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his article is written as chal-
T lenged by a statement seen in

an article in the recent, 17th
issue of NEW VISION, and also as a
reflection on the various incidences in-
volving some of the leaders of the church
of South India.

On the back cover page of the 17th
issue of New Vision, the article says:
Some members expressed the desire that
since all members of the congregations
in the US are from Madhya Kerala Dio-
cese the Bishop in charge of the churches
should be the Bishop of Madhya Kerala
Diocese and not the Moderator.

There are some inherent flaws in
this argument; first of all, this shows
tunnel vision, and the ostrich’s game

that counts; didn’t our Master and Sav-
ior teach us that each soul is precious
than the whole world? Remember, there
is nothing achieved or nothing we can
be proud of, if just one group of people
huddle together without recognizing the
otherness of the others and thus exclude
them; there is nothing Christian in that
policy.

Also instrumental to this article are
the two articles recently appeared in the
New Vision, one that is in the 17th is-
sue by Joseph Pulikunnel, Director of
the Indian Institute of Christian Stud-
ies, in the Dialogue Column
(Charchavedi), and the recent article by
a former Bishop of CSI, Sunder Clarke.
Both of these writers pointed out the
role reversals of the leaders of the

Church; Dr. Clarke’s criticism was di-
rectly at CSL. In both these articles, the
crux of the problem, as identified by
both writers, is: the obsession to amass
power. What happened is that, it ap-
pears that the CSI leaders tend to for-
get that they have taken pledges to fol-
low the path of the suffering servant..
It appears that many of these leaders
ignore Mark 9:35b which says **Who-
ever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all’’,

As I wrote in a previous occasion
in the New Vision. (**Church of South
India-a church going global?’’), while
it was the lay people who struggled to
establish congregations all over the USA
and Canada, what the ecclesiastical lead-
ers of CSI demonstrated in the USA

IS CSI GOING DIVISIVE INSTEAD
OF UPHOLDING UNITY?

(John T-Wattachanackal Chica@

in the secular way of thinking, and a
violation of most cardinal mandate of
God, i.e., love your neighbor as your-
self, and, of course, diametrically op-
posite to the principle of unity for which,
the CSI readily accepts the praise, by
repeating that **CSI is the next miracle
after Pentecost". Also, there is a sup-
pression of fact in the statement made
at the Conference: All members of the
CSI Congregations are not from Madhya
Kerala; there are CSI congregations in
the US, where the membership is com-
prised of people from Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Andhra, besides people
from Kerala, CSI People from states
other than Kerala may be a minority,
but do not forget the very basis of CSI
is ‘unity’, and its readiness for “toler-
ance’ for others. It is not the number

NEW VISION '

Now, if some diocese in the CSI
is bent upon acceding the
congregations in the USA and
Canada, it is nothing but another
demonstration of Madhya (Central)
Kerala’s territorial ambbition and
empire building as going on at
Trivandrum, Kerala. We all know
how people’s hard earned money
was wasted in the past litigating
this ““to which diocese should
the CSI Christ Church in
“Brivandrum -belong to? Doesn’t
common sense alone dictate that a
CSI congregation which functions
within half a mile of the Head
quarters of a CSI Diocese (South
Kerala) of the area should naturally
belong to that particular Diocese.
This remains as an unsettled issue
in the matter of relationships
between dioceses.

and Canada was their over-anxiety in
“empire building’; the ruthless cam-
paigning, the ultimatums, the “splitting
and doubling’ of congregations to lure
the votes of those who are unduly in-
fluenced, the hostile action of deser-
tion of the Ad-hoc Council meeting by
the church leader when he did not get
adequate support for certain plans/con-
stitutions etc. have caused further divi-
sions in congregations, and between con-
gregations, and between individuals.
Now, if some diocese in the CSI is bent
upon acceding the congregations in the
USA and Canada, it is nothing but an-
other demonstration of Madhya (Cen-
tral) Kerala's territorial ambition and
empire building as going on at
Trivandrum, Kerala. We all know how
people’s hard earned money was wasted

PAGE: 10
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in the pastl.iti_galing this issue: ““to which
diocese should the CSI Christ Church

' According to our faith, t]ie_ &ioceSe need not have be-

_La-g?g;}-ti011s of the USA and Canada
under Madhya Kerala. What kind of an

_come anxious and worried for “tomorrow’ as indicated
by its worldly scheme of “investing’ in an income pro-
ducing ‘commercial complex but should have used its
: 'n'lon_ey':ind.energy to further the Kingdom_ of Heaven,

LN

because Jesus said:

it is the nations of the world that

~strive after all these things;.and your father knows that
you need them. Instead strive for his kingdom, and all
these things will be given to you as well.”’.

in Trivandrum belong to? Doesn’t com-
mon sense alone dictate that a CSI con-
gregation which functions within half
a mile of the Head quarters of a CSI
Diocese (South Kerala) of the area
should naturally belong to that particu-
lar Diocese This remains as an unsettled
1ssue in the matter of relationships be-
tween dioceses.

Talking about the territorial ambi-
tion of Madhya Kerala diocese, it ap-
pears that the driving force in campaign-
ing to bring the congregations of USA
and Canada under Madhya Kerala is not
a spiritual one but a worldly one, as
this congregation is comprised of ma-
terially well placed members, of course,
from Central Kerala. One wonders, is
it not the same anxiety that is the driv-
ing force in campaigning to bring the

example are we presenting to our chil-
dren as a church, that is “*the next miracle
after Pentecost’’?

