most potent political issue. Commitment
to the welfare of the poor, as Gandhiji
has taught us, is spirituality in action.
Renewing the spiritual foundations of

.governance in India has to begin with

a retrieval of the Gandhian legacy that
argues for the reintegration of spiritu-
ality and politics within a framework of
social justice. Y
\\\\\\\\k\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\V

a political issue
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Children-you adore them, vou a'dnnre them
In today’s fast paced life style, only a few find time to spot
the talents in them and share their aspirations.

The future belongs to the children. Come, let us join hands
to conserve the environment for their sake.
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Spirituality for the humans is
bound up with all forms of life which is
the gift of God. “To sce a world in a
grain of sand, and a heaven in a wild
flower, and infinity in the colours of the

bow and to experience the throb-

ﬁ of eternity in an hour” requires
cosmic vision which embraces the to-
tality of existence. .

“Life’ is the active principle of the
existence of humans, animals and
plants. no one. has to invent life; the
blossoming of a flower does not be-
long to the sphere of technology; it
brings forth by itself. The mystery of
life is far deeper than we might expect.
As steward of God’s creation, the re-
sponsibility of the human is to preserve
and to promote life in accordance with
its physical, moral and spiritual laws.
One has 1o draw lessons from Nature
in order to maintain the thythin of life.

In all sitvations, affirmation of life
is the primary (ask of the humans. For
this, Nature provides -the necessary
glues. The flora and fauna speak to us

eir own way. Reading of life from
Nature also involves a ministry of lis-
tening to “the creation”. Flora and
Fauna are in birth pangs! They are
groaning because of chemical weap-
ons, atomic powm'plmm,dﬁfmﬁmmn,
industrial pollution, etc. The groaning
is meant to create right relationship in
God’s order of creation, and to bring
wholeness-Yobel vision-in ali human
and non-human beings. The One Spirit
of God, which is active everywhere,
initiates and supports the search of cre-
ation and humanity for the realization
of harmony, justice, freedom and love.
This is meant to create a family of God
on earth. As co-workers with God, the
humans should work with God in re-
versing the suffering and decay of cre-

ation so as to restore it to its whole— :

ness.
" Recognition of God s pmvndeme in
Nature is an ingredient of faith affirma-
ion. Jesus’s teaching on food and
clothing (Matt. 6:25-30) is a direct ref-
‘erence to the caring nature of God. The
reference to ‘bread’ in the Lord’s prayer
also speaks of God’s benevolent na-

ture as it is God who provides

favourable weather and plentifol har-
vest. Every kind of harvest is a gift of
God. This is affirrmed in Matt. 5:45 where
we read, “For he makes his Sun rise on
the evil and the good, and send rains

on the just and the unjust”. The nature
language used in the gospels to de-
scribe the mystery of the Kingdom is
indeed an affirmation of life.

Bic-diversity is indeed a siring that
unites the human and the non-human
in the order of creation. “The fluttering
of a butterfly in the Amazon region has
an effect on the weather in the
Himalayas. “Everything on earth is in-
ter-connected. Everyone of us is part
of the continent, a part of the mainfand;
Not one of us, an isla

Living in the midst of biodiversity
is a challenge to get back to the roots
of acommon heritage. The Earth Sum-
mit held in 1992 has created ripples in
our understanding of bio-diversity
which comprises all the species on the

able utilization of its components. As
bio-diversity has a past and a present,
we should ensure that it has a foture,
A species which becomes extinct is

-lnstforewranﬂmmthempmdmd

in a laboratory.

If the environment does not
change, the species do not change.
According to statistical data, the total
number of species living in tropical ar-
eas may exceed 30 millions. There are
12 mega diversity nations in the world,
including India. There are *hot spots™
in each region. (The term “hot spot”
means danger of extinction as a result
of various human diversities). A per-
spective of bio-diversity is essential for
checking global warming, acid rain and
related environmental problems. To
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FLORA AND FAUNA

Rev, Or. M. J JOSEPH

earth. The humankind has to live with
a concern for the realization of the so-
cial goals and perceptions of biologi-
cal diversity which include conserva-
tion of bio-diversity and the sustain-

E conceive that we are part of the whole
§ is the first step towards harmony.

