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(gn one of C.P.Snow’s novels
about Cambridge college life, a rather
ill-tempered college meeting is grinding
towards a close, and a vote has to be
taken. The outcome by this time is
.obvious. The only question is how

“large the majority will be. The chairman

appeals to Winslow, one of the most
eloquent spokesmen of the minority,
although the matter at issue doesn’t
much concern him. Will he change his
vote? With his usual elegant sarcasm,
Winslow replies, ‘Certainly, Master, I
am always happy to lend my name to
an appearance of meaningless
unanimity.’

To appeal to or speak in the name
of unity in the Church is very easily
capable of slipping into the search for
an appearance of meaningless
unanimity. Unity has become a flaccid
word, a default option, a denial of pain
and work and real difference. No one
can speak against it, it is a motherhood
and apple-pie concept; and this means
that no one much wants to speak for it

_ either. But we are told in the epistles

that the hidden purpose of God, finally
and amazingly laid bare to us, is 10
unite all things in heaven and earth in
Jesus Christ; and that this purpose is
already being realised by the Holy
Spirit in the present life of the Church.
Heaven and earth have been estranged,
incapable of communicating. But
something has happened which
changes heaven and earth. Heaven, the
realm where angels live only to praise
God, is laid open to human beings. They
can bring their flawed and stumbling
words into the angels’ perfect song
without fear or shame. ‘Therefore with
angels and archangels.....” we say,
acknowledging that heaven’s harmony
can accommodate even our untrained
and raucous voices. And earth is
altered for ever: there are no corners
of our human world where praise
cannot be offered, no place too dark
for God’s glory to find some reflection.

“To unite all things in him’: this
unity is achieved by and through that
action by which God brings us into
fellowship with himself, the cross of
Jesus which makes our peace with God
and one another. So unity appears as
the fruit of an inexpressible cost, the
self-emptying of God the Word; and
the bearing of that cost unites by
changing, by opening heaven and

To unite
all things in Him,
things in heaven

and

things on earth.

Dr. ROWAN WILLIAMS

what seems a curse. Each member of
the Body is gifted for the sake of all
others: break the unity of the
community and you will never receive
what God has for you in the life of the
other. Paul’s fierce challenges to his
churches leave us with no illusions
about this being easy. To abide in unity
through the sort of savage quarrels he
describes is absolutely not the soft
option. The Apollos party and the
Cephas party in Corinth, or the rigorists
about food laws in Romans would all
have a much nicer time if they retreated

converting earth. Unity here is not
consensus or tactical alliance or denial.
It is renewed life, given in the passion
of Christ. Living in the Church is living
in the aftermath of this divine event,
living in a landscape where the barriers
between heaven and earth are down,
and the barriers between human beings
are down. Here and now-and very
especially when we meet for the
Eucharist-we inhabit this new
landscape. But if we turn to the epistles,
above all the Roman and Corinthian
letters, what do we see of this new life?
Passionate party spirit (‘I belong to
Paul, I belong to Apollos’); moral
confusion (It is actually reported that
there is immorality among you'),
bitterness and superiority ("Why do
you despise your brother?’; You gladly
bear with fools, being wise yours-
elves!’), ignoring the needs of the
disadvantaged (‘You despise the
church of God and humiliate those who
have nothing”). The actual common life
of the communities to which Paul writes
falls a little short of anything that looks
convincingly like a foretaste of heaven
and earth in harmony.

So what is striking is that Paul
appeals for unity not as a way of
denying conflict or smoothing over the
surface but because the conflicts and
failures of the churches are the
opportunity for wresting a gift out of

into their separate enclaves. But, as Paul
puts it in both Romans and
1 Corinthians, to do this is would be to
forget that they are there in the first
place because Christ died for them all.

