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‘NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD'

is a monthly ecumenical publication of a public charitable Trust called
Nava Darshan Trust registered in 1999, This periodical, originally started
in 1992 as a bimonthly entitled ‘NEW VISION', has become a monthly
from February 2001. It serves as a forum for exchange of views and
interaction as well as a source of fresh thinking and inspiration for
enlightened action. The magazine is supported solely by the voluntary
contributions of its readers. Your contributions- intellectual and financial-
are earnestly solicited.
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A Christian is a person who belongs to a community,
centred on Jesus in and through whom the love of God flows.

-Bishop Bari Morgan, England
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Manoharpur is a small tribal village in Orissa where the Australian missonary, Graham Stuart Staines, was burnt alive with his

teenaged sons, Philip and Timothy, on the nig

[s

ht of 22nd January 1999. In Baripada, about 200 Km.away from M. anoharpur, where

Graham Staines spent over 34 years serving leprosy patients, his wife Gladys and daughter Esther are trying to reconstruct their

lives. Ms. Gladys Staines is tall, simple and soft-spoken.

Clad in sari and blouse, Gladys appears outwardly cheerful. She is

hesitant to meet media persons and she deliberately avoids controversial questions. It was after much persuasion that she agreed
to be interviewed, during her visit to Melukavu recently. In an exclusive interview for NEW VISION, Gladys answers some of the
questions put forward by our official representative Mr. George Jacob, Lecturer in Chemistry, Henry Baker College, Melukavu.

» Will you please tell about your fam-
ily?

Graham was born in Australiaon 18
Jan. 1941. His attachment with
Mayurbhanj began in 1965 through his
pen friend, Shantanu Satpathy, a resi-
dent of Baripada. He visited India for
the first time in 1965. At the age of fif-
teen, while in Australia, he saw the pho-
tograph of a Mayurbhanj boy of ap-

-~ proximately his age with severe leprosy.

This motivated Graham to come to In-
dia and work for leprosy patients. I met
himin 1981, while [ was visiting India.
I was impressed by his love for the
people with whom he associated, as well
as leprosy patients. We got married in
1983.

s What about the origin of

Mayurbhanj Leprosy Home?

The Evangelical Missionary Soci-
ety in Mayurbhanj was started in 1895
by Miss. Kate Allenby. Within a year,
the local Maharaja opened a beggars’
M) Al €anod af) Galeailsd caudal

“It wasn’t something [ had thought
about. But when I heard about the
death of my hushand and two sons,
[told my daughter: We'll forgive
those who killed them, won’t we?”
And she said:
“Yes Mummy, we will”,

home and handed it over to the mis-
sionary. This was the beginning of the
Leprosy Home. The Home was affili-
ated to the Leprosy Mission and was
shifted to the present location, in 1907.
Graham Staines took over the running
of the Mission at Baripada only in 1983,
Since 1982, the Mayurbhanj Leprosy
Home is a society registered under the
Societies’ Registration Act.

» What is the present status of the Lep-

rosy Home?

Now we have the capacity to house
about 100 patients. Normally we do
have 70-80 people admitted and 50-60
out patients. At present there is a part-
time doctor and two trained paramedi-
cal workers. Multi drug therapy is given
to all the patients, and ulcer treatment
and rehabilitation are undertaken. The
is a small laboratory where skin smears
and blood tests are done.

s Can you elaborate on the rehabili-
tation part of the work you are un-
dertaking?

There is a shoe department run by
an ex-patient, a trained shoe maker,
where all the micro-cellular rubber
shoes needed for the patients are made.
In the rehabilitation centre, patients use
sobai grass to make mats and baskets.
They also undertake weaving of Sarees,
Lungis, and other items needed in the
Home. Patients run the farm which has
milking cows, goats, sheep, ducks,

(Contd..... Page 8)
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Bishop Jacob was a man of

prayer, deep devotion and Christian
fervour-a natural leader with
meticulous organisational ability-

an ecumenist of the first order
and a man of vision about

the Church.

THERT. REV. DR C.K. J4
- A GREAT SERVANT OF GO

“Au my life I had no ambition to be
great or rich. Truly speaking, I was below
average. I have neither intellectual ability nor
other special gifts. But from time to time when
the beginnings of spiritual life began to take
root, I had only one desire, and that was
service and self-effacement. Great and
marvellous are His doings for me and His
gentleness hath made me great (Psalm 18 :
35). May 1 ever be humble and obedient and
Juithful before the Lord unto life’s end, and
I pray that my children and my children’s
children may continue to cherish and follow
the same ideal and realise thai the glory of
life is to love and to give and to serve; may
they find true happiness and Joy by so
doing I”

These are the words of a great servant
of God, the Rt. Rev. Dr. C. K. Jacob, as
recorded in a brief biographical sketch

