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MESSAGE

"LET THE WORDS
OF MY MOUTH..."

Rev. P.K. Sunny

“Of your unspoken words you are the master,
of your spoken words, the servant, of your
written words, the slave." -A Quaker Proverb- | &

he words that come out of our mouth can bring far reaching consequences. We all stumble on our

words. Tongue is a small part of our body, but it makes great boasts. A$ a great forest is set on fire

T by a small spark, tongue can corrupt one's whole life and tarnish one's total personality. Tongue
can alienate God and man from us. So we have to use words with caution. Tongue can have power
to direct, destroy and delight. ;

There was a quarrelsome husband and wife. Arguments and putting blame on each other were their daily
affair. An aunt who knewthemandtheir problems very well wanted to givethemaNew Year gift. She sewed Psalm
19: 14 “may the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing.in your sight O Lord, my Rock
and my Redeemer"-on a beautiful piece of cloth.then framed it and gave it to them. One day as usual they began
to argue and blame each other, suddenly they both happened to look at the framed verse and stopped bickering.
Thereafter they began to control themselves by way of taming their tongue.

Job was in distress, his friends came to comfort him, but their words were insensitive, offensive, presumptu-
ous, and long winded. Better a few words that help and heal than many that hinder and hurt. Once a preacher
prayed, "Lord, fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff and stop me when | have said enough.” There are said to be
three tests through which our words must pass. First: is it true, then, is it needful and the last, is it kind?

Fiery words can defile a home and shatter a person. One of the sorrows our Lord had to bear when he was
here on earth was the way his enemies talked about him. They called him a man "gluttonous and a wine bibber."
Matthew 11:19. Even his own people sometimes said bad about him. "Only in his own hometown and in his own
‘house is a prophet without honor." Matthew 13:57. . ;

Itis said that for every word in Hitler's book, Meinkampf one hundred and twenty five lives were lost in World
War Il. Our own words may not have caused wars or wrecked cities, but they can break hearts and ruin
reputations. So are we supposed to make a New Year resolution that we will keep caution in making use of our
tongue. Betternot make a resolution because January promises may be broken in February. What we really need
to do is to seek the help of the Holy Spirit, to take control of our tongue and give words seasoned with salt, also
we have to repent and resolve like Peter who denied Jesus but went out and wept bitterly. Michael Quoist the
late French Priest had a wonderful prayer of confession:

Lord, don't look at me like that
For | am naked, | am dirty,

| am down,

Shattered, with no strength left
| dare make no promises

| can only lie bowed before you.

Rev. P.K. Sunny was formerly a lecturer in Bishop More College Mavelikara. At present he is the Minister of
St. Peter's United Church of Christ in Murphysboro in U.S.A.
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ARTICLE

THE
MAKING

OF A
BISHOP

Dr. Benjamin Issac

or the Christian churches scattered throughout
n the world, and who ardently believe in the institu-

tion of the Bishopric, installing of a Bishop is as
important and significant as crowning a king. In the year
1947, a varied group of Protestant Christian denominas
tionscame togetherun-
der one banner to form
the Church of South
India. However, oneim-
portant issue that kept
the unitinggroups apart
for a while was the in-
stitution of bishops in
the nascent, uniting |
Church. The orthodox |
Anglican group keptin-
sisting that the new,
uniting Church mustac-
cept the institution of
bishops, while those of the Reformed tradition in the group
were totally averse to it. However, a consensus was
thrashed out, since the coming together of the different
denominations was urgent, with the imminent departure
of the British Raj from India. In great haste, the agreement
to unite was signed, known to-day as the declaration of
"The Basis of Union". And even to this day, the united
Church is struggling to discover the "Basis of Mission" for
this union. This is one reason for the Church facing the
present leadership crisis. And unless we help to bring
about a timely solution to this great leadership crisis we
. are facing to day, we may not be able to arrest the rapid
spread of this pernicious epidemic to the leadership
issues facing our parishes, institutions and programmes.

