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‘New Vision for a Changing World’ is an shan Trust, a public charitable trust
registered in 1999. The periodical initially started in 1992 as a blmonthly entitled ‘New Vision’ with
Prof. Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackad as the editor and Rev.Prof.K.C.Mathew as the publisher. We got the title,

New Vision for a Changing World, during the registration, and it came under Navadarshan Trust. It serves as a forum
for the exchange of views and source inspiration for enlightened action. 2006, Navadarshan Trust reconstituted the
editorial board with Most Rev.Dr.Philipose Mar Chrysostom Valiya Metropolitan as the Patron, Rt.Rev. Sam Mathew

as the Chairman, Prof.Dr.Cyriac Thomas as the Hon. Chief Editor and Dr. Mathew Koshy Pur iu as the Publi
With the demise of Bishop of Rev.Sam Mathew, Rt.Rev.Dr.Th Mar Theeth b the Chairman.
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"Unhappy men! Your brother is assaulted and you shut your eyes!
He is hit and assaulted and you are silent!... What sort of a city is this?
What sort of people are you? When injustice is done there should be a
revolt in the city. And if there is no revalt, it were better that the city
should perish in fire before the night falls..." (Bertolt Brecht, The Good
Person of Szechwan)
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Nothing in this article or in clause (2) of Article 29
shall prevent the State from making any special pro-
vision for the advancement of any socially and edu-
cationally backward classes of citizens or for the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.

Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from
making any provision for the reservation of appoint-
ments or posts in favour of any backward class of
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citizenswhich, in the opinion of the State, is not ad-
equately represented in the services under the State.
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“Mr. Isaac K. Kurien has been known to me
for 12 years and has been working in my office for
10 years, except for two periods during my furlough
when he worked with those who were doing my work.
He is an excellent stenographer, a neat and accurate
typist and a reliable accountant. He has had to
handle many large and small sums of money and
his integrity is beyond question. | have always found
it possible to let him deal with matters of a most
confidential nature, knowing that they would be kept
confidential. He is quick, willing and pleasant to
work with. The best tribute to himis to say that | do
not want him to leave me. But if he feels he must
improve his prospects, | ought not to
stand in his way. | know of no one
whom | can so cordially recommend.”
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O TVHD OB, HJOIM. BREGAOOWIHMY
a0se) & s1es: Bishop C.K. Jacob of
Kottayam was the chief celebrant of the
Inauguration Service at which a number

of Bishops were consecrated. All Bishops in
Church of South India were to use White
Cassocks, Saffron Stoles and Hand Bands and
Wooden Crosses. They were to be known as
‘Bishop in...” and not ‘Bishop of...” i.e.
‘Constitutional Bishops and not ‘ Territorial
Bishops'. Whilelettersto Anglican Bishops used
to be addressed ‘May It Please Your Lordship’
C.S.l. Bishops were to be addressed ‘Rt. Rev.
& Dear Sir’.
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My link with the Church of South India

(Excerpts from the book, Memoirs by Mr. Isaac Kurien, a staunch supporter of The New Vision Magazine,
who died on 5" January 2023 at the age of 101.)

My life has been closely linked with the Church of
South India. | belong to Mulleppellil family, Kaviyoor. After
completing High School, M.I. Kurien (my father) became
a church Worker. He worked in Ceylon (Colombo) and
Cochin under the Jews Mission. Appachen later started
working as a catechist in the Diocese of Travancore-
Cochin and worked at different locations of the Diocese.
He married Kunjamma, the eldest daughter of Ambat
A.N. Ninan. | am their eldest son and was born on 12th
January, 1922,

There were two Archdeacons in the Diocese of
Travancore-Cochin at that time:

1.Archdeacon T.K. Benjamin was Diocesan Treasurer
and was in charge of Ordained Ministers. He lived in
Kottayam.

2.Archdeacon T.G. Stuart Smith was C.M.S. Missionary
and C.M.S. Representative. He was in charge of the un-
ordained Church Workers (Catechists). He lived in the
Mission Bungalow close to our Tholasserry Church.
Once when he visited Kaviyoor Church after Ammachy’s
demise he enquired about M.l. Kurien’s children and
Valyappachen arranged for us to meet him. After
completing my Commercial studies, | occasionally met
Archdeacon Stuart Smith in my effort to get a job. The
Archdeacon appointed me in his Office. Mission Primary
School teachers’ salaries in those days were Rs.8/-,
church Workers Rs.20/- and Pastors Rs.30/-. Salaries
of staff in the Diocesan Office were also very low. | was
given a starting salary of Rs.12/-. Applicants for jobs were
asked about previous experience and realizing that after
getting some experience, | could try for a better job, I
decided to work there. | was given the office cycle for my
daily trips to the Office and back to Chengannur (about
four miles).

The Archdeacon used to visit congregations on
Sundays and | was asked to interpret his sermons in
small churches where the church Worker was unable to
do this. Although World War Il was over, a number of our
church members were still on War Service. When he
visited any church hewould ask the Pastor or church
Worker if any of his members were on War Service. If
so, he used to meet their parents and get their sons’
addresses. On return to the Office he would write to
the persons and tell them that he visited their parents
and asked them if they were regular in their Bible
reading and prayers and were able to attend Sunday
Worship, etc. Usually, such letters would be answered
immediately. My salary was subsequently increased to
Rs.30/-.

