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With the public image of the life of Christian individuals, churches and institutions as
low as it is, any amount of over-evangelism fails to get integrity or conviction in the
society. What we practise does not agree with what we preach. Evidently there is a
glaring contradiction. If the Gospel does not convert you, how can you expect that it
will transform other lives? - Rt. Rev. Dr. Samuel Amirtham (Page 4)
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Kcep your eyes open when you
travel on our roads. And you can bein
for some very interesting attempts at
christian evangelism or proclamation.
“Victory to Jesus’, ‘No other name but
Jesus’, ‘Glory to Jesus’, ‘Jesus saves’,
‘Jesus heals’, ‘Jesus calls’, are
standard statements on lorries and mini-
buses. The owners apparently being
Christians, I thought, are dying to
witness to Jesus; and passionately
committed to evangelism, proclaim the
Gospel in and out of time, and anyway,
what a wonderful idea to exploit on
some free public space for advertising
the Christian message. There are other
Biblical phrases: ‘Jehovah Yireh’,
‘Jehovah Nissi’,J ehovah sleeps not’,
Jehova is my strength’. Sometimes the
slogans are in the vernacular. Popular
are also slogans such as ‘God is love’,
‘God is Merciful’, ‘God bless you'-
more general religious statements than

4 W emalfosnid 2004 W M
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specifically Christian. There is also 2
humorous side to these titles. ‘Jehovah
does not sleep nor slumber’ raises
giggles- ‘so the driver can afford to
sleep’! ‘Prepare to meet your God’-
“This vehicle must be heading directly
to heaven'!! ‘Jesus comes soon’- ‘If
you do not catch this one, you may
miss Him’!!!

The question, of course, is : do
these words communicate anything,
and if so, what? At the simplest level,
people get the message that the vehicle
belongs to a Christian. Some fanatic
Christians would find satisfaction that
God is materially blessing fellow-
Christians, and some ‘born-again’
Christians are not ashamed of the
Gospel and its proclamation. We used
to have a very committed but 2 bit
fanatic student at the Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary i those days.
someone whom everyone loved and
respected because of his pleasant
nature. Whenever he would travel with
other students in a van or bus, beiton
preaching tour or excarsion trips, he
would bring his with him
and shout till his throat lost its voice,
‘Jesus loves, Jesus saves'. He
definitely contributed to the discussion
on effective and non-effective
communication later when Wwe had
discussion on the experience and its
efficacy and, I am afraid, that was all
his contribution to evangelism! In
Israel, 1 encountered the familiar
Christian confession, ‘Jesus is the
Solution’ on a taxi (obviously a
Christian-owned). I noted that some
Jewish cabs carried, "What is the
problem?” Some innocent laugh may
be part of evangelism, is not to be
contested. The serious point, however,
is that there is no automatic
evangelism, just because words are

printed in public or words are shouted
whether people listen or not.

Further, one can understand that
one response to this type of
‘Automobile Evangelism’ is
competitive evangelism by persons of
other faith. ‘Murugar thunai’, ‘Pazhani
Andavar thunai’, ‘Namasuvaya 2
‘Anbey Sivam’ are statements of Hindu
faith, equally common on motor
vehicles. If you see a writing, ‘God is
great’, the owner is very probably a
Muslims If nothing else, one can
understand that in a multi-faith context.
such expressions affirm one’s religious
identity. Hindu friends do not pay much
attention, nor is bothered, about such
Christian self-proclaimed identities. But
there is also sometimes the danger of
counter fanaticism in extreme situations
when. for other reasons, communal
tensions run high and any Christian
vehicle becomes victim of violence, or
more often, for reasons of communal
jealousy on economic grounds. It is
more pertinent to our discussion that
such evengelistic attempts become
counter-productive or even counter
communicative. What is one to make
of a *‘God loves you' in the rear winday
of a Bishop's luxury automobile? Kindly
do not mistake me, the point is not the
car but the message on the car explicit
and implicit!

With the public image of the life of
Christian individuals, churches and
institutions as low as it is, any amount,
of over-evangelism fails to get integrity’
or conviction in the society. What we

ise does not agree with what we
preach. Evidently there is a glaring.
contradiction. If the Gospel does not
convert you, how can you expect that
it will transform other lives? Moreover,
evangelism is done by not the church

(Contd. on Page 6)
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AUTO-EUANGELISM

as a whole. but by special groups or
individuals. Any Christian is seen in
society as part of the church. Therefore,
either the whole life of the church does
evangelism or no one part does it
wholely. Evangelism is a fundamental
dimension of all that the church is
engaged in. This is not to buy the
argument that only after the image of
the Christian life is set right one can
speak of evangelism. That would not
be the Gospel of grace and salvation of
the sinners for whom Jesus Christ gave
his life. Higher morality would not
necessarily ensure better evangelism.
We cannot here go into a longer
discussion on this complex theological
issue. I submit, rather, it calls for a more
humanly humble and theologically
diological approach to evangelism,
more creative and evangelical-based on
the radical evangelion. Let me add that
I am not saying this as an accusing
outsider, but a participating member. As
Donald Eadie (Grairi in Winter, p. 37}, ‘1
have discovered that I also am part of
the social malice, the sickness of the
soul in the church....T am part and not
distanced from it.”
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(Contd. from Page 4)

The classical description of
evangelism is, as D.T-Niles put it, one
beggar telling another beggar where to
find food. The point that we sometimes
fail to discern in this parable is that it is
a beggar who tells this and not a richly
fed person. In recent times, we have
discovered in the Bible that the Good
News belongs to the poor, or in other
words. the poor are the bearers,
promoters and protagonists of the
Good News. Consequently, standing on
the side of the poor, in some form
however small. and standing for them
as persons and as a church becomes
the test of the integrity of evangelism.
And we have to discover and define
new ways of evangelism as well. In the
context of a spirituality of daily life and
everyday place, I find this one very
refreshing: “The craft deployed by Jesus
was to help people discover in their own
circumstances and events God's
presence and goodness. This is
evangelism’. (Grain in Winter, p. 27).

(The author is a retired Bishop

of South Kerala Diocese and

a former Dy. Moderator of the CSL.)
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