_ given in his last Will. Chirakkarottu Korula
Jacob was born at Pallom, near Kottayam
on 27 April 1886, as the fourth son of Mr.
T. Korula and Mrs. Anna Korula. Mr.
Korula was Secretary to the first three
Bishops of the Anglican Diocese of
Travancore and Cochin. Bishop Jacob
always took pride in the fact that he was
baptized by the first Bishop of the Diocese,
confirmed by the second, ordained by the
third, inducted Archdeacon by the fourth,
served as Vice-Principal of Bishop’s
College, Calcutta during the episcopate of
the fifth and became the sixth Bishop of
the Diocese. On 6 May 1945, the Venerable
Archdeacon C.K. Jacob was consecrated
Bishop, in St. George’s Cathedral, Madras,

M) Alla10d @a0ad ng) Catsmilal cardnd

and on 9 th May he was enthroned at the
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kottayam, Bishop
Jacob had the unique privilege of bein g the
presiding Bishop at the inauguration of the
Church of South India and at the
consecration of nine new Bishops, in St.
George’s Cathedral, Madras on 27
September 1947. In 1948, the CSI Synod
elected him Deputy Moderator for two
years.

One can never exhaust the wide variety
of Bishop Jacob’s talents. One of the
qualities that immensely impressed those
who came to know him was his profound
knowledge of the Bible and his masterly
skill to interpret it. Many used to call him
a ‘walking concordance,” because of his
clear memory of biblical verses with
reference from any part of the Bible. Canon
Peacey, the Principal of Bishop's College,
Calcutta while Archdeacon C.K. Jacob was
Vice -Principal (1939-45) once said. “So
long as Archdeacon Jacob is around, we
can put away the concordance”!

Bishop Jacob was a man of prayer, deep
devotion and Christian fervour. Soon after
he became Bishop, the upper room of the
Diocesan office was made a Prayer Room
with the motto *Ora et Labora’ ~ Pray and
Work. The chapel in the Bishop’s House
was thrown open so that he could take those
who approached him in times of
difficulties, to pray for them. His book
entitled ‘My Prayer Book’, a valuable
contribution to daily devotions, contains
prayers of praise, thanksgiving, repentance

BIOGRAPHY

and committal as well as prayers of many
saints translated into Malayalam. Bishop
Jacob also prepared another small prayer
book for use throughout a week, intended
to assist one meditate on the life of Jesus
Christ. The secret of Bishop Jacob’s success
was his prayer life. When he was Principal
of CNI he used to get up at 4.30 a. m. and
after a cold bath and private devotion, he
would go to the chapel at 6 a.m. When the
theological students reached the chapel it
was a common sight to see Jacob Atchen
on his knees. Only after the common
devotion at 7a.m. he used to go to his office.
Such was his disciplined prayer life.

Thirdly, Bishop Jacob was a natural
leader with meticulous organisational
ability. He spared no pains in working out
every minute detail of the programmes he
had to organise. Although he had control
over any situation, he was not stubborn. He
was quite willing to accept the views of
others and change the course of action.
Until the late forties the diocesan youth
activities were confined to one or two
annual conferences - one in Malayalam and
another in English. It was in the providence
of God that a few young people like Mr. C.
John Mathai, Rev. A.C. Oommen and Sister
Rachel John attended the conferences
regularly. They formed an informal Prayer
Fellowship which lent support to the
diocesan youth work. Whenever the Bishop
was approached for advice or permission,
he was very accommodative and helpful.
A case in point is the formation of the Youth
Department and the appointment of an
Organising Secretary. At the annual Youth
Conference held at Bethel Ashram in April
1947 in the presence of Bishop Jacob, it
was resolved to request the Diocese to
appoint a full ~time Organising Secretary.
The Bishop offered his approval without
any hesitation although there were some
elders of the Church frowned at the freedom
the youth were taking in organising the
youth work of the Diocese on their own and
then seeking approval.

Bishop C.K. Jacob was an ecumenist
of the first order. He was an ardent believer
in the crusade for Church Union. After the
formation of the CSI in 1947 he travelled
to various countries like UK, USA, Canada
and Australia to interpret this new venture
of faith which was certainly a miracle of
the 20th century. He had very close
relationship with other
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chicken and fish. There is an abundance
of fruit trees. Rice, other crops and
Sobai grass are grown in the fields.
These items help to supplement the diet
of the patients and brin 2 some income.,
® How do you generate Junds for the
regular running of the Home?

The Leprosy Home is mainly fi-
nanced by the Evangelical Missionary
Society in Mayurbhanj with a smaller
contribution from the Leprosy Mission,
the Government of Orissa Health De-
partment and local donors.

» What is your vision about the mis-
sion at Baripada?