As regards the economic anxiety of
the Central Kerala Diocese, I must say
that I was amazed when I heard that the
Diocese has gone into Real Estate busi:
ness by building a Commercial Com-
plex at Kottayam city, of course, to en-
sure a steady flow of income: now the
question is: what is the mission of the
church? Is it in income producing busi-
ness or to search for the lost sheep and
to expand the Kingdom of Heaven? This
kind of policy and action puts in the
minds of people that the church does
not practice what it preaches - why should
the church worry about making money?
It appears that the Madhya Kerala di-
ocesan leaders ignore Luke 12: 29-31:

According to our faith, the diocese need
not have become anxious and worried
for “tomorrow’ as indicated by its
worldly scheme of “investing’ in an in-
come producing commercial complex but
should have used its money and energy
to further the Kingdom of Heaven, be-
cause Jesus said: “'it is the nations of
the world that strive after all these things,
and your father knows that you need
them. Instead strive for his kingdom,
and all these things will be given to you
as well.”” (Lk 12: 30-31). Doesn’t this
apply to the church/diocese? It is not
human beings who can or who should
assure the well being of any church,
but God. Incidentally, monies have been
collected by our diocesan leaders from
North America for specific purposes
such as to raise the salaries of the pas-
tors (Achans), and, specific gifts for
different worthy causes have been made
by individual congregation. Of course
God works through His people!

Finally, with all these vexation about
the so called ‘empire building’, I am
afraid, the leaders are directly and indi-
rectly promoting fissiparous tendencies
among the CSI people in the USA, both
laity and clergy from the various dio-
ceses in Kerala, and from the various
states of India. One can readily see such
transactions, and thereby giving a wrong
message to the flocks who assemble as
congregations. There was no such di-
visive tendencies among the people and
congregations prior to the steps of “empire

- building’ by the leaders. Who is the

guilty?

It would be, therefore, in the larger
interest of the Church of South India,
and the laity and clergy of CSI in the
USA and Canada, to maintain the present
policy, as decided by the CSI Synod on
July 4, 1993 that the CSI congregations
in the USA and Canada be under the
direct relationship of the Moderator. This
policy, to a great extent, can prevent the
divisive tendencies in their CSI circles
both in the North America and in India.

Also at this time, one remembers
the published letter of the then Mod-
erator which exhorted the congregations:
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WHAT ARE THE BASIC
PRINCIPLES OF YOUR|

CHARITABLE SOCIETY

ORGANISATION A FEL-
 LOWSHIP : s

The word Fellowship is based on the
scriptural principle of higher call ing. It im-
plies commitment to a higher purpose. Ina
Fellowship each member is committed to
one another, affirms and supports actively
another's calling. Fellowship implies a com-
munity life. Basically the idea started from
a small prayer group which we used to call
the “Fellowship Group”. The other alter-
native name would have been ‘An
Ashram’. Ashram is a Hindu concept with
strict disciplinary regime. Once we use that
term we should also strictly adhere to the
percepts of traditional Ashram and its prac-

tices. As we were not sure of the pattern, -

the members wanted to adopt, we thought
that it was better to use a flexible and wider
term, “Fellowship”.

NEW VISION

—

1. Members commit themselves for a liv-
ing Christ centered witness and a com-
mon life style living in one campus.

2. Allowance to members is drawn to
meet one’s basic needs, not necessar-
ily according to one's qualifications
or market value. The disparity be-
tween highest and lowest pay in the
institution run by the fellowship is not
exceeding about three times the low-
est. -

3. Provision is made for the education
of children of members and also other
staff from funds assigned for staff
children education. There is attempt
towards a “common purse” in meet-
ing financial needs from the common
fund contributed by members,

4. Christian charity and unanimity are the
basis of settling all debatable matters.

i

- Simplicity in life style is also accepted
though this is subject to individual de-
cision with some variation. But gen-
erally the standard of the average per-
son in the community we serve is taken
as standard of life style,

X HOW DID YOU FORM THE

" FELLOWSHIP?

InMiraj where I had my first medical
studies, a few students used to get fo-
gether every Saturday night for a time of
prayer in a quiet open ground. It was a
time wien we used to share our joys and
problems to onc another. This was an
experience of mutual strengthening and
spiritual support. Years went by, a time
came when we had to leave Miraj aficr
our studies and training,

The question came as to what to do
with our lives. Where to go? How do we
respond to the rare opportunity and privi-
lege we had to become doctors. Three

options appeared before us. One was to
stay back in Miraj and try to build up that
place to raise it into a medical college, so
that we can train generations of doctors
and other heaith professionals. Second
option was to go to some of the dying
christian mission hospitals and revive them
as foreign missionary doctors were leay-
ing India after India’s independence. The
last option was to go out into very needy,
neglected and remote areas and start work
as an adventure of Faith. Finally we chose
the last. Some in our group were keen on
going to North India under the leader-
ship of Dr. P.A Abraham. Some thought
of the South.I was the senior in the group
that opted south and they entrusted me to
find out a needy place. So I accepted a
Jjob in the C.S.I. mission hospital in
Kancheepuram near Madras.