Gandhiji is right when he-pieads for a
common goal for the people if India.
‘Let all of us Hindus, Mussalmans,

Parsis, Sikhs and Christians live amica-

bly as Indians. The order of creation
poses a challcnge to held a cosmic vi-

God’s prowdcntlal care for the hu-
man and all other living creatures is
hown in many ways. The ozone pro-
ection as given in the Qzone layer is
eally wonderful. Ozone in the strato-
sphere forms a unique shield protect-
ng the earth from harmful a-v radia-
tion. The scientists have warned us
that puncturing holes into this belt
ould jecpardise the very existence of
ife on earth. The checks and balance

¢ given in the order of creation are meant

to be obeyed for the preservation of
life. Thie never ending work of Nature
in disposing the waste materials
through photosynthesis is indeed a
miracle. The waste material of one be-

17 EMARCH 2004 = NEW VISION FCR A CHANGING WORLD




'  comes the food of the other! This

means that any form of alienation from
Nature is indeed an alienation from life.
The human has to maintain the exist-
ence of flora and fauna in equilibrium
and should have the wisdom to obey
the laws of Nature. Nature’s ability to
purify what is unclean is indeed a les-
son for the human to follow in social
relationships. Once Nature loses its
ability to act as an agent of restoration,
it is impossible to repair the damage.
" The immagery of a garden in the Bible is
a symbol of life in relationship where
God and the human could walk to-
gether. There are eco-theologians who
argue that a notion of stewardship in
the book of Genesis is anthropocentric
and it is an inadequate model for the

- preservation of the Mother earth! Stew- -

ardship is meant for the good of hu--
. manity. Exploitation of the resources of
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the immediate needs of the people but
also the needs of the future generations.

There are some pessimists who
raise the question of the very existence
of some plants which are poisonous.
The flower powder which makes people
mad is extracted from poppy. One may
be able to list out quite a few plants
and their derivatives which are harmful
to human beings. But remember that
the scientists have not yet unearthed
the usefulness of the very poisonous
substance they talk about. Some of
these poisonous substances are medi-
cines if taken in right dose. Who can
dispute the fact that the antidote for
snakebite is treated with snake venom!
Recently it was reported that a new
drug derived from the venom of a snail
offers hope to cancer patignts, who

. have stopped responding to the con-

ventional painkillers. In God’s order of

creation what is known is only a frag- '

ment of what is given.

In all the cultures of the world par-
ticularly in Asia, there are quite a few
sayings which are communicated
through images or symbols taken from

Teal life. A few examples are cited to
1 \_Show that life is best communicated in

) ;‘ _b:al' sayings with umgenc&

sea is not fall” speaks of the destmy
of life. The receptivity of the sea is a
symbol of gencrosity. The message of
the Tamil harvest festival Pongal, rings
in our ears through a proverbial say-
ing, Pongalo Pongal (Let your bounty
overflow). A life of gratitude is dearer
to the Supreme when the Chinese prov-
eib reminds us of “when you drink
water, don’t forget the digger.” The
same message is carried when the Chi-
nese say that the dried leaves wisich

fall from a tree will eventually become
manure for the same tree, What one
enjoys today is also the sweat of oth-
ers’ labour! The Swedish saying, “The
butierfly often forgets that it was a cat-
erpillar” reminds us of being hushle
in the midst of the present glory.

has to hang on and to entertain hope
in times of adversity-which is conveyed
very effectively in the Irish proverb,
“However great the tide, it ebbs”, The
oft-quoted saying, “Every cloud has a
silver lining” too carries the above

message. Life is measured in terms of

our attitude to the least, the lost and
the last. This is best depicted in the
Chinese proverb, ‘However high the
tree, the shortest axe can reach the
trunk”. The African proverb, “Clouds
do not always denote rain, but saoke

“is always a sign of fire”, is a referénce
* to the paradoxical situations in life. The

same is reinforced if we say that a-drop
of water wets the surface of the paper,
but not the surface of a lotus leaf. The

Japanese ,proverb “To an ant, a few .

drops of rain is a flood”, indicates
even a small distress can make some
miserable. The Upamshadlc chant,
“Tamaso ma Jyolir gama” is a true
portrayal of the quest of the human
soul in the nature language. A sense
of truth or beauty that is being por-
trayed in a proverbial saying has a uni-
versal appeal. The clasping of the
clouds becomes a rejuvenating experi-
ence not only for the avantgrade but
for all, irrespective of caste or creed.
Nature always carries this message.
The words of wisdom spoken in silence
will be the only panacea for restoring
tranquility in human life.