Our vision is to establish a 40- bed-
ded Referral Hospital with modern fa-
cilities and experts, as a fitting Memo-
rial to Graham Staines. In the whole of
North Orissa, there is no hospital where
reconstructive surgery or amputation
can be performed. We have to send the
patients needing such treatment either
to Parulia or Calcutta. Both distance and
language are a problem as most of the
patients are tribals. The Referral Hos-
pital will be a great asset to this tribal
district and a great service to those suf-

dation stone of the proposed Hospital

was laid near the Leprosy Home at

Baripada.

»  What is the frequency of reported
cases of leprosy there?

Earlier the frequency was about 23-
24%, but it has come down to about §%.
Still this is very high”.

s How do you feel of being a martyr’s
wife?

I'never think about it.

» How did Esther react to that dread-
Jul incident?

Once my daughter told me:
Mummy, I wonder why they can’t un-
derstand that we have forgiven them.
This shows how deeply the teachings
of Christ had penetrated within her.

Why did you prefer to continue your

work in India?

Because God called me, I would
love to continue what Graham had be-
gun. Those whom Graham looked af-
ter, still need help, love and caring. I
can’t just pack my bags and leave, I
can’t see myself doing anything else but
this present work. Baripada is my home

u s there any problem Jor your sta
in India?

Many controversies about my vis:
are being circulated throu gh magazines
newspapers and other media which are
incorrect. I have no problem regarding
the visa at present as [ was given a mul-
tiple entry visa to return to India after
my one year home leave. [ am trying
for a long term visa for which the Goy-
ernment of Orissa is supportive and
favourable.

» How do you feel about Kerala and
the people here?

[ have been very happy to be here
and have found the people to be hel pful
and friendly. The places I visited are
really beautiful.

» What message would you like to
leave for the people of Kerala?

To live in harmony with each other
and follow the teachings of Jesus who
will help.
= Anything else you would like to share

with us?

Pray for wisdom in Hospital plan-
ning , for present staff taking care of the
patients. Thank every one praying for

fering from leprosy. Recently the foun-  now. us. Please continue to pray. L]
denominations such as the Mar Thoma and 1957 when the General Body of the Parish  the affluent parishes. The present system

Orthodox Churches. In 1951, he was
elected President of the Bible Society of
India, Pakistan and Ceylon. Several
Church leaders of the West felt he was in a
unique position to do something about the
longstanding dispute between the two
factions of the Orthodox Church. So. on
his return from UK and USA in 1954 he
started negotiations for reconciliation. At
some stage there -was hope of rejoicing.
However, it was short lived. Although his
efforts did not apparently succeed, they will
be remembered as a sj gn and testimony for
the ‘future generations, of the prophetic
longing of one whose life was dedicated to
the ministry of reconciliation’.

Bishop Jacob was a man of vision about
the Church. It is interesting to note that in

APRIL 2002

in Melukavu decided about the site of the
new Church, Bishop Jacob made a very
prophetic remark. He said, “In about twenty
five years’ time that part of my Diocese
should become a separate Diocese.
Therefore you should make the plan of the
new Church in such a way that it will be a
fitting edifice 1o become the Cathedral
Church of the new Diocese™.Indeed, his
dream came true with the formation of the
Diocese of East Kerala in 1983,

Bishop Jacob took charge of the
Diocese at a time when the financial
position of the Church was highly critical
and unstable. He faced the challenge with
a strong determination. He evolved a plan
to make the Diocese self-supporting within
a few years, by pooling the resources of

of paying the ‘Central Fund’ by the affluent
parishes came into effect during his tenure
of office. :
The Bishop fell ill in November 1956
on his return from a trip to Malaya,
Indonesia and the Persian Gulf.
Consequently, he retired from the See on
15 March 1957. Truly he burnt himself out
in the service of the Master and passed away
after a long illness, on 17 December 1957.
His mortal remains lie buried outside the
chancel of the CSI Cathedral, Kottayam.
We thank God for this great servant of God
and pray that his memory may ever remain
a source of inspiration and a model to all
Bishops and pastors as well as 1o all those
who love the Lord.
Dr. K M. George, Punnavely ®
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Saffronisation of life has become a

! ASTROLOGY

matter of controversy. This word
saffronisation is an unhappy coinage by
some innovative journalist or social sci-
entist. Saffron is one of the colours on
our national flag, it is a colour associ-
ated with Indian asceticism, both Hindu
and Syrian Christian, it is a colour which
should command respect ! One of the
examples of saffronisation often high-
lighted is making astrology a subject for
study. I wonder if those who make the
noise are aware that the universities in
Kerala already have undergraduate
programmes in that subject, they do not
have MA yet, but that is because there
were not enough students. Secondly,
astrology is as much a science as me-
tearology is. What does meterorogy say:

there is a certain cloud over South Af-

rica, there is a certain low pressure area
over North Atiantic, there are easterly
winds south of Japan etc. and therefore
it is probable that there would be rain
in area X or sunshine in area Y. There is
an element of uncertainty in quantum
physics too, isn’t there? I do not know
whether Rupert Sheldrake is a name fa-
miliar to our pseudo scientists. He has
a book MORPHIC RESONANCE & THE
PRESENCE OF THE PAST, THE HAB-
[TS OF NATURE. That much for the el-