As I was searching for a place a trav-
elling evangelist Bro.Raj told me of a very
backward rural area between Dindigul and
Palani 60 KM. apart where there is no
qualified doctor nor a hospital. During
this period I met Rev.Dr.R.R.Kaithahn
working in Gandhigram and whom I
knew while I was a university student
through the S.C.M. He said he has in
mind two places, most needy in Tamil
Nadu, one was Ramanad and the other
Oddanchatram. When I heard Rev.P.John
Varghese was near this place I contacted
him also. An immediate response came
from him saying that he was praying about
starting a medical centre in or around the
Pilgrim centre, Palani. He suggested that
we pitch our camp at Palani town and
visit oddanchatram three or four times a
week. Otherwise one cannot survive in
the famine stricken village, Oddanchatram,
where there is no electricity or water sup-
ply. But we thought we should share the
life of the villagers and serve them,

WHAT MADE YOU TO COM-
~ MIT YOURSELF TO BE A

MISSIONARY DOCTOR?

There are various factors, [ grew up

PAGE: 14
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INTERVIEW

in a loving christian family. My mother
had ne issue for some years after mar-
riage. She used to tell me that I was an
answer to the prayers of my parents. My
parents dedicated me to the work of an
evangelist.

‘There was two occasions when I made
a personal commitment surrendering my-
self to Jesus Christ. The first event was
when I was sixteen years, I was seri-
ously afflicted with typhoid fever. The
other was at a retreat conducted by Late
Bishop Abraham Marthoma when I was
in the final year in the university at twenty-
two years of age.

course for family medicine. A couple from
our fellowship(Dr.&Mrs.Cherian) had
gone to develop our branch centre in
Ambilikkai from a leproy and tuberculo-
sis centre to a larger project which has
now become a separate society.,

B3 ro wiom po vou crve
CREDIT FOR THE GRO/
WIH?

ARE YOU SUPPORTED BY|
DONOR AGENCIES?

God’s guidance in every step we take in
meeting the felt need from time to time.
We resist the temptation to expand. We
hope our centre will serve as a launching
spring board for young people to launch
out into the needy areas specially in the
North. Groups have already gone to
Orissa, Assam and other places. They
had also had hard times to start with but
God has blessed them to be His witness
in the holistic healing and development of
people.

HOW LARGE IS YOUR MIN-
"™ ISTRY OF HEALING?

From a small beginning in a thatched
shed, over the last 40 years, it has steadily
developed into a 270 bed hospital with
700 out patients a day with various
specialised departments. There are 43 doc-
tors about half of whom are post gradu-
ates. There is also a large community
health and development programme cov-
ering 19 villages around Oddanchatram.
We have also a training programme for
general nursing, multipurpose laboratory
technology, post graduate diploma course
for doctors (Dip. NB) as well as CMAI

A R,

IS CSI GOING.....

11-00 Galtfled mlmje m)shay)

...We have put you in contact with
our historically related mission partner
churches, so that you may affiliate and
grow in partnership with them in the mis-
sion of the Churches (sic) in that part of
our world, and at the same time witness-
ing as congregations to the unity of the
Churches (sic) in North America and
throughout the world”’. (Moderator Most
Rev. Dr. Victor Premsagar, January
1992). Do we see a regression, instead
of a progression? How can we relate to
the local churches in the U.S. and Canada,
if there cannot be a demonstrated and
practical unity among the CSI leaders?
Are the CSI leaders encouraging the CSI
congregations in the U.S. and Canada
toward the goal of establishing relation-
ship with the local churches, instead of
maintaining the isolation, and segrega-

tion among Christians? This was a con-

NEW VISION

R A R

We do not accept any kind of foreign
aid and depend entirely on local resources
in material and personnel.

It is the grace of God along with those
who reponded to his calling to serve with
minimum facilities. It is the sweat, blood
and tears of these dedicated, humble and
sincere people who shared their life in the
labour of love through the years. For ex-
ample a post graduate consultant draws a
meagre Rs.4000/- per month. This kind
of contribution and other cost effective
measures help in funding the support of
15 to 20% charity patients.

L ®! HOW DO YOU l:.NVISAGE

THE FUTURE?

This is an adventure of F.u{h We seek

cern expresscd by the then Moderator
Premsagar, quoting the participants of
the Lambeth conference, who have re-
portedly expressed their surprise at the
tendency of the CSI (who are being
praised for its fervor for unity) congre-
gations to isolate themselves from the
rest of the Christians in the U.S. and
Canada.

The big question is: is it socially, psy-
chologically and spiritually healthy for
our generations in North America to re-
main isolated from the mainstream Chris-
tian Society? ®

P wHAT 1S YOUR
MESSAGE TO YOU- [

R R R RN

NG PEOPLE?