(The author is the Director oftke
Ecumenical Christian Centre,
Wklteﬁeld, Baugalore.) ®
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A missionary has written to ask
me to give my opinion with regard to
‘mass conversions’ to Christianity from
the lower castes of the Hindu religion.
This question of the conversion of
large masses of people from one reli-

ion to another has come into promi-
ﬁ ence lately. On the true solution will
largely depend the future harmony of
religions in India. I shall deal chiefly
with my own Christian faith, but I have
a hope that some of the things men-
tioned will be of use with regard to other
religious denominations also. To the
missionary, I replied as follows: “In such
4 a question as this, we need to go right
back to Christ’s own words. We should
not be content with copying the con-
ventional missionary ideas of the day,
for these may be contrary to the true
mind of Christ. There is one saying
which stands out at the very beginning

of the teaching. “Who’, He said, ‘is my
mother and my sister and my brother?

He that doeth the will of God, the same

is my brother and my sister and my

mother.” We have many examples given
s showing how Christ acted this truth
- out in daily life. He welcomed the faith
of Roman centurions, the Syro
Phoenician women, the Greeks and the
Samaritans. Yet all of these were con-
demned by the orthodox Jew. Christ did
not try to ‘convert’ people and make
them Jews. He was content to leave
them where they were, their lives hav-
ing been made sweeter by His pres-
ence. With regard to proselytising, as
Jesus saw carried on in His own times
by zealous Jews, He spoke words of
} sternest condemnation; “Woe unto

you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites;
for ye compass sea and land to make
one proselyte, and when he is made ye
| make him two fold more a child of hell
f than yourselves.” Futhermore there are

recorded Christ’s final words about the
Day of Judgment. He says to those who
profess to believe in Him, but whose
lives are not loving: ‘I never knew you.’
= But he says to those who had never
" even heard His name, but whose lives
were pure and full of love for down-
trodden and displeased humanity:
‘Come, ye blessed children of my Fa-
ther; for I was hungry and ye gave me
food: when thirsty ye gave me to drink;
naked and ye clothed me; sick and in
prison and ye visited me. In as much as
ye did it unto one of the least of these

A missionai

my brethren ye did it unto me.” This, as
far as I can gather, represented Christ’s
final attitude towards human life. It cor-
responds exactly with the definition of
religion given by St. James who says:
‘Pure religion before our God and Fa-
ther is this: to visit the fatherless and
widows in their affection and to keep
oneself unspotted and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world.” “If, there-
fore, you will study very carefully
Christ’s own attitude to missionary pro-
paganda, you will find that He was al-
together against proselytising, and that
He would not give himself up to mass
conversions. He went deeper and ap-
pealed to the inner heart. He said: ‘Not
every one that saith unto me, “Lord,
Lord”, shall enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven, but he that does the will of my
Father which is in Heaven.’ That is to
say, religion must come from the heart
and be shown in purity of life. A mere
profession of a creed is of no value of
all.

In this manner I ventured to write
to my missionary correspondent. I told
him of an experience of my own. It was
this: I have found Christ in the faces of
those whom I have met; Hindus,
Musalmans, sikhs-and I have watched
the Christ-like spirit in their lives. This
has been my greatest joy. It has
humbled me to the dust sometimes with
shame, to think that I came out to con-
vert such people- ‘to make’, as Christ
has said, one proselyte. “Those days
are over, never to return.” I look back in
horror on them and I trust that the
proselytising spirit has departed. I can
now look in the face of every one I
come across in daily life, more simply
and naturally than I could ever do be-
fore. There is a new freedom, as well as
anew joy. In earlier days, I used to think
that every influence must be brought
to bear in order to induce each person
1 met to become a prought to bear in

C. F. ANDREWS

Religion must
come from the heart

and be shown in

purity of life.

