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Our religious traditions claim to be
true, and, just as importantly, to be
about how lives are to be led that are in
accord with how the universe is; they
are about happiness as well as truth, or

Rerather, they are about truthfulness as

the condition of happiness and happi-
ness as the fruit of truthfulness. They
do not simply claim to give a correct
description of the world in relation to
holy reality, they sketch in greater or
lesser detail how that relation is to be
made specific in daily practice, so that
each human life is shaped into an ap-
propriate response. Such response may
be characterised as covenantal obedi-
ence, self-sacrifice, self-dissolution or
whatever else, depending on the basic
story told about the universe and its
source. But how do we get to assess-
ments of truth from such a perspective?

The question is raised in its most
sensitive and painful form by the phe-
nomenon of conversion. Very often,
when people move from one religious
tradition to another, when they
recognise a fuller or more final truth in
another language and practice of faith,
it’s because of a sense that the uni-
verse portrayed in this other tradition
is a more full or resourceful environ-
ment, or that the humanity imagined
here is one with greater possibilities and
beauties. But this only happens when
someone begins to experience the world
differently-not simply when a new set
of ideas is presented. Sharing a differ-
ent sort of life makes all of us wonder
about the questions and answers we
have taken for granted; they may seen
misconceived or even subtly oppres-
sive. A different tradition is attractive
when it makes you think that this is the
all-important question you've never
asked, so that this kind of life now ap-
pears as transparent to a greater truth.
Itisn’t that a person suddenly sees the
right answer to a question that has pre-
viously been wrongly answered, but
that the new world exposes a whole
frame of reference as somehow inad-
equate.

Change from one tradition to an-
other is painful for your former fellow-
believers precisely because there is an
implied judgement on a whole life, a
whole language. Its positive effect,
though, ought always to be a deeper
self-critical understanding of why
someone might find this tradition too

limiting to inhabit, an urgency about
exploring the resources given. The
point I am moving to, however, is that
the ‘contest’ over religious truth hap-
pens most effectively and authentically
when a real sharing of worlds is pos-
sible. And that in turn happens only
when we do not live in a social order
that totally controls the possibilities of
experiencing the Other. To this extent,
the modern revolt against theocracy,
against the religious control of social
options, is justified. But I think that the
implication is actually the opposite of
what is usually thought. We’re used,
to thinking of the modern social space
as one in which it’s impossible to have
any very meaningful talk about reli-
gious truth because there is a neutral
public arena in which truth can be ar-

There can be no final and unanswer-
able mode of establishing this by
agrument. We can only ask if there
could ever by convergence about the
character of the world and humanity
such that we could better see the ‘fit’
of certain words or images. In that
sense, the awareness in modern cul-
ture of the plurality of religious prac-
tice is a positive matter. We have be-
come more aware of the range of what
any religious talk has to cope with, the
cultural variety, the historical reach, the
challenges in catastrophe, pain and
tragedy to certain kinds of claim. The
point was expressed poignantly by
Simone Weil when she said that an in-
digenous American who had lived
through the genocidal terror of the age
of the Conquistadors, who had seen

Dr. ROWAN WILLIAMS

(FOR CONTINUITY, READERS ARE REQUESTED TO REFER
THE FIRST PART PUBLISHED IN AUG. '03 ISSUE)

gued about and a private area of com-
mitment to unprovable beliefs. But in
fact a non-theocratic society allows real
contention about religious truth by the
mere fact of giving space for different
experiences and constructions of the
universe to engage with each other, to
be themselves.

This is the practical outworking of
my earlier point that when we see our
differences as theological we may have
better and more collaborative relations.
If religious faith is not just a set of pri-
vate beliefs about supernatural things
but a comprehensive ground for reflec-
tion on how the world and human life
hang together, then to establish the
truth of any set of religious claims must
be a form of showing that this sort of
religious language rather than another
has the resource to hold together the
greatest spread of human experience.

massacre and plague and the destruc-
tion of a culture, might of might not
retain an allegiance to their ‘traditional
religion’; but if they did, they would
nonetheless think differently about the
holy from any thoughts they could
have had before. It is an insight taken
up by a good many indigenous peoples
in our own age. Perhaps one could also
point to something similar in the crises
and agonies of modern Jewish thought.
In the fiction of Isaac Singer, we read
about the ‘timeless’ world of faith in
the shtetl, the East European Jewish
village, with its piety, its folklore, its
proverbial wisdom and petty folly, its
absolute spiritual solidity; and we read
about the lives of rootless post-war
emigres, happy neither in the USA nor
in Israel, trying to understand what the
truth of their Jewish identity and loy-
alty means in the wake of the most
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nightmarish disruption imaginable. If
that truth can be vindicated in the ‘new
world® after the camps, its truth claims
must be taken more seriously and un-
derstood more deeply.

