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God’s Way

| asked the Lorgd for a

fresh buich of flowers

but instead he gave me an ugiy
Cactus with many thorns,

I asked the Lord for some
beautifyl butterfl,es,

but instead he gave me

many uzly and dreacful worms.
I was threarened,

I was disappointed,

| mourned.

But after many days,

Suddenly,

| syw the cacrus bloomed
with many beantifyl flowers,
and those worms

became beautiful butterflies
flying in the Spring wind.
God's way is the best.

(This poem was published in “GLAD
TIDINGS", Canada.)
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Church of South India -
A church going Global?

John T. Wattachanackal, MSW, MSIR, (Loyola, Chicago)

(Part IT)

A session of the Ad-hoc Council
of the CSI congregations of North
America was subsequently held in
Chicago on March 28, 1992 with proper
notice and agenda. This meeting of
the Ad-hoc Council was held in a tense
situation as there was already warn-
ing in the air: "either accept this con-
stitution today, or, you won't have
council, and you won't be recognized
as a CSI congregation!" At the same
time, the Moderator's Representative
(Bishop of Central Kerala Diocese)
hastened to correct the contents of the
Moderator's latest letter that was just
released (January 1992) as well as a
published official report of the Decem-
ber 1991 New York City meeting,
claiming that it was a "misunder-
standing’.

The March 1992 Ad-hoc Coun-
cil itself was presided by the
Moderator's Representative, but-
tressed by the presence, direction, and
avowed support of the Moderator
himself. Important democratic proce-
dures were flaunted, and parliamen-

tary procedures were discarded. -

Elected representatives of congrega-
tions were subjecied to intimidation,
and were forced to be quiet with ulti-
matums when some of the questions
were raised. However, the Ad-hoc
Council finally recommmended a con-
stitution for the Council of CSI Con-

gregations in North America with the -

stipulation that it would be adopted
only when approved by two third of
the fifteen congregations.

It so happened that by the time
the next meeting of the Ad-hoc Council
(scheduled and notice given for July
19, 1992, the final day of the 1992
Annual CSI Family and Youth Con-
ference held at Wheaton, Illinois), only

SEPT-OCT-93

six out of the fifteen congregations
had given their partial approval for
the proposed Constitution. Threats
were made directly and indirectly from
the very first day of the four consti-
tution would not be endorsed to the
Synod! The scheduled meeting of the
Ad-hoc Council, which was to meet in
the afternoon of the last day of the
conference, a Sunday, ended in_mo-
ments of high tension and futility.
This was caused by the act of aban-
donment of the sheep by the chief
shepherd! The Moderator's represen-
tative (Bishop), who was with the flock
until after lunch that Sunday and the
previous three days and nights, and
one who preached, prayed, sung, cel-
ebrated the Holy Communion, and ate
together, left the meeting premises,
conveniently, and unnoticed by the
Ad-hoc Council members while hey
were made waiting for him at the
appointed time at the adjacent build-
ing. Only after the lapse of about an
hour, his delegates came and advised
the waiting representatives, that the
Moderator's representative left as he
wasdisappointed at the lack of support
for the proposed constitution!

Now, it is understood that in May
1993, the CSI Synod has decided that
effective July 4, 1993 the CSI congre-
gations in the USA and Canada will
be under the direct relationship of the
Moderator.

Having presented a brief account
of the state of the CSI Congregations
in the USA and Canada, one feels
confident in stating that the CSI
Congregations in the USA and Canada
would wholeheartedly welcome any
Bishop to their midst. This is so, be-
cause of the understanding of the very
nature of CSI's founding principles,




by which the pastoral, evangelistic,
and teaching functions of the bishop
are stressed even above liturgical,
disciplinary, and administrative du-
ties. Also we are cognizant of the fact
that here we have CSI members from
all over South India (and also CNI
members). Past practice shows that in
selecting a Moderator's Representa-
tive for the CSI Congregations in North

America, much preference was given |

to a particular region; this ought to
change for the sake of unity among
CSI members from all regions, and

|

thus tostrengthen the church. Also,, if |
the 1947 spirit of the CSI, and the |

subsequent suggestions of the
Lambeth Conferences are to be heeded

|

by way of affiliation or official rela- |

tionship with a local church, it would
be unjustifiable, disecriminatory and
psycho-socially inappropriate to
maintain separate congregations for
the many linguistic groups from India.
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YOUNG VISION