Lam personally aware of a famous
evangelist of Kerala availing our help
for getting ‘vastu certification’ for his
house: of course he came in cognito
and we discovered the ownership after
our consultants reached the site. I do
not blame him, yet I cannot but recall
the story of an agnostic scientist who
bung a horse shoe on the front door
for good luck since he was fold that it
would bring good luck even if the
owner had no faith in it!
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ement of uncertainty. Thirdly, it is said
that astrology sees moon as a planet and
refers to non existent planets in its cal-
culations. It is incredible that Indian
sages who developed astrology were
unaware of this. They had enough
knowledge of the universe to realize that
moon was a satellite. If we compare the
time of composing Viswaroopadarsana
in Chapter XI of the Gita, which even
according to those who date it the [atest
was composed before Christ was born,
and the time when the West recognized
the scientific truths taken for granted
therein we can see that taking moon or
rahu or ketu is just like taking some as-
sumptions in mathematics or physxcs |
find it very “unacademic” to decry as-
trology. Not for a moment do I sug-
gest that astrology should be made
compulsory JSor all, but find no harm
in making a course in astrology avail-

able.

Those who object to the study of
astrology at the university level are cir-
cumscribed in their vision by the limi-
tations of western science, developed in
modern times from Galileo, Descartes
and Newton. But even there instances
like Newton’s apple, Alfred Russel
Wallace’s independent discovery of the
principle of natural selection through a
sudden illumination while suffering
from a severe attack of malarial fever
in the Dutch East Indies, etc. certainly
should provoke us to think there are
events and phenomena beyond the nor-
mal realms of science which influence
the latter. Karl Gauss has described how
he finally proved a theorem on which
he had unsuccessfully worked for four
years, “At last, two days ago I suc-
ceeded, not by dint of painful effort but
so to speak by the grace of God. As a

sudden flash of light the enigma was
solved....For my part I am unable to
name the nature of the thread which
connected what I previously knew with
that which made my success possible.”
Henri Poincare has also a similar story
to tell about one of his fundamental dis-
coveries in Mathematics. He says, “Fon
fifteen days I strove to prove that there
could not be any functions like those I
have since called Fuchsian functions.
One evening I....could not sleep. Ideas
rose in crowds: I felt them collide until
pairs interlocked so to speak making a
stable combination. By the next morn-
ing I had estabilished the existence of a
class of Fuchsian functions. I had only
to write out the results which took but a
few hours,”

There is something called The Bible
Code. According to the proponents of
this new discovery they have unlocked
with the help of super computers the
code which thousands of years ago fore-
cast World War II, Kennedy assassina-
tion etc. A secluar reporter, originally
skeptical about the whole concept, has
written a book by the same name. I do
not know Hebrew and I do not have ac-
cess to the kind of computer which is
essential for decoding but I find the
book very convinving; more convine-
ing than what Ian Fleming wrote on the
Turin Shroud. The Bible Code forces us
to accept what the Bible itself only asks
us to believe, that we are not alone in
this universe. Indian sages knew this
too. Therefore let us have enough hu-
mility to accept that there may be some-
thing more than what we see in a lab!!
This applies with equal force to
Vastuvidya. I founded the VASTUVIDYA
GURUKULAM at Aranmula and continue

(Contd..... Page 12)
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“Where is your brother?”. God
asked at the beginning of biblical his-
tory. God has had no respite from ask-
ing the same question ever since. The
original context was that of bloodshed:
brother killing brother, which is what
every murder really is. Within the vi-
sion of vasudaiva kutumbakam, can
anyone, even the most abhorred enemy,
be less than a brother?

Two insights in the Cain-Abel story
are of special significance to the cur-
rent tragic scenario in our country. First,
it is in the context of religion that
brother kills brother. The issue at stake
here is the very purpose of religion,
which has been at all times perversely
misunderstood. Religion is meant to
master the ambivalence in human na-
ture. We can be either the keepers or
the killers of our brothers. The purpose
of religion is to enable us to be keepers
rather than killers of each other, protec-
tors rather than predators of life and
nature. The ascendancy of vested inter-
ests in religion, however, degrades it
into a license for murder and mayhem,
as has happened in the history of all re-
ligions.