The challenge of Paul's gospel
appears most radically at this point. The
irreducible facts about the brother or
sister are that Christ died for them and
that the Spirit wants to give something
through them. To cling to unity is to
cling to those convictions, especially
when everything in us cries out for
separation. Or, in plain words, unity is
a gospel imperative to just the extent
that we find it hard. Unity is a gospel
imperative when we recognise that it
opens us to change, to conversion;
when we realise how our life with Christ
is somehow bound up with our
willingness to abide with those we think
are sinful and those we think are stupid.
A community where people don’t care
about the effects of their actions or
where people are preoccupied
constantly with the conditions under
which they will stay in touch with each
other is one in which what I earlier
called the pain and the work and the
real difference that we can see in the
churches to which Paul wrote are being
forgotten. A New Testament Church is
one in which unity is seen as vital
precisely because it invites us to
struggle for blessing as we wrestle with
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a stranger. If someone else stands with
me claiming the promises of Christ,
then, for St. Paul, my first assumption
must always be that in unity-in
conversation and struggle, agreement,
argument, shared praise-I shall receive
from them something of Christ. The
gospel, of course, prompts thoughts
of other kinds of peace and unity. It is
the same King Herod who, later in the
gospel narrative, achieves a kind of
reconciliation with Pilate when they
Jjoin in the rejection and condemnation
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of Jesus. There is indeed a unity born
of cowardice-as plenty of people are
willing to remind us; and Herod’s
execution of the Baptist is no doubt
something that brings him a faintly guilt
but relieved sense that peace is
restored in the palace. Jesus arises to
disturb his peace; and, with Pilate,
Herod will once again conspire in the
removal of Jesus for the sake of peace
and unity. And Jesus-literally-arises to
disturb the whole world’s peace for the
sake of the whole world’s salvation. for
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shouted, “I have no teeth.”

“TEETH WILL BE PROVIDED” |

An evangelist was exhorting his audience to flee from the wrath
to come. “I warn you,” he thundered, “that there will be weeping
and wailing and gnashing of teeth!”

At this moment an old woman i

n the gallery stood up. “Sir,” she

“Madam,” retorted the evangelist, “teeth will be provided.” ’

the sake of unity between heaven and
earth. To live in His peace is to live
constantly in the presence of His call
lo be converied. It is to recognise the
immense cost of a unity that truly

brings differences into a shared praise

and to accept that it will cost us
everything. The luxury of separation
is really death; the pain of unity is
really life for us who are ‘destined and
appointed to live for the praise of His
glory’. ®
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Over the years the Indian Church
has had to face various challenges.
Inspite of many ups and downs and
various attacks of the devil, the Church
in India has grown incredibly to greater
spirituality and has accomplished
much. Yet, the 21Ist century poses
problems and pressures that are
unique to this age, leaving the church

in need of a systematic method of
This includes !
pastoral teaching, effective Sunday

Christian education.

school, weekly Bible studies and the
like. Often the role of Christian
education is not taken seriously.
However, it plays a vital role in
equipping the Church.

Christian education to train
frainers : The Bible talks much about
training the saints, which has to be
carried out in the context of the local
congregation. God has enabled many
to help His people through the Holy
Spirit. We have among us apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and
Sunday School teachers who minister
to the needs of God’s people. They,
however, require training.

Christian education and spiritual
formation : The purpose of Christian
education is to assist in the Spiritual
formation of the Church. Raising
children has become immensely
difficult in our society. Basic human
values like self-esteem, self-identity,
self-discipline and self-sacrifice are
nearly extinct. In this context, it is
extremely important to develop a
caring church. This makes Christian
Education absolutely necessary. To
build a living Church the role of the
Bible is vital,

Christian education and spiritual
growth : Today the church is required
to function as a Bible college, providing
the essential fundamental teachings of
the Bible to its own congregation.
Christian education involves the
pastors of churches and preachers to
have a pulpit strategy or a preaching
calendar to follow through the year in
the context of the church. This enables
a constructive and systematic study of
the fundamental doctrines of the Bible
that allows people to become mature
Christians.

Christian education for develop-
ing others : Biblical mentoring is an
integral part of Christian education.
Developing others has to be
reemphasized in our Christian society.
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The life of Jesus and Paul shows us
implicitly that developing people is
important in Christian ministry. In our
context, whether it is the Sunday
school teacher, the pastor, mission
leader, lay leader or teacher/preacher,
they all need to mentor others, build
relationships and become a role model.

Christian education and pluralis-
tic society : We live in a pluralisitic
society. As Christians we are naturally
tolerable, peaceful, prayerful and gentle
when we deal with others. However, we
cannot escape from Biblical exclu-
sivism. In recent years for the sake of
building up harmony and tolerance
with those of other faiths. several
concepts have emerged among
Christian theologians such as
Inclusivism (considers all religions the
same, so that their values can be
accepted to enrich our spirituality),
Exclusivism (view other faiths as totally
false, Christianity as superior to other
faiths). Interpretation (insists that
Christianity along with other faiths is
part of an evolutionary process),
Parallelism (accepts religious
pluralism as an unavoidable reality in
the life of society). In this context our
personal conviction, what we believe
and why we believe, is what fashions
the Christian education and communi-
cation. The basic responsibi- lity of
Christian education is to inform, to
Jorm, and to transform the lives of our
people.

