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“Do not resist an evil person. If
some one strikes you on the right cheek,
turn to him the other also. And if
someone wants to sue you and take
your tunic, let him have your cloak as
well.” -St. Mathew 5 : 39-40

There was a high-level consultation
that I was invited to attend some months
ago. It was convened in the wake of
the increased attacks on Christian
workers and worship places in various
parts of India. Speaker after speaker
maintained that the “doctrine of the
other cheek” was no longer relevant
and that it could not work in handling
Hindu fundamentalists and fanatics.
They were right to the extent that such
teachings seem contrary, in an
immediate sense, to the dynamics of
human nature and the way of the world.

But the teachings of Jesus are
hardly meant to be taken literally. They
are the flashes that illumine a spiritual
culture within which options that
otherwise seem utopian become
feasible and fruitful. The business of
spirituality is to help us to rise above

Rev. Dr. Valson Thampu, Delhi

The main difference between God

and us is that God is subjective
towards the whole of creation.
God loves unconditionally and is
eager to forgive us and to restore us
to Himself. We are very subjective
about ourselves, but very often
fiercely and cruelly
the pulls and passions of unredeemed

human nature. That which irritates us
in a person we happen to dislike will
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be endured, even enjoyed, in others we
happen to love. This makes our
reactions arbitrary and subjective.

The function of spirituality is to
rescue our actions and reactions,
especially reactions, from the sphere of
narrow subjectivity, and the
arbitrariness that goes with it, and to
base them on the discipline of
objectivity and consistency. From a
spiritual perspective, while actions are
important, reactions are even more
crucial. While we can weigh the pros
and cons of our actions, we tend to be
impulsive and involuntary in our
reactions. That is the case, particularly
in situations of provocation, hurt or
humiliation.

It may be helpful to make a
distinction between ‘subjectivity’ and
‘subjectiveness’. By subjectiveness, |
mean the state of having a subjective
layer of thought and action. By
subjectivity I mean a particular
disposition vis-a-vis subjective-ness.
Love should be valid not only vis-a-
vis the self, but also in respect of the
whole of creation. Indeed the fact that
one craves for love and knows it to be
basic to one’s existence, should be
proof enough that everyone else needs
it too. But that is not the way it works
with us. The more we love ourselves
and get obsessed with our right to be
loved, the more we tend to be
insensitive to the need others have, to
be loved and valued. The same is true
of justice and all other values we know
and cherish.

To understand the wisdom of
spirituality, therefore, the subjectivity-
subjectiveness dynamics in human
nature needs to be reckoned with.
Subjectiveness is the womb and
subjectivity the tomb of human
sentiments. What is born in the former
could be buried in the latter. Love to
be wholesome must find the harmony
between the love for the self and the
love for the neighbour, with all the
responses and responsibilities that must
go with it. Perhaps it is like the water
that turned into wine at the wedding
feast in Cana of Galilee. When the
servants, at the instruction of Jesus,
drew the water from the stone jars, it
was water still. But by the time that
water reached the master of the
ceremony, it had turned into wine. This
is a profound parable on the social
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dynamics of human values. The water
in the stone jar has a need to undertake
the pilgrimage towards those in need
so that it may express its latent potential
fully, even miraculously. The spiritual
task is to factor this potential into the
processes and possibilities of life.

But such spiritual wisdom is not
native to the human ego. The self is
more apt to seeing such self-denying
journeys as a loss rather than a gain.
How can “a grain of wheat” know and
believe that it is profitable “to fall down
and die”? What is the guarantee that it
would become a plant or yield a
harvest? Why should the grain of wheat
be happy about the harvest when it is
not going to benefit by it in an
individualistic sense? The harvest is its
sacrificial gift to what is beyond itself.
At the same time, what is the other
alternative available to the grain of
wheat? To hold on to itself and to
remain utterly and fruitlessly alone? Is
this better than the former option?
Especially given the grim logic of life:
he who tries to save his life will lose it,
and he who loses his life for Christ’s
sake will find it?

The spiritual task is not to discount,
but to redeem and spiritually empower
the resources of human subjectiveness.
Loving one’s neighbour need not
amount to despising the self. Human
subjectiveness is to be redeemed by
discovering the continuity of the self
and the neighbour. God is the most
sublime and necessary embodiment of
“otherness as continuity” in respect of
the human. That is because we are
created in the image and likeness of
God. Our subjectiveness is a reflection
of God’s subjectiveness. But there is a
crucial and profound difference
between these two categories of
subjectiveness. God’s subjectiveness is
all-inclusive. It is this cosmic
subjectiveness that confronts us with
the demand of objectivity : the demand
that we balance our self-interests with
those of our fellow human beings. The
whole of creation, especially the
humankind, abides and coheres in
God’'s subjectiveness. God is the
Sublime Other. But in respect of us,
God is at the same time the “ground of
our being.” As the Psalmist recognizes
we cannot flee from God because we
are situated within the divine
subjectiveness. We “live and move and

THEOLOGY

have our being” in God.

