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NEWS

The Church of South India becomes
ARC'’s latest partner

Report of Ms. Victoria Finlay - Website : www.arcworfd.org

ARC's lalewhich represents some
3.8 million members in lodia and
around the wearld.

The Church this month Issued 2 sst
religious partner in the bid to pro-
kect tha natural environment, & the
Church of Scuth India (CSI) tatement
through ARG, written by the Madhya
Kerala Dipcese in central Kerala,
which has baen a pionserin green
activism far some years,

The agreament with ARC sterns from
an International confarenca hosted
by the Diocese in Febvuary 2008, in
which ARC and the CSl signed a
memorandum of agreemeant, aftar
whilch ARG agreed o help the Dio-
case to put logethar a seven year
plan of environmental action - of
which this statement [z an early
gtep. Currenthy ad the parishes in the
Diccesa are undargoing emironman-
tal audits, and they are due io dis-
cuss the resulisininfemal meatings
In the next two months.

The inspiring -statement, which |s
basedon & spesch given by Bishop
Thomas Samuel in Fabruary,
emphasizes that: *Our-aim s 1o keep
this beautiful warld beauwtiful, and not
fo turn it into 2 wastaland.”

Church of Sowth India statement
By Bizhop Thomas Samuel
Madbya Kerala Diocese, April 2008
The Background

2ne of the reasons for the presant
ecological crisis is greed. s gread
that causes pecple to exploit re-
sources. Itis greed that meansthere
is notenough. And the over-explol-
tation of resources is calsing im-

balances in neiwe. As Mahaima
Gandhi said: “The sarth provides
enough o salisly everyone's need,
bt not evenyane's grasd.”

Wi believe that environmentsl prob-
leis are more spiritual fhan tech-
nologicat, And we beSave that God
calls us now to confess and repent
of attitodas which devalus creation,
Forgetling thal "the earth is the
Lord's " we have often simply used
Creabon, whils feegetting our respon-
sibility 1o care for it

Thae Aim

Cur aim is o keep this beautiful world
beautiful, and not to turmm it into &
wasiniand

Cur Covenants

In the Bible there are covenanis and
lawe and stalutes ta be gbserved i
the earth gnd its inhabitants are o
expenencs ohenass and hamony.
Andthe mcstimportantcovenart s
belween God and humanity. We are
God's gardeners, and when we for-
get this, then notonly does the earth
suffer, but gl creation suffess, be-
cause gl things ars connacied.

The Bibie sayse the Earth is tha
Laord's end that God is the owner of
this universe,

e belave that God loves creation
andwants s e o Naursh, Mo cras-
turz is different in God's sight Ev-
ery cregture has its own dignity and
itz oown rghts, because sl are in-
cludedin God's covenant.

S it is said in the story of Noah:
"Behold”. says God, ° | estanlish my
covanantwith you and yourdescen-
cants after vou, and every living crea-
ture” [(Gen 9 9-10).

The fundamental human rights come
from this covenant “with us™. The
rnghts of futura gensrations come
frown the covanant “with us and our
descendants * Tha rights of naturs
corne froen ihe covenant "with us and
our descendants and with avery fiv-
ing creatura”. Before God, the cre-
ator, we and gur sescandants and
every living creature are égual part-
ners of God's covenant. Natura is
T GUE propeny,

Instaad, ail living beings must be
respected by humanify as God's
parthars in the eovanant Whoever
Gesinoys nature, destroys himfher-
self. Whoever injures the dignity of
the anlmals, injures God

The Role of Faih

Cr actions and attitudes toward the
earth need o proceed from the cen-
treof eur faith, and be roctedin the
fullness of God's revelation In Christ
and the Scriptures, We zeek care-
fully to learm gl that the Bible tells
us aboutihe Cregtor, creation; and
thehumantesk In'cdr lifeand widds
we declare thal full good news for
all creation ks siill waiting “with ‘ea-
gerlonging for the revealing of the
chidren of God," (Rom 818},

In Hinduism thare is no separation
betwean the Divine and natore, Bodh
are the same aspects of the same
reslity Likethe coean, Brahma the
Greaboris the unmanifest dapths of
the saa, Evarything 15 Brahwnan, or
a5 it is sald; “Sarvam Khalvidam
Brabma®

Eventhing i the very aspectof the
same reality, and everything |5 sa-
crad. Christians too can share in this
Vadic wishon of unify which is the
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hazis for an ecological approach, in
which human belngs can honour the
entire univarse. Theare ara many sa-
cred places to Hindus, Christans
too sing of the beauty of the earth
bt geam to have no difficutty in pok
luting that which is holy, Ve should
nat kynore our high cafiing. All things
ars connacted.

