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For the kind attention of the readers
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®/Fax: 0473-314068
E-mail: kosh@md3.vsnl.net.in

v All correspondence shall be addressed to:
The Manager,
NEW VISION,
Manganam, Kottayam-686 018
© 0481-578841

e All remittances shall be made to the Manager,
in the above address.

= Change of address, if any, shall be intimated to
the Manager, without fail,

NEW VISION is a bimonthly publication of an informal ecumenical fellowship having
interaction-a source of fresh thinking and inspiration for enlightened action, All the rea
we welcome your new idead as well as your generous donations

concern over the mission and ministry of the Church. It will be a forum for exchange of views and
ders of NEW VISION are its members. It is run by the voluntary contributions of its members. Hence




New Vision [bimonthiy] ,
s ) Aile0d =

8) dhdaueanaleel @aiemimlom anween ossllaesnman
Al0ATMIEM @REAR]HHWHS CMMY®IODHDS ‘maega’ (NATO) @yewo
qponileled erysamme. @RosEla®. (avlavms  alaveenailajlmys

@REFOODIOMO AlSO8TMIMOAMIEIW W)FLVISIeM) Moy @RI

om ailenlajlaj@. algdw, anM@AIOIE S:004ERW3 MoegIW)eS
nmlesidloenan). amsmlo agle. 8o malem emp.minud aim) allen® apciemimlam ape
@IAMOBHB)OS MOM AAOMEIBUWBHN) MS:Glenam. w)avomIod apEmMalepom  @ewampoaila
@998 MUaRIBlHO) MR MITV)d8). ERaMOmIMlowow]. emb.my@s)s dloomuena:g)eng)
@AM TLOLKIBSIE  HOTVMISHTUNAIMEIBGE FO®RR), RMALAV ChMBEM@)- D3RS T HAIM

™Mo  @RTVIDTLOYD) EIEI SO M),
PTG Ml @p@icm!
MM ARHD  A)OOOHN)
) ®mswond moegoadien) mml
W) mOWimmIg)ales.

2Wlamy  allvpnadle.es
OWEs SEmSlEN  av.eniail
HOMVZVAT  TLAVWIMETNHNFO
(AIOIEMIN)s  GRIDH MDAl
SMOMMIB RIHSALIDY BRCA
RlaOOS CNEYDITHITE MOC
an¥la) ailslelagym munaow
VBN Ald:SMa. MIWPINO MW
DETBOBLPs MU Wldo ol
A}OB0ME  MOGQY  )SEaRINlay
AY(HDEMo  GLIDISHAVAIWIM
amlm)  EY®EAIXW  @lausmn]
DRBOMMMOAUIN  HOOY O @D
@Rda9)e Muovdale). 52 dlamy
20019 EldHnDRl  HIEMIOm
DM R)DID)  Ha¥iSaOS)s
anel allmolededms  mun
@IEMALAIZIS)TN D @RHLHA
GMOBIMVs DM aHyBICOEMIS) o
CENG HANMIERMIENANQEODO
S1MBB BB  @RAICADS
ma0e.

aRlallmd  @RAITVOM.  ENIED
cwnld qumduala) oaxynd B3
COUISMY  qURD  GARIBLY
@peis @l silolem  moego
BRLSHIENOOD &HOImanw] @Ral

@deiale @)UV o

molaom galhiloal 8o coatismw e wevonailooled @)
Olajmilon)mgoam gemeiwlo)me - ervdmilw, akhocway, emyoanmiw,
eoosmelmlewn, emnmimla - aandmuewonim, mmileawoamlaw. aaomuean,
capempallm opmil ez quiw. eoam gl 1945- o8 ayeun
quonie acy olymilenal. ddsendasmgloer ampemlay cosmomim)
GWntt Lumilawmdo) @odaumd slego, quoelonto mwsmeg @lomi;lay),
apulabmyeossmgled mlamy mumiemle: Mano®. ¢@sl. 1990 @b slego
@D Bla)).