And thus what we come to see in
each other as religious communities in
the context of the variegated world of
modernity, of ‘global’ society, is a range
of behaviours each of which seeks to
understand how it is to include, to ‘nar-
rate’, the whole range of a world which
is no longer the property of any one of
them. This does not mean that every
religious tradition seeks to adjust and
accommodate itself to modernity or that
truth is reduced to the capacity to cope
with global culture without tears. Far
from it: each will, if it knows its busi-
ness, sharpen its critique of the myths
of secular neutrality, each will seek to
show how it can contain and effectively
transform the particular challenges to
its account of humanity thrown up by
the new environment; each will stru ggle
to show that it is not reduced to im po-
tence by the complexity of modern dis-
course. So, although the pressure of
modernity may often produce a power-
fully reactionary strategy in some reli-
gious believers, the sort of thing we
generically and not very helpfully call
fundamentalism, the pressure is also
visible to demonstrate how a tradition
in its full integrity can make intelligible
order of the chaos around by extend-
ing and renewing its repertoire of im-
age and concept. We could think of the
history of the Brahma Samaj in India,
of the Sufi-influenced Western Islamic
apologetic of writers like Gai Eaton or
Martin Lings, or of the revival of Rus.
sian Orthodox social and philosophi-
cal energy at both the beginning and
the end of the twentieth century.

Seeing each other like this in the
non-confessional, non-theocratic state
and culture of modernity, we are better
able to avoid the errors that arise from
Supposing that other faiths have bad
answers to the questions for which you
have good answers. The issue is now
how we exhibit in practice the claims
we all in different ways make about our
tradition’s ability to tell a truth which
will comprehend any human situation
it may encounter. Precisely because this
is a complex, humanly unpredicable
business, in which none of us is going
to be able to pronounce a final conclu.

sion acceptable to all, precisely be-
cause this is not in any ordinary sense
a competition with winners and losers,
we need time and space for it. And such
time and space are in principle given in
societies that assume religious freedom
as fundamental, that do not close down
the variegated possibilities of the mod-
ern. If we start retreating to theocracy,
we are by implication admitting that our
religious tradition can’t sustain itself
ina complex environment; states that
enact anti-conversion laws or penalise
minority faith groups may have an un-
derstandable wish to resist unfair pres-
sure or manipulation in proselytising,
but they confess a profound and very
disturbing lack of confidence in their
own religious resourcefulness.

This is one reason why I see no
problem in the fostering of faith schools
of different complexions. Christian faith
is no longer legally protected as the
only legitimate religious activity; but
the existence of church schools forces
Christians to engage actively with pub-
lic life, with how society forms its new
generations. It forces Christians, you
could say, to try to be credible, profes-
sional, articulate, in the public arena.
Similar partnerships between statutory
authority and other religious commu-
nities should have the effect of draw-
ing those communities into public con-
versation, pressing them to become
publicly credible in new ways. And this
must be healthy for both society at large
and the communities in question, since
it ought to be the opposite of
ghettoisation. It educates faith commu-
nities as it educates the managers of
our educational systems, and it obliges
us to take each other more serious] yas
faith communities. Significant interfaith
encounter arises from our being able
to see each other doing whatever it is
we do as well as possible-teaching,
worshipping, reflecting and serving.

I want to turn in conclusion to two
specific issues, already hinted. I want
briefly to say something about the gen-
eral relation of faith communities to the
wider society; and I want to add a few
reflections specifically as a Christian
theologian on the ideas sketched here.
On the first issue: it is true that faith
communities have something in com-
mon over against a secular frame of ref-
erence. They all have disciplines of ex-
amining the honesty and consistency

of believers, ways of encouraging self-
scrutiny; they all assume that we are
likely to be deceived about ourselves
for quite a bit of the time. They all as-
sume that what we are finally answer-
able to is something other than just the
majority vote in a society at any one
time. They all teach us to look critically
at what seem to be our instinctive
choices, and they all warn us against
thinking that the material environment
(including the human body) is just there
to serve such instinctive human
choices. There is a basis for what some
like to call a “global ethic’ in all this,
even if it is primarily negative rather
than positive.