The Importance of Hopa

Wia rafuse to succumb o despair.
remember Abraham who hoped
against hope. Thar is hope for the
future. If we can live out this visian
in our dalty fvas and can communi-
cate 1 1o others in word and action
then we can piay a powerful rowe in
craating an stituda of reversnce for
tha earth, Atliiude is very important
n ecology: it effects eventhing, In-
cluding, parhaps mast importantly
in this debate and E3ue, how We
sea things in this werld. John 3:16
is probably the best known versa in
the Naw Testamant “God so loved
the Warkd that ha gave his only be-
gatien son that whoever believesin
hirm may not parish but have etemal
fife".

Hawe you noficad that the verse doBs
At eay: "God so loved humans ..°,
but*God so loved the world".... the
whala cosmos? John prociaims that
Ged's love is nol restricied to the
human race; # extends to all as-
pects of life, And this verse may be
seen to contain considerable imph-
calions for our stiitudes to the emi-
ronirent

We need to recognisa that what we
do with God's creation around us
will have a tremendous effecst, for
good or ill, on the lives of our grand-
ehildren and on the genarations of
their children and grandchildren. By
pur attitude to God's creation now,
we datarming the nature of the sock
ety thal will be inharited fater this
century by the children of cur chil-
dren

Will it be & society that has to con-
tend with — to ba content with - poi-
jutlon of the air, the earth, the rivers
and the seasT Or wlll it be a socaty
which retains the fullness wish which
Eod has endowad [t and to which
the psaimist refers when he pro-
claims: “The sarth-and its fullhass
grathe Lord's™?

How We Can Help

Here are same of the ways in which
we in tha Ghurch of South India can

heip,

Ve can leam o eat lower on the
food chaine reducing the animal proc-
uects inour dietis perhaps tha single
most-effective slep we can maks

e can practce energy conserva-
tion; let us use leas heat, less light,
less aircanditioning,

® ‘We can plant frees

m We can change our driving hab

It
® We can influence the
government

m We can develop our thoughts on
eoo-gpirfuakty.

® Wa can participate |n recycling.

® We can woluntser in local
cleanup programimes

= \We can join environmental
aroups.
As church keaders and church mem-

bers we can take & leadership role
in persuading others to do the sama.

And perhaps most impartant of all
we can evaluabe our own life siyles,
our desires, ouralims, and our rela-
tionships with creation. We ean help
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Report....

lead otners o think about what s
most Important in their own lives:
what do they really valua?

A Parable for the Environment

There was a wise man, a3 hermit n
the Himalayas, and people used to
go to himn o find answers, One day
a little boy thought of an idea for
tricking tha hermmit, "T'm gaing to gat
g small bird and hatd itin my hand,”
he told hig friends in the vilage
“And | will sy is it dead or s it
alive? And it he says it is dead then
| will release it, and if he says itls
alive then | will crush it." So the boy
went to see the wise man, and he
did whal he had boasted. But the
hermit looked into his eyes and
could see what hewas planming.

‘it will be,” said the wise man, “what
yau want it to be.”

and this story llustrates whal we
can do about the environmant. itwill
be what we want it to ba. Ifwea can
have a vision and communicated it
to others, thén we will hava a pow-
erful robs in transmitling a sanse of
reverenca for this world. ®
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PASTORAL MINISTRY

The Pastor and his son

A good reminder of God’s Love.

Every Sunday aftemaon, after the
morning service at the church, the
Pastor and his eleven year old san
would gooutindo their town and hand
out Gospel Tracts,

Thiz particular Sundey afterncon. as
it came Hmea for the Pastor and his
500 o go to the sireels with their
Tracls, it was very cold cutside, as
wall as pouring down rain. The
boy bundled upin his warmest and
driest clothes and szid 'OK, dad,
I'm raady.”