M) Weromuanily MIavajommMal PUENAISIM BaDALEDAHMIE -
pd emdamie olaefles, aad caerslmlewn dlamilesd, aaoavean
ToILREsM  lalaikey, cnovempalln  qu@s.geEm laallvey  (ar eeE.
aqudmilodanaglensm.) moldom] eoesul @ ansnnl, meamlw, miden
o, Wi, @ecdesmimle, elsicway, @alwools ;msal.

amudmilodensslsd apeymo hinluydud:
B OBITVGAN | @RITUOMs  (adlqyim memausay 18, 50, 000
m capeznasln : meimuooms  : emoalkruonl  memavsay 20, 50, 000

1990 @ a@no dlaymilon@g)es BOWE: HaDALOBE  Dag)dryoIm)
@latelaoml, 1991 @ caponnmlom)s HLG0CAYDLL TUDGY. (Al
allaf). OBCWALOIT AEWMO GHEbab HalSal00aS). @m) emnaimio
wleaian) apoala)) L@l @epa. apulosmgles acsmomimlswossl.
AldMUAN(TYs Gaid meeoadmilasow]l mosials). 10 closcomos. esno
mimlom aolas aosleajocaas] ameaImIam)  Gemas.

1998 awicamons aaamenn (adms uslmuawlaleemm]. abulo
EROEMNINIRANTDS 2a00 B0 IGHNSS (ainluywlod akusloumasl msal
ene9om  aavdmion  uarilwads  dleepaaualls: @on. msomlpwan
@REodngM. swdam). adoavenn alemaimerumalac) Moleiaes @y
olasom " aleenamualls: IS080MD @MW @A alcEDWISM AIBHEWW]
dho DDAMs MSMNM)> @REWIAMLA! (A1N0ANs BYBsElaj®)e. HEOTLENDWIED
oaTUMla: DSeIselm) MG CMEIOm o8 mEINBslmIaT. ad3ms
apamomiajlansaamm). @micmimlaanitzon] M. BeMIAIG:ISE™
agl avsmoclanceam). sleenemuailss poapmEalumlemomsdmoen

aSlonm et MIG MSalS] @00lNIA@).

lailap). 2laum oswlaesomel, MUz Mlkio)Eem! Dalewoulls] 80) alml® cena@agarmuolom]
@nsleajeiailanomaem maego 2aialanmMemaN) animledaslrd $)oqsioml. msamsiesmlod mlam)
Q@MW NepsIBUd ajedoman EILRYEIBHOS BRAIGIUEIBUW alallgl samlendmosm) MG
aquaomioel ©IEAEIBUE (WANBHMOmIM)e @REFANe @RELADWSNS). O@ITVEARWIT MiBla)dal
200 TUAOWIMe  TUNGRIBNIMLe  HBHILINDMHEIBUE MM, MSANOm  TUAHUIANIM]s  TUDDs
@008 (riniluiileeias @PEIAMOHE MDlod: HSHMRNIRONM PNNIIB}ANIM)s @REZA0s

R O ey

R R G

June-luly 1

S N R e P S i)

O




amudmiloenoend (cayzoml @b
a6 929 MITWNME) BYaOLMs Dald
@). @reldal  apwlodaslmnilaado
TUIOWOM (NDEIBUIAS G0 Gal B
@Mz0208 20Baldg] allomlsm (el
allaj@mo@] onyad MMV ageadavl
0leajods)ealdio).
wewonyonilewleer mega emis
mileslom @mumElFwaw somwlo
@alelnilanoom@lnl R3Eam  oads
qQUAT 9HBAUROMIDLEMHMIW (AN
ola: micaodsmad 2damlalees mila
12000 @00 S)om].  miladgpaod
@mywpoaleow ‘e wan)eqy a0
M) laidSlaflajomm’ @pegans. @wel
(nP@HaS).

MUZOWOM (nITUOOMo EDAN) MIEQD
cmidomilslom @Paleialla) Boay
ladomem aleenamailajlondo @i
2EMBOB ERMVMIBWID] @RAIEINE90
MMM uOl®  @IMW)s SO
a9l@omm enoam e.comoelas auzo
WOM Me"LISMPIWV “aldY (Blql”
oes 280m allkows aauEhgol anemsl
@903l @emaapailowlear moego
MSalSIH® @RGFa0: VDHMAIW 0
lod @00 S)Oml. @REDIVAW. TV
wWIM (ANOOME@EMIN @RMIWITVAIW
DOMOEIBHBIM)s  MEl®HmIng|am)s
@EFa0s al0gm).  “MUscpiSlmaow
@p@aomlad  mlmle  Maanmylesd
mlm)s o8 Meld);ews  aloen
smvailajlomeqoelssano eolesdad
@™ SAMMUGlEN)HEWI  agf)M@mOEM)
(B,