However, when there are attempts
by governments or international agen-
cies to harness this in support of this
or that programme for human improve-
ment, it is important that there should
not be misunderstanding. Sometimes
there can be an expectation that reli-
gious communities will simply follow a
broadly liberal social agenda, and a
consequent anger and disappointment
when this doesn 't materialise. This may
be when Islamic and Roman Catholjc
bodies join to resist a programme which
assumes that abortion is a naturally just
means of population control; when
Christians and Hindus Join in object-
ing to genetically modified Crops in
Asia; when Muslims condemn
globalisation because of its depen-
dence on un-Islamic means of handling
money through interest and specula-
tion; when people of a wide variety of
religious commitments unite to chal-
lenge embryo research. All these issues
are complex. and my point is not to sug-
gest that there is a single religious ‘line’
on any of them. What matters is to
recognise that the religious person or
group starts from a perspective which
on some questions will deliver conclu-
sions similar to those of the secular
progressive, and on some questions
most definitely will not. The secular
progressive tends to think it is a happy
chance that makes reli gious folk agree
with the self-evident goals of human
Justice and welfare. If we are to avoid
deep anger, frustration and anti-reli-
gious animus, it is important for the
secularist to acknowledge that they may
find themselves working alongside re-
ligious believers who look to the same

(Cont’d..... Page 8)
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goals for rdalcally different reasons;\

and thus to recognise that the goals of
secular justice are not after all so self-
evident. One of the most important
tasks of religion in our culture, I'd dare
to say, is to challenge the secularist to
produce good and coherent grounds
for their goals. And this is made all the
harder by the assumption devoted to
challenging-that ‘religion’ is a subdi-
vision of human activity which belongs
among the optional extras, after you
have attended to the clear imperatives
of non-religious public life. The secu-
lar assumption too must strive to make
itself credible; when it refuses this, we
have a mirror image of theocracy-an
uncriticised ideology defining the terms
of public life. This is why the partner-
ship between faith communities and
public agencies, as in education, is
good for both.

And finally: where would I put
Christian theology on the sort of map I
have been outlining? Christian theol-
ogy says that the world exists because
of the utterly free decision of a holy
power that is more like perosnal life than
anything else; that we can truthfully
speak of as if it had mind and will. It
says that the purpose of this creation
is that what is brought into being from
nothing should come to share as fully
as possible in the abundant and joyful
life of the maker. For intelligent beings,
this involves exercising freedom-so that
the possibility is there of frustrating
one’s own nature by wrong and de-
structive choices. The purpose of God
to share the divine life is so strong,
however, that God acts to limit the ef-
fects of this destructiveness and to in-

troduce into creation the possibility of
an intensified relation with the divine
through the events of the life of Jesus
of Nazareth, above all in his sacrificial
death. This new relation, realised by
the Spirit of God released in Jesus’s ris-
ing from the grave, is available in the
life of the community that gathers to
open itself to God’s gift by recalling
Jesus and listening to the God-directed
texts which witness to this history.

So what matters for the Christian?
That the world is for joy and contem-
plation before it is for use (because it
comes from God’s freedom and delight,
not to serve the purpose of a selfish
divine ego); that our account of our
own human nature and its needs is dan-
gerously fallible and that we are more
limited than we can know in our self-
understanding; that it is God’s gift in a
particular and unique set of events of
this fallibility; and that the new possi-
bility is bound in with life in commu-
nity centred on praise and listening and
mutual nurture. This is the Christian
universe in (very) small space. It must
argue against other traditions that the
world comes from and as deliberate gift
(Buddhists would disagree), that our
self-deception is so radical and deep-
seated that we cannot be healed by the
revelation of divine wisdom and law
alone (Jews and Muslims would dis-
agree), that our healing 1s a ‘remaking’
effected through a once and for all set
of events (Muslims and Hindus would
disagree). The Christian must argue that
because this picture of the universe
makes the fullest allowance possible for
human failure and self-deceit and gives
the most drastic account possible of
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divine presence in addressing this fail-
ure (God coming to inhabit creation in
Jesus), it has a good claim to compre-
hensiveness as a view of how things
are. But it is assailed by those who say
that its doctrines of original sin are self-
indulgent excuses for the weakness of™
the will, that its concentration on his-
tory limits it to parochial perspecitves
or ties it to a remote and disputed past,
that its view of the common life is weak
and fails to make the necessary bid for
social transformation in a comprehen-
sive way (a particularly strong Muslim
point).