Christian education in the pursuit
of Biblical prophecies. We are
continually witnessing world events
which corresponds with Biblical
prophecies. There is an anxious desire
to know the future. Both Christians and
non-Christians are trying to find out
through books, videos, Internet etc.
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where the world is heading to. Today,
many non-Christians are willing to hear
about the Biblical prophecies and their
fulfilment. Therefore, Christian
communicators and educators should
explain the Biblical prophecies to the
modern man.

Christian education in the
contemporary situation: Today
religious fundamentalism is growing
rapidly. Fanatic groups want to change
the Constitution of India, rewrhc
history and bring in a new educational
system. Secularism is now at stake.
Opposition against the Church has
been increasing. In such circumstances
the church through sound Christian
education can strengthen its people to
stand firm like Daniel, uncompromising
in hostile situations.

Christian education and social
issues : Qur country still Jaces many
social issues such as ethnic clashes,
riofs, racism, casteism, untouchability,
Sfemale foeticide, girl infanticide,
gender bias, dowry system, domestic
violence, child labour, illiteracy,
unemployment, poverty and AIDS.
The Christian response to all these
issues need to be addressed in our
churches as part of Christian
education.

The Church is the place where lives
can grow with a strong Christian
conviction. An effective Bible--
orientated Christian education helps
produce men in the likeness of Christ.
The Church should continually
encourage the growth of Christian
education to strengthen its people.

(The Rev. Madhusudan Das is
presently the General Secretary of CEEF],
the Christian Education wing af
Evangelical Fellowship of India. ) ¢&
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Watch your thoughts, they become WORDS.
Watch your words, they become ACTTIONS.
Watch your actions, they become HABITS.
Watch your habits, they become CHARACTER.
Watch your character, for it becomes your DESTINY.
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“......and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands.” (Is. 55:12)

India is a garden of several plants
and trees. First of all, let us take an oath
to protect and nurture them and to cel-
ebrate their identities. Bio-diversity is

i'?ncleed an expression of plurality in
human community and we need to know
the art of celebrating the bond of unity
that exists in the web of life. Let us be
humble enough to know that the trees
on the lap of Mother Earth are meant
to teach us the basics of relationship.
The roots of a tree are local entities
whereas their branches are global. The
local and the global make our pursuit
of truth to fruition.

Karnataka State was passing
through an agonizing period of draught.
There were prayers offered to the
“raingods™ all over the state. It was
indeed a gesture of one’s faith in the
benevolence of the Creator God. Com-
menting on this, Mr. T. J. S. George
wrote in the New Indian Express: “Pray
for rain, but don’t forget God is just™.
Then he laments: “In India we have

" gone about destroying forests, river
systems, our soil and air.....In every
State in India, forests are systematically
denuded.” These words of wisdom can
never be ignored. I wonder whether the
trees and the forests in India have also
started praying as follows: *O God, our
creator and sustainer, we beseech you
to bless the lions and the tigers and
even the very poisonous snakes to
beget more of their offsprings so as to
create fear among the humans when
they come to attack us.” The time has
come for us to join the wild animals in
their prayers! By felling the trees and
denuding the forests we kill the rain
cycle and ourselves. Someone has
rightly said., the third world war will be
on “water’. | have read somewhere that
in ancient times a war was waged to
capture a piece of land where aloe was
grown. The secret of the beauty of
Cleopatra was attributed to her con-
stant application of aloe on her face!
A time may come for us to conquer
tropical forests of various countries
and to transplant them on our barren
lands where the market system has
raped and murdered them. Violence
against trees and plants are on the in-
crease. In the name of forest fires, we
have also found excuses to mar the to-
pography of Mother Earth. In making
X'mas cards too, you and I fell millions