In 1943 the work of the C.M.S, Representative which
was being handled by the Diocesan Office and which
was given to me was:-

1.Ensure that the grants given by the Church Missionary
Society to the Diocese were being used correctly.

2.Submit chalans (quarterly bills) for withdrawal of
the payment of the grant to Munroe Island.
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Munroe Island was formed by Kallada River dividing
into two branches and after flowing separately for some
distance, becoming one river again. The island, thus
formed between the two branches of the river, was
occupied by poor Christians treated as slaves. When
Col. Munroe became Dewan of Travancore State, he
liberated the inhabitants of the Island. He prevailed on
the Government to give the Island to the Anglican Church
with authority to collect the land taxes and use the money
for Christian education. It proved impossible for the
church to collect the taxes. Late P. Cherian, Judge of the
Travancore High Court, prevailed on the Government to
transfer the Island back to Government and make an
annual grant of Rs.5000/- (Rupees five thousand only )
for Christian Education. The C.M.S. Representative was
the authority to withdraw this amount in quarterly
instalments. This work and the work of ensuring that the
funds given to the Diocese by the Church Missionary
Society were used correctly was the work | was doing in
the offices of the C.M.S. Representatives. Archdeacon
Stuart Smith decided to leave the Diocese early in 1946,
indicating that he would not return. Rev. Leslie Brown,
Principal, Kerala United Theological Seminary,
Kannanmoola, Trivandrum, was appointed as C.M.S.
Representative. | was asked to report to him. | went to
Kannanmoola in June, 1946. Brown Achen had reserved
for us one of the quarters for married Theological
students. The Principal's house was a large thatched
house on top of the Kannanmoola Hill, and the quarters
for married students were on one side of this house.
Seminary Chapel was near the Principal’s house on the
other side. Classrooms and a Hostel for unmarried
students were on the other side below, and there was
an entrance from the Main Road. Quarters for married
students had basic furniture like cots, tables and chairs;
all we had to provide were only kitchen utensils and a
kerosene stove.

Brown Achen was teaching Greek to the Theological
students. With his permission, | used to attend his Greek
classes. Negotiations for the Union of Anglican,
Presbyterian, Congregational and Methodist churches
which were initiated by Bishop Azariah and friends around
1910 and were proceeding for nearly thirty years had
reached a final stage. The Anglican Pastorates of
Munnar, Alwaye, Ernakulam, Trichur and Wayanad and
the Basel Mission Pastorates in Malabar were to become
one Diocese of North Kerala, Basel Mission, London
Mission and Methodists had formed a Federal Union
known as S.I.U.C (South India United Church). At the
meeting of the Consultative Committee of the uniting
sections, Archdeacon Stuart Smith’'s name was
proposed and accepted as the first Bishop in the new
Diocese of North Kerala.On receiving confirmation of
his election as the First Bishop in North Kerala,
Archdeacon Stuart Smith asked Rev. Leslie Brown to
release me to join his Office in Calicut.
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The inauguration of the Church of South India was
scheduled to be held in St. George’s Cathedral, Madras,
on 27th September 1947. | left by train to Madras on the
evening of 25th September 1947, reaching there on 26th
morning. Brown Achen had kindly reserved for me a seat
in the Press Gallery of St. George’s Cathedral for the
Inauguration Service. Since the formation of the Church
of South India was great news in the Christian World, a
team of Photographers from Life Magazine came to cover
the function. They advised the photographers to select
vantage positions in the church and not move from there
during the service. To avoid any disturbance to the Solemn
Service and to help the photographers to cover the
function a Rehearsal was arranged on the evening of
26th September. | was present in the Cathedral for this
also. Bishop C.K. Jacob of Kottayam was the chief
celebrant of the Inauguration Service at which a number
of Bishops were consecrated. All Bishops in the Church
of South India were to use White Cassocks, Saffron
Stoles and Hand Bands and Wooden Cross. They were
to be known as ‘Bishopin...” and not ‘Bishop of..." i.e.
‘Constitutional Bishops’ and not ‘Territorial Bishops’.
While letters to Anglican Bishops used to be
addressed, ‘May It Please Your Lordship’ C.S.l. Bishops
were to be addressed ‘Rt. Rev. & Dear Sir’.

After the Inauguration Service in St. George’s
Cathedral Madras, | left for Calicut to start work in the
Bishop’s Office. The Basel Mission Bungalow in
Mananchira opposite the State Bank of India, Calicut was
reserved for the Bishop whose family would occupy the
first floor and his Office would function on the ground
floor. Besides tables, chairs and empty cupboards, there
was no office equipment, not even a typewriter, and | had
to use the Bishop’s small Corona Typewriter with three
shifts. As C.M.S. Missionary, the Bishop’s salary and
allowances were paid by the Church Missionary Society,
but Trichur and Malabar Districts of the Diocese were to
provide Rs.200/- each for the Bishop’s Office and other
expenses. The Bishop gave me a salary of Rs.120/-
comparable to the salaries of Staff in Banks at that time.