And meanwhile, the Christian is
struck and challenged by the fact that
outside the visible fellowship of faith,
lives are lived which look as though
they are in harmony with the Christian
universe-which give the right place to
contemplation and joy, to self-forget-
fulness and the awareness of gift. The
theological task is not only to go on
patiently clarifying the implications of
the Christian universe and reflecting on
the sort of critiques I have sketched =
but also to think about how such lives
outside the frame are made possible and
sustained. There is no quick answer to
this. certainly no answer that would
Justify us in saying, ‘Forget the doc-
trine, all that matters is the practice’,
since the doctrine is what nourishes
and makes sense of the practice. Our
doctrine is still in formation; and the
question of how holy lives can exist
outside our own tradition has through-
out Christian history led to some of the
most searching and far-reaching exten-
sions of our language about the sig-
nificance of Jesus. I trust that this will
go on being the fruit of such question-
ing. But my aim in this lecture has been
primarily to plead for our dialogue to
take place at the level of how we place
ourselves in the whole universe of our
systems, and how we imagine lives that
are holy, that are in the fullest sense
‘natural’, in accord with how things are.
At this level, we do not see others ei-
ther as bad or unsuccessful copies of
ourselves or as people who have a few
casual variants on a single shared truth.
We have to see how very discover
where and how we can still talk about
what matters most-holiness, being at
peace with what most truly is.

(coneluded)

SEPTEMBER 2003 =

NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD




W o o

politics
constitutes a
new scientific ap-
proach to the prob-
lems of bios (life). We call
it a “new” approach because
it is reasonable that man of to-

day is interested in the new prob-
lems and phenomena of bios and the
world. We also say that bio-politics
constitutes not only a new, but also a
scientific approach to the problems of
bios, of man and his environment. This
is because science is called to give an
opinion, a testimony, and judgment for

% both the old and new bios. and a new,

theoretical and practical, more objec-
tive, more humane approach. Which
scientific specialty has the privilege of
exclusive occupation with the prob-
lems of life, of bios? None by itself, but
all of them together. All the sciences,
theoretical and practical, have some-
thing to say about man, about bios.
In Patmos, the 900 years of the his-
toric testimony and the bios of the is-
land were celebrated. It was in this is-
land that the Apocalypse of John the
Evangelist was written. This book of
the New Testament tells us so much
about man and his bios, his environ-
ment; about the past, the present and
the future of man and all creation. It
has been suggested that the island of
patmos should become sacred. What
does “sacred island” mean, particularly
in respect to the spiritual institutions

. and values of the island, as well as to

its natural bio-environment? We can-
not separate one from the other. We
cannot perceive the revelation (Apoca-
lypse) of God in a violated and “un-
natural” physical bio-environment. The
sanctification of the spiritual and natu-
ral conditions presupposes the mes-
sage of love of God as the substance
of God, as the affectionate relationship
between man, and as the harmony of
the creatures of the universe. The proc-

lamation to make
a “'sacred island” by
the leader of the Ortho-
dox Eastern Christendom,
was nothing less than the ex-
altation of the universal message
of love, borne out of the magnificent,
naturally beautiful cave of the Apoca-
lypse.

Christianity carries the historical
responsibility for the present bio-eco-
logical crisis. The New Testament, and
particularly the book of the Apoca-
lypse, presupposes (a) the interference
of God in the world and in history and
(b) the role and conduct of man in his-
tory and in nature. The end of history
will be the end of nature. The continu-
ation of history and nature is a result
of divine will and energy. God became
a ‘“god-man”, intending to save the
spiritual man or the material and carnal
man, but the whole man, the whole bios
the whole creation. This means that the
Creator is interested in the salvation
and the cure of all creation: “The un
received and the uncured.” The respon-
sibility of the Church for bio-politics,
for the environment, is the result of its
own theology, anthropology and cos-
mology. That is, it's teaching about
God, man, bios and the world.