MIGQO DAMIHB)OS CENINLMNI(H
remamlom@leow] eanm)Rmos]
AbW. apdomlomn)mmlemonsias,
aldomlando ao)awe alleid anenz
wOIFM). (asarvlawens) dloensmuaila]
adhomewlael apolceumlwad
AeDEIBBYHS cOmd @¥lafiaily @R
26U3S0) @RAMYs 3)0le9dM MIEQD
@HSs MSais] 2@20WRlEN)s anel
(3P0 BHOWIMBIET (AITEN® @RE]
(IO W,

snidenolom ssdmenvodmy qus
WS BWEBPVIBHAIBMINDD 2l
ademiemaal Al  enoWanm
MuaneIgmEmIm)  @)ewoayoal  wal
MIHBMO) MO ALBOWIMAIDDIW
allanoe  dhemz)allslansmeammos.
@emoayoal  (amlawens  aleen
oauaila] allmmyseyom “3)ais” masm
B8 B (IEBUIHED (aIUdMETBEBAE)

SI0IMODMY> BDEFa0e BREIAOW]
3).
mueamilmavlando alemianw aid

auemonl  @)sAmM)  alneEm): “agm)
datilolenwie), ap®) OIWO
Efle RMEIBUW aAJOMal®s HHILIDAI
QM &leom MSaisl @Ml
ADEMNHDAN) (AN aldbUDMIBe @RYANID
Mo OaIQIAN]. af) TMOIWILN @RGICEMI
Wl ALREIT TVIM. ~IDEMO
@es emdamas equdmilem wale
oamdolondo deMIRIAL (aICmydlalle
GeRLINge MUCAUBMAMANNIOW (A IudM
OEM. AlGHH AJOGBILNHIO) (TN
WOTUBAlORO®  @HFIN0DLe  @RTW
200 ailom)seond sdmenvodad que
&Hud gy

Oaxfyd Bodmaenuodhai mimal &)
lnimimoaim@lad alosmm) “edoTuend
eaudsni oatisOmIONMO @RAIIMWAL.
AREOMMANMD @PHTLOOMAIW] ®)S
R)dh @OM  CAEMs. @REMIVDW,
amailes 2@lalleo)rn arelemimlon
UsDRBBE MUV BIBBAN AWald
Ols CRUWDIQANIOW TVIMM> @RAIHIUD
§BUR D0QIAN)H@e GAISTN.. CRIM
¥ (S6TBASS D ENIVYEWIBE OEmD
adlemms.”

DMUMD eloneildDa]
s)m aqumadesmalol @pamInIils
M anEmINY DSHAISIANM A0S)EaNE0
a)M (alvdman. Wailas ammlmadd)
mMeE. @RAIlSSWIE MR@OHWIRLI
GH(Ba MIER0WIB MIMN200] Hag)ensy
OIS TUoneIsmEleelan) mosmeanm
@RE A DVWOWIM)  (AITVA®].  H@HITV
GANAIB Mo O)HHMI®HIM m)seaBlals
DOTVEIRUE nROOWOW]. AICHM Bag)dh)

DOAH(STVOLISM  nBMIETE mlqyano
woaimuoolepn@loym). assnewao
AR BHOLMSHAIM D quolo).
CEOGMVIIWIMs D0a)) AID)ETMNE
Dady@Iat(S TVNRISMOW CMIA)
S omleods] pejowls ao) canlen
99IVUMId: TVsALISMWOW MGR0” alg
and e swmle qudlml. mioud
MM (AUBMEDIN]  aldln0dD. @0
SMIM 0axyMd (alWwomaLT] Jmeod
PVS)Om) MSOMD (WnaN. aillma.
SHINIO®  Galdw].

el @oad emasidailomn @oels
HDIF] DMAHYB LOWIMDOW CLID:
TUDIWIMs  HIMIAL  HOEM) M@)o
@) (RaIBOe20090 RETBIET
ARYO-ElaNHWs alm®oa. @Al
MOIMs  Bnf) )R aH (STV."2ISM )
oeioml Mlolan)am) @onisama. @pail
5o  MIQADIWMWIEM)  (aldhSHO
ST Haf)d:y00aH (STVALISMHD
@ AInamlal10HoMEam)  MIEqd
CnlDEN8s HOTUMIS; Ve TR @0
608) HOHWSANIMND. DD DD AW
mloaw mudlelalevsaunm’. muyans
mlen. milwnsellcaosmlen. (woles
cnﬂenemgdoo MOUDIT TVADWIMs OO
alleaneemlanio arslomeno ayal
wya® mlenileileleayam).

