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My heart aches. I say why are
our memories so short? Have our
Jewish sisters and brothers forgotten
their humiliation? Have they forgotten
the collective punishment, the home
demolitions, in their own history so
®on? Have they turned their backs
on their profound and noble religious
traditions? Have they forgotten that
God cares deeply about the down-
trodden?

In our struggle against apartheid
the great supporters were the Jewish
people. They almost instinctively had
to be on the side of the disenfranchised,
of the voiceless ones, fighting
injustice, oppression and evil. I have
continued to feel strongly with the
Jews. I believe Israel has a right to
secure borders. What is not so
understandable, not justified, is what
it did to another people to guarantee
its existence. I've been very deeply
distressed in my visit to the Holy Land;
it reminded me so much of what
happened to us black people in South

~yAfrica. I have seen the humiliation of

the Palestinians at checkpoints,
suffering like us when young white
police officers prevented us from
moving about. On one of my visits to
the Holy Land I drove to a church with
the Anglican bishop in Jerusalem. I
could see tears in his voice as he
pointed to Jewish settlements.

Israel will never get true security
and safety through oppressing another
people. True peace can ultimately be
built only on justice. We condemn the
violence of suicide bombers. We also
condemn the violence of military
incursions in the occupied lands, and
the inhumanity that won't let
ambulances reach the injured. The
military action of recent days, I predict

prevail. Those who are powerful
have to remember the litmus test
that God gives to them; what is
your treatment of the poor, the

Injustice and oppression will never

hungry and the voiceless? And on
the basis of that, God passes

judgement.

with certainty, will not provide the
security and peace Israelis want; it will
only intensify the hatred. Israelis have
three options; revert to the previous
stalemated situation; exterminate all
Palestinians; or strive for peace based
on withdrawal from all the occupied
territories, and the establishment of a
viable Palestinian State on those
territories side by side with Israel.

We in South Africa had a relatively
peaceful transition. If our madness
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world. If peace could come to South
Africa, surely it can come to the Holy
Land. But you know that somehow the
Israeli government is placed on a
pedestal and to criticise it is to be
immediately dubbed anti-Semitic, as if
the Palestinians were not Semitic. I am
not even anti-White, despite the
madness of that group. And how did it
come about that Israel was collabo-
rating with the apartheid government
on security measures? People are
scared in the US to say wrong is
wrong, because the Jewish lobby is
very powerful. Well, so what? For
goodness sake, this is God’s world! We
live in a moral universe. The apartheid
government was very powerful, but
today it no longer exists. Hitler,
Mussolini, Stalin, Pinochet, Milosevic,
and Idi Amin were all powerful, but in
the end they bit the dust. Injustice and
oppression will never prevail. Those
who are powerful have to remember the
litmus test that God gives to them; what
is your treatment of the poor, the hungry
and the voiceless? And on the basis of
that, God passes judgement. We
should put out a clarion call to the
government of the people of Israel, to
the Palestinian people and say: peace
based on justice is possible. We will
do all we can to assit you to achieve
this peace, because it is God's dream,
and you will be able to live amicably
together as sisters and brothers.
(The writer is the former Archbishop of
Cape Town and Chairman of South Africa’s
Truth and Reconciliation Commission)
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He never wrote a book.
He never held an office.
He never had a family or owned a house.
He didn’t go to college.

He had no credentials but himself.

He never travelled more than 200 miles from the place he was born.
He did not none of the things one usually associates with greatness.

He was only 33 when public opinion turned against him, his friends deserted him.
He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. |

ONE SOLITARY LIFE

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.
He grew up in still another village where he worked in a carpenter shop until he was 30.
Then for three years he was an itinerant preacher.

He was nailed to a cross between twao thieves.

gt

s eadlenmduilad &)5les)es Bamaile:o
= )OI NBION®:000 MOWE:UB

When he was dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on earth.
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When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he s the central figure of the human race,

the leader of mankind's progress. All the Army that ever marched, all the Navy that ever sailed,

all the Parliaments that ever sat, all the Kings that ever reigned, put together, have not

affected the life of man on earth as much as that One Solitary Life. DO YOU KNOW WHOHEIS?
(awthor unknown)
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CHURCH AFFAIRS

The modern church
has derailed from its track.
Worldly influence as well
as affluence have cor-
roded its vitality and
vigour deteriorating it
into the status of a mere
organisation. It is there-
fore appropriate to reflect
on what the church
should be and what it is
now.