Asaworkerfor over two decades in the Church related

NEW VISION

hospital in Bangalore, | had the opportunity to be involved
in the various decision making bodies of the Diocese, and
| witnessed in this period nearly three Bishops installed
and retired. One thing was obvious: the road to the
bishop's throne was never smooth.

| was intimately involved in one such episode. The
Council had named the panel, the Synod had made its
choice but the final symbolic approval by God at the
Consecration Ceremony could not take place because
the Civil Court had once-again applied its veto. The Synod
immediately:mobilised its forces with lightning speed and
had the Civil Court's "Stay order", vacated, precisely over
the week-end. | was told it was all "Providential". Follow-
ing this, the very next day, a Sunday, was hastily fixed for
the consecration ceremony, because Monday would have
been too late. Bishops for the task of laying of hands atthe
consecration service were flown from the four corners of
the southern States of India; and those living nearer,
travelled overnight in durable and trustworthy Mercedes
Benz cars. The entire team arrived at the Cathedral in the
early hours of Sunday morning, and even before a formal
breakfast could be served, the Consecration Service was
commenced behind the closed doors of the Cathedral, for
fear that some dissidents would disturb the most solemn
and sanctified service. The Bishop was consecrated, the
doors of the Cathedral
1 were thrown wide open
| and the world was pre-
| sented with the newly
consecrated Bishop of
| the Diocese. The whole
consecration service
was conducted almost
i on a war footing. Even
though the Bishop was
installed, lwas sure the
actual problem was not
solved. The activist
who had initiated the
stay order was forgiven in good Christian fashion, and he
was even inducted into the apex decision-making body of
the Synod and Diocese. Strange indeed are the ways by
which the Synod and the Diocese solve their problems!

Many in the Church have asked the question: is there
any solution to this sordid state of affairs? Some have
even gone to the extent of suggesting the total abolition of

“the post of Bishop. This is like saying that the best way to

treat a headache is to cut off-the head itself. It must be
accepted that the Church needs a spiritual leader, and it
is about time the Church authorities made a sincere
attempt to look into the whole question of the institution of
bishops in our Church, so as to avoid the regrettable
scenes thatfaithfully take place atalmost every consecra-
tion service.




ARTICLE

The Constitution of the CSl has clearly set down the
functions of a Bishop and the manner in which a bishop is
made. And, of the ten functions enumerated in the Con-
stitution, the first nine speak of his role of nurturing the
pastors; taking a lead in Evangelism; he has a teaching
role towards the priests and the laity, he has to oversee
the worship in the Churches and prepare men and women
for ordination as priests and bring about discipline among
the priests and the congregation. No where in the list of
functions is he assigned the role of an administrator. In
fact, the tenth function

this context | can only make it known to many that from its
very beginning, the CSI was not clear about its under-
standing of the institution of the bishopric. The whole
thinking on this matter has been clouded with confusion.
If only one can take time to interpret carefully the docu-
ment "Basis of Union', it would be crystal clear that at the
inception itself “The UNITING CHURCHES ACCEPTED
THEHISTORIC EPISCOPATEINITS CONSTITUTIONAL
FORMONLY AS PART OF THE BASIS OF UNION. AND
THE RELATION OF THE BISHOP TO HIS PEOPLE
WAS TO BE THAT OF

is definitely averse to!
hisbeing an administra=|
tor wheniit says that the | _
“bishop of the dioceses | gay ¢
shall not as bishop or|
president of the Dioc-| J
esan Council have any | .
separate controllingau- | /Al

thority overthefinances | Ty

of the Diocese".

However, the reality |
today is otherwise: the |
Bishop is the Adminis- |

A CHIEF PASTOR...
AND NOT AS LORD
EITHER IN ACT OR
TITLE". It was also rec-
| ognized at the time the
"Basis of Union" was
signed, that "WITHIN
THE UNITING
| CHURCHES, DIFFER-
| ING VIEWS AND BE-
|LIEFS PREVAILED
| ABOUT EPISCOPACY,
‘| WHICH HAVE BEEN
IFRANKLY RECOG-

trator, the Property Man-
ager, and holds the Power of Attorney for buying and
selling properties. More than ninety percent of his time is
taken up in administering the Diocese, managing the
affairs of the Church-related institutions like Schools,
Colleges, Hospitals etc. The constitution provides for the
post of an administrator and a property manager, but this

. post is often kept vacant for decades and the Bishops

seem to have been happy to shoulder the responsibility of
the administrator and property manager. | was told thata
suitable administrator could not be found among the laity!

