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MAR CHRYSOSTOM: A BLEND OFTWO CENTURIES

Rev.Dr.M.J.Joseph ,Kottayam®*.

In the history of the Christian Church, the late and
lamented Dr.Philipose Mar Chrysostom Valiya
Metropolitan had woven new fabrics of mission
concerns for the Christian Church. He is a blend of the
20" and the 21st Century. Thirumeniis quite qualified
to find a place in the Scroll of honour because of his
age and stature. For him, the great city is one that
handles its art and garbage equally well. He has not
built any edifice to be remembered, but he used to
appreciate what others have built. , “Really great people
make you feel that you too can become great”’(Mark
Twain). He did not write any immortal books, but his
oratorical skill has created indelible marks on the sands
of time. He was not a poet, but his poetic sense of
humour has commanded respect across caste and
creed. He was not known as the head of a big Church
with millions of people, but he has attained the spiritual
authority to navigate the Ecumenical ship of the
Universal Church. He will be remembered for what
he is and how he lived the gospel .His life was his
message.”

As one who is committed to the gospel of Jesus
Christ, Thirumeni always tries to establish and maintain
his vast chain of friendship in the Community. His
friends include the rich and the poor, the literate and
illiterate ,the cinema actors and producers, church
dignitaries and lay people, his school mates and
classmates, politicians and religious leaders. | am
sure, Thirumeni will agree with Fr.Murray Rogers(A
British pilgrim) who said,”if friends are my assets, |
am the richest man in the world”.

His biographical book,Mission in the Market
Place compiled and edited by Dr.Jesudas Athyal, is
full of his life narratives. Dozens of articles that
appeared in the New Vision Magazine carry the life-
skletches of Thirumeni in a lucid manner. Thanks to
Prof. Dr.Mathew Koshy, the editor.| remember to have
organized a seminar at UTC Annex, Bangalore(2004)
on the book, Mission in the Market Place. There
were quite a few presentations on the multi-faceted
personality of Thirumeni gleaned out of the book. Quite
a few representatives of the Action Groups in
Bangalore participated in the seminar organized by
me as the director of ECC,Bangalore.In the Seminar,
Thirumeni was also present. Later he sent me a letter
of thanks.

I am reminded of two incidents which carry great
meaning for the pastors and lay people..While
Thirumeni was giving a message in a public place, a
beggar who happened to be there , pointing out
Thirumeni from a distance, said to his fellow beggar
:"See,that bishop who is speaking there in MY
FRIEND”.What a great sign of relationship! While
speaking in the presence of the late Metropolitran
Geevarghese Mar Osthathios of the Orthodox Church
Chrysostom Thirumeni narrated a story to illustrate
his friendship with him. An Orthodox woman, married
to a Mar Thoma layman came to know that Osthathios
Thirumeni will be delivering a Convention message
in the nearby place.She wanted to attend the
convention there. But her husband dissuaded her first
to go to an Orthodox convention. Finally the woman
was allowed to attend the convention under one
condition. She was asked by her husband to keep her
jewels including the ear rings ,bangles and the chain
on her neck safely under his custody and go. He was
afraid that she would be moved to give away all her
ornaments to Osthathios Thirumeni ‘s charitable
causes. Osthathios Thirumeni liked the narration of the
story in the same wave length. | have had the
opportunity to listen to this narration. .

Thirumeni’s sense of humour has attracted the
wider section of the society. . For example,if you ask
Thirumeni the following questions, | am sure one will
get an instantaneous answer( | add 3 imaginative
guestions). Q.no.1 “River Pampa flows in which state ?
“Thirumeni  will reply:Liquid state Q.no.2: .What is
the main reason for divorce ?Thiurmeni  will
reply’marriage” and he may add remain single “as
| am”. Q.no.3; “What is the reason for
failure ":Thirumeni might say:Exams ! The rationality
coupled with humor in his replies is indeed a vehicle
for establishing authentic relationships..My last
meeting with Thirumeni was on May 1,2018 at the
Fellowship hospital. When Thirumeni was told that
M.J.Joseph achen had come, His Grace woke up
with a smile and asked me,”Do you still write
books?'What a great love and concern for the clergy!

“Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime
And,departing,leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time” (Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow).

*Rev.Dr.M.J.Joseph is the former Principal of the
Mar Thoma Theological Seminary ,Kottayam and the
former Director of the Ecumenical Christian
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Jacob Joseph ,Toronto

How blessed we all are to have known
Chrysostom Thirumeni all our lives. I would like to look at
the life and times of thirumeni as a special era.

Looking at the description given to the word ‘Era’ it
says ‘It is a long and distinct period of history with a
particular feature or characteristic’ and that particular
feature and characteristic era belonged to Chrysostom
Thirumeni. | believe that generations will remember it
that way, including our future generations saying, ‘my
forefathers lived in the same time period or era of
Chrysostom Thirumeni.What a proud legacy he has left
for all of us. His ministry was beyond the boundaries of
the church that he was consecrated to serve as a
Bishop.

He redefined the traditional thinking of how to serve
God without any barriers and prejudices. Thirumeni’s life
is an example of universal love and recognition of
all mankind. According to the Biblical truths, he followed
the life of Jesus Christ on earth as his only example.
Since Thirumeni’s passing, we have heard many
people from all walks of life remembering him in a
‘personal’ way. How is it possible that a man of his status
and respect in society become very personal to
everyone?