His Pastor dad asked, ‘Ready for
what?

‘Dad, it's time wa gather our tracts
togetharand go out' Dad respands,
‘Son, it's very cold outside and it's
pouring dowwn rain.'

The boy gives his dad a surprised
look, asking, "Bt Dad. aren't people
&lili goingto Hell, even though it's
raining?'

Dad answers, ‘San, | am not gaing
ot in this weather.’ Despondentiy,
the boy esks, ‘Dad, can | go?
Pleasa?

Hiz tathar hegitated for & moment
than said, 'Son; you can go. Here
are the fracts, be careiul son.’
"Thanks Dad!"

And with that, he was off and out

intathe rain. his eleven year old boy

walked the streets of the town go-

ing door o door and handing every-

1I::-lnu:hr he mat in the strest a Gospel
ract.

After twe hours of walking in the rain,
he was soaking, bone-chilled wel
and down to his VERY LAST TRACT,
He stopped on a comer and looked
for sommeane to hand a tract fo, but
the streets were tofally desarted.

Then he tumed toward the rsthome
he saw and started up the sidewalk
to the front door and rang the door

bell. He rang the bell, but nohody
answered. He rang it again and
again, but =till no one answerad. He
waited but skill _no . answer.
Finally, this eleven year old trooper
lumed to leave, bul something
stopped him. Again, he turmed to tha
door and rang the befl and knocked
loudly on the door with his fist. He
waited. something holding kim thans
on the frant parchl He rang again
and this time the door siowly
opanad, Standing in the doorway
wage 8 very sad-lnoking eidedy lady.
She softly asked, "Whatcan | do for
you, son? With radiant eyesand a
smile that it up her wand, this e
hur-éesaid, ‘Ma‘am, I'm sorry if | dis-
tured you, bull just want totall you
that *JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE
YOU*" and | 'came to give you m
very iast Gospel Trachwhich wil tell
ﬂu all about JESUS and His great
VE!

With hat. ha hamdad her his last tract
and tumed fo leave. She called to
him a5 he doparted. Thank you, san!
And God Bless Youl'

WWell, the following Sunday moming
in chureh Pastor Dad was in the
pulpit As the servies began, he
asked, 'Does anybody have any las-
timony or want o say anything?'

Showly, in the back row of the church,
an elderly lady siood 1o her fest, As
she bagan to-speak. a loak of glori-
ous radiznce cama from her face,
‘Mo ane in this church knows me.
I've never been here before. You see,
before last Sunday | was not a Chris-
tian. My husband passed on some
time ago, keaving me totally alone in
this world. Last Sunday, being &
particularly cold and rainy day, it
WES @8N more 50 i my hieart that |
came to the end of the lina where |
e langer had any hope o will to live,

S0 | tock a rope and a chair and
azcended the stairaay into the attic

af my home, | fastened the rope se-
curely 1o a rafter in the rood then
5 on the chairand fastenad the
olvet end of the rope araund my
neck. Standing on that chair, so
lonaly and brokenhearted | was
abaut to leap off, when suddenty the
loud inging of my doorbell down-
stairs startied me, | thought, Tl wait
& manute, and whoever |t iswill go
away.' | waited and wated, but the
rnging doorbell ssamed fo get iouder
and more ingistent, and then the
parlsm ringing dm: startad knock-
ing loudly. | thaught to myseif again,
'Wghnnnamh coubd this.be T No
ever rings my bell or comes o sea
me.' | lopsenad the rope from my
neck and starfed for the front doaor,
all the while the beflrang louder and
loLichar

When | openad the door and looked
| could hardly believe my eyes, for
thera on my froet porch was the most
radiant and angelic litle | had
ever ggen in my life, His SMILE, oh,
| could never describe it to youl The
words that came from his mouth
caused my heart that had long besn
dead, TCr TO LIFE &3 he s
claimed with a cherub-ike vaics,
‘Ma'am, | just came to fall you that
JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE
YOU." Thenhe gave me this Gospel
Trect that | new hold in' my hand.