It is because God is Sublime
Subjectiveness that He can be
subjective towards us, and still remain
unaffected by the aberrations of
subjectivity. The practical outcome of
this subjectiveness is God’s unending
love, mercy and compassion towards
us. The main difference between God
and us is that God is subjective towards
the whole of creation. That is why Jesus
came to “seek and save that which is
lost”. We are subjective only towards
ourselves and what belongs to us. We
seek tirelessly to recover what we have
lost and are indifferent to the losses that
others suffer. In fact, we may not mind
inflicting losses on others in the process
of recovering what we lose. God loves
unconditionally and is eager to forgive
us and to restore us to Himself. But we
can love only ourselves unconditionally
and find it difficult when it comes to
forgiving others. We are very
subjective about ourselves, but very
often fiercely and cruelly objective
about others.

Jesus recognized this as a seminal
spiritual problem, as is evident from the
parable of the “beam and the moat”. It
is so very human to tolerate the beam
in one’s own eye and to resent the moat
in the eye of another person. Double
standards come so very naturally to us
that we become unaware that it is at
work in our lives. The focal point of
Jesus’ teaching in this context is the
need to enlarge the scope and reach of
our subjectiveness so as to bring others
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also into the range of its resources of
love, patience, compassion, and so on.
This is the secret of our fellow-feeling.
What is at work in compassion is the
shifting of the boundaries of our
personal sensitivities so as to bring the
people in need into the fold of our love
and kinship. To be compassionate is to
identify oneself with the predicament
of other people.

But this does not come naturally to
us. It can become part of our mindset
only if we imbibe its underlying logic.
But the problem is that this cannnot be
an academic exercise. It is not a matter
of learning a principle or becoming
aware of an insight. Such learning does
not work when it comes to the
experiential aspects of our life, just as
one does not swim by reading a book
on the subject. Swimming becomes
possible only when we learn to “abide
in” water, so to speak. That involves
coming to terms with, or coping with,
the logic of water. Similarly, being
subjective about others can come to us
as a steady principle of Christian
conduct only if we abide in the being
of God, who is the Ultimate
Subjectiveness. Subjectiveness is
limitless and all-inclusive only in God.
As Jesus said, God sends His rain
(1.e.extends His goodness) on the good
and the evil alike. Very often the
distinction we make between good and
evil is a matter of our self-centred
subjectivity. So it happens that what is
good for us in the long-term is mistaken
to be evil or undesirable. So it happens
that prophets are persecuted and saints
crucified. The “lost son” in Jesus’
parable was so keen to go to the “far
country” and keep a distance between
himself and his loving father, for the
same reason.

Subjectiveness is the seed of human
personality. Its spiritual blossoming is,
therefore, of crucial importance in the
human context. It is basic to the
spiritual goal of “fullness of life”.
Human stature depends very
substantially on the breadth and scope
of the self. Growth, in a spiritual sense,
is the stretching of the self beyond the
claims of the self, towards the non-self.
The self-centred remain, therefore,
spiritually stunted, which was the
problem with Zacchaeus before he met
with Jesus of Nazareth. The story of
Zacchaeus fascinates us because it
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demonstrates the miracle of human
regeneration. He is delivered from a
narrow and predatory subjectivity and
enabled to be “reborn” as a person of
enlarged sympathies. The moral dwarf
becomes a spiritual giant!

Against this background we can
examine the goals of psychology vis-
a-vis the genius of spirituality. Both
aim at human welfare, in their own
ways. Psychology accepts human
subjectivity as it is and endeavours to
do the repair work that becomes
necessary from time to time.
Spirituality, in contrast, aims at the
transformation of self-centred
subjectivity by re-establishing the lost
equilibrium between the self and others.