Daf)HY0IH(SMVOLISMAW aBA®
#lene alwoml@ (indommanrans
DO GRIDGHUDSMdhud D 2JOUDA®]
cWIRS DemABM)  (aaldom]a9) @
@O  EANINUUNY.. DSMS] MIdGD
DB (2 IGROM) DM} 3D ) ®]
@RAITLOMIafla)) TUAIWIMs VUNIAI]
AN GHWo GAlEMa.

5. «22) @13
° ) 2 QY

ce2demeilavs @xyomi




l

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Grace to you and peace from God, our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

In many places around the world people are preparing
for the start of a new millennium; some are apprehensive,

% others full of hope. For us Christians the beginning of

the new millennium marks the 2000th anniversary of
the year of Lord Jesus Christ and we must prepare
Jjoyfully for the celebrations. ""Do not be afraid, for
see - I am bringing you good news of great joy'' (Luke
2:10)- the angel's words are fitting for this special
birthday.

And this is also the message we must give to all those
who are looking towards this new millennium with
feelings of uncertainty or even of fear. Apocalyptic and
sectarian notions are flourishing at the present time. But
it is also a time when many people are open to new ideas
and eager for direction and reassurance. To those who

are anxious, to those who have questions we say: this I

new year, too, will be a "year of the Lord":

traditions and cultures. God's Spirit will help us together
to speak to the world about "God's deeds of power” (Acts
2:11) and to tell all people of Christ's promise
"Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age"
(Mathew 28: 20)

Dr Agnes Abuom, Nairobi, KS, United States of America

Rev. Kathryn Bannister, Bison, KS, United States of
America

Rt. Rev. Jabez L. Bryce, Suva, Fiji

H.E. Metr. Chrysostomos of Ephesus, Athens, Greece

H.H. Ignatius Zakka 1 Iwas, Damascus, Syria

Dr. Kang Moon-Kyu, Seoul, Korea

Bishop Federico J. Pagura, Rosario, Argentine

Bishop Eberhardt Renz, Stuttgart, Germany ®

The Divine Food ;

No food is needed for a dead body. We eat food to |
sustain life in our flesh. Blood carries nourishment to the

DL ; ivi el the body bec ic. Similarly,
-a year that is given (o us by the One who holds time I living cells and the body becomes energetic. Simi arly ourl

and space in his hands and who gives us the earth and all |

its fruits;

-a year for which we are accountable before God. We
must heed the critical questions that people are asking
and repent. It is true, we have not done enough to
overcome our divisions. We have not shown forth the

peace of Jesus Christ clearly enough for the world to see. I

-a "year of the Lord" also means that the God of the

* Bible is the one true Lord. All other authorities and powers [l

spirit (inner man) also needs nourishment so as to bcl
energetic and active. The WORD is the food for the spirit.
Only with prayer, a man of 'life' can activate another person

I with the word - food. i

The divine food, WORD was first given to the Son by ||
the Father and in turn it reached us. This food we have
received from the Son are really spirit and eternal lifc.l
Actually, this WORD was with God and the WORD was
God. In him was life, .See, how precious our life is? We
know all these, still we are mistaken owing to lack of I

that seck to enslave us must yield before God and, because I knowledge of scriptures or the power of God. |

God is Lord, nation and race, money and ideology can §

never have dominion over us.

Just six months ago delegates from our churches
gathered in Harare for the World Council's 8th Assembly,
with the theme "Turn to God - Rejoice in Hope". In the
name of our churches they re-echoed a phrase from the

Jesus, while giving His Father's food narrated the
importance of PRAYER also. He said, "Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into temptation”. " Always pray and not
faint", (Luke 21 : 36.) Our body wherein spirit and lifel
dwell is also benefited from prayer. Even if we pray
incessantly, that will not suffice. That much of prayer- needs ||

message of the first Assembly in Amsterdam fifty years [ are there for praying people. Any way, we all need a praying |

ago, reaffirming that "We intend to stay together'.