If one commits his or her life to
Christ, there is great fulfilment in serv-
ing Him either in mission field or in a
secular set- up or in pursuit of scien-
tific medicine but one should be care-
ful not to fall into the trap of
commercialisation of medical profes-
sion or acquisition of wealth for one-
self. One may not have all the answers
immediately. But He will lead one, step
by step, grace upon grace to have the
great joy and satisfaction in following
the great Master Physician.
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Though many people are surprised to hear
that there was a resistance within Germany
against Hitler, it is not really surprising,
Although by 1932 the N.S Party had
become the largest party, it never achieved
absolute majority. In 1932, at the height
of the Depression, N. §. votes were al-
ready decreasing. Even afer Hitler had
tome to power in Mrach 1933, and amany
had already been killed by the Nazi ter-
ror, the N. S. s could not gain the major-
ity. This was particularly disappointing
for Hitler, for he wanted to prove that the
German people stood behind him like one
man. Inspite of having been persecuted,
manipulated and threatened, there were
seven million voters for the Social Demo-
crats, five million for the communists, four
million for the Catholic Centre Party, and
two million for smaller democratic par-
ties. Such an election result was actually
an act of resistance in itself, since the
polling centres were heavily guarded by
the SA brownshirts. Surely all these people
_ would not simply accept the defeat of
.!_ democracy or agree to the victory of a
! terrorist system!

e AR, B.a b e g po o =N <<}

But there were enough reasons for the
defeat of democrac, The communists, stron-
Best among the workers, had consistently
fought against the democratic Weimar Re-
public, the government of Germany be-
tween the two World Wars, and against
the Socialist party. All otehr parties were
disunited and fighting each other. The
Catholic and Protestant Churches had re-
mained aloof from the Weimar Republic
and had mostly remained conservative and
nationalistic. The older Germans could
not foget the monarchy and the authori-

tarian state under the Emperor. Many
Younger people looked down on the highly

RESISTANCE IN
THE THIRD REICH

JULIANE H JOHN

divided Republic and were dreaming of a
genuine “‘people’s community’’, and felt
elated by words like **Volk'* (the peopl),
nation, “*Reich’” and "Fuehrcr"(lcadcr).
They particularly hated the Republic for
having accepted the Peace Treaty of
Versailles, with its unfair verdicts and
punishments. The farmers were very dis-
gruntled at their worsening conditons and
Jjoined the N. §. in large numbers. The
Great Depression pushed the country into
the arms of a social revolution. The
demoralising effzct of years of unemploy-
ment with no hope in sight drove mil-
lions of Germans to the edge of despair,
Therefore,
the N. S. party.

Many Christians welcomed Hitler’s
coming to power, and regarded it as a
God willed change. They also felt reas-
sured by his anti-Communist ‘policy. The
Catholics, who had so far been second
class citizens, now felt proud at being fully
accepted. To finally bring Hitler to power
some elitist names were needed, like the
newspaper magnate Hugenburg, nthe in-
dustrial giant Thyssen or the wily politi-
cian von papen and the former crown
prince,

National Socialisin was not a logical
development' coming dircctly out of the
history of Prussia and Germany, but it
did find fertile soil to thrive in. Most Ger-
mans had been accustomed to live under
an authoritarian state, and they were in-
creasingly critical or hostile Lo the de-
mocracy of thes Weimar Republic. The lib-
eral ways and disorder-- if not chaos-- of
this first ever democratic government in
Germany played into the hands of Hitler,
For many Germans were only too ready
to turn to a charismatic leader who claimed
L ]

many more people voted for

he could create order, They were happy
to get a ruler who wanted obedience, dis-
cipline, and personal allegiance and Hitler
had a landslide victory in 1933, with the
majority of the Germans behind him.

Moreover, just as most Germans fel(
that the State had to be obeyed, this had
been the teaching of the Churches too.
The State was put by God. But the Church
int he Third Reich found itself in a very
difficult situation, for Hitler wanted to
uscd the churches for his prupose of cre-
ating a National Socialjst religion. Any
nationalistic  system needs religious
fervour, so they adulterated Christian re-
ligion, cleansed it of all Jewish elements,
included a German God and hero Jesus,
and even put a picutre of Hitler on the
altar to be worshipped. Thus many Church
members and pastors were forced to be
in the opposition and learnt how to resist
fearlessly the control by the Nazis, the
persecution by the Gestapo and the ruth-
lessness of the S§.

The world **resistance’” nevertheless
sounded strange to most German ears,
Many did not know its meaning.

The resistance within Germany was
never an organised public movement. In
fact, it had to function in secret, in small
groups or through individual effort. This
was becaise most Germans lad become
loyal National Socialists; the N. §. party
could expect support and help fromt he
local population. Anyone who disagreed
was regarded as u traitor. It s clear, there-
fore, that it was dangerous to life to be-
long to the resistance, even to the life of
one’s family. The Nazi apparatus had heen

| Continued to page 21 %
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The conceptual shift in Higher Edu-
cation which this Seminar is consider-
ing, I suppose, is the one that is re-
flected in the policy of the Government
to permit Self-financing Colleges of
Higher Education, specially meant for
giving training in technical and mana-
gerial skills to those who can afford to
by them. This however is not a shift
merely in education. It is in fact an ex-
tension into the field of higher educa-
tion of the government policy of
globalisation, that is, of letting the glo-
bal market decide the pattern of eco-
nomic development of the nation with-
out intervention from the government
in the name of social justice, protection
of natural environment or national self-
reliance; it is a decision to make eco-
nomic growth the ultimate criterion not
only of economic development but also
of social and cultural development of
the peoples of the country. This calls
for converting not only economic but
also cultural and educational goods and
services into commodities salable in the
market for profit, and therefore produc-
ing such of them which have a demand
from those consumers who have th most
purchasing power. It is necessary there-
fore to evaluate this “ideology” of the
market economy if we have to evaluate
the commoditisation of education
which is now adopted as government
policy as a part of its policy of giving
priority to economic growth.