All through history, the most sanc-
tified form of murder has been the kill-
ing of the enemies of cne’s God. Yet
God is the giver and defender of life,
who confronts every human being with
the absolute Commandment, *“You shall
not kill”". The Commandment does not
entertain any excuse or extenuating cir-
cumstance. [t is an absolute imperative,
not only to desist from murder but also
to protect life. We are not to kill under
any circumstance; for no twist or turn
of events can nullify the truth that God
alone has authority over life.

What has degraded religion into a
theatre of cruelty and barbarity is the
‘ownership’ mentality of the devotees
vis-a-vis their gods. Yet, the truth is that
a god owned exclusively by a segment
of the human species is no God. Hence
it is that we have two contrary images
my) ailaiod eadd af) cateiled caiudal

BROTHERS

Rllers

Rev. Dr. VALSON THAMPU

The purpose of religion is
to enable us to be keepers
rather than killers of
each other, protectors
rather than predators of
life and nature.

of God in almost all religious traditions.
The first image is that of a tribal god
whose affinities and concerns are lim-
ited to a designated group. The alter-
nate image is that of a transcendental
God who has no favourites and whose
concerns are non-partisan. This God
insists on an absolute adherence to uni-
versal values, especially the value of
cherishing and defending human life
and the integrity of creation.

There is a remarkable instance in the
Bible when the tension between these
two views on God come face to face in
a dramatic fashion. It happens in the
Garden of Gethsemene in the course of
Jesus” arrest. The most intriguing thing
about this event is Jesus’ enquiry of
Peter as to how many swords he has.
To Peter’s reply that he has two with
him, Jesus answers, “They will do”. At
the point of Jesus’ arrest, Peter strikes

_ETHICS

with his sword at a member of the hos-
tile crowd and slashes off his ear. Upon
this, Jesus reprimands him with the
words, “Put down the sword. He who
takes the sword shall fall by it.” If it
were not to use the sword against their
enemies, why in the world did Jesus
want Peter to take the swords with him
to Gethsemene?

The spiritual drama in Gethsemene
engages the seminal temptation in reli-
gion: the temptation to turn the sword
into the foremost expression of one’s
zeal for God. Both in Gethsemene and
on the Cross, Jesus unequivocally re-
jects the option of the sword as a sym-
bol of religious loyalty. But, for the most
part, the message has been lost on
Christendom. Crusades and inquisi-
tions, the bloody ritual of ‘devotion-
through-sword’ continued for centuries
thereafter, corrupting the Christian wit-
ness o a bruised world most lamenta-
bly.

In the Garden of Gethsemene, Jesus
instructs Peter on how to use the sword
and, even more importantly, how not to
use it. He leaves Peter in no doubt that
loyalty expressed through the sword is
utterly unacceptable to God. If these
swords are not to be used against the
enemies of his God, how is Peter to use
them? The answer is writ large over the
symbolic resonance of the Gethsemene
event. Peter that day understood that
sword number one must be used against
himself: especially against the all-too-
human tendency to use the sword
against others in expressing one’s reli-
gious zeal. The first spiritual use of the
sword is against oneself. Or, in the
words of Jesus on an earlier occasion,
the first spiritual sword is the sword of
self-denial, which is a pre-condition for
discipleship. Religion stands in peril of
degenerating into a blood bath when
those who lack the spiritual strength of
self-denial wield the sword. The sword
can be an instrument of justice or in-
Justice, compassion or cruelty, de- =
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pending on who wields it. The tragedy
in religion has all along been that swords
and trishuls are in the hands of those
who know no self-control. The only
mission of those who cannot control
themselves will be to control and
terrorise others.

The second spiritual sword is
against one’s own religious community;
to cleanse and purify it. If the first duty
of a spiritually enlightened person is to
be vigilant against his own impure mo-
tives. his second duty is to be vigilant
against the egoism and aggression of his
own religious community. This is 50
because religion, like politics, is a do-
main of power and power stands in dan-
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ger of degeneiating into corruption un-
less it is purified of all vested interests.
There are only two sets of options in
religion: the reformation of the self or
the coercion and subjugation of others.
The reformation of oneself and one’s
religious community catalyses and mo-
tivates the reformation of others. The
coercion of others to conform to one’s
own standards serves to cover up one’s
aberrations and ensures that the process
of decay is neither exposed nor arrested.
Sadly, today everyone is busy reform-
ing and coercing everyone else, mainly
because the zeal to reform people of
other faiths is politically and materially
profitable, whereas the mission to re-
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form one’s own community is fraught
with personal risk and loss.