Inmy long years of services as a Diocesan employee,
itwas always a puzzle to me as to why there was such a
scramble among the ordained ministers to occupy the
Bishop's bungalow. And | fully endorse the view of many
who attribute this stampede to the "POWER-PRESTIGE-
PERKS" that the office brings, and least of all to the great
spiritual responsibilities that go with the post. The manner
in which the Bishop is to be made is clearly put down in
twenty pages of the Constitution, whereas the functions
hardly take up two pages. Inspite of the elaborate proce-
dure laid down for the making of a Bishop, we see clearly
thatthe making of a Bishop is primarilya game of numbers
and the final outcome depends largely on how one can
skilfully manipulate the numbers game! And we now have
nearly fifty years of experience in this game!

Many would like to see "attempts at redeeming the
Episcopacy”, and at the same time many others with
vested interests would like to maintain the status quo. In

NEW VISION

NISED THROUGHOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS". The

declaration further goes to say that"THE ACCEPTANCE
OF EPISCOPACY BY THE UNITING CHURCHES IN
WHICH THERE ARE SUCH DIFFERING VIEWS AND
BELIEFS" and further continues to say that it was "NOT
TOBETAKENAS COMMITTING THEUNITED CHURCH
TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF ANY PARTICULAR INTER-
PRETATION OF THE EPISCOPACY AND, FURTHER,
NO SUCH PARTICULAR IN TERPRETATION SHALL
BE DEMANDED FROM ANY MINISTER OR MEMBERS
OF THE UNITED CHURCH".

We canatonce see thatthe uniting Churches probably
accepted the institution of the Bishopric to facilitate their
uniting under one name, little anticipating the continuing
damage if could cause the Church, It is clear that confu-
sion and chaos were there right at the beginning; it
persisted after the union and it has continued to worsen as
the years have gone by. The crisis thus created has not
helped the Church in the least, but it has brought a
growing disunity and discord right in the open. The Church
truly needs a spiritual leader and therefore, change we
must, but change requires a great measure of faith,
sacrifice and courage; otherwise, the world is bound to
say--people get the government they deserve!

[Dr. Benjamin Isaac is a former Medical Superinten-
dent of the CSI Hospital Bengalore.]

Curtesy: People's Reporter
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CHRISTIAN PSYHOLOGY

@ Peace will come to you when you
realize that God who gave you the
desire for health, happiness, and
security can bring all your dreams
to pass in Divine Order.’

® Maintain the peacefui, harmoni-
ous atmosphere in the home. Re-
member that children grew up in
the image andlikeness of the domi-
nant atmosphere in the home.

@ You can tune in on the God of
peace within you and experience
the peace that passeth under-
standing. :

® You cannot find inner peace until
you empty your mind of all the
poison pockets of hate, ill will, and
self-condemnation. You do this by
filling your soul with God's love.

e Tranquilizerswillnot give you paise
orpeace of mind because they are
transitory. The cause is in you own
thought and feeling. Busy your
mind with the thoughts of peace,
harmony, love and good will to all.
Your changed mental attitude will
give you peace and harmony.

@ Thegreatjoyisinovercomingand
meeting the challenges of life. The
thrill, the joy, and the ecstasy is in
solving the crossword puzzles of
life and not by drugging yourself so
that you lose all initiative and in-
centive.

® Remember, youalohe are respon-
sible for the way youthink. You are

ON CHRISTIAN
PSYCHOLOGY
REV. DR K.S. GEORGE, (U.S.A.)
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the only thinker in your universe.
How do you think?

® Hatred is a deadly polson which
debilitates the entire organism. Get
your thoughts in tune with Divine
love and harmony, and you will
find inner peace.

@ Your faith must be placed in the
guidance of God, in the love of
God, inthe harmony of God, andin
Divine law and order. Real faith
must be placed in the working of
your conscious and subconscious
mind and inthe truths of God which
never change. Let your faith be in
@od and all things good, and won-
ders will happen in your life.