] mind. The Lord will be pleased to grant this to those whol

And together we shall also move forward into this | desire and seek. §

new millennium, trusting in God's Spirit, the Spirit of

Pentecost. God's Spirit will guide us and help us to

understand one another better despite our different \
----—-_—_---

| WORD IS INEVITABLE : PRAYER IS UNAVOIDABLE. |

- M.C. Johney |
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The new Methodist Worship

Book recently brought out in Britain

tries to "do justice to God". In one of

the nine communion services
included in it, God is addressed as
= "Our Father and Mother", officially
for the first time. The secretary of the
Church's Faith and Order committee

said: "For centuries God has been

referred to exclusively as Father. But ~

God is not a person. God is a Spirit,
and God is beyond gender. Exclusive
male imgaery doesn't do justice to
God".

In that brief quotation the word
God is used five times. That is
because we can no longer use
personal pronouns: he or she will not
do justice to God.

The nine communion services are
to enable congregations to choose
what they want and are comfortable
with. The book contains services for
seasons of the church year: Advent,
Christmas, Lent and Passiontide,
Easter, and Pentecost. The book is
big, three times longer that the
Methodist Service Book published in
1975 - though the church membership
has dwindled during the period. It is
often pointed out that there are fewer
Methodists in Britiain now, and
fewer Protestants in France, than
Muslims.

The new book also tries to do
justice to human beings as they are.
Where the older version of the
marriage service asserts that marriage
is a life - long union, the revised one
says, less categorically, that it should

"For centuries
God has been referred to

exclusively as Father.
But God is not a person.

God is a Spirit,
and God is beyond gender.

Exclusive male imgaery
doesn't do justice to

God".

be one. That surely is more sensible
in a situation where over 60% of
Methodist marriages in Britain
involve one, sometimes two,
divorcees. Brides are no longer
"given away". The bride and groom
are now "presented for marriage".

The new book also contains a
funeral service for a still -born child
and one to be used when we hear of
the death of somebody close to us.
The next edition, if ever there will
be one, is likely to contain services
for divorce and for same - sex
marriages which are already in
place in a few western countries.
And it is quite possible that secular
ceremonies will take over from
Christian sacraments. The Baby -
Naming Society in Britain, for
example, is a response to the general
decline of baptisms. Instead of
Christening in church, during the
baby - naming function at home, the
parents "promise to try to love and to
be patient" with their child, "neither
demanding too little nor expecting
too much".

Prof. T. K. Thomas, Bangalore

Whether addressed as male or
female, can God get a chair at a
university? I must confess [ had never
thought of that. But Prof. Mshigeni,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Namibia, has given il considerable
thought. He is convinced that God
doesn't stand much of a chance.
Because "God has only produced one
major publication. It carried no
references and was not published in
a properly refereed journal. There is
some doubt whether he wrote it all
himself. The international scientific
community has found it very difficult
(almost impossible) to replicate the
results of his works."

All that may well be true. Butitis
still rather sad that God cannot even
teach theology at a university. That
calls for people who can talk about
God objectively and write about God
with a great many footnotes and cross
references.
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““A new word has been creeping
into the Christian vocabulary in the las!
few years- FOLLOWERSHIP", says
Selwyn Hughes, in the recent issue ol
“Every Day with Jesus™

He goes on to say - "Believing that
Jesus is the Saviour of the world is one
thing, obeying him is another. Believ-
ing is a spectator sport, following is
what makes you a player. Indeed, fol-
lowing is where the cost of commitment
becomes evident. I am convinced that
if the world is to see who Jesus is, and
what Christianity is all about, a new
breed of followers must emerge."

"Followership is the primal call of
authentic Christianity" syas Joseph
Stowell, another contemporary evange-
list and scholar.

"Then Jesus said to his disciples: "If
anyone wants to come with me, he must
forget self, carry his cross and follow
me". Jesus was quite clear about what
he expected from his followers. We see
the same clear statement at least in four
places in the gospels.Some Christians
have a tendency to see our personal dif-
ficulties and sickness as crosses we bear.
But it is quite clear from the New Tes-
tament that by 'cross' Jesus meant only
the suffering and travail we come across
when we seriously take up the respon-
sibility of working for the kingdom of
God. The disciples understood what
Jesus meant. Paul's physical suffering
(or disease) was mentioned by him as
only a 'thorn in the flesh'. When Jesus
was confronted with disease, He always
provided healing. To people who were
hungry, He gave food. He never saw jus-
tification for such suffering. But He
showed the example of welcoming suf-
fering and even death on the cross in
the pursuit of spreading the Gospel of
the Kingdom; and revealed by His res-
urrection from the dead, that God the
Father is in control and that our suffer-
‘ng and death on our crosses by follow-
ing Jesus' example will contribute to the
establishment of the kingdom. In this
respect, very few of the so - called fol-
lowers of Christ are real followers, bear-
ing their crosses. The churches and in-
dividual christians make compromises
alevery step to avoid the cross. We have
invented theological explanations for
such evasion of the cross. Without the
cross, Christianity is no different from
any other religion. Jesus came with the
unique message that God is love; God's
love is beyond our sense of justice; and

C.John Mathai

Our episcopal heads and leaders follow the pattern of

authority and pomp similar to Roman emperors.