The functional life of the Church
confirms, on an everyday basis. the
above briefly outlined theological con-
templation about God, man, bios and
nature. How is this achieved? Prima-
rily, through an eucharistic approach
of God, of man and of the world: sec-
ondly, through an everyday approach
of the Church to human and natural
conditions.

A. The Eucharistic Approach

The term “eucharistic approach” of
the bio-political and the ecological
problem, sounds somewhat strange.
Nevertheless, in analyzing this term, we
find the thesis and suggestion of the
Church theology in the solution to our
problem. In the sacrament of the Holy
Communion we see the eschatological,
the historical and the real approach to
god and man, God and the world and
the relationships between them.” The
products of nature, wine and bread are
exposed. The priest holds them in his
hands and offers them with a move-
ment up to God, as creator of the world.
He then says, “We offer to you all that
is yours from all that is yours.” What

does this action mean? That nature’s
products are not our property. We are
only the users of them. We are merely
their administrators. This is the first
action, the first scene.

The second action is the survival
of man through these products of na-
ture. We are called to eat the bread and
drink the wine. We use them. We enjoy
them. We taste them as material, we feel
them, and believe them to be the flesh
and blood of our Creator. The third ac-
tion in the Holy Communion is the
move of the Communion itself. We par-
ticipate in the sacrament not as indi-
viduals within a narrow, egotistical and
lucrative aspect. but as members in part,
as members of the whole, as a commu-
nity of persons and fellowmen. This is
completed eschatologically, is outside
the sense of time and place, but really
in the present. So, the eucharistic ap-
proach to the bio-political problem
leads us to the conclusion that man is
not the lord and master of creation with
a right to rule it as he so wishes, least
of all a right to destroy it. What, then,
is the role of man in creation, in relation
to bios? He is the priest and the ser-
vant and the logical user of creation.
This ecclesiastical, theological thesis
of bios offers the solution to the bio-
political, environmental and ecological
problem.

B. The Everyday Approach

The practical life of the Church is
consequent to the above-mentioned
theological and functional ideology
and teaching. The Church, as a com-
munion of persons, participates in all
the manifestations of man, bios and
creation. The Church blesses them with
the proportionate and wise use and
pleasure of man. Nowhere throughout
the writings of the Fathers of the
Church and the Euchologion of the
Church does the idea of ownership,
violation and alteration of creation glim-
mer. St. John the Golden-Tongued prays
“for a universal world.” Vassilios the
Great wishes that “the winds be mild
and beneficial for us, the rains peace-
ful to the earth for fruition.” Mark the
Apostle prays “for the proportional
ascending of the river waters, for the
good showers which will bring seeds
to the earth,” and he also asks to “send
the good showers to the places that
need them, bring the river waters to a

(Cont'd..... Page 12)
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CHURCH AND.... (Con

measure as you choose, increase the
fruits of the earth in the seeds and in
harvest.”

In the Great Euchologion of the
Church, we find a multitude of charac-
teristic blessings for the proportionate
use of the goods of creation. Below I
mention only some titles of special
blessings which refer to man, to bios
and to creation centered in man, who is
the perfection of creation, of bios: the
blessings of illness, the blessing for a
new house, for the opening of a well,
the blessing for fields, gardens, the
blessing for seeds, for the threshing
floor, the blessing for the planting of a
vingyard, for the receiving of grapes,
the blessing for the herds, for the ani-
mals, for the construction of a vessel,
for nets, for silk; the blessing for carnal
food, for cheese and eggs; the bless-
ing for a contaminated utensil, wine or
flour, for those who have eaten con-
taminated food.

From all the above, we can extract
the following conclusions, which show
the thesis of the Church’s theology and
practical life in history, in the present

and in the eschatological future as they
relate to the bios of man: a) The Church
approaches all of creation with awe,
great respect and much love, because
creation is God’s work. b) Man, as a
creation and a child of God is not the
lord and master of creation. He is the
priest. He is the user. He should, in no
way. be the violator, the embezzler, and
the super consumer of the goods of
nature and of life. ¢) The human reality
of today’s world has created a distress-
ing situation. Because of the perfec-
tion of creation, “all of creation sighs
and suffers until now”-because of man,
as Paul the Apostle states (Rom. 8, 22).
The four horsemen of the Apocalypse-
War, Famine, Death and the Plague-with
the arrow, the sword, the scales and
the sickle-attack bio-creation accord-
ing to the Apocalypse of John the
Evangelist. Who is going to win? The
final triumph belongs to the Church, to
God in the Holy Trinity, to the God-
man, to man and to all new creation.
The acceptance of the fact,
eschatologically and revealingly, does
not suffice. Our participation is re-
quired.