Agthe Eile angel disappeared back
oul intd the cold and rain, | closed
my door and read slowly every word
of this Gospel Tract Then | waatup
tomy attic ko getmy nope and chair.
| wouldn't be needing them any more.

You see—| am now a Happy Child
of the KING. Since the addrass of
your church was on the back of this
Gospel Tract, | have come here o
personally say THANK YOU fo
God's litle angel who came just
in the nick of time and by 30 doing,
s-psllred miy soul from an eternity in
hedl,”
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PASTORAL MINISTRY

There was not a dry eye in the
chusreh. And &s shouts of praise and
honor to THE KING resounded off
the very rafters of the buiiding, Pas-
tor Dad descended from the pulpit
fo the front pew whara the [ittle an-
EEL was seated. He took his son in

is amms end scbbed uncontroliably.
Probably no church has had a mare
glorious moment, and protakbly this
universe has never seen a Papa that
was mmore filled with love & honos Tar
his son. . Excapt for One,

Cur Father also allowed His Son o
go out info a cold and dark world,
He recenved His Son back with joy
unspeakable, and as all of heaven
shouted praises and honor o The
King, the Father sat His beloved Son
on a throna far above all principatity
and power and avery name that is
AT,

Blessed are your eyes for reading
this massage.

Don't let this message die, read it
again and pass it to others. Heaven
iﬁiﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁe' Remember,God's
message CAN make the difference
In the ife of someone close to you..
Flease share this wonderful mes-
sage... ‘Faith is the affirmation and

the act that bids sternal truth be -

present fact'

Coleridge Just 3 Words
Three things in lifethat, once gone,
naver come back 1. Time 2, Words
3. Opportunity Threa things in life that
can desiroy a parsen -
1, Anger 2. Pride 3. Unitrgveness
Three things in life that you should
neveriose- 1. Hope 2. Peace 3.
HonastyThree things In life that are
most valuable - 1. Love 2. Family &
Friends 3. Kindnass hree things in
life that are never cenain -1. Foruna
2 Suceess 3. DreamsThree things
that make a person -1, Commitmeant
2. Sincenty 3. Hard work Three
things that are {ruly constant -
Father - Son - Holy Spirit

| ask the Lord to biess you, asl pray
for you today; 1o guide you and pro-
tect you, 85 you go along your way.

s love is ahwayswith you, 5
promises are true. And when you
give God all your  cares,
you know Gad will see you through
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CONTROVERSY

Scandalizing Christian Witness in a
Multi-religious Soclety

The resction and raspansesof the

church leadershin to The Kerala
Unaided Professional Colleges (Pro-
hibition of Capitation Fees and Fro-
cedurs for Admissionand Flkation
of Fees) BILL should be sean a3a
claar reflection of the changing rale
af the church in today's woeld,

By crving wolfto the "Bl the church
leadarship has exposed their maoral
insensitivity and their caliows disre-
gard of the primary respansibility of
the church: to bear witness to the
in-breaking of God's rule through
sacrificial senvice to the building up
of a world of equity, justics, peace
and harmony,

115 not encugh to take cradit for the
missionary contribution to higher
education, but fo sk what their sus-
cessors have made of higher edu-
cation. Since the "Gls, sfter tha
Wimochana Samaram (the beration
slruggle), the church's invalvameant
at all levels of education has bsen
withoul any sense of probity, re-
zponsibiity, sacrifice, and misson

Many of us have fafed to reallse that
the Kerala goclety’s initiation to the
self-financing of education was
through the unaided, English me-
dium, recognised schools, They
gave tha churches and simllar as-
sociabions, a tasta of what coe could
accomplish without any capital of
pne's awn and yet make subst@n.
tial revenue and profit o expand
pna’s clout inthe educational fisld

Though these schools were run far
the children of the elites insociaty,

Rev. Thomas John

graciually they began to be seenhy
the middle class end the |ower
middle class a5 @ means for upward
mobility and economic-benefiis

Thus, schools of varous soris that
would suit the purse of the parents
such es intemational’, ‘residaniz=l’,
'pulilic’ end soon—beganto apring
up in every nook and cornar of
kerala with active cannivance of the
porwers that be

Tha unbridled privatisation of educa-
ticn, lad to the lotal neglect af tha
aided and governmant stream, which
rasulted in the children af the poar
geting a raw deal, The guardians of
social justice — Including the politl-
cians: chureh, and other socio-reli-
HOUS argantsstons =-ars anky inter-
estad In thelr burgesning profifs.