We have more drive
and less tithes: We have
the drive to put up tow-
ers in order to show our
prestige; the drive to stay
in power for long, and the
drive to amass material
possessions. At the same
time, we are not led by the
principle of tithing com-
menced by Abraham,
continued by Jacob, con-
firmed by Moses, com-
manded by Malachi and

THE CHURC
FROM ITS TRACK!

H DERAILS

In the last days people will
turn away from listening to
truth and wander away to
myths. But the Bible says
that we should bear one
another’s burdens, thus
fulfilling the Law of Christ;
Christ is the master bur:
den-bearer. Jesus declared
“come unto me, all those
who are weary and heavy-
laden; I will give you rest”
(Matt. 11:28). Instead of
bearing the burdens of
others, we become a bur-
den for others.

We are more jealous
. than zealous: Our heart is
saturated with jealousy
and from there proceeds
envy, pride, slander, deceit
tc. We are not at peace
with our brethren and with
God. But Apostle Paul
says- “Put away all bitter-
neSs, wrath, anger, wran-

17

commended by Jesus. L

REV. DR. K.V. SIMON

gling and slander and be

The early christians had
an open mind, open hand and open
heart. They had also an open house
for the service of the Lord, which we
are lacking nowadays.

We have more factions and less
actions: Christian Churches are di-
vided into various factions-Syrians,
Antiochians, Anglicans, Reformists,
Congregationalists, Episcopalians etc.
The present factionism in the Kerala
Churches is most disheartening. We
are devoid of actions of commitment,
expression of compassion and christian
values. We are projecting ourselves
instead of Christ, against His command
- “let your light shine before men that
they may see your good deeds and glo-
rify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5: 16).

We have more shirkers than work-
ers: As Christians, we are shirkin g our
responsibility of loving one another,
preaching the Good News and bearing
fruit. We are almost like the dried fig
tree which is of no use. By shirking
today’s task, you are increasing
tomorrow’s burdens. But the master of
the vineyard is demanding for work-
ers. Are we prepared to hear the call of
God to get appointed in His vineyard?

We have more human agenda than
God'’s plans : We build great corpora-
tions and become corporation manag-
ers. We collect lot of money and be-

come Economic Agents rather than
God'’s agents of mission. In other words
we have become agents of ‘ADB’ -
Authority, Deception, and Bifurcation
among God’s people. Christian leaders
preach themselves, project themselves
and propose plans and agenda accord-
ing to their whims and fancies. We con-
struct great Cathedrals and complexes
instead of building up God’s people.
When our churches fulfil the God-given
function of equipping God'’s people for
His Work, the believers will humbly
serve and care for one another, encour-
aging each other to follow Christ’s ex-
ample.

We are more playing than pray-
ing: Every christian plays different
kinds of tricks and tactics for his sur-
vival. We are not sincere in our atti-
tude, not straight in our talk, not trans-
parent in our lifestyle. We do not find
time for prayer. The Church needs
prayer warriors to stand on their knees
so that Satan may flee from our pres-
ence. Let us open our ears to God be-
fore we open our mouth to speak. The
Christian’s strongest weapon is prayer
which we have set aside in our busy
schedule of programmes.

We are more tale-bearers than
burden-bearers: We create and ma-
nipulate many stories for amusement.

tender-hearted and forgive
one another” (Eph. 4:31-32). We
should be zealous in our faith, exem-
plary in our commitment and clear in
our vision. On the other hand, if we are
Jjealous, we cannot accommodate our
brethren and hence we will desperately
fail in our mission.

We are more seeking place than
seeking grace: The history of
Christendom is always spotted with
bloody wars and crusades to capture
thrones and powers. The Churches are
divided on the basis of Apostolic suc-
cession and authority. Some claim the
throne of St. Peter while some others
that of St. Thomas. The Church heads
are pulling over the thrones, uncon-
cerned about the cross. They forget
the fact that there is no crown without
a cross. We have to seek the grace of
God which makes us able to stand
unblemish in the presence of God.