Prof. Athanasios. A. Poulos
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Onc of the renowned Medical
Missionary, Dr. Paul Brand was called
to eternity on the 8th of July 2003 at
Seattle, USA. He was a real visionary
who pioneered in reconstructive sur-

gecry and tendon transplantation. Those
who knew him received the news of his
demise with a heavy heart and a lost
feeling. His parents Dr. Jessi Brand and
Mrs. Evelyn Brand were working as
missionaries in Kolli hills (meaning
‘death hills”) near Salem, where Dr. Paul
Brand was born. Dr. Jessi Brand died
of Malaria but Evelyn Brand continued
her service in the remote areas of Kolli
hills trecking on horseback as both her
legs were fractured till she died in her
eighties. Dr. Paul Brand was a student
in England at that time. He questioned
why God took away his father at the
prime of his life, while giving dedicated
service to the hill tribes. For some time
he became a rebel. His parents wanted
him to become a medical missionary but
Paul’s interest was in Carpentry and
wanted to became a builder. Later he

=< got himself reconciled to his father’s

untimely death and decided to go for
medicine. When he finished his study
in Orthopedic surgery, his mother
wanted him to come to India. In 1948
Dr. Paul Brand was appointed in CM.C.
Vellore as its Orthopaedic surgeon. In
a short time he became famous for his
skills in surgery and great talents in
teaching.

In a casual discussion with
Dr. Cochrane, the renowned lepero-
logist about leprosy, he asked Dr. Paul
“Can you not do something to correct
the deformities of leprosy patients™?
Dr. Paul took this as a challenge,
though there was not much fame or
money in it. He realised that Leprosy
destroys nerve ends causing loss of
pain, causing ulcers from injury which
resulted in loss of toes and fingers. He
made an attempt to correct the defor-
mity by gentle physiotherapy. He at-

Y¥iempted further to replace the frozen

tendons from transplanted ones to re-
store functions of fingers and toes. The
first few trials proved successful. Thus

TRIBUTE

tendon transplantation surgery made
ground breaking revolutionary concept
in medical science. Thus he gave a new
life to leprosy patients giving them res-
toration from deformity and functional
recovery in hands and feet. Hundreds
of leprosy patients were blessed and
benefited by his novel surgical proce-
dure.

When the question came how to
rehabilitate these patients, Dr. Paul
Brand started the ‘New life Center” at
C.M.C. itself to train them in trades like
weaving, carpentry, handicrafts etc. He
gave them a dignified life style instead
of the time honored profession of beg-
ging on the streets. He trained many
doctors in tendon transplantation and
reconstructive surgery.

There was an interesting anecdote
happened during one of his visits to
Christian Fellow Hospital,
Oddanchatram in 1957. Dr. Paul Brand
visited us accompanied by Dr. K. G.
Koshy and Dr. V. Benjamin to observe
medical services in the remote areas.
On that day a patient was brought with
a fracture femur. Dr. Paul Brand looked
at the patient and asked what kind of
operation table we had? We had only a
wooden table. He asked us to make a
hole in the middle of the table for a bam-

CAESAR'S THRONE

TRIBUTE

boo to pass through. He laid the pa-
tient on the table keeping thighs on ei-
ther side of the bamboo. He tied tapes
from both ankles fixing on the hip of
Dr. Koshy and Dr. benjamin and asked
them to gently pull when the patient
went under ether anesthesia. Dr. Paul
Brand was measuring the length of the
both thighs with a measuring tape. At
one stage he instructed the doctors to
keep still and he applied pieces of sack
clothes, dipped in liquid Plaster of Paris
(not wasting gauze). When the Plaster
was dried the patient was taken for a
check X-ray, and X-ray showed perfect
end to end alignment of bones. Thus
Dr. Paul Brand demonstrated how one
can manage with limited equipments.