REV.DR.M. J. JOSE

of trees for making wood pulp! Reli-
gious festivals have also contributed
their share of air and water pollution in
different ways. I am sure the Creator
will not be pleased if we act against his
purpose for all living beings on this
planet. There is also a proposal to the
linking of rivers in the country. If we
listen to the inner voice, let us allow
the rivers to take their own course and
permit their freedom to submerge into
the Sea. Water in the river is meant for
all, including the trees. birds and the
animals! Fruits of the trees are also
meant for birds. The branches of the
tree are meant to be the abode of birds.
In telling a parable, Jesus compares
the kingdom of God to a mustard seed
and then speaks of the branches of the
tree giving shelter to the birds of the
air. Let us therefore be not too selfish
in killing the forests. Let us move from
an anthropocentric to a bio-centric at-
titude to life. Let us pose for a while
and ask ourselves: Would the trees
around us clap their hands? Would
they wave their hands when they meet
us on the road side? Would the birds
around us praise God at the outbreak
of the dawn?

In India, Vanamaholsava has be-
come a political gimmick. Planting of
trees is initiated without giving seri-
ous thought to their watering and ma-
nuring. One should remember the
words of a celebrated Jewish Rabbi: if
you have a sapling in your hand and
you are told the Messiah has come, first

plant the sapling and then go to greet
the Messiah. The vineyard on our cam-
pus adjacent to the dining hall is a sym-
bol of the unity of the churches in Asia
as the saplings were planted by theo-
logians from different countries in Asia.
It is indeed remarkable that they be-
long to various church traditions. We
have named it “An Ecumenical Vine-
yard”. The inter-dependence between
the humans and other living beings
on this planet, particularly between
human beings and the trees, is yet to
be recognized as a divine formula for
meeting Him in the garden of Eden.
The imagery of the New Heaven and
the New Earth sums up in the symbol
of “the tree of life” and their leaves are
prescribed for the healing of the na-
tions. :

The silence of the trees around us
are words of utterance. They speak to
us in bold language and teach us to be
patient. They manifest the patience of
Mother Earth. Rabindranath Tagore
wrote: “I asked the tree speak to me
about God. And it blossomed.” Let us
contribute our best to social amity and
ecological integrity. Let us affirm that
ecology is also a matter of faith. Let us
learn the art of branching out like a
tree and sharing the fruits of
truth,order and beauty.

(The Rev. Dr. M.J. Joseph, formerly
Principal of the Mar Thoma Theo-
logical Seminary, Kottayam, is cur-
rently the Director of ECC, Banga-
lore) *e
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I am deeply humbled by this great
honour of being elected the General
Secretary of the World Council of
Churches. I come from a culture where
this is considered not as a victory of
the individual. It is our victory, belong-
ing to all of us together, because I be-
lieve it is God’s will that I be asked to
assume this responsibility within my
calling in ecumenical ministry. It is in
that spirit that I accept this appoint-
ment because, together, we cannot fail.
Our diversity is our strength. That is
why we must safeguard the multilat-
eral space that WCC provides for
churches around the world. This is a
unique multilateral space that brings
people from churches of different tra-
ditions and histories together in a way
that no other organization in the world
can. It is therefore with profound
thanksgiving to God and to this move-
ment of the churches that I will serve
with dedication and with all my
strength, and with God helping me.

Today we live in a world we recog-
nize as a broken world; a world search-
ing for meaning in life and for security,
yet a world in which many lead mean-
ingless and insecure lives. The answer
is neither in politics nor in economics.
Nor is the answer to be found in mili-
tary might. The problem humankind is
facing today is deeply spiritual and
moral. This therefore is a huge chal-
lenge to the WCC. We will work tire-
lessly towards the healing of the world
and the restoration of the human dig-
nity of all the people of God. The chal-
lenge the world is facing today is how
to relate to one another as human be-
ings and not merely as consumers and
sellers, or as powerful and powerless.

. The historical jinjustices of preceding

centuries have come back to haunt us
in the twenty-first century. Unless and
until these underlying historical injus-
tices are resolved, it will be difficult for
everyone to feel safe in this world. As
a council of churches, we commit our-
selves to advocate for non-violent
ways of attaining justice, peace, for-
giveness and reconciliation. For the
WCC to gain the capacity to inspire
the world, we need inner strength. Our
strength lies also in our unity. As we
reiterate that WCC is first and foremost
a fellowship of churches whose primary
purpose is to call one another to vis-

TOGETHER

WE CANNOT

FAIL

REV. DR. SAMUEL KOBIA

ible unity in one faith and one eucha-
ristic fellowship, and “to advance to
that unity so that the world may be-
lieve”, we must work together and be
seen to be working together. The Com-
mon Understanding and Vision docu-
ment provided a framework within
which the members of the WCC are
enabled to reaffirm their ecumenical
vocation.