About Qup
Chureh

Miriam P. Mathew

The name of our chur h is C.S.I,
Congregation, Chicago. It worship in
Agape House, agape means "love” in
German. It is located in the center of
Chicago. Because of its location it is
convenient for all the C.S.I, members in
and around Chicago. This church is
very convenient for us because on
Saturdays, Sundays and in the summer
itis always free for us, as it is a students
chur¢h center for the University of
Chicago circle campus ministry. We rent
it from Lutheran Campus ministry. |
remember that my Dad and Other
members spent lots of late evenings
and made lots of phone calls to find a
church for morning service. By God's
grace we were able to find a beautiful
worship place. The service starts at
10.30 a.m. every Sunday. At 9.30 a.m.
different sections Sunday School, bible
study, and choir practise take place.
After the service we have coffee hour
and usually members celebrate their
birthday or wedding anniversaries. For
special Sundays we will have lunch
served at this time. At present Rev.
Vijay Kumar gives leadership to worship
services. Before that our achens were
Rev. Christopher Kurian, Rev. George
Issac, Rev. K.K. Cherian. LastyearRev.
K.C. Mathew was with us fora couple of
months and gave excellent leadership.
Even though we wanted him to stay
longer he had to go to India. We miss
him very much. This year Rev. A.C.
Ommenvis'ﬂedourcongregationduring
the months of February, March, and
April. He gave great messages during
Passion-week and Easter. The subject
he chose for the retreat was suffering
and healing ministries of church. There
were special sessions for the youth. We




are blessed with joy of having the
company of many different Achens,
Bishops, and Moderators. We have an
average of about 100 pecple for a
service. The kids memorize bible verses
andrecitethemduringthe churchseivice
most of my friends and | participate. We
also get gifts at the end of the year for
this. Year long we have different types
of activities in our church. These are
some of the activities: New Year, Palm
Sunday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday,
Mother's Day, Father's Day, V.B.S,,
Youth Sunday, Children Christmas
Service and Carol Service on our
Mother's Day. Every year we have a
useful V.B.S. that runs for about a week
which kids enjoy during fun projects.
V.B.S usually ends with a Kid's favourite
Pizza Party. We have at least one ortwo
picnics every year. We cook barbecue
and do fun activities. And contests for;
Kid's Mother's and Father's running,
jumping, baseball, tug-of-war, volley ball,
bat-mintton, musical chairs, and steal
the baconare some of the favourites.
Some of the families attend the family
and youth conference every year. It
runs in the middle of July starting on
Thursday ending on Sunday. Usually
300-500 people attend our conference
fromdifferent parts of the United States
of America. Itis really fun and educating
and a get together of relatives and

than our own achen. This retreat center
islocated inthe state of Wisconsin about
three hundred miles from our church.
Our church members are very friendly
to each other and we have at least one
prayer meeting every month indifferent
homes. We usually have our dinner at
the house where the prayer meeting is
held. Our apple picking and picnic is
funny ad interesting. We usually drive to
the state of Indian for the apple picking.
We eat lots of apples and also pick lots
of appies from a farm to take home and
eat. | have lots of friends at my church.
From ourown Indian origin. My Dad told
me that the church of South India
spreads over South India and N. Sri
Lanka.Most of our members are from
the state of Kerala. Even at the annual
conference | haven't seen many
membersotherthanfromKerala. | know
my. Dad spend lots of time over the
phone solving church problems. | used
toask him why there are problems inthe
church. Church is supposedto be God's

- place. We pray everyday forour church.

I'm sure God will keep our church

My Little Sister

growing for his glory. @
. &
ﬁ

| have a litte sister

friends. We can explore a University ‘ who is very cute

campus every year in a different city.
This year it will be held in Dallas. It
usually attract Bishop Mani from India
and all other achens from the United
States of America. It costs a lot of money
that is why people don't attend every
year. My most favourite is our churches
annual retreat near lake Geneva.
Wisconsin. We spend 2-3 days in
Lutherdale retreat Center a country like

atmosphere spreaded around the lake, |

approximately 50 acres of land. We
have group discussion, prayer, and
debates. We spend our free time by,
goingtothe lake, boating, fishing, hiking,
swimmingand looking at the animals. At
night we go and make a campfire. My
friends and | look forward to this every
year. We have a different topic and

leader every year from out side other !

Sometimes she comes and disturbs me
in my studies

And when | tell her not to disturb me,

She starts to fight with me.

And when my mother scolds her,

She becomas a little devil

And even if | make her play with me,

She starts to cry very loudly

And even though she troubles me so

much

| love her very much.

Rachel Philip

(Written by: A seven-year-old elder sister
about her 3 year old younger one).

A CREED

We believe in the God of love.
who calls us to reject all idols
and who seeks a deep communion
with us.

We believe in the God of creation
who calls us into partnership
in shaping the future
in justice, peace and joy.

We believe in the God who is not
remote
but who is immersed
in the life of this world
sharing its hope
and feeling its pain.

We believe in the God who identifies
with the poor and the oppressed
and those who long for faith
and who calls us to stand with them.

We believe in the God-whose love is
vulnerable
whose heart is aching
and whose convenant with all people
and creation, is unshakeable.

WHAT ARE WE GOING,
20 WITH HiH WHen
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CARDIOVASCULAR CLINIC
OF

TEXAS

Tests Done:

EKG

Stress Test

Holter Monitor

2-D Echocardiograms
Pacemaker Implantation
Cardiac Catheterization
Laser & Balloon Angioplasty

Director :
M.C. JACOB M.A. (Cambridge); M.D; FA.C.C. '
Clinical Asst. Professor
Baylor College of Medicine
7505 Fannin # 215 Phone: (713) 797-1745 |
| Houston, Texas 77054 (713) 222-6488 |
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