Dr. Paul Brand had a great influence
among the staff and students. Many
students were deeply touched by his
life and work and his sympathetic and
tender loving care of his patients. Many
students became medical missionaries
in remote areas. He was very popular
as an inspiring speaker and as insight-
ful author and wrote many books like-
“Image of God”, and “Fearfully and
wonderfully made”. He brings out the
fact that the God’s great gift to man is
pain, as it prevents injury. He jokingly
said when everybody tries to prevent
pain, I am trying to bring some sense
of pain to the numbed areas in my lep-
rosy patients. He received many awards
of honour for his professional achieve-
ments and pioneering enterprises.

In one of the interviews he men-
tioned, “Because of where I practiced
medicine I never made much money. But
as I look back over a life time the host
of friends who were once my patients
bring me more joy than wealth could
ever bring. I first met them when they
were suffering and in pain. I shared
their pain. Now that I am old it is their
love and gratitude that illuminates the
continuing pathway of my life. It’s
strange-those of us who involve our-
selves in places where there is much
suffering look back in surprise to find
that it was there that we discovered
joy.”

His departure is a great loss to the
medical profession, and medical mis-
sionaries enterprises. It’s a real chal-
lenge for the younger generation to
carry on the vision of Dr. Paul Brand
and reconcile for the loss.

Dr. A. K. Tharien
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REV.SAROJINI TAKES CHARGE
The Rev. Ms. S. Prime Sarojini, is
appointed as the General Secretary of
the CSI Women'’s Fellowship. She has
*orkcd as a missionary for IMS,
rogramme assistant in Peace Founda-
tion at Kanyakumari, theology teacher
in Trichy and Chaplain in CMC Hospi-
tal. Rev. Sarojini had her theological
studies at TTS Madurai and M.Th. from
the Federated Faculty of Religion. She
also holds an M.A. and a diploma in
Pastoral Healing. She succeeded
Rev. Ms. Thankamma Varkey. May the
God Almighty help her to empower the
Women's Fellowship with the God
given talents in her capacity as Gen-
eral Secretary.

BIGAMISTS BEWARE!

'The supreme court is actually crack-
ing down on Hindus turning Muslim,
to marry more than one wife. when it
asks the government to end separate
marriage laws for the two religions and
introduce common civil code. The
court said that a second marriage of a
Hindu man after conversion to Islam is
not valid unless the first one is legally
dissolved. A husband could be pun-
ished if he was converted to Islam to
marry a second time, the court ruled.
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ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY FOR WOMEN

BISHOPS

The Archbishop of Canterbury,
Rowan Williams has reaffirmed his per-
sonal support for the consecration of
women as bishops in the Church of
England, but said the final decision
rested with the church as a whole. “I
cannot find any theological objection
myself to women becoming bishops if
we accept women becoming priests,”
said Williams.
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BRIDGING THE DIFFERENCES

The General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches the Rev. Konrad
Raiser, after his vist to the Russian Or-
thodox Church, reported that, he was
satisfied with the progress in resolv-
ing differences between the WCC's
Orthodox and Protestant member
Churches. The differences over issues
such as worship, theology and deci-
sion-making procedures, had threat-
ened several years ago to lead the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church to withdraw from
the ecumenical organisation.

“Then there is no God.”

"

brain

PROFESSOR WITH NO BRAIN!

A college student was in a philosophy class where there was a class discussion about whether or not
God exists, The professor had the following logic:

“Has anyone in this class heard God?,” Nobody spoke.

“Has anyone in this class touched God?,” Again, nobody spoke.

“Has anyone in this class seen God?,” When nobody spoke for the third time, he simply stated,

The student did not like the sound of this at all, and asked for permission to speak. The professor

granted it and the student stood up and asked the following questions to his classmates:
“Has anyone in this class heard our professor’s brain?.” Silence.
“Has anyone in this class touched our professor’s brain?.” Absolute silence.
“Has anyone in this class seen our professor’s brain?” When nobody in the class dared to speak, the
student concluded, ‘Then, according to our professor’s logic, it must be true that our professor has no
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Mar. 4, 1908 Fred Pegram

Vicar. ‘Well, Mary, I was very surprised to see John walk out in the middle of the
sermon yesterday!’

Mary. ‘Ah, Sir, I do ’ope you’'ll excuse my poor ‘usband. 'E’s a terrible one for
walkin’ in ’is sleep.’
‘ (from Baker’s Collections)
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