Let no one who cares for his reli-
gion ignore the witness of history. It was
the blatant indulgence in cruelty and
bloodshed in the name of Christ that
spread cynicism about Christianity in
the West and heralded the post-Chris-
tian culture. Today Hinduism may seem
the goose that lays the golden egg into
the political basket of some. But, in the
cruel ironies germane to such situations,
the goose in question stands in prospect
of losing its life to the rapacity of its
keepers. ®
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The Church is one of the places
where people with different talents,
character, social background etc. ynjte
in the name of God. The Christian
Church is the representation of God in
this world. God is present in the com-
munion of people in the church and in
the sacraments of the ch urch. The
Church today is global and its mission
Istoits own culture and society. Dietrich
Bonhoeffer reflected this as the
“Worldly Christianity™, “Christianity
means community through Jesus Christ
and in Jesus Christ.” This mission of
the Church is one of proclamations of
God to the whole world,

Article one of the Christian faith, “[
believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and Earth™ may not
be objectionable to many. The first per-
son of the Trinity is an important part
of the Christian understanding of the
divine God. In the doctrine of Trinity,
God himself is revealed in Jesus Christ,
God is self revealed as the Father (Cre-
ator?), the Son (Redeemer?) and the
Spirit (Sanctifier?). Jewish and Islamic
faiths also believe in one God. “God,
the God of Jews only? Is he not the God
of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too.”
(Romans 3: 29) God s the creator of
everything in heaven and on earth,

Article two of the
Christian faith says:
“I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only
son, our Lord.” Jesus Christ is God
Himself who came down from heaven
because of God’s love towards His cre-
ation. The reason why Christianity
moved away from Jewish faith was the
question of Jesus as God. Judaism could
not accept the fact that Jesus was the
fulfilment of Jewish faith. Even though
many religions accept Jesus as 3 prophet
and believe in his miracles, they cannot
accept him as the son of God. Nobody
expected that a king, ruler and saviour
would arrive in this world as Jesus did.
The life and teachings of Jesus were also
questioned from the beginning. His
teaching was against the belief of the
establishment. Some could not ignore
his divine entity but they feared their
power and position, The resuit was the
crucifixion of the son of God, as was
prophesied.

Article three of the Christian faith:
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Catholic Church, the Communion of
Saints.” The foundation and the unity
of the Christian Church is through the
mspiration of the Holy Spirit. Those in
the Charismatic Movements are not the
only ones who experience God’s Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is not merely a private
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expenience or limited to isolated groups.
The presence of the Hol ¥ Spiritin ‘bap-
tism’ and ‘speaking in iongues’ is also
not understood properly by the Chris-
tian denominations, The pouring out of
the Spirit in baptism is not a one time
even but an ongoing experience in the
life of the baptized. The action of the
Spirit does not flee from the world, but
overcomes the world, delivering and
renewing life. The Spirit is not neces-
sarily bound with the goit of speaking
in tongues. “Unless You speak intelli-
gible words with your tongue, how wil|
anyone know what youaresaying? You
will just be speaking into the air “(Acts
14:9), The Spirit works to save the
world from the greed of jts people in
destroying Nature by chemicalization of
agriculture, pollution of air, water, and
environment, and from massive destruc-
tion by nuclear power, “The Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is freedom™ (2 Co 3:17). The
Holy Spirit is thus certainly to be un-
derstood as a public person working for
the benefit of social welfare,

The method of seeking God is dif-
ferent in every religion. The Islamic
mosque has many resemblance with a
Christian church, The Muslims also
believe in one God. They also belicve
in Jesus, but only as a prophet. Chris-
tian and Islamic faiths are divided in
their path toward God but united in their
goal. When the human creations of God
cannot find harmony and unity among
religions, it leads to violence, Many
atrocities in history were committed in
the name of God. How can one justify
violence and terrorism in the name of
God?. It is important that we should live...
inthis world in harmony with other re-
ligions. No religion is for violence, ter-
rorism, war and the like. As human be-
ings and as religious people, we should
all condema violence. In Christiani ty we
see a loving God. God asks us to love
one another. Then we will be able 1o
understand the God we are searching
for. We may be different but we are
uriited in God. “So in Christ we who
are many form one body, and each merm.-
ber belongs to all others. (Romans 12:5)

Mathew Idicula, Chicago
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KCC NEWS

The Kerala Council of Churches is an autonomous and inter-

confessional Body comprising churches and christian

organisations in Kerala. It is a constituent member of the Na-
tional Council of Churches in India.

Office : Manganam P.O., Kottayam - 686 018, Kerala
Tel: 91-0481 - 575666

e- mail : ktm kercouch @ sanchar. net. in

Webiste : http : // www. keralacouncilofchurches. org /
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APPRECIATION
I am glad NEW VISION is doing a wonderful job. I think it
has had a lift recently. All best wishes !
Adv. K. I Ninan, Kottayam
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Move against closure of un-economic schools
The KCC Excecutive considered this issue and proposc. a

¢ joint action of the member churches and organisations againsi

the Govt.’s move for closure of un-economic schools.