A mere profession
of a creed is of
alue of all.

order to induce each person I met to
become a professing and baptised
Christian. Now I can see that this was
contrary to the spirit of Christ himself.
Indeed, even in those earlier days, I
instinctively shrank back when the cri-
sis came. Once, for instance, I remem-
ber how my personal influence was
strong upon a young Hindu that he
asked me only to say the word and he
would become a Christian. But I found
that I could not say it; for it seemed to
be taking an unfair advantage of a per-
sonal affection. It was making use of a
form of compulsion. If conviction
comes into the life, it must spring up
from within; it cannot come from with-
out. Outer compulsion is like building
on shiffting sand. The true spiritual life
must be built upon the rock of inner
conviction.

The end of the letter which I wrote
will explain this last point more clearly;
“The truth is,” I wrote, “that it is al-
ways the inner light of religion that
counts. God deals with millions of
years, not with the transient numerical
‘success’ of a day or year. Since the
war, the one body among Christians
that has won universal respect has been
the Society of Friends. Yet it is among
the smallest of the communities.

It is surely an entirely wrong con-
ception of Christ to think of conver-
sions in the mass. With Christ it is al-
ways the individual soul that counts: it

21 m MARCH 2004 ®m NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD




SACRED SONG

E i N S T

Mahifeét

is the personal inner spirit which must
be touched. But how can this be done
in ‘mass conversions’, where people
have confessedly come over to the
Christian Church for baptism because
they have expected some material ben-
efit to ensure after taking such a step?

Christ’s own test of true disciple-
ship, as you know very weH, was alto-
gether different: “If any man,’ he said,
‘will follow me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily. So shall he be

- my disciple.’ This is Christ’s own spe-
. : 22 & iy 2004 m mp ollaxd hmd

cial test and if anyone is prepared to
follow Christ in that way, by all means

encourage him to do so. But all that.

this implies is singularty lacking in these
‘mass baptisms’ that are being pressed
forward by zealous Christian mission-
aries today in different parts of India.”

To these considerations I added
another, which has lately appealed to
me most deeply of all. It had seemed to

me unchivalrous and ungenetous-and:

therefore entirely contrary to the trive
spirit of Christ-for the Christian mis-

sionaries to hurry forward most eagerly
with these ‘mass conversions’, just at
the very time when Hindus are themn-
selves awakening to a sense of their .
own sins of neglect and contempt, and »
are ready to undertake their own long
delayed responsibilities in the matter.
It would surely be more Christ-like,
told him, to do all that is possible to
help Hinduism to reclaim its own lost
children. That would be a beautiful

thing to work for. - P
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In his convocation address of the Serampore University (New Vision, Feb. issue), Justice K.T. Tho-
mas has made an incorrect statement of what Dr. Stanley Jones said at the Maramon Convention years
ago. What Dr. Jones said was that: “Heaven will be poorer without Gandhi” and not “If Gandhi ji was not
admitted to Heaven, he did not wish to go to that heaven.” In his book ‘The Way’ (1963 Indian edition,
page 74), Dr. Jones has written thus. “You may stop at principles and miss the Person. You may say ‘I will
live by Christian principles’ and yet not get into a warm, living fellowship with Him. Mahatma Gandhi
took the principles of Christianity but missed the person - Christ. Hence he sees through a glass darkly”.
Very Rev. Matthew Matthew, Thiruvananthapuram

“Applications are invited from Doctors, Nurses and Medical Laboratory Technicians for a soon
10 be opening charity Medical Clinic in Chelacompu near Karukachal. This outpatient clinic will be
operating in the newly constructed “Reverend Chavanikkamannil George Koshy Memorial Commu-
nity Health Center.” Please submit you salary requirements and other particulars to Jijo, C/o Seeland
Tours, Bus Stand Building, Karukachal, Kerala State” Phone : 94470 85465. Those who wish to
donate or sell medical equipment and or laboratory equipment are also encouraged to contact with
particulars.

Date: 1*March 2004
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