The strategies of human nature are
directed by the need to ease the
pressure on the self. When a person is
struck on his cheek, for instance, he
experiences a marked increase in
internal pressure. This increase in
psychological pressure is due to the
aggravated and exclusive focus on the
self, caused by the aggression suffered.
Hostility and aggression sharpen the
edges of negative self-awareness. This
hurts because of the ingrained social
sense in us. The pain of the blow is not
only in the face. It is felt also deep
down. That calls for relief. The reaction
of the affected person is aimed at
mitigating this pain and the oppressive
inner pressure. From a psychological
perspective, the suppression of this
need for emotional release as a life-
strategy is unhealthy. So the Old
Testament norm of the equivalence of
hurt - “an eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth”-makes good psychological
sense.

An animal, when provoked or
threatened, has only two options: to flee
or to fight back. Human beings, in
contrast, have a third option. In the
animal kingdom, the scope of enlarging
subjectiveness and cultivating larger
sympathies is, at best, embryonic or
hypothetical. Mercifully, that is not the
case with humans. We have the
potential to love others as we love
ourselves even if this cannot happen
automatically. Our subjectiveness can
transcend the limits of our subjectivity.
We can love even those who choose to
be our enemies, and in the process
demonstrate that enmity is a distortion
of love and nearness. This ensures that
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forces of negativity and alienation do
not drive our society or thrive in it. And
our presence could become socially
redemptive.

The spiritual option includes and
goes beyond the scope of psychological
relief. The decision to “turn the other
cheek” impacts the identity both of the
victim and the aggressor, provided it is
not done in cowardice and for want of
any other option. It is a refusal to be
defined by the aggressor. The blow on
the cheek is a sharp definition, a label
that the aggressor sticks there. It is a
label of worthlessness. That is why it
hurts not only physically but also
psychologically, calling for
psychological relief. Here we have two
options. We can stick a similar label
on the face of the other, and call it quits,
Or, we can reject the false label, and
hold aloft the banner or brotherhood
under which the aggressor and the
victim belong together as neighbours.
The higher satisfaction this offers is
deeper and redemptive. It endures.
Rather than burn up all the energy in
one explosive blow, this makes for a
sustained release of psychic and
spiritual energies that facilities our
growth in stature. We cannot add a
cubit, said Jesus, to our height by

worrying; but we can add several cubits
to our stature by going beyond
psychology to spirituality.

It is an insult to the greatness of our
creation in the image and likeness of
God to assume that we are no better
than pressure-cookers that must “let off
the steam”™ when the pressure inside
increases and reaches a certain level.
The spiritual culture is based on the
profound discovery that we have the
option, alternately, to direct this
tremendous energy to purposes that are
far more constructive and redemptive.

Whereas psychology is centred
exclusively on the individual self,
spirituality sees the human person in a
triangular situation including God and
the neighbour, besides oneself. Unless
freed from the compulsions of the
natural self, human beings can function
only in terms of the need for retaliation
to secure psychological relief. The
spiritual vocation calls for responding
to every situation within a larger vision
that emanates from the God-self-
neighbour triangle. God is an
integrating framework for the whole of
creation. The children of God are
obliged to live by the culture of loving
one another, even as God loves us. ¢
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In the emerging new ethos of
Christianity, the term spirituality
appeared to represent the composite
meaning of faith and discipleship.
Within the individualistic religious
ideology, spirituality seems to be
reduced to the realm of emotions,
dreams and at times, hallucinations.
On the other hand, in the market-led
enterprising Christianity, spirituality is
turned as a commodity with varying
levels of price. However, prophetic
spirituality, according to the Hebrew
Bible, is the basis of radical action for
social transformation. The two
dimensions of prophetic spirituality are
protest and empowerment. To M. M.
Thomas, prophetic spirituality is the
way to manage the self-consciousness
in order to enhance our ability to
respond to the Divine. It springs from
a new understanding of the integral
relation between self, God and the
World and the path for the realization
of a purposive history among the
objective realities of the present.
Spirituality is thus the primary agency
in our attempt to respond to the Divine.
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Spirituality is an encounter with chaotic situations
to bring justice and order. Any compromise with chaos is a
denial of the source of Spirit. Spirituality offers no option
for any one but leads us into the politics of the expendable

by placing ‘tongues of fire’ on us.