Children of the sogio-esanarmecally
waaker strala cannol hopa [nbatiar
their lives in a highly competitive
sociely. They ara danied access 1o
good education and hence cannot
hope io bensfit from the new aca-
romic opportunities. Can the Chris-
iign commienity abschva itsail of this
crirma?

Mostof the private schoals, cobeges
and universities inthe westem world
are bullt by tha largesse of rich philan-
thropists. Such schogls, thaugh
thay may chargs a higher rate of
faes Han the govarnment run or sup-
ported schoots, sl provide a highly
subsideed education. They ta not
farce the capital cosis of educaton
on i the shudants, imespeciive of
their fnancial statos. They also in-

gist on & student composition that
rafizcls the sosio-economic realibes
of fheir socigtes. Through a wall-
evoived system of schalarships and
finencial suppart, the privale schools
in the wast ensure that no student
is deprived of educational apposti-
nities Tor want of monay.

By claiming the nght o establish
and administer aducational institu-
tions without specifying the disabil-
ity or disadvantage or discrimination
that they suffer in relation o the
magity community, the churchilead-
ership & desecrabing a sscred right
conferred on them by the constitu-
tion. The Indian constitution repre-
gents the best democratic fraditions
of & civilized socialy, and which guar-
gnte=s that bruta majority will not
obllerate the traditicns, valves and
distinet identities of 8 minany.

What & Christianwants and should
demand is thenght to practice his/
herfaith, to kve out values that ara
distinctiy Chrigtian — responsibility
1 one s ‘ellow human beings and
creation, s=lf-less and sacrificial
seryica to humanity and intansanticn
in history on behall of the poor and
the outcasts 1o the point of death.

The clamor for rednosity ights would
appear ndicakous in comparson with
the vision and commitment of the
founders' of some of the Christian
ooliegssin India.

The fourders of the Unign Christian
Cobege. one of the oldest Christian
Indigenous initiatvesin Higher Edu-
cabionin india, acknowledged incne
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CONTROVERSY

of their eardiest brochures {1921)
that, “We have gladly engaged with
the Travancors Durbar to accept the
‘Conscience Clause’ and ta use ng
manner of compulsion in the matter
af atlandance at religious Rstius-
tion. This is no way due o religious
indifferance on our part but bo our
conwiction that the Christians in In-
dia are called upon to give of their
best without stopping to stipulabe
terms for their zervice, thal it is thair
duty ‘et 1o be ministered wnto, but
ta minster’, We hava no greater
dasira than that lks our Master be-
fare us ‘who went about daing good,
we may, poor and despised as we
are shoulder cur humile share of the
day's burdens amang the many
tasks that confront the nation at the
presant time.”

They were even prepared 1o forgo
theirconcern boteach scriplure, “to
shoulder the day’s burden amaong the
many tzsks that confront the nation
a1 the prasent tme.” They never
claimed any mincrity rights; nordid
they sfipulats tarrms for their senvice,
But thay were preparsd to accept
the restrictions that the government
would imipoge and unconditionally
put themsalves al the service ofthe
nation 'in this. great hour of tnal’, This
was a refarenca to the independenca
miovemmantod our nation

An understanding of the New Man
(Human} congruaus with the parson
of Ghrist, a form of Christian human-
ism, was fundamental to the aduca-
hanal anterphseof the Misslonanes,
Christ I8 undersiood as the prolo-
type of authentic humanify. Authen-
e humanity is understood as fel-
low humanity, life in felowship and
regponsibility to the rast of creation
and feliow human beings. It poinis
lo the lofty goal of faciktating the
growth and transformation of human
belngs into self actualizing baings
who are cepable of exirerme seif-sac-
rifices for the sake "a new haaven
and a new earth”, This humanstc

tradition was st the back cf the lib-
eral arts and science tradifion in
Higher Educatian. According to this
understanding, education iz not an
activity of acquiring knowladge and
storing it but also one of developing
a new human being with faculties,
vision @nd commitment 1o raimesant
and change the exasting realties and
thewarld.