Markets have been in existence in
every society from old times. It was
used by society as a means to achieve
its social objectives. Even when Adam
Smith made markets the providential
order, it was never the only criterion for
deciding economic activities. * The
view that markets and the price signals
they provide should be accepted as the
only criterion for all economic decisions
and actions became doctrine or ideol-
ogy only much later”, says CT Kurien
(The Economy P.108). Even when mar-
ket with its goal of economic growth
became decisive for economic activities
in capatalism, it was never accepted as
decisive for the non-economic areas of
social or cultural life. The ideologisation
of the market which commoditised and

Dr. M.M. Thomas

valued everything including culture and
morality in terms of its demand and price
in the market, is more recent. After the
disintergration of the socialist regimes
of Eastern Europe it has become the
dominant ideclogy globalised through
the Brettonwood Institutions, the IMF

If this is true, then tech-
nologies themselves need
reshaping to make them
acquire a human face and

embody values of justice
‘and community of life. It
s this that gives relevance
to the idea of "technology
with a human face".

and World Bank, in a unipolar world.

Of course, Individualism which el-
evates the individual as a law unto it-
self denying the larger dimension of
personal fulfillment through responsi-
bility to community and the mechanical
materialistc view of the universe char-
acteristic of the Newtonian age which
denied the organic and spiritual dimen-
sions of reality have been the ideologi-
cal framework of the market from the
beginning. But it is strange that they
have become globally reaffirmed after
all the Social Sciences have proved the
social dimension of human nature be-
yond doubt, and after Einstein has
brought about a revolution in the phi-
losophy of even the physical universe,
dispeacing the mechanical.

The Constitution of India formu-
lated by the founding fathers of Indian
nation-state has clearly laid down both
in its Preamble and in its Directive Prin-
ciples of State Policy, made politics and
economics instruments of social objec-
tive, rather than the reverse. Justice, lib-
erty, equality and frathernity, are the
goals to which “we the people” commit
ourselves in establishing the nation-

ONCEPTUAL SHIFT IN HIGHER
EDUCATION - A CRITIQUE

state. The word “socialist” which was
added later to indicate the character of
the Indian Republic only clarified this.
But the “socialist pattern of society”
was the declared goal of the Nehru era.
Further, education was conceived as an
instrument to realize the goal of the
casteless and classless society. The
State shall “make effective provision for
securing the right to work, to educa-
tion” (Part IV.41), provide “free and com-
pulsory education for all children” (45),
and “promote with special care the edu-
cational and economic interests of the
weaker sections of the people” (46). I
am not saying that the Nehru era real-
ized these goals. Far from it. But it never
repudiated them as goals to be striven
for. The shift today in th first place is in
the ideology of the leadership of the
nation-state and as a corollary in the
objective of education. The ultimate
commitment of the political community
today is to the “ideology” of market
economy with its prime objective of
economic growth which inheres the
promotion of class society with as much
of the patriarchies and hierarchies of
the traditional society and culture in-
tact as is possible; and education is con-
ceived as an instrument of this end.

Even in the meaning given to
privatization of education there is an
equivalent shift. Earlier, it was a call to
private agencies to enter the field of
education, at the primary level of help-
ing the State in imparting education to
the poorer sectiions of society and at
the level of Higher Eduation in impart-
ing liberal education for leadership of
political democracy and social change.
In fact the “fundamental duties” of citi-
zens, (enshrined later in the Constitu-
tion), gave priority to the development
of “scientific temper, humanism and the
spirit of enquiry and reform” (Part IVA).
Today the State is closing down State
primary schools for the poor, nor are
they interested in aiding private agen-
cies to conduct such schools, because
they see it as a costly exercise in social
welfare which reduces money for in-
vestment in hitech development aimed
at economic growth. Privatization today
is for conducting self-financing techni-
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cal and managerial professional col-
leges for the rich to take advantage of
the TNC's hi-tech growth-oriented pat-
tern of development.

The difference between education
understood only as training in techni-
cal skills within the ideology of the eco-
nomic growth and education for pro-
moting a technical society within the
framework of a culture of “scientific tem-
per, humanism, and the spirit of enquiry
and reform”, is indeed great. It is the
difference between promoting techni-
cal rationality which concentrates on
“means” of living and promoting revo-
lutionary rationality which examines
critically the *“ends” of living often em-
bedded but hidden in the so-called
neutal means. It is the difference be-
tween pursuing knowledge as power of
the self to exploit neighbour and con-
quer nature to satisfy human greed and
pride, and pursuing knowledge as
power responsible to social and eco-
logical justice and to the people whose
welfare is affected by the exercise of
that power.