70 BE SPIRITUAL IS TO BE POLITICAL

From lifeless matter

to celebration of life
Biblical narratives use the term
Ruah to denote Spirit. Ruah is
employed with two meanings, one, the
breath of God and two, the wind. We
encounter both these meanings in the
Genesis account of creation. ‘God took
some soil from the ground....... and
breathed the life-giving breath and the
person began to live.” The breath
turned the lifeless material into Adam,
a person with life and subjectivity. Or
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in other words, Ruah transforms the
material into subjective personhood,
lifeless condition into celebrating life,
or materiality into subjectivity. Hence
the primary function of spirituality is
to turn the lifeless situation into life-
affirming celebrations. According to
evangelist Mark, this change equals a
transformation of non-subjective crowd
to people with subjectivity. Creation
and sustenance of life and affirmation
of subjectivity appeared to be the locus
of spirituality, according to this text.
This meaning of Ruah contradicts
the functions of market of the present
time. In a market society all realities
are converted to exchangeable things
or commodities. That means subjective
persons are transformed into objective
commodities, as labour or prostitutes
for exchange. That function is the locus
of its survival principle. Markel turns
subjectivity into materiality. Moreover,
market converts subjective people into
consumers or buyers by robing their
subjectivity to make decisions
according to their respective needs. In
market society, taste of every individual
is created and managed through
subjective domination. Markel invades
the inner core of subjectivity of each
individual to establish hegemonic
control over his mind and
consciousness. Commodities that are
produced on global scale without
congnizance with the needs of
consumers could be sold only when
people’s subjectivity and tastes are
robbed off, homogenized and
controlled. Loss of subjectivity,
therefore, is a principle for the
participation in the market paradigm.
Further, market invokes a technological
and mathematical rationality where
subjectivity has no place. In such
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rationality, only arithmetically
countable matters.

But spirituality demands the
opposite. According to UNDP reports,
around 2000 people, mostly women
and children die every hour due to
starvation, when food production
exceeds the need level. This disturbing
reality occurs when a mere 20% of the
global population of 6 billion people
alone consume food needed for the
normal life of 32 billion people. It is
the design of the market. The market
forces, by its organizing dynamics,
create a fourth world where sections of
the people are made redundant and to
be dispensed with. Such expendables
are not just accidents, but part of a
grand design. Market reverses the
functions of Ruah - where life is
converted into material.

Spirituality is a demand to
transform material into subjective life,
life with identity, with name, Adam.
Whenever identity is denied, life is also
denied. Or more precisely, spirituality
calls for radical intervention wherever
life and identity are denied.

Be Political

The second meaning of Ruah is
wind. This meaning is employed in two
texts, one in the creation story and the
second in the Book of Acts. The usage
of Spirit as wind appears in Genesis as
well as in the Book of Jeremiah and
Psalms. According to these narratives,
Creator God converted wind as a sword
to break the sea and to lift the land. This
symbolic articulation alludes to the
theological nuance that creation is a
process of bringing order in a chaotic
situation. Sea or ocean is a metaphor
for chaos. What it informs us is that
spirituality demands an intervention in
history to change the chaotic situation
and to bring order. Divine order is an
expression of justice and righteousness,
not status quo as understood by the
legal pandits. The starvation death of
2000 per hour while a small minority
get sick by over-consumption points to
a chaotic situation. The present
paradigms of development threatens
the food security of the people in the
villages by converting agricultural field
to cultivate exotic food such as tiger
prawns, or flower to decorate the dining
tables of the rich. We are also
confronted with the fact that the drug
trafficking “capital” that travel around
the globe is double the gross national
product of India. These facts disclose
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a disorderly situation which calls for
intervention of Ruah. Spirituality is an
encounter with chaotic situations to
bring justice and order. Any
compromise with chaos is a denial of
the source of Spirit.

Spirituality that negates all
hierarchies

The second usage of Ruah as wind
is found in the Book of Acts. On the
day of Pentecost, a mighty wind blew
and it filled the whole house where the
poor followers of Jesus were gathered
or possibly hiding from the political
authorities who killed their Lord. These
poor followers also were hunted down,
perhaps for their attempt to practise the
ethics of the risen one. They were
primarily Galileans, and most of them
poor farmers, fisher folks and other
marginalized expendables. Probably
they are the ones who followed Jesus
to the temple, the ones who hailed from
Bethany, the house of the poor and the
afflicted. Bethany is the home of the
Dalit bahujan. Yet when the rush of
mighty wind blew and filled the house,
there appeared to them ‘tongues of fire’
resting on each one of them. It is
important to recall that Bible is written
with rich symbols and metaphors from
history and tradition. ‘Tongues of fire’
was the royal seal of Caesar. This
symbol is the root of all symbolic
representation of unequal distribution
of power and privileges.