Servanthood is only in words. We litigate and fight for

all sorts of things and rely on the State to settle disputes

in churches, and between churches.

Prayer life and waiting on God are being purched out

by other activities and crowded schedules.

that God is a Father who really suffers
for us. The only way to manage the af-
fairs of God's creation successfully, is
to accept the method of love - love that
is prepared to be crucified - and to ap-
ply it in practice in all our dealings.

Selwyn Hughes continues the study
on followership by dealing with ten
characteristics of Jesus, that we must
follow.

(1) Servanthood (2) Readiness to
forgive injuries (3) Single - mindedness
(4) Joy (5) Poise in the midst of pres-
sure and antagonism (6) Ability to turn
negatives into positives (7) Ability to
unfold the nature of God to the people
with whom we come into contact (8)
Ability to see potential in people (9)
Courage (10) Constant communion with
the Father.

These characteristics are not at all
evident in churches and christian groups
at present. Our episcopal heads and
leaders follow the pattern of authority
and pomp similar to Roman emperors.
Servanthood is only in words. We liti-
gate and fight for all sorts of things and
rely on the State to settle disputes in
churches, and between churches. No-
body considers evangelism as our pri-
mary responsibility. Prayer life and
waiting on God are being purched out
by other activities and crowded sched-
ules. In this situation, there is great need
to focus our thoughts on 'followership'
in Kerala churches also.

It does not need great organisations
or ecclesiastical support and approval.
The effort can start in small groups.
There who are concerned about this
aspect can meet together to discuss how
they can be real followers of Christ in
their day -to- day life. In the present situ-
ation of competitive rivalry, corruption
and quest for unlimited material

progress, the problems will appear be-
yond solution. But if we meet together
for God's guidance, with the Bible as
our guide, I feel sure that problems will
not be unsurmountable. We need not be
great theologians for that. After all,
Jesus selected as his disciples, very or-
dinary people, and they proved to be
equal to the great task. It needs only
willingness and dedication on our part.

It is gratifying that many such
groups are meeting in different parts of
the world, trying to put into practice
christian standards in their daily life. For
example: In Singapore, a large number
of 'cell - groups’ have evolved from the
background of Baptist churches. In
Europe and America, in addition to
small groups of lay people meeting
regularly, there are groups of christian
scholars exercising over the relevance
of christianity to world problems. We
should be thank(ul that in Kerala also,
there are many prayer groups - some
inter-denominational and without
ecclesiastical leadership. But, I wonder
whether any of them are exercised over
the applicability of christianity in our
day - to day - life, and in the solution of
all the problems in our social and po-
litical life also. We will be effective in
our evangelism only if we can intelli-
gently apply christianity in our ev-
eryday life, and demonstrate how
Christ is our leader, and we are His
true followers. Educated christian
youth have a great responsibility in this.
They can follow the study and discus-
sions going on in other parts of the
world through the Internet and other
media, and share it with fellow- Chris-
tians here. 'New Vision,' I hope, will
prove to be a great avenue of service in
this process. Py
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Is this the beginning or the end? I
wonder! Are we ripping apart the very
fabric of society by destroying basic
human values that form the warp and
the weft of everyday life?

Where has Love gone?

Why am I alive, if all I can think
about is my family, my relatives, my
religion and my community?

Why do I learn and amass a num-
ber of degrees, if all I can teach, write
and speak is about intolerance, fanati-
cism and a strange kind of fascism?

Why am I an expert in Science
and Technology, if all T can design and
manufacture are weapons of war and
destruction?

Why am I in Trade and Com-
merce, if my business results in exploit-
ing the poor for my gains?

Why am [ a leader, if all I can do
is churn out false promises to gullible
masses and thrive on corruption and
deception?