He transpired his love and respect for everyone he
met in his long life of 104 years. Thirumeni taught us
how to love our neighbours, how to cross the man
made barriers that stood in the way between rich or poor,
faith or religion, man or woman, young or old. His
characteristic inviting smile made everyone feel happy.
His wit and humour were his therapy to make everyone
feel good and invite their attention and listen to his
insightful interpretation of Biblical teachings.

| have known Chrysostom Thirumeni for more than
50 years, initially through my late father Rev.J.Joseph,
who was born on 12 Oct 1917, and Thirumeni on 27
April 1918. They were classmates in Kozhenchery high
school. They always kept their respect for each other.
During my last 50 years of life in Canada, | have had
the privilege to spent plenty of time with him while he
visited the U.S and Canada during the early years of
the 1980s and until 2006. Chrysostom Thirumeni
was also the Diocesan Bishop of North America and
Europe .

It was during this time this region became a
Diocese and established a Diocesan Center for a
resident bishop. It was indeed a great achievement for
the Mar Thoma Church. The Mar Thoma immigrant

1 CHRYSOSTOM THIRUMENI-END OF AN ERA

community in U.S.and Canada at large with many
churches and congregations. Most of
the parishes were formed in the 1980s and '90s. |
would like to mention that the children who are born here
in the '70s and '80s were highly influenced by the
magnetic personality of Chrysostom Thirumeni and kept
their loyalty to their mother church. As parents, we were
somewhat concerned about that in the beginning.

Thirumeni’s life, is a life lesson to learn how to live
and serve every human being around us with humility
and love. He taught us to be simple-hearted

people with a touch of humor to relax others and
convey true faith, hope, and love.
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1 THE WIND BENEATH OUR WINGS IS GONE

MEERA PRASAD

O Death, where is your sting? The day after
Chrysostom Thirumeni’s burial, his 95-year-old sister
who had watched the live coverage of the funeral
suddenly said, “Let’s visit Thirumeni and ask him
how he felt in the hole (referring to the grave).”

Taking the cue from my aunt who is our last
living connection of her generation, | pictured in my
mind a high-voltage family get-together. This time
Thirumeni was recounting his death experience and
having us in splits. Net result: the room was cracking
up with all the fun and laughter.

Our family has a reputation for high decibel noise
levels when we got together with Thirumeni. There
would be good food, laughter, animated discussion,
food for thought and lots of banter that extended
into many hours over several rounds of black coffee.
Each time we wished it would never end.

Let me put it this way. We are an intriguing mix
in the family. Our life paths are different and our
views don’t always converge. But there is never any
disagreement on the undiluted bond that holds us
together as family. Each one of us, down to the
youngest, have our share of special moments with
Thirumeni which also comes together to bind us
cohesively. We joke that there can’t be a crazier
family than ours, but the fact is we are singularly
proud of our close ties.

For us, his nieces and nephews, Thirumeni has
been the rock in our good times and bad. When my
husband and | moved to Kottayam for a few years,
Thirumeni took us under his wings and ensured our
stay there was hassle-free. Like my mother would,
he brought with him handpicked items for my kitchen
and our home each time he visited us when | was
setting up the place. The aramana was the home we
could go to any time.With Thirumeni gone, the soul
has gone out of Kerala for me. But | will never feel
disconnected because my life has been enriched
with the many new associations | have made there
through my dear uncle. Our parents, uncles and
aunts have been the wind beneath our wings. As
they move on one by one and the curtains come
down on a glorious era, the way ahead seems dim.

However, Thirumeni has shown us that death
does not interrupt the flow of life. From the outpouring

of love at his funeral, we know he will live on in the
minds and hearts of people, for eternity perhaps.
What a powerful testimony from someone who
through his life taught of a heaven on earth. He
embraced death with the same ecstasy that he lived
his life for 104 years.

His spirituality was intrinsically intertwined with
day-to-day living. Thirumeni never wore religion on
his sleeve and did not get preachy. He preferred to
have dialogues with people, and by this | mean, with
all kinds of people. As for me, whenever | have spent
time with him, | came away feeling | had encountered
the Divine.

In his end days, it was his equanimity that amazed
me. When he was confined to a bed in the hospital
room for three years, there was never any rancour
— just graceful acceptance of the will of God. | once
asked him if he had any regrets and he said, “The
fact that | did not have my mother with me for a
longer time is my biggest regret.” Thirumeni was
around 18 years old when his mother died.

Now reunited with his Maker, his mother and all

the loved ones in glory up there, he is not
complaining anymore. He is in seventh heaven.

(The writer is Chrysostom Thirumeni’s niece.)
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ol 3 ) Declaration of 3 July 2021

Indian Christian Day / Yeshu Bhakti Divas

This declaration of 3 July 2021 as Indian Christian Day
(Yeshu Bhakti Divas*) as an annual day of remembrance,
is for followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, of Indian origin,
to celebrate the person and message of JESUS CHRIST
which was brought to India in 52 AD by one of His twelve
disciples, St. Thomas the Apostle.

This day, historically observed as St. Thomas Day, com-
memorates the martyrdom of the Apostle in 72 AD near
Chennai. In marking it in 2021 and every year hence-
forth, we as followers of the Lord Jesus, also preserve our
identity within the Indian cultural heritage, while uniting
with all who wish to celebrate, irrespective of language,
custom, creed, region or religion.

The celebration of Indian Christian Day (Yeshu Bhakti
Divas*) on 3 July 2021, will launch the Decade of Cele-
bration (2021-2030) to honour the 2000th anniversary of
the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ whose
teaching and life principles have helped to shape and
transform India and the world.

« . “with corresponding regional names
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