The Bishop decided to preach in Malayalam during
services in congregations he visited. He dictated the
sermons many days earlier, which | typed, and after he
checked and made corrections, | translated them. | then
read them to the Bishop slowly to enable him to write
them in his own handwriting in his Book. He used to
read them over several times and memorize them.
Although he was referring to the notes, he ensured that
it would not appear he was doing this.

Since Trichur and Malabar Districts of the Diocese
contributed only Rs.200/- each towards the Bishop’s
Office and other expenses, besides me, the Bishop had
to pay his Butler, Cook and Driver, | knew he would not
be able to increase my salary. Moreover, there were no
Annual Increments or Retirement benefits like Provident
Fund, Gratuity, etc. With the addition of another member
in the family and since the Bishop was unable to increase
my emoluments, | felt it was time for me to seek a more
remunerative job. | started applying for jobs. | joined
Pierce Leslie office. The Bishop asked me to continue
to assist in his Office. | started going to the Bishop’s

Office and working there. When my work in Peirce Leslie
office was over at 12 noon, | used to go to the Bishop’s
Office and work there for an hour and then go home.
After noon meals, | go back to Peirce Leslie office and
work there till 5 p.m. Returning home in the evening, | go
back to the Bishop’s Office after tiffin and there used to
be no set time for getting back home. All important work
in the Bishop’s Office continued to be my share. Since |
continued to work in the Bishop’s Office after 5 p.m., this
work usually extended to late evenings. Bishop Stuart
Smith decided to leave the Diocese in 1953. He travelled
by Coastal Steamer from Calicut to Bombay and then by
Air to UK. | travelled with him in the boat to the steamer,
spent some time with him, and returned to the shore
only when the steamer was ready to lift Anchor. He wrote
to me on reaching UK and it was a pleasant surprise to
receive his Christmas present at the end of the year.
These presents continued year after year until his
demise.

Rev. Richard Lipp from Basel Mission was appointed
to succeed Bishop Stuart Smith. He decided to live in
one of Peirce Leslie’s bungalows in Feroke, but asked
me to help in the Office from time to time. | was able to
meet Mrs. Lipp and their children. It was his idea to shift
the Bishop’s Office to a more central place. There was
some vacant land near the ex-Basel Mission church in
Shoranur, where an Office building and a House for the
Secretary were constructed. The Bishop was to live in
the Basel Mission Bungalow in Vaniyamkulam. Although
it was hoped that a Basel Mission Bishop would succeed
in solving the problems created by that section, Bishop
Lipp had to resign in 1959 and return to Germany. |
received a letter from his daughter Julie, conveying the
news of the Bishop’s demise in which she mentioned
her visit to Shoranur.

Due to vested interests of those responsible a Special
Session of the North Kerala Diocesan Council to elect a
panel of not less than two and not more than four
candidates for final selection by the Synod as the Bishop
was not held in time. The Synod therefore stepped in
and appointed Rev.T.B. Benjamin, son of Archdeacon
T.K. Benjamin of Madhya Kerala Diocese as the first
Indian Bishop in North Kerala. Before assuming Office,
the Bishop Designate Rev. T.B. Benjamin came to see
the Diocesan Office and Secretary’s house. He was
received at the Shoranur Railway Station by the
Diocesan Secretary, Treasurer and Staff of the Office.
They told him that a Car had been arranged for his
travel to the Office. He then asked them what the
distance to the Office from the Railway Station was.
When they told him it was about half amile, he said he
preferred to walk. When somebody offered to carry
his brief case he said he would carry it himself. After
seeing the Office, he saw the house nearby and
confirmed that he preferred to reside there rather than
in Vaniyamkulam. The consecration of Bishop Benjamin
was held in the Cathedral at Calicut, and he continued
as the Bishop in North Kerala for 17 years. Bishop
Benjamin and Rev. Whiffin, as Diocesan Treasurer, were
responsible for placing the Diocesan Finances in a
stable position with the Partnership of the different
Pastorates of the Diocese at 60% of Assessable Income.
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Workshop for the Edltorlal Trainees on 7th January 2023
Lekshmi M, Jestin Samuel, Jose v Shaji, Ajin Aniyankunju, Gloriya Chinnu Mathew, Parvathy R Nair, Athira TK,
Febi joseph, Sreelekshmi.L, Arya R handran, Jordy Vincent
Rt.Rev.Dr.Thomas Mar Theethos, Mr. Varghese C Thomas, Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, Mr.Cherian C John,
Dr.Sabu George, Dr. John George Athyal, Dr Libus Jacob Abraham, Dr.Sajini Deena Mathew, Dr.Anne Susan Koshy
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LUXURY
SERVICED
VILLA

in KOCHI

{ﬁp&m honte

o Alc and Non Alc rooms (4 rooms)

o Riverside gated villal 24 hrs. security

o Available for short term accommodation
during special events/gatherings| Holiday

CONTACT: +91 8714533954 WHATSAPP +353 876103954
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