I wish to pay tribute to the outgo-
ing general secretary, my colleague and
dear friend, Dr. Konrad Raiser. Konrad
has provided strong and insightful
leadership during very difficult times,
especially in a period when we have
been facing financial problems. But,
thanks to his resolve and determina-
tion, he leaves the Council at a time
when we begin to see signs of eco-
nomic recovery for the Council.

As general secretary, I shall con-
sider myself to be the captain of the
team. Every member of the team is valu-
able because we can succeed only with

s

the participation of all. The welfare of
staff will be a high priority for me. The
work of the general secretary is not just
programme and financial management.
Even more critically, it is spiritual lead-
ership. We must seek ways of deepen-
ing the spiritual life even in the Ecu-
menical Centre community. And be-
cause this is not going to be easy, we
would want to cal! on the Central Com-
mittee to accompany us in this effort to
deepen our spirituality in our lives here
in this community. As general secre-
tary, I particularly want to believe, and
to call on this Central Committee not
Just to appoint me and leave me alone.
It is very easy to leave leaders alone. I
know this because I have been the gen-
eral secretary of the National Council
of Churches of Kenya. I know that the
higher we go, the colder it gets. Very
often, people come to you as general
secretary and expect you to support
them in every way. including emotion-
ally and spiritually. But where does the
general secretary go? Therefore, I pro-
pose that we find a mechanism, a way
to be in contact with each and every
one of you, starting with Moderator
and the officers. so that we shall walk
together. I believe that the twenty-first
century will be a century where spiritu-
ality will take centre stage in our lives.
Spiritual accompaniment, therefore,
should be what social solidarity was in
the twentieth century. My intention is
to find ways of deepening and broad-
ening spiritual accompaniment among
the WCC member churches as well as
others. It could be as simple as
churches in the Pacific or anywhere
else going down on their knees to pray
and to give prayerful support for other
churches in the US or Europe, or other
places when they find themselves in
need of that. And we will endeavour to
send “living letters™, who can be there
so that it will be people to people-heart
to heart, and not just institution to in-
stitution. T wish to conclude with an
African saying : “If you want to walk
fast, walk alone. But if you want to go
far, walk together with others.” My
prayer is that in this ecumenical move-
ment, we shall go very far. walking to-
gether, strengthening each other to ful-
fil the prayer of our Lord-that all may
be one-to the glory of the Triune God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. ¢ ¢
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The keenly-awaited verdict is
pronounced at last. The trial judge has
found Dara Singh and his twelve
associates guilty of the murder of
Graham Staines and his two sons. He
%avs. thus, validated the findings of the
Wadhwa Commission that inquired into
this event. The extent of punishment
the culprits are to receive is not known
yet. But that hardly concerns us here.

Justice requires that the instigators
of a crime too be held guilty along with
its perpetrators. For all practical
purposes, Dara Singh was the hired
assassin of a certain ideology. Sure
enough, he was not engaged
specifically to finish off Staines, like
professional hit-men are. But it was on
account of his ideological fanaticism
that Dara, who did not have any
personal grudge against Staines or his
sons, felt obliged to eliminate this friend
of the lepers of Baripada. Consider this.
Dara, a native of U.P., was sent 1o Orissa
on a specific mission: to spread the
Sangh Parivar ideology in the tribal belt
_of Orissa. At the time of committing this
murder, Dara had already become 2
dreaded leader, as the Wadhwa
Commission Report points out, of
Bajrang Dal with at least eleven major
criminal cases pending against him.
This explains two things, which are
otherwise inexplicable. First, Dara
enjoyed immunity 10 law for the crimes
he committed, one after the other.
Second, he came to the conclusion that
Graham Staines was “a threat to
Hinduism and Indian culture”. Justice
Wadhwa, who was a sitting judge of
the Supreme Court when he enquired
into this murder, states explicitly in his
Report that it was this resentment that
motivated Dara to kill Graham. The
Jepers of Baripada would still have had
their friend, if these two factors had not
reinforced each other.