The seli-financing of education iz rat
canly-against this understanding of
tha human but reduces human be-
ings to sekable commedilies in e
job market.

The church, which should have
raised its prophetic voice againat
commercialisation afeducation and
the notion of education as a private
good, Is seen not only fo have al-
lently acquiescad with it, bul 1o be
actively engaged in promating it and
making profit oot of it Tha church
by its active engagament with this
form of educstion 5 proclaiming to
the waorkd that nothing else matiers
except Mammon {tha god of wealth)
and his project and therein nathing
ennobling about human beings.

Whan aur nation |5 threatened by
dwvisiva farces of sectarianism and
religious fanaticlsm, the church by
its claim on minority rights and dif-
ferential treatment for illegitmzate
reasans and thus, putting majarity
communities onadisadvantage, not
onfy justifles those Blegitimate rea-
sons but alss communaiises our
already fractured socisl order A
Christian should be seen a1 this
stata of world histony striving with all
likesminded people for promoting so-
clal justice and equity, communal
harmony, 8 more humanes and sus-
tainable workd order and the integ-
rity of creatian,

The church leadership is compromis-
ing thedr integrity and morzl staburs
and their most suprame apastolc
calfing to bear witness (o the gead
news of the in-breaking of God's rulke

to gel the world and all its relation-
ships right. It is quite abwious 1o &l
pecplein the pew excepl the bish-
cos that cul' madical colleges and
engneering collages ‘sal seas’ |t
iz obvinus to all excapt the Bishops
thatthe entrance axaminations zre
conducted aiter seats have besn
sold, It is obvious to all except the
bishaps that ey anly serve a frac-
tion of the rich in el communities
and the majority of pow stedenis
from thelr own communities ara left
tofand farthemnselves. All know that
these professional colleges havang
roble motiee other thar financial gain
and political and social clout. It is
obvicus b al that these educational
instilutons have no ennobling rola
in tha lives of shudants as they also
gra there a2 investors who expec!
good relunns.

While @il these ara erystal claar o
all and sundry, the kind of public

‘outbursts an minarity rights will only

demaan themsetves and ha Chris-
lar community in general. True
Cheestiars will ahways remain a mi-
ncrity and i is their privilage and joy.
It Iz thair joy to embody the King-
doem yalues of love, justice, peace
ard harmony. Itis their joy to be the
vanguard of a new humanity and
worid order. Itis tha responsibdity of
all trus Christizns to rise up against
the church leadership that iz beni
on acandatising Christ and hismis-
gian in the world. ™
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PERSONALITY

Dr. E. Stanley Jones -
a Pioneer of Indian Mission

Rev. Dr. Varghese Mathai, Kottayam 5

D E. Stanley Jonas an unforgetful
comrade of the Mar Thoma Church
was & pionaer of Indian Mission, as &
popular preacher, spokasman far
peace, racial brotherhood end social
justice He was an emensnd speakar of
the waodd Famous Maramon Comen-
tion for more than half & cenlury. His
themeas of messages In Maraman
Corvention were mainty personal re-
lationship 1o Chrisl, spirtual revival
and growth by the word of God and the
milssion of the church o the sockely.
Maf Thoma Church hag certain per-
cantage of scholarship for theglogical
chudents in Leonesd Thaological Col-
lege, Jabalpur 0 his name. His con-
tributiong to Indian Christian Theology
and for the socio-refigious develop-
mant of the peaple of Indla ara innu:
merabie and praisesoriny.