But when the spirit of the Lord
intervened, the poor farmers, fisher
folks and women realized that God

bestowed the royal position upon them.
We are no more ruled by any authority
except God. God has removed the
differences between the ruled and the
rulers. That political claim of equality
is the heart of the politics of the
marginalized. Spirituality is essentially
political. To be apolitical is to be
against the demands of Ruah. All the
hierarchies and powers represented by
the division between the rich and the
poor or the ruled and the rulers, are
counter forces to the spirit of God.
Spirituality demands people to be part
of the political claims of the
marginalized subjectivity and radical
change in the rules of governance.
Spirituality offers no option for any one
but leads us into the politics of the
expendable by placing ‘tongues of fire’
on us. L ]

(The author is now serving on the Faculty
of Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, Madura)
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Saf)dbys  (unicity and unity of the
Church) apm@lond @pdio. msmmem
allaiel@oyany: “The Lord Jesus
continues his presence and his work of
salvation in the Church and by means
of the Church which is his body. Just
as the head and members of a living
body, though not identical, are
inseparable, so too Christ and the
Church can neither be confused nor
separated. Therefore, in connection
with the unicity and universality of the
salvific mediation of Jesus Christ, the
unicity of the Church founded by him
musl be firmly believed as a truth of
Catholic faith. The Catholic faithful are

rrequired to profess that there is a
historical continuity between the
Church founded by Christ and the
Catholic Church. In fact, this one
Church of Christ subsists in the
Catholic Church governed by the
Successor of Peter and by the Bishops
in communion with him.”
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“A professor of theology at Harward was
once asked by a student if he could define a
christian. While reflecting what answer he
might give, he happened to see the professor
of philosophy shuffling along across the col-
lege green. He then turned to the student and
said, “No, I cannot define a christian; but there
goes Philips Brooks.” Were it another place
and time he might just as well have said, “But
there goes T. B. Thomas.”
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Nitya Chaithanya Yati

A tangential remark made by me on

the coverage given o Nitya Chaithanya

Yati in the columns of your periodical

scems Lo have hurt the feelings and sen- ~

timents of Sri. K. E. George, Kanam.,
Perhaps, my stand needs to be clarified.

Dec. 2000 - Jan. 2001

To me, a Christian is one who has ac-
cepted Jesus as his personal Saviour,
to the exclusion of all other gods. My
readings on Yati have not suggested to
me any indication of such a commit-
ment on his part. These are times when
eminent leaders of the church do not
hesitate to endorse the Hindu philoso-
phy of multiple path to ‘moksha’. But
the Bible points to just one door, one
way to salvation. It is easy for a Hindu
to accept the deities of other faiths. But
Christianity does not entertain such a
luxury. Itis not my plea that non-Chris-
tians should not find a place in our pub-
lications. Nevertheless, I felt that New
Vision had gone too far in highlighting
Yati in more than one issue of that pe-
riodical.

K. P. Luke Vydhian, Bangalore.
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" Relevant Patterns of Christian Wltness inindia:| 202 sl o ce00ey
‘People as Agents of Mission. 5 ﬁﬂfal 33/' o] :
A corporate study where the Indian Churchspeaks| Gaihe B ke &
out its mind on relevant patterns of mission and -
evangelism in the pluralistic context of India, . Globalisatlon and |ts impact on human nghts
Jesudasan M. Athyal =~ . Mathews George Chunakkara
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Aot the Lond's Pragen

I cannot pray “OUR" if my faith has no room for others and their need
I cannot pray “EATHER” if | do not demonstrate this relation to God in my daily living.
I cannot pray “WHO ART IN HEAVEN" if all my interests and pursuits are in earthly things.
[ cannot pray “HALLOWED BE THY NAME” if L am not striving for God's help to be holy.
I cannot pray “THY KINGDOM COME” if Lam unwilling to accept God’s rule in my life.
I cannot pray “ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN" unless [ am truly ready to give myself to God's service here and now.
[ cannot pray “GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD” w ithout expending honest effort for it,
or if I would withhold from my neighbour the bread I receive.
I cannot pray “FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE F. ORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US”
if I continue to harbor a grudge against anyone,
I cannot pray “LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION” if | deliberately choose to remain in a situation where I am likely to be tempted.
I cannot pray “DELIVER US FROM EVIL" if  am not prepared to fight with my life and my prayer.
I cannot pray “THINE IS THE KINGDOM" if I am unwilling to obey the King.
[ cannot pray “THINE IS THE POWER AND THE GLORY" if I am seeking power for myself and my own glory first.
[ cannot pray “FOREVER AND EVER” if I am too anxious about each day’s affairs.
I cannot pray "AMEN" unless I honestly say "NOT MY will, but THY will be done.”
So let it be.

- Anonymous




WE WISH YOU 4LL
A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
| and
A BLESSED NEW YEAR

-The Editorial Board
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