The famous German woman libera-
tion theologian Dorothee Solle in her
essay on “A Christian Critique of Ide-
ology” (in Confronting Life: Theology
Out of the Context published by
ISPCK) speaks about a German film by
Lanzmann, where the technicians fol-
low the instructions of the Nazi ideolo-
gists in building a suitable truck to gas
the Jews, without any question, be-
cause they are interested only in scien-

R0 &I ala)SI0d =

tific technology and “brushes aside all
questions about side effects, victims
and interests as unscientific”. The tech-
nicians spoke technical words like load,
loading, units, and operational period
ignoring the meaning of these words in
the context: (The “load” meant children,
women and men in mortal terror. “Load-
ing” meant the herding of these crea-
tures by their executioners into the
trucks using dog whips. The “units”
were people who knew they were go-
ing to be killed. The “operation period”
was the time during which the people
utter death-cries as they suffocated
from the gas). She comments, “As I see
it, the technical experts or the manag-
ers who are totally free of ideology, are
the ones who are gaining ground. And
this supposed freedom of theirs from
ideology and their detachment from tra-
ditional myths is at least as dangerous
as the blinding of the masses by an
outspoken ideology such as Nazism
(p-33). Technocrats and Bureaucrats
unconcerned with values can easily go
along with Tyrants.

I must explain however my state-
ment above of the so-called means
which embodies but hides false ends
under neutrality. No technological sys-
tem is just neutral. It is always technol-
ogy integrated with some end in its very
structure. Therefore, an education that
gives training in technical skills and do
not help the trainees to examine and
discern the false ends which may be
hidden in the engineering the manag-

ing technology that they use, is no ser-
vice to humanity. Gandhi used to insist
that violence was embedded inl arge-
scale technology. Vandana Shiva finds
that much modemn science and technol-
ogy are patriarchal projects. Philosophy
of knowledge affirm that scientific
knowledge is the result of the subjec-
tive self observing objective purposes
of the self, always plays a part in the
knowledge attained. That part is greater
in social science and social technology.
It this is true, then technologies them-
selves need reshaping to make them
acquire a human face and embody val-
ues of justice and community of life. It
is this that gives relevance to the idea
of “technology with a human face”.

Any Higher Education which ig-
nores discourse on knowledge of so-
cial objectives and human values must
end in creating what the Radhakrishan
Report on Higher Education calls a
Rakshasa Raj. Of course you might well
feel that this is the situation in our in-
stitutions of liberal education even to-
day, and the new shift is only revealing
the truth of our present situation. But
realization of this truth is itself healthy
if it calls for a proper response to the
challenge of the situation.

(Paper presented at the consulta-
tion, organised by Kerala Council of
Churches and Academic cell of
Marthoma College.

Date 28-10-95 Place: Santinilayam
Thiruvalla.) L4
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perfected to spy on people, to denounce
others and punish those who were not seen
to be loyal. Many early resisters were lig-
uidated.

Thus the memebrs of the resistance
worked usually in strict isolation, with
little contact with others. There were too
many spies- at times, even family mem-
bers could not be trusted. The character-
istic feature of the German resistance (un-
like similar movements in other countries)
was that it was opposed to its own gov-
ernment, its own people.

Later in the war it became necessary
to accept the fact that in order to over-
throw Hitler and his government, meant
accepting defeat and occupation by the
enemy nations. As early as 1941, Helmuth
von Moltke, leader of a famous resistance

- group-- the Kreisau Circle-- said that only

a military defeat would bring a genuine
solution. He said this at a time when Ger-

many stood at the height of its power,
and controlling almost the whole of Eu-
rope. Bonhoeffer, held the same view.
These two ment ried to keep in touch with
the British to obtain their cooperation.
They and a few others felt that in the name
of freedom and humaneness, Hitler had
to be destroyed by all possible means.

The civil resistance was of two kinds.
There were those who form the outset had
been opposed to Hitler due to their won
backgroung and prior convgnsion-
whether liberal or communist. Since they
were in the resistance for years, many of
them were gradually eliminated.

The second group of resistance fight-
ers were quite different, and were often
the most active fighters. In the beginning
they had welcomed Hitler. They were oftern
enthusiastic about his improvement of the
conditions in Germany, and may have be-
longed to the N. S. party. Only whcn they
gradually understood what Hitler was aim-
ing at and saw his mnethods did they be-
giu to oppose him. The immorality of his

killing of the Jews, or of the populations
in the invaded countries and of enemy
soldiers; made them convinced opponents.
Often their change of heart began with
some non-conformist attitudes about things
in daily life-- those with children might
disagree with the new system of State edu-
cation; or young people with having to
join the Hitler Youth, after their own youth
groups had been forbidden and dissolved.
Church people objected to the many at-
tempts by Hitler to gain control; teachers
and workers reacted against the dissolu-
tion of their organisations, and agains tthe
methods of indoctrination. These resist-
ers realised more and more how it was
impossible to show any disapproval of
anything that was happening. They could
not accept the ruthless disreagrd of any-
one different; the frightening arrogance
of the ““master race’’ who believed that
other people had no right to live, expect
by doing slave labour. The pints of clear
divergence that thus emerged are too many
to be enumerated here. &
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New Vision's Editorial Board, Advisory
Board, Office bearers and other personnel are
highly commendable, in my opinion, for their sig-
nificant achievement in publishing this bi-monthly.
The articles are fair, impartial, interesting and in-
formative. It is evident that the originators' moti-
vation to uplift spiritual realities to nuture the con-
temporary Christian society, irrespective of de-
nominational differences, is being fulfilled. It ap-
pears that it was an adventure on their part, with a
vision to start the publication with very limited fi-
nancial resources for its support. | was privil(ged
to read the New Vision from the first to the present
issues and am well gratified for its performance.