He was & misssonary to Inda borm in
Maryland, USA, He was gedained 85 @
Wethadist minister and appointed first
to the Lal Bagh English speaking
ehvigeh b Lucknow. Then he wes res
laased to & wider minitry armang tha
English speaking Indians possBEg-
ing Indian cutturs and religion Hs en-
couragement af indian mdepencenie
led to His being barad from the coun-
try far a period by the British authori-
{ies. He was the aulhor of 29 boaks.
This best known books are Theist ot
the Indian Road', ‘Alenment living’,
I Chist et the Round Table', “Christ and
Human Suffering”, “Christ of the Mournt
*Christ of every Road', 'Tha choice
befors ws®, ' Abundant Living' elc.
Evangelist and Preacher

Thig is the centanary year of the mis-
signary visit of Dr. E. Stankay Jones 1o
india. He ceme o Indiz as an Amari-
can Mathodiet missionary in 1807, He
became & traveing evangelist of all
india and wole some baoks, He has
made many mone positve and Indian
cantribisions 1o Christian thought, He

spoke 10 educated indians and insel-
lectuals, He was one of the faw mis-
sionanes of his genarstion who un=
derstond himaelf s having & vooabion
as an evangelist 10 the ntellecluals
Thiz was the pamfod whan most of the
migsionaries are involved with grest
mass movemanis of outcastes and
backwards peoples.

i 1528 ke was ekcled as Bishop Dy
(ve Mathodst Genaral Confarencs bl
he resioned He felt hirmeelf called 1o
e g3 an avangelst (n 1941 he ehifted
his work to Ametica There he worked
for peace betwesn Uinded States and
Japan and sought 1o keep the Unitad
States cad of e war in order to 2ol 25
& mediatar-nation lowards Europe.
i 1925 e published his first bock “The
Chest of the Indian Road’, which s 8
call for Indian Chrstisn Thaology, He
wiabe that India needs Chrigl of the
indian Road and not Christ of the
Galilean Road

Ashrams

He slarted sn ashram 21 Sal Tal in the
foothils of the Himalayas in 1520, The
idea behind this Ashram was for Ind
ans and Torelgners 16 live and work
and siudy and est and drese in 8n
Indianish way. Unless Chrislianity be-
comes mora truly Indian and mora
truly Chrigflan, it will not mova in 10 the
eond of Indiag, Soit s necessay 10 yoke
the Christlan Spirit and the Indian
Spiril. The plongering Christizn
eshraree 21 Trupathur and Pogna had
ctared in the early 18205, He ha™a
baan with Gendhi in the Sakarmath|
pAshram in fhe eerly 19208, The
Kodaikanal Ashram was staried a2 an
pulgrewih of fhe Sat Tal Ashram. In the
Ashrams he friad to produce the in-
dian Spint

He starled many Ashrames in India and
pulzide as Sal Tal Ashram

Cancern for Soclal, Economic and
Poditical Justice
He analyses he gospel as follows:
1, Goad news io the poor-aGonGmi-
cally diginheritad
2. Felessatothe capiives - 1he B0~
cielly amd polaically dsinharited
4. The opening of tha syes of the
biind - the physically disinherited.
4, The setling of libarty to 1he bruised
- the moratly snd spintually disinhec-
ited
& Tha Lord's year of jublles - 3 new
beginning on fhe worldscale
&, TheSpirdof the Lord upon mé - the
dyniamism baberd at,
Concerning the acanornically digin-
hesited, Jones SRYE
1. Thene i o e gensral revolulion
all ghould be aqual in this nenw king-
dam
2 Thare isio ba a palitical revefufon
when peopla stand against injustice
and eeffishriess. H s the working of
tha - spirit of this few kingdom
3. Thare ia to be @ sockal revolufon
- it Is he give open tha gates of life and
apportunity Tor allinstead of ghving privi-
lages besed on bifh, propery gnid
gocial standing
4. Thera is 1o be an econormi revo-
lytion - necesaifias should be provided
far sl before huuries provided for any.
Jenas peadad with Tndian Christians
nal to seek b build up & new comimis
nity but to seak o merge thamsehes
i the fangar life of the nallon.
Jones ook ndia and the gospel wery
serdoaaly and we find in his ideas and
writings many things for an Indlan
Chrigtian Theology. He wriles "Cheist
must be defined as Christ. not the Old
Teataman, no weatem civillzation, not
gwan the aystam bull around him in
the wesl, but Ghnst himself .. 1k st
b the Chirist of thie ndian Road " (D
E. Stanley Jones, The Christ of the In-
dign Rexadt) .
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