@ Your thought is creative, and you
are what you think all day long.
This knowledge will deliver you
from countless fears, worries, fore-
bodings, and trepidation of all soris.

@ Love is the fulfilling of the law of
health, happiness. and peace.
Love is being loyal and devoted to
the One Power, the Supreme
Cause, andtoknow no other. When
you love God you will love all men.

® Remember, you go where your
vision is. Think big, feel big, and’
know in your heart that you are
one with God, and you will project
a radiance, a joy, and a healing
vibration which bless all who come
within your orbit now and forever-
more.
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| am ehclosing herewith acheque
for the sum Rs. 100 (one hun-
dred only) being my contribution
for the year 1995. New Vision
has improved all round.

In the early forties and the early
fifties Singapore Courts used to
sentence accused persons fo
simple imprisonment. Later on
this was changed to binding over
with sureties. The accused per-
sons usedtobeinvariably women
" and attempts to take one's own
life was by swallowing easily ob-
tainable poison like caustic soda;
hanging cases were rare.

Long time back - in the fifties - |
remember a young lady, with
children being charged with at-
tempted suicide, and beingbound
over. After abiout 40 years the
couple recently visited me. All
their children are well educated,
well-employed and married. The
couple themselves are happily
getting old.

Jacob Mathew
Wattacheril
Kulasekharam

|
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he Indian Christian com-

munity has come a long -
way from the early years

of emigration, when a small num-
berof our people who came here to
study or work gathered occasion-
ally for prayers and worship.
Through the years this number in-
creased substantially and conse-
quently the need for the develop-
ment of formal organised structure
also was felt.

All of us admit that members of
our community are caught up in a
cultural dilemma. On the one hand
we live with the fear of losing our

own familial, spiritual and cultural -

values and on the other hand we
face the difficulty of living in this
society without being an integral
part of it. Mostly the fear forces us
to create our own ghettos where
weattempt to recreate the life style
which we had left behind in our little
Kerala. In this process people tend
toequate the church with this ghetto
and the church thus becomes a
prison orasymbol of cultural bond-
age instead of the symbol of libera-
tion we experience in Jesus Christ.

What is the outcome of this
ghetto mentality of ours? Redun-
dancy and decadence! As a com-
munity uprooted from its natural
environments, we face a problem
of survival. This is aggravated by
the ghettoism. In our own secluded
ghettos we are like tropical plants
kept in the botanical gardens. If
and when anything happens to the
artificial environment, the plant with-

ers away. This actually is happen-
ing to us here. We too vanish when
we are out of the ghetto. The fear of
melting away when one gets out of
the ghetto, encourages the guard-
ians of the ghetto mentality to
strengthen and perpetuate the
ghetto. For many it is the best way
or even the only way to preserve
ourculturalidentity, even whenthey

The =
children are
the real victims
of these ghettos.
We the grown ups,
who have come
from Kerala enjoy
this ghetto because
it brings to us the
nostalgia of Kerala
life; it gives us the
happiness of being
in a time machine
through which we
have stopped the
movement of time.
But alas for the
children, their child-
hood is being taken
away. They are like
birds enclosed
in golden
cages.

-

themselves consider it as burden-
some and suffocating.

The children are the real victims
of these ghettos. We the grown
ups, who have come from Kerala,
enjoy this ghetto because it brings
to us the nostalgia of Kerala life: it
gives us the happiness of being in
a time machine through which we
have stopped.the movement of
time. But alas for the children, their
childhood is being taken away.
They are like birds enclosed in
golden cages.

Whatcan we dointhis dilemma?
There is a general notion that we
have only two options. First option
is to continue to be in the artificial
world of the ghetto and consider
this the best and blessed life. The
other option is to let ourselves go,
jump into the melting pot of the
American society and become an
integral part of this society through
Culturalintegration. It may look as if
these are the only two options be-
fore us. It is true only for those who
seekeasy options. Itis in situations
like this that our faith is being chal-
lenged and its usefulness ques-
tioned. '

If we confuse the faith of the
church with culture we will be mak-
ing a major errar. Although the faith
is expressed partially through cul-
ture, faith cannot be identified with
one culture. Church transcends .
cultural, national, social and ethnic
barriers. In a situation like the one
we experience here in America,
where each family experiences the
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tension, the solution is not an easy
one. If we opt for one of the easy
solutions mentioned above it will
be suicidal.