The growth, development, advancement in
readership and format of the periodical are re-
markable, a sign of its wider acceptance. How ever,
there is considerable, scope for further improve-
ment in printing, size of the scripts, quality of
paper and such other aspects. If affordable, these
factors can immensely add to its effectiveness.

all.ods, albean),
Dal15ldn) BeTRO

| wish and-pray for its long lasting success.
My prayer is that God may use it as a vital source
for developing deeper understanding of the Holy
Scriptures in the lives of all its readers. | assure
continued financial support for this worthy cause.
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" Dearand Rev. Achan, we reached home safely.
We carried with us the greatest truth " Jesus never
fails'. Achan's service and good counsel was of
greatimpact on us. But for your timely help we could
not admit our daughter in CMC Hospital so soon.
Every thing went on so smoothly. Except for some
fever, my daughter is well now. We are sure achan
will pray for our daughter and for us always. | have
gone through achan's article in the New Vision and
itis timely and most wanted one. The response will
definitely be in great magnitude. | am passing on
the article to others. We are grateful to you for all
that you have done to us."

Rev. C. S. Philip
Chicago.
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Vignettes, if not a total vi-
sion of the church of the fu-
ture, were provided at a con-
ference of pastors and lay per-
sons, in about equal numbers,
in mid-October in Madras.

The primacy of the local
church as against the present
top-heavy organisational struc-
ture of the mainline denomina-
tions, a pastor accountable to
the parish for his time and dedi-
cation, and a laity shouldering
equal responsibility with the
pastor for the building up of the
Kingdom of God, were stressed
in the conference presentations.
The three-day gathering was for
“Dreaming About the church of
the Future.”

In the opening worship,

consultation ‘meeting
on "Christian Educa-
tion in Multi Faith

Society' was held from Oct.
12-14 at the C.S.I Centre Ma-
dras, sponsored by the Chris-
tian Education department of the
Church of South India and the

Rev. Premayya (Egmore
Wesley Church) compared the
present church to the helpless
victim in the good Samaritan
parable in that it is in dire need
of neighbors (a caring, partici-
patory laity) to bind up its
wounds and provide succour
and nourishment in the face of
the callous attitude of the church
bureaucracy (the priest and
Levite in the parable).

Dr. K. Rajaratnam,
Lutheran church leader, in his
keynote speech, emphasized
that the local congregations hold
the key to the future of the
church structure. The thrust
should be on (1) participatory
worship; (2) nurture of parish-
ioners, both young as well as
adult; (3) proclamation of the

PRIMACY OF THE

Varkey M. Cherian

good news through life and wit-
ness and (4) active promotion
of social justice.

Dr. Devasagayam (Gurukul
seminary) saw the local
congregation's pastor as a fa-
cilitator among 'priesthood of
believers.' The future church'’s
ministry should be a team ef-
fort to involve in and continue
with Christ's mission on earth,
Three strands of this ministry
were pinpointed by him: (a)
constant prayer quest in find-
ing out God's purpose for the
congregation; (b) constant
awareness of the parishioners'
identity as God's children and
what that awareness entails, and
(c) a consistent example to oth-
ers in the neighbourhood of the
church.

JOSEPH MANI - OLASSA

Senate member, Searampore
College. He remarked that the
theme is much daring and we
should know which are the
doctrines that divide us from
other religion..

We should aim at one world

World Council of Churches.
The inaugural meeting was pre-
sided by Dr. K. Rajaratnam,

and one humanity. Rev, Hans
Ucko, office on Inter-Religious
Relations, W.C.C., introduced

the theme through a question
"What do you think if you hear
some one say he is a real Jew/
He is a real Christian? The an-
swer for the latter may be posi-
tive. How do you feel people
of other Faith. Today the world
is changing and we too need to
be cope with it. Christian Edu-
cation should enable us to dis-
cover the light and truth. He
narrated an interesting story to
show the importance of Chris-
tian education to children.
“Once god asked the people of
Israel to whom was ' Thora'-
the first five books of Moses
given. The people said that it
was for the Patriarchs. But God
said a big No to their answer.
Then the people said 'the
Prophets'. God disapproved the
answer. At last the people said

The conference had occa-
sion to take a look at a Presby-
terian congregation in the
United States through a presen-
tation by an Indian-born lay
leader, Mr. David Rendall, He
described how a pastor is cho-
sen by the congregation and
how the ministry is shared by
lay persons; how the sacra-
ments, teaching, visitations, the
outreach mission, and the dis-
cipline of the pastor and the pa-
rishioners are their joint respon-
sibility. The church hierarchy
only lays down broad policies,
and acts as the apex court of
appeal,

Bishop Anandarao Samuel,
a former Moderator of the
C.S.L, in his valedictory ad-
dress, stated that the church

that Thora was given for their
children and God said it was
s0."

Prof. George Koshy, the
General Secretary C.S.I.
Synod, quoted the words of
Arch Bishop of Canterbury and
said, Church is only one gen-
eration from extinction, if we
neglect Christian education for
our children.