Why am I a Christian, if all T can
do is silently watch the world go by?

Why am I an Indian, if I cannot
harmonise and blend peacefully within
the mosaic of varying cultures, religions
and languages that add substance,
colour and dynamism to the Indian sub-
continent?

Why am I a Woman, if I cannot
make the most of my womanhood to
inculcate values and sound principles
in my children and in the people with
whom I interact?

Questions, questions galore! When-
ever in dilemma, I always try to analyse
by putting questions to myself, and from
these hard-hitting questions, the pattern
that emerges is that-

It is the individual who is the back
bone of the nation, the pivot of all so-
cial activity. Therefore, it should be the
mind-set of the individual that has (o
change in order to bring about peace
and communal harmony. And if it is the
Individual, who has to change? Then
the instrument of change, can very well
be a woman, because, it is the mother,
who is the first person her child comes
into contact with!

From that emotional moment when
the child reaches across for the reassur-
ing presence of its mother, the child
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It is the individual who is the back bone of the nation,

the pivot of all social activity. Therefore, it should be

the mind-set of the individual that has to change

in order to bring about peace and

communal harmony.
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starts learning and absorbing all that he
can from the mother. The mother helps
that little bundle of mystery. that little
child, to grow into a big mature person,
who can handle life and help others also.
Thus the mother makes a contribution
not only to another life, but also to fu-
ture generations.

What a tremendous responsibility
God has entrusted us with! we are build-
ers of character, we are entrusted with
the responsibility of setting the whole
gamut of human responses in the right
perspective - we mould society - we
build TOMORROW, TODAY'!

Then why don't we turn our atten-
tion to this task with prayerful care?.
Surely we need the grace of God and
profound understanding to handle Gods'
children?. We need to build the edifice
of the life of our children on the foun-
dation of sound values and love for
peace, not forgetting that on life's road
"we are not islands unto ourselves”- we

have to travel along with myriads of

people helping one another, respecting
each other, understanding the cultural,

religious and linguistic sentiments of

others, so that we live together in har-
mony and yet, preserve the rich tradi-
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tions of each sub - culture.

Years ago, when the WCC-NCCI
conducted a consultation on "Christian
education in a Multi-faith society",
Christian educators from various de-
nominations agreed that if children were
taught to understand and respect the
tenets of another religion, then, it would
be an investment in the furture. It would
guarantee fruitful returns, in terms of
"Peaceful Tomorrows".

The level at which such education
should be introduced and "how much"
of it has to be introduced, in order to
get a comprehensive overview of other
religions, was decided on. The Sunday
School texts, incorporating these les-
sons are ready and samples were dis-
tributed to all Churches in India by the
NCCL By this we hope that, when the
children reach the cross-roads of life,
they will make the right choices that
help them to maintain an equilibrium
of peace and harmony, that they will cast
their vote for peace instead of conflict.

Thus we see that as mothers, edu-
cators, professionals or businessmen we
are called to be good role-models, char-
acter builders, counsellors and doves
with the Olive branch. @
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o God created man and tald htm._ you wrll be man, rhe onlv ratwna!
o s Bemg oﬁ this earth, vou will use your m:eihgence to control other
' ' Animals, you will dominate the world and you will live for 20 years'
 The man answered: ‘God , I will be man, but living 20 years is not enough.
 Why don't you give me the 30 years that the donkey refused the 15 years
That the dog did not want, and the 10 years that monkey refused?

That was what God did, and since then, man lives 20 years like a man, then
He gets married and spends 30 years like a donkey, working and carrying the
Load on his back, then when his children leave, spends 15 years like a dog,
Looking after the house and eating whatever is given to him, then he gets
Old, retires, and spends 10 years like a monkey jumping from house to house
Or from children to children doing silly things to amuse the grand children.

Jacob Mathew, Chennai
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K. JACOB SAMUEL

The recent “incidents of violence
against the minorities and the poor” have
contributed in no small measure to the
flocking together of all the Indian
Churches of all hues and colours, back-
grounds, cultures and languages demon-
strating to the world that the Indian Church
is capable of rising as one man when the
need arose. Itis also in the fitness of things
that the Church is celebrating 20 centuries
of the Church in India.