400t @NIESNBlEMD (NMOGIAM) msdam. mowleess.
m alolmudl®] eaidalomsasud

Slaldal. BODY CHOW A MTANIS.

il apmd. apav, @loyugy. aller : 40/- @jal

aslrudlmloyeon] sumweqs eanalomasyd  2uBaaNIBS)M
AN M@BERNS @001 altlhnelan)anm Manowlenan &) [LHMos.
(AN aelTuole] e93UIMIMDRENIIRLES CAIBAIOMETBUD.

NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

‘!



BOOK REVIEW

Il aNO®@) Gl IO N
DOMAD D 30) @PHAVIIZM-

O3 omaom@ILImB0M HFIVOOD §0) B)D&HILk
avaesmkasg) apmd aldduwodal AlosTIISIEeNE. Gaus
AT Somle)dag Syomond aleTwimm@od @sla] 8o)
Wwmoaoe  QEMAPI®a. @7) allid)a AR
SIBUBDANINHIOB) TULOMe DTMAUDEDINT E2Many
swsmglod eglajler @D anmimdomlad @osmyam
TR A0JBRMIMWEDIONG @0 @Al
@90 AJOMIGON®  qUAEI2DEEMOWEMIN  Mlode)
Ymoodloymilel apmmosn’ o@Im) @0osme. alsmul
®UO) ERHEIRANAGRW @:)0a)cad m®) anal
a)). @il Poloe) ‘EpeHlo®m’ 2Ime &HaE). TLoaol
@yCnIBlaHB Dol @oane.wl @ymuidlay. 29)
211213090805 DO MWBIWOnNI3(IBMD]. g
TUOWOREMANABAS WA  aMls  @RMElLIHAID
age @mElvaynyaoml mlemdoms). @padaniwl
D ((DMOs MOMMHDIS)ANIMBS H0) ERHOBIAMO
Wo22EM ‘(nl@emIN) GLAIBWIMs AT DEHAUWI®
alomomileyes ‘GIBmoosam’ agm @eild:omoasm]
penglajlolanym WMON&IEM MSEMMG. MIe]
BINEIBBSEIBIW®IS WD alOMo. alvnO@DEI Al
PeMs, DD SHYEDIHND E®EADOWAN0] 2|88
WIdlaaiemaaryd, an) alvemleawmosamm mlexwol
EN88 al0Ms, AlCDDOMO ClIANIMETBROW)BH
@O, ABIARIMAIBEBOS All0IEsMo, DD Bdaky
amOMIE) MEIANE  AIMIWSETBINMI  @Y3Y
B0(Ms. (EMEDa @O nlBEMAOW]e AL WIaKOl®
APAROMIOAM. 2)M0e B WD HOAPTWIOE! 26
alaomlen alnaeimal. men. 8. DO
0elldnIamR)s SISl |S)omaM).

oo IMEDIENHS  NEAINHBM)s  TVMIIEMInH]
@]s TVANYBOMINW GOV MSEHAN ®IBLOSMo
@HANVOSM WD al0Ms. MRIMICIESIVISSE aldald
maomsIRalceidd ®lolwl. MBS @RYBYEINOD)
B0)  ABLDOCAUMBOIND)s MOl CAIBIDD)s
S06MIe. @D HDIWOS  alMDOMEL, BR®ION
Ao, 081 aMINOWANOIa88 mIdlaa
aMsIRSI03 GIBMOOSHM 2 IOLMUEAUNHGMIG) NI,
DO RIAHIGSHINNEIRNIOWSS OB~ IONODIEL
DD HyEles @danE.wles allaesmomlens
MOBAOYBOMIN 60} TVIAOIHIPTVNAHM MAB)HS
DMV &HS)20W] MscnIslaN ). LD AT SO
903 MOL) BUs ARARIMAIOMEDIM) M) sl

P ™

@la9)h@asn’. @D aloms soadldmailadmele:udas
AUBOO (ICWORMS[S)s. HOCI AP SN HAS) B, @O
o oo eaIEmIG mssam]  (alcowomlond  ailaml
Pel qUIIAOYAIDDEDEl WO  AllvBZIA9)MEMS.
MY RVOD HANUMNW  alaTWIETDIOBPD]o
OealasMEEIDM@)e AloTum MEBOM)BAIN|SIM.
a)mo@d @pallos®)e aslalanmn @00V M A
DMW)e @RHOVIROEINDET 20 MOAD BYGIMOS) mal
A9)0M).