That being the case, We Stop short
of the whole truth if we slap the
4 responsibility for this ‘murder most
foul’ wholly on Dara and his associates.
Dara is incomplete and harmless
without the Hindutva ideology, of
which he is only an ardent camp
follower. In the wake of the murder,
several meetings were organized,
including one in the Constitution Club,
Delhi, to express solidarity with Dara
by those who felt obliged to him.
Staines was nobody to Dara, personally

‘STAINES’ MURDER :
WHO IS GUILTY ?

SWAMI AGNIVESH & VALSON THAMPU

or professionally. The murder was the
product of mere prejudice; and that
prejudice was bred by Hindutva alone.
The murder of Graham Staines is, hence.
utterly inexplicable if we exclude the
ideological motive behind it. Of course,
you cannot hang an ideology, unlike
an assassin, for an act of crime. But a
sane society with any commitment 10
justice has to rein in ideologies that
preach hate and instigate the murder
of innocent and defenseless people.
Even more importantly, every religious-
minded person has to see crime done
in the name of his religion as a crime
against his religion.

Apart from seeing the murder of
Staines in a wider perspective, we must
also reckon some key issues that
emerge from this actof perfidy that has
defamed us globally. There is, in the
first place, the orchestrated defiance
of the rule of law. For years together,
Dara had lived in this tribal belt in total
defiance of law, intimidating,
humiliating and hurting those he
disliked at will. He was a law unto
himself. Though he was wanted by the
police in several cases. he could roam
around freely and pursue his agenda
without let or hindrance. According to
a version of the event we gathered from
Manoharpur, it was at a camp for school
children that Dara Singh organized in
Takurmunda, some 17 Km. from
Manoharpur, that the plot to kill Staines
was hatched. Communal atrocities
cannot happen in a society that
respects rule of law. The murder of the
rule of law was re-enacted yet againin
Modi’s Gujarat for over three months
in 2002. Its hangover continues to this
day and justice 1s beyond the reach of
the victims. The situation has proved
serious enough to exhaust the patience
of the Supreme Court. In extreme
exasperation, the Chief Justice of India

a&cs:wd:oualmumTMMJﬁnmealmlehm@nﬁ

- nstructed Modi to deliver justice or to
quit. Hindutva imperils the sanity of our
society by glorifying the subversion
of the rule of law. The demolition of
Babri Masjid was a slap on the face of
the rule of law; yet our Prime Minister
felt it appropriate to romanticize it, on
the floor of the Parliament, as an
outbreak of nationalistic fervour!

The second issue that emerges
from this bleak scenario is that of the
threat that communalism holds out to
religious freedom. Majoritarian
communalism has the potential to rob
minorities of their religious freedom.
The ideologues of Hindutva derive
much mileage and legitimacy from the
Supreme Court verdict of 1976
(Stanislav vs. State of Madhya
Pradesh) that excluded conversion from
the ambit of religious freedom as
envisaged in Article 25. Graham
Staines, as per Dara’s (mis) information,
was converting people, thereby posing
a threat to Hinduism. The Wadhwa
Commission Report exonerates Staines
of this baseless allegation. And we who
have visited Staines’ leprosarium in
Baripada since his death, and
interacted with its 86 inmates can
vouchsafe this to be true. Not one of
themn has become Christian to this day,
even though they all regarded Staines
as their “father”. The irony of this
scenario is that Dara Singh can befree
to enjoy his version of religious
freedom; whereas Graham Stainess
has to forego the freedom to practise
his religion, which madates him to
care for the lost and the least. This is
the curse of communalism: it degrades
religious freedom into the licence to do
wrong but denies the freedom to
practise social justice and philan-
thropy. Dara Singh did not create this
problem. His ideology created the
problem which, in turn, has created a
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Dara Singh.

Inareal and subtle sense, therefore,
Dara Singh too is a victim. This is the
truth that underlies Gladys Staines’
readiness to forgive the assassins of
her husband and dear children. At a
news conference in Delhi, where
Journalists vied with each other to
interact with the living saint, she
referred to Jesus’ words from the Cross:
“Father, forgive; for they know not what
they do.” That is literally true of Dara
Singh. Surely, he did not know that he
was killing a dedicated social worker
who was selflessly taking care of his
Hindu brothers afflicted with leprosy.
He did not know that he was robbing a
saintly lady of her husband and sons.
And, above all, he did not know that
he was killing his own brother. Is not
the whole of humankind, according to
Hinduism for which Dara killed Staines,
one vast family (vasudhaiva kutumba-
kam)? In that case, are not Dara and
Staines brothers? Is that not the reason
why Gladys wants him forgiven? But
who is responsible for Dara’s
murderous ignorance? Who has filled
his heart with hate and his eyes with
darkness? To pronounce Dara Singh
guilty is, therefore, to also indict the
ideological ventriloquists who used
him in this despicable fashion,