If we opt forthe ghetto mentality
and succeed in keeping our chil-
dren in the ghetto there is a distinct
possibility of their flying away into
the land of*no return the moment
they feel free to assert their free-
dom. These ghetto children will
have problems in adjusting to the
life in an unprotected and open
environment. -

If we opt for the second choice of

throwing all our values overboard "

and climb into the band wagon of
cultural assimilation it will be still
worse and there will be no more
WE‘ ‘-

In this predicament we have to
search for a new option. | think the
new. option is confrontation and
mutation. We cannot achieve any-
thing by avoiding or running away
from the problems. We have to

admit the realities and should be

willing to look for solutions. Let us
first of all admit that we are no
longer in Kerala, the possibility of
many of us returning to Kerala is
only very remote and the environ-

ment in which we live is different. *
‘The first step in our search for a

meaningful life here is the accep-
tance of the realities. If we are able
to do this it is easier for us to have
an openness to our new environ-
ment and new needs. As we
achieve the inner openness we will
see this in a new light and the need
for change will dawn within us. We
will realize our own insufficiency in
dealing with it and we will look up to
God for guidance.

Any change is painful and it is
. more so fora Diaspora community.

NEW VISION

This was the experience of the
Israelites also. When God led them
to freedom from Egypt, at the first
instance of @ problem they ques-
tioned Moses who was chosen by
Godtolead them. Likewise we also
are used tocertainways. Fochange
those time honoured customs_ and
traditions is painful for us. We are
worried about the future. The un-
certainty of the unknown future dis-
suades many of us to part with the
familiar customs and traditions. As
a Diaspora community we do not
have the natural environment where
a natural growth takes place. For
us the clock has stopped the day
when we boarded the flight from
India and this has brought stagna-
tion and decadence to our lives.

We are not aware of the changes

taken place back in Kerala since
our departure and because of our
indifference we do not make any
changes in our life style. Thus we
have made ourselves into a stunted
community.

As we open ourselves we real-
ize that there are .thousands of
things in this society which are help-
ful forus and our growth. The open-
ing up of ourselves will help others
also to see us in a new light. We
truly believe that we have a value
system which is better than that of
the surrounding society. Let us re-
late ourselves with our neighbours
and share our lives with them. Let
our neighpors see the beauty of
our culture @nd be influenced by it. -
Let them understand that there is
more to Indian culture than the
curry smell. As we relate ourselves
openly to others we also may look
into ourselves and willcome across
areas within us that need to be
changed. We will see ourselves in
a new light, With this our growth
begins, we will see new horizons
and new visions.

This is the challenge we have to
face. The purpose of the formation
of the new Archdiocese should not
be considered as the strengthen-
ing of the ghetto, but its demolition.
With the establishment of this new
Archdiocese we have begun our
searchfora newidentity, the search
for a meaningful and relevant ex-
pression of our faith, a search for
new interpretations of the faith of
our fathers, a search for new tradi-
tions. Let us jointly do this search
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

IT IS TIME FOR US TO
CHANGE, ITISTIME FORUSTO
GROW

»
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FOR PROVATE CIRCULATION NEW VISION Annual contribution: Rs. 50/-

Single copy contribution: Rs. 10/-

With Best Compliments
From

"Good service,
good coverage,
good price-

4 | That's State Farm
| *| insurance."

STATE FARM

INSURANCE Like a good neighbor
® . State Farm is there.”

State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington. lllinois

CHRIS ANGILERI
Agent
15 S. Cass Avenue Off.: (708) 960 - 3100
Westmont, IL _6_055? | Fax: (708) 960 - 9740

Edited by Prof. Mathew Koshy Punnakadu and Published by Rev. Prof. K. C. Mathew for
New Vision - Manganam, Kottayam - 18