The Indian Church should be grateful
to the Lord for the “extremist and funda-
mentalist ideology™ for bringing about a
semi-balance of unity at the fag end of the
20th Century. This is a turning point in the
annals of history of the Indian Church. At
this turning pint it is imperative that the
Indian Church takes up an in-depth intro-
spection of its programmes, strategies and
activities vis-a-vis its aims and objectives.
It has to necessarily consider whether reli-
gious conversion is a major objective rather
than preaching the gospel to make people
know of Christ. His incarnation, love for
humanity, His death on the Cross and res-
urrection and proclaim that Christ came
into the world for the entire mankind.

The Indian Church has been respected
by the entire country for its contribution
to the development of the country, mainly
in the fields of health and education. In-
dia is known for its respect for all reli-
gions and religious tolerance. If there
arose a recent upsurge against the
Church, it needs to be examined as to
where exactly the shoe pinches. The
Church has to necessarily find out whether
the so called “forced conversion™ is a fact
and whether it constitutes a major reason
for the present hostility.

In this context we have to look at the
provisions in the Constitution of India.
Article 25 (1) of the Indian Constitution
reads: “Subject to public order, morality
and health and other provisions of this part
(Part -11) all persons are equally entitled
to freedom of conscience and the right to

freely profess, practise and propagate the
religion” Mr Alladi Kuppuswamy, former
Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High

Court says that the Constitution clearly em-
powers a person to preach his own reli-
gion and shifted from Christ to the cru-
sade leader. Adoration of the creature
rather than the Creator has become very
conspicuous. This apart, both Christians
and non-Christians ask, “Where do all
these money come from?” Obviously from
“the land of milk and honey”. And it be-
comes milk and honey to those selected
few.

Serious introspection is needed with
regard to the role of the ecclesiastical as
well as lay leaders in the changing Indian
socio, political and religious scenario.

S

Similarly, a serious re-thinking is needed
about the vestment of the episcopacy par-
ticularly, except that of the Protestant
churches.

The Indian Church is now asked to
furnish the account of its stewardship of
the two millennia. Shock treatments are
good at times to shake off the slumber.
The Indian Church should be able to
transform the present challenge into an
opportunity. And this great responsibil-
ity is cast on the leadership, both ecclesi-
astical and lay. Perhaps the most powerful
gospel ever preached in India came from
Mrs. Gladys Staines when her husband Mr
Graham Stewart Staines and two sons were
brutally murdered in Manoharpur village
of Orissa.

(The author is on the Faculty of Loyola Insti-
tute of Business Administration, Loyola College
Chennuai) ]
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FAMILY & YOUTH CONFERENCE

~ (Regions IV and V)
Sponsored by:

THE CSI COUNCIL OF NORTH AMERICA

Theme: Spirituality in today’s context
Dates: 22 - 25 July 1999
Venue: Hyatt Regency Hotel, Lisle, Chicago, IL
. Leaders:
THE MOST REV. WILLIAM MOSES (Moderator, Church of South India)
THE RT. REV. K. MICHAEL JOHN (Former Bishop of CSI East Kerala Diocese)
THE RT. REV. DR. J. W. GLADSTONE (Bishop of CSI South Kerala Diocese)
L MMrBislmsrrummmaswmlnsnrmmrsalaylmaJ

Your prayers and participation are solicited.

AN I A Y
NAAC accreditation for UC College

The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) of the University Grants Commission has
rated the Union Christian College, Aluva, as an institution with 'five star' grade.

The five - star accreditation is the highest rating by the NAAC, which is an autonomous institution of
the UGC. The accreditation was based on the report of a Peer Team assessment covering seven criteria like
curricular aspects; teaching, learning and evaluation, research, consultancy and extension; infrastructure

b and learning resources etc.

The Peer Team praised the 'high standards of teaching - learning’ there. The promotion and maintenance
k'of research culture are strong in some departments while the record of extension activities is creditable, the
Peer Team noted. The team found the Alumni Association 'the singularly strong point of the college'.

The 78-year-old UC College is affiliated to the Mahatma Gandhi University and currently has twelve
undergraduate and eight postgraduate courses.

(THE HINDU)

- IR R e TR T

d The Student Christian Movement, Kerala region is in search of a programme secretary. Graduates below 30
years of age, who are committed to christian mission and are prepared to work among students along with a team may
i write with full details. SCM background, ecumenical involvement and theological studies preferred. Please write to :-

Prof Joseph Thomas, Convener, Search Committee
Henry Baker College, Melukavumattom, Kottayam - 686 652,

e ——
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Annual contribution
Contribution per copy

: Rs.50/-
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