Kottayam,
21 Sep. 2003.
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An elderly woman was weeping as she bade good-b
of her church for several years. "My dear lady,” consoled the outgoing pastor, ‘don't get so
upset. The bishap surely will send a much hetter pastor to replace me here.’

“That’s what they told us the last time”, wailed the woman,
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It is said of the British system of
government that they have learned the
art of muddling through confusion.
Has the CSI taken a leaf out of their
book? Look at the respected Modera-

“Alor presiding over the consecration of
a heretic! Even worse, look at the great
leader of the Pentecostals accepting
the laying-on of hands of a heathen-
no second baptism, nor speaking in
tongues (unless done in sleep!), nor
membership among the believers. Or.,
look at the respected priests and
honoured laymen of the CSI rallying
round to protect the purity of their
church.

When the emotions settle down, we
can have a second look at the situation
and assess it more calmly. There are
several facts to be noted here: The
leader of a Movement which was origi-
nally started as a protest against the
formality and ritualism of the main-
stream churches, wants the approval
and blessings of the established
church. Why? He must have felt that

~"something is lacking in his own struc-
tures or that in the growing animosity
to evangelism and conversion in India
as a whole, there is a dire necessity of
the church joining its forces together
and closing ranks. Whatever be the
motive, from the Church of India’s
point of view, it is good. The confu-
sion may be more among his own
people. Of course, money speaks.

The supreme head of the CSI felt
the compelling conviction to break all
rules and traditions to receive this
prodigal son, kill a few sacred cows and
celebrate the return. Did he count the
cost? Moderatorship in the CSI is more
an administrative appointment unlike
other episcopal churches and the over-
ruling power is very limited. He can
only function within the parameter
which the Constitution allows, and
stepping out means losing authentic-
ity. Knowing this, what made him take
< an apparently unwise step? Also, the
presence of a former Moderator who is
a well-known theologian and another
bishop who is supposed to be an au-
thority, makes it all the more Surpris-
ing.

What is God doing? Did not the
charisma passed on through the lay-
ing-on of hands, inspite of the mis-
takes, matter? We have stories in
church history of how the hand of an

THE CONFUSION
THAT IS CS

already dead Metropolitan was laid on
the head of a bishop in order to assure
apostolic succession! The Bible is full
of stories of how God overruled human
mistakes and brought something even
better out of them. Abraham sought a
short cut to help God to fulfil His prom-
ise of his family becoming a blessing
to the world. Ishmael was the result.
God told him that he did go wrong, but
accepted Ishmael as the head of an-
other tribe. We can trust God with our
mistakes and rest assured that He will
bring something good out of it.

What are the theological implica-
tions? Episcopacy was a subject which
caused a lot of debate at the church
union meetings in the beginning.
Though CSI accepted finally that the
episcopal system is best suited in In-
dia, it was with strong reservations.
Remember, there were thirty years of
anomaly. Also, the Anglican Church
dissociated with the CSI on this ac-
count. Later on, Lambeth came up with
the statement that what is needed is
not episcopally ordained priests but
episcopally ordered churches. The CSI
taught the mother church a lesson.

Re-defining the nature of the
church. Is it a pond to which all streams
flow-as one of the former Archbishops
of Canterbury held-or is it a stream that
is still flowing? Is Reformation and
movement for unity a one-time event
or a principle to live by? Can the Holy
Spirit be contained in the closed doors
of Constitutions and by-laws, or can it
be given a few chances to create confu-
sion. Is the church an Institution or a
Movement? Do we still acknowledge
that division in the church is a sin, as
all ecumenical conferences starting
with Amsterdam Assembly have de-
clared? The founding fathers of the CSI
made their vision clear that the CSI
should not be a denomination among
other denominations but remain a prin-
ciple for unity of the whole church, pre-
pared to lose its identity under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, for wider unity.