We have more feasting than fast-
ing: We find satisfaction in spending
crores of Rupees for re-modelling and
re-structuring our churches when our
weaker brethren have no place to wor-
ship. We arrange sumptuous and ex-
pensive feasts when our poor
neighbours are starving for days to-
gether. We have forgotten the discipline
of fasting and prayer. Our Lord has
instructed his followers to observe fast-
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ing and prayer in order to get victory
over Satan.

We have more fiery tongues than
tongues of fire: The believers have fi-
ery eyes ablaze at the brother; fiery
tongue intimidating the people created
in the image of God and fiery attitude
diminishing the dignity of the other
person. Today we need tongues of fire
to proclaim the Good News and make it
relevant to the present situation. Some
has described a sick church in the fol-
lowing words: “A church which has
lost its balance, its blessing, vigour,
unity, zeal and fellowship.”

Obviously, a sick church cannot
carry out the mission which the Lord
has entrusted to it. Let us therefore
cling to the cross for forgiveness and
renewal and pray that God’s Holy Spirit
may quicken and revitalize us to stand
up and march as soldiers of the Cross.

(The writer is Vicar, St. Thomas
Mar Thoma Church, Punnavely)
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[ wish to commend and support the
protest against the official sanction ac-
corded by the CSI Madhya Kerala Dio-
cese for taking bribes in the recruitment
of teachers in its educational institu-
tions. This is a direct assault on Chris-
tian ethics maintained in upright
schools and colleges of the Diocese.
Isn’t it true that love of wealth is
squeezing out merit and fairness in re-
gard to appointments and admissions?
The present protests may turn to be a
cry in the wilderness as commer-
cialisation of education gallops ahead
everwhere but one must have the cour-
age to call a spade, a spade. I should
congratulate the magazine for expos-
ing such brazen corruption and provid-
ing a mirror to reflect the ugly face of
the church.

Varkey M. Cherian, Chennai
L

The decision of the.CSI Madhya
Kerala Diocese to levy an appreciable
sum for appointment of teachers in its
schools and colleges amounts to sell-
ing teaching posts and this will have
far-reaching adverse effects. Economi-

cally backward members of the Diocese
will never get chance of securing a
teaching post in the colleges run by it.
‘Non-CSI’ could also mean Hindus and
Muslims, and this may lead to further
problems. Maybe there are a number
of non-christian candidates who can
donate more than the prescribed sum
and what could be done in such a situ-
ation? The Executive Committee may
even decide to auction to the highest
bidder all future appointments in the
various categories. May I hope that the
Executive Committee will reconsider its
decision and withdraw it at the earliest.

Dr. K. M. George, Punnavely
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SEMINAR

Under the joint auspices of the Ecu-
menical Christian Institute, Bangalore
and TMAM Research & Orientation
Centre, Manganam, an inter-faith Na-
tional Seminar was conducted in Sep-
tember. Dr. Felix Sugirtharaj. Rev. Dr. M.
J. Joseph, Dr. Jagadeesh Gandhi, Dr.
Abraham Karikkam, Dr. Pushparajan,
Rev. Dr. Jacob Kurian, Dr. Sarojini
Henry, Mr. Abdul Rahman and Rev. Dr.
K. G. Pothen presented papers on vari-
ous topics.

mm

(@) alBRISHSNNAT

(alm)el omwlwmyo @RWOIEN) S
(alu0I M @10 Dal26mMI MIAL 0
‘aduomoe’ 2omild: al®oWlalo)Row (Uol.
], algnER00MH9)0)a] (82) ERADE)).
TLOmUNOM ERWLD ald @AIIAM,
HEMIVLAB HNDEOHMD BIal MADY
w)es ooadiSEl®m @paRdal, dialal]

22 W MAlosud 2004 W M A3 6aDID A atemiler erutBny’




»

}4mighty God, give me strength to stand for

the truth, to do the right according to my light; to be

L 2 justand generous in all my dealings with my fellow-
s men.

Let not an angry or unkind word or an unsympa-
thetic look pass from me which might hurt the feel-
ings of others in any way.

Keep me free from envy and hatred, and fill my
heart with love and goodwill.

Make me, O Lord, a vehicle of hope and faith
scattering sunshine and happiness before all those
with whom I come inte contact in my passage
through life.
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