DHODHEHDIO) AIODWMNLEIIG Ms @O (B
anfleaom momansailadumanens. alleicajoud 6o
anad, ag) aileicapud 80) @YaloRs/ BO) »IAl
nilesnlo DD BIBMOSHOM AUBODZOMALITHICEIAE
aflglay aeloam). @roleon clangled @Regaos
COOnHeO@BMM).  Mi@laileavaimamimoe]  apal
HOLADMYe dhalS MUBI2NEEMPWOE Mlutlmazowl
allzdwlannnmls, MIGalMWMOV  Elnb3TUa0]
afla9)nmAes BEUAVEAN. @RCFaNs MalidalS)
emmlg). ®e amqylem ACle)™ D ERHUNW
(IBBOS APAUBTMMeCaENe @RGIA0s ARIANO) MS
OG0 M), D AIOMNMOCHINNG @ROINOMED
DO, NEAIAHGM)e HENMIOM]e GIBMEISHEMIS)
@OR0ENe  (nPallagmm). 2omAI®s  GlaID:00)E0
em. DMaH0d @®OlW)0; ERYAVIZINGHWe B alQ).
ng)T0Ed, @Ry mocodmeyemlnn agpled D ldmoo
S»OM Mmoendud @e@)mMlg). DD ameild: any3w
RAIGNEE @BCAADs, AfANILINTIHW)e  BM)nHLIGBO
alond @y arlw AP0 &M a®od
allsym apomalen e eauianym). Mailes
nll@m)e, (ailQ@)e }ALIMAs (aDallooyam). @A
lauane 2M)aHATVRAOANIO)M); (@lavmage qus
@M. TUSLITMIONIW)s M. (Glavailes
AW AT TVEYEIGRIS GIBMN0SHME MlsaEymm).
@SlImemITYs @RClASLIMM)e, IRV ald
amgRAmozesmmMA8s ®lolaolal M (WMOSI0
M) elElafepaummEI) afQe TUGIDOAHMOIOW GO0Yo.
PO3AUM IS mioaleyes 20@. clElagym @D
@lalaolal caBaymmawmnossBgleles @ldmeosms
MSEMIB mSAMYe EREFADHEM TVaNIW@9)@00
»63!

ANaudrlnd 208 @E®IMICTRIN af)a]lrdcadq],

oaaml




a4

NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD ; APRIL 2002
Registered with the Registrar of Newspapers for India
under No.KER BIL/2000/1543 Annual subscription: Rs.75/- Postal Regn. No. KL/CR/KTM/362/2002

nila¥a] aB(NIn000 DIBEONIDI NVPIDD (nIR2IaMENo DEAEI0)E 223COMmMIDI IBSIVI3 -
cmaam 208 @020TNCWIAT afaflaUcadg] (alTVoN]BN)IT). nilatty] ATV TVIZ)AUDE, 0L af)o. VL
cmRoam, 00l CERIGE AVAINIW, 00l GRIMVal BODY), 0L CRIMIAVT all 200)) agamlaud cassleiod

ajEninnos 203COMO2O TVBOR:  (nIBIAHAMACULY nilatta] cEoRMS qVOAIG MSEBIL

2BAAKLOMETRHID JE02BUDSTRUD TH$HANIS)BNM). B0} aldajTae allewaoanoayam alla
WIS 2132 0T ANE:SANAPM ABAICORYe SHEMIAOLM). 21Bajd0dA0) snilatta] @0)
alSl alo@)eamm) (al@laulee)an).

mailcnntt (aiudommsaBudas B0) AEOMOAVIZIA. GAIED-.

99BN EABDELEDINAE0 MOZAOLIMs BJ0MMAIRYTHD DOKDE). :

aSemane aleolmeo. oo, L0olalmadesdl®nal afepaee). moemanl ‘,

A9)ANM ONBHTV®AUB WINIHEo.

ARATIHO8 AVMOMEJSIOm] TVREWIS) GalddP)HOWM @99 alnjosIm) 220mamems:

2mENIAN)El TUD}ROMIIGS BIQRN2HEMa. B0} paradigm shift eailosoaivaymosm.

9OLBIT UM ERONHIIMAUMe )TN H0Palajos) 209), agemlage AlA@I®le Ml

Wla9oa gaim)e nf)M BAUMs QB3O HWS) ANEMo.

=IDBOHIOMBO MMV BIBND AlMDTMEL DUBHBHOBBIO® MSHDAM aalleuontin indom

MUl (Amemaulcleswle).

TUMAIMOEDGID TUEDa) malcwanindemmsmgleaidna]simaim allel alolzl

O3 DEaPRINE. ARG, orlo). agemled @D eagailgled agegsiem)

MEMOG] HHIENB)CnldhEMo.

e

aflall apavlad ..

Printed & Published by Rev. Prof. K. C. Mathew at Manganam, Kottayam and owned by Rev. Prof. K. C. Mathew, Chairperson, Nava Darshan Trust, Kottayam.
Editor: Prof. Mathew Koshy Punnackad. » Printed at Learners’ Offset Printers, CMS College Road, Kottayam.,