If we agree on these, the original
question raised by the Moderator in
his article which started the contro-
versy, is still valid. Re-thinking CSI's
relationship with the Mar Thoma
Church on the one side and the Pente-
costal churches on the other side. T am
aware that I am treading on delicate
and sensitive ground but Metropoli-
tan Mar Chrysostom himself has
opened the door in his latest book.

When the call for unity which led
to the Tranqubar Consultation was is-
sued, Metropolitan Abraham Mar
Thoma was one of the signatories
along with Bishop Azariah of Dornakal
and the head of the Methodist Church.
But when it beame obvious that the
negotiations were progressing rapidly
and that the formation of the united
church was in the horizon, the Mar
Thoma Church withdrew on the lame
excuse that its priority is unity with the
Orthodox Church. (Absolutely no
progress has been made in this line dur-
ing the past fifty years!) After the for-
mation of the CSIin 1947, a Theologi-
cal Commission comprising Mar
Thoma and CSI representatives was
formed. Outstanding people such as
the late Prof. C. P. Mathew, Rev. C. V.
John, Rev. M. G. Chandy (later Metro-
politan Alexander Mar Thoma) and Dr.
M. M. Thomas from the Mar Thoma
Church, and Dr. Russell Chandran,
Bishop T. B. Benjamin and others from
the CSI were its members. The task of
the Commission was to study the pos-
sibility of union. The Commission met
at UTC, Bangalore and dispersed with-
out transacting any business because
of the differences within Mar Thoma
delegates.

Later an Encyclical from the Bish-
ops of the Mar Thoma Church came
stating that the Church will be willing
to negotiate with an ‘All India Church’
when it is formed without losing its iden-
tity and joining an organic union. The
suggestion behind is that CSI is a re-
gional church confined to South India
while Mar Thoma Church is spread all
over India. It must be remembered that
the talks on unity in North India were
at that time in an early stage only. The
formation of a Church of India was re-
mote. Metropolitan Juhanon Mar
Thoma was very frank when he ac-
knowledged that the rank and file of
the Mar Thoma Church are not yet pre-
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Tamil Nadu Ordinance prohibiting forcible conversion

The relevant clauses of
hereunder:-

Prohibition of forcible conversion: No person shall
convert or attempt to convert, either directly or other-
wise, any person from one religion to another by the use
of force or by allurement or by any fraudulent means nor
shall any person abet any such conversion,

Punishment for contravention of provisions of sec-
tion 3 : Whoever contravenes the provisions of sec-
tion 3 shall, without prejudice to any civil liability, be
punished with imprisonment for a term which may ex-
tend to three years and also be liable to fine which may
extend to fifty thousand rupees : Provided that whoever
contravenes the provisions of section 3 in respect of a
minor, a women or a person belonging to Scheduled Caste
or Scheduled Tribe shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to four years and also be
liable to fine which may extend to one lakh of Rupees.

Intimation to be given to District Magistrate with
respect to conversion. (1) Whoever converts any per-
son from one religion to another either any performing
any ceremony by himself for such conversion as a reli-
gious priest or by taking part directly or indirectly in
such ceremony shall, within such period as may be pre-
scribed, send an intimation to the District Magistrate of
the district in which the ceremony has taken place of the
fact of such conversion in such form as may be pre-

the Ordinance are as given

scribed. (2) Whoever fails, without sufficient cause, to
comply with the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be
punished with imprisonment for a term which may ex-
tend to one year or with fine which may extend to one
thousand rupees or with both.

Prosecution to be made with the sanction of District
Magistrate. No prosecution for an offence under this
Ordinance shall be instituted except by or with the previ-
ous sanction of the District Magistrate or such other
authority, not below the rank of a District Revenue Of-
ficer, as may be authorised by him in that behalf.

Power to make rules : The State Government may
make rules for the purpose of carrying out the provi-
sions of the ordinance.

Explanatory Statement :

Reports have been received by the Government that
conversions from one religion to another are made by
use of force or allurement or by fraudulent means. Bring-
ing in a legislation to prohibit such conversions will act
as a deterrent against the antisocial and vested interest
groups exploiting the innocent people belonging to de-
pressed classes. It may also be useful to nip in the bud
any attempts by certain religious fundamentalists and
subversive forces to create communal tension under the
grab of religious conversion. The Government has there-
fore decided to enact a law to prevent conversion by use
of force or allurment or by fraudulent means.

—_—
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