Dr. C.A. Perumal, Univer-
sity of Madras praised the role
of early missionaries who
opened the eyes of the op-
pressed and uplifted them by
providing proper education,
Ven. U. Ratnapala Thero,
Maha Bodhi Society, Madras,
(the Buddhist leader) in his
speech told that the welfare
and well-being of human be-
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LOCAL CONGREGATION

should be a movement, and not
an institution, marching toward
the Kingdom of God. A
church's life should be rooted
in an everyday encounter with
God just as Moses' encounter
with Him in the burning bush.
Christ should be our eternal con-
temporary; a church's mission
is Christ's mission, that is, al-
ways identifying with the dis-
possessed and the marginalised
in society. Christ, he said,
should be preached in humil-
ity, realizing that Christ is at
work in other religions too. He
is not exclusively our own. A
church's life and activities have
to be irradiated by the Holy
Spirit.

That the indigenous mis-
sionary effort is a silver lining
in the otherwise clouded Indian
church scene was brought home

vividly by Mr. M. Patrick
Joshua (Friends Missionary
Prayer Band). During the last
decade, there has been a real
explosion of missionary activ-
ity in various, unreached areas
of our country, mainly by the
parachurch agencies such as the
FMPB. Those sent identify
themselves with the backward
and tribal peoples among whom
they bring the good news and
help in very trying circum-
stances. Their saga of sacri-
fice and dedication win souls
by the tens of thousands.

The conference was con-
ducted by the Rev. Roopsingh
Carr, founder-director of the
Scripture Applied Leadership
Training (SALT) institute in
Madras. Rev. Carr moderated
the discussions. He plans to
have similar conferences in

Christ should be our eternal contem-
porary; a church’s mission is Christ’s

mission, that is, always identifying with
the dispossessed and the marginalised

'society. Christ, he said, should be

p:reached in humility, reahzing that

Christ is at work in othe religions too.
He is not exclusively our o

A church s life and activitles haye to

be irradiated by

1996 and '97 and hopes to bring
out a blueprint of the church of
the next century.

The participants who num-
bered over 50 were drawn
mostly from the southern states;
they represented both the main-
line and evengelical churches.

the Holy Spirit.

The conference was in line
with SALT's ongoing programs
of training Christian lay persons
to be preachers, evangelists,
church administrators, and
youth leaders so as to strengthen
the ministry in the pastorates.

EDUCATION MULTI - FRITH

ings is the ultimate aim of all
religions. As we are living in a
multi-faith society we should
know the teachings of other re-
ligions and their Custom and
faith. Rev. Prasanna Kumari
Executive secretary UELIC,
through an illustration showed
the danger of teaching Sunday
School children that our faith is
the only unique one.

Bishop Dr. P.G. Kuruvilla
the Chairman of Christian Edu-
cation Department in his wel-
come speech said that Multi-
faith Society is a reality not only
in India but also thoughout the
world. We are living in a tech-
nically interlocked world and
our responsibility is to build up
a genuine human Community.
Rev. Dr. Arun Gopal, Direc-
tor Christian Education Depart-
ment, CSI Synod, extended a

hearty vote of thanks to del-
egates from different religions
and churches. Delegates repre-
sented not only the Dioceses of
the CSI but also churches like
Mar Thoma, Orthodox, Catho-
lic, Lutheran, Methodist and
Christian Education Agencies
like AISSA, CEEFI, ISSU, SU,
UELIC.

Papers on the theme were
presented by Bishop Dr. R.
Paulraj, Deputy Moderator CSI
and discussions followed on it.
Bishop said that Christian Edu-
cation should transform the in-
dividual as well as the society.
He admitted that transformation
of the Kingdom on Earth to the
Kingdom of God is not an easy
task. He referred to the trans-
migration and Karma Marga in
the Hindu faith which he fears
may lead to fatalism and idle-

ness. He advised Christian edu-
cators to enter in dialogue with
people of other faith not to find
their faiths but to appreciate
which is worthy in them and to
have a healthy understanding.

Another paper was pre-
sented by Bishop Elia Peter,
Methodist Church in India. He
highlighted the different aspects
of Christian Education in a
Multi-Faith Society. The Most
Rev. I. Jesudasan Former Mod-
erator, CSI in his Bible Study
asked the participants of the
consultation on Christian Edu-
cation in a Multi-Faith Society
to demolish the walls built in

their minds and see people of

other religions in the right per-
spective. We should make
bridges and not break them.
The Bishop said that we often
talk above transformation but

SOCIETY

seldom like to be transformed.
Truth is not a theology but is
the out pouring of god's love.
Whatever we do against His
love is sin. Christian Education
in a multi faith Society can be
effective only with prayer and
he advised the delegates to pray
for our Hindu and Muslim
brothers. At the valedictory ser-
vice Rev. Mrs. Krupaveni
Prakasa Rao, wife of Bishop in
Krishna Godavari Diocese was
the preacher. She reminded the
triangular harmony of the time
of creation which is now miss-
ing in the society. Understand-
ing the faith of our neighbors is
recovery to a deeper understand-
ing of our own faith. The meet-
ing came to a close on the third
day with lunch.
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"Good service,
good coverage,
good price-
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® J State Farm is there.®

. State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

CHRIS ANGILERI
Agent '
15 S. Cass Avenue Off: (708) 960 - 3100
Westmont, IL 60559 Fax: (708) 960 - 9740
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