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NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

‘Maw Vislon for & Changing World' s an scumenical magaring cwned by Navadarshan Trsd, a publie charitabis trust
ragistered in 1999, The periodical Initially started In 1202 as a bimonthly antitied ‘Wew Vision' with
Prod. Or.Mathew Koshy Punnackad as the editcr and Rev.Prof. K.C. Mathew as the publisher, We got the title,

Mew Viskon for a Changing Waorld, during the registration, and it cama undar Navadarshan Trust. It serves as & forum
for the exchange of wiews and source inspiration for enlightened action, 2006, Mavadarshan Trust reconstiuted tha
editorial board with Most Bevw.DrPhillpose Mar Chrysostom Yaliya Metropolitan as the Patron, Rt.Rey. Sam Mathew

as the Chairman, Prof.Or.Cyriac Thomas as the Hon. Chief Editor and Dr. Mathew Koshy Punnackadu as the Publisher.
With tho demise of Rt Rev. Sam Mathew, Rt Rew.Dr.Thomas Mar Thesthosa bocame the Chairman.
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Have Faith in Your Creator.
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New Vision Quiz - November 2024
Monthly Quiz Contest - Open to All Readers!

Quiz Master: Dr John George Athyal
Prizes: Three winners will be selected, one from each age category. The winners will be notified directly, and their
photographs will be featured in New Vision Magazine. Prizes will be sent directly to the winners.
How to Participate: Submit your answers through the submission link on our website:
WWW.hewwvisionmagazine.org. Or scan the QR Code
We look forward to your participation and wish you the best of luck!

1. Who or what is Bibo in the novel, "The L ord of the Rings?
a) dwarf b) wizard c) hobbit d) troll
2. What isthe nationality of R.L. Stevenson, writer of 'Treasure Island'?
a) Scottish b) Welsh c¢) Irish d) French
3. Who was the first Malayalam poet who appeared on postage stamps?
a) O.N.V. Kurup b) KumaranAsan c) Vallathol d) Ezhuthachan
4. Om Prakash Valmiki's autobiography
a) Mari Hakikat b) Atmakahtha c) En Sarithiram d) Joothan
5. Which constellation is called the Queen of constellations?
a) UrsaMajor b) Leo c) Orion d) Cassiopeia
6.Whereisthe Seaof Tranquillity located?
a) Jupiter b) Moon c) Mars d) Sun
7.What was NASA’s first project?
a) Project Gemini b) Project Mercury c) Appollo d) Skylab
8. Which super predator was the oldest to have ever existed on Earth?
a) Yellow Whale b) Blue Dolphin c) Marine Crocodile d) Marine Cobra
9. Who has been appointed as the first female neutral umpire by the ICC for abilateral series?
a) SueRedfernb) NidaDar c) Shivani Mishrad) Mary Waldron
10. The Chinese philosophical system that emphasizes harmony with nature
a) Taoism b) Mohism c) Confucianism d) Legalism
11. Which Indonesian city was originally named Batavia?
a) Surabaya b) Helvetica ¢) Kremlin d) Jakarta
12. The ancient silk route passed through which desert?
a) Atacama b) Mojave c) Gobi d) Aralkum
13. Who loved thisworld and left Paul for Thessalonica?
a) Barnabas b) Luke c) Demas d) Silas
14. Who is the person Peter records as "my son"?
a) Timothy b) James c) Mark d) Luke
15. Who isthe one clothed in blood?
a) Abel d) Saul c) theWord of God d) the cross
16. Who argued with the devil about the body of Moses?
a) Balaam b) Michael c¢) Gabriel d) Miriam
17. Who is the person who died while the prophet Ezekiel was prophesying?
a) Benaiah b) Pelatiah ¢) Samson d) Oholah
18. Who fell headlong and split in the middle?
a) Saul b) Samuel c) Judas d) John
19. What mountain did Amos say would wither?
a) Carmel b) Zion c) Tabor d) Sinai
20. Who is the general who got out of the chariot and ran away on foot?
a) Sisera b) Jephthah c) Gideon d) Joab
Questionsfrom the October issueof New Vision Magazine
21. Lady who got the woman of the year award in 2007
22. Name of threeladiesresponsible for outstanding leadership quality of Jimmy Carter, 39th President of US
23. Itisjust likeAdani saying, 'Let me have aBPL card. Which article contains this statement?.
24. Your Children are your responsibility. Which article contains this statement
25. The name of thefirst lady who got D.Th from Serampore University?
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TheDivineDance: A Call to Livein Harmony with the Values of L ove,
Justice, Peace, and Compassion

Classical dance, in many cultural and spiritual traditions, is often seen asmorethan just an art form; itis
aphysical manifestation of the rhythm of life and the divine. In this sense, classical dance can be viewed as
aligning with God's will. The precise movements, disciplined practice, and deep connection to music in
classical dance can be viewed as aform of meditation—a way to embody the harmony and order inherent
in creation. When approached with reverence, classical dance becomes a sacred act, reflecting the cosmic
dance that invites us to live in alignment with divine values such as love, justice, peace, and compassion.
Through the dance, one can experience and express the deeper spiritual rhythms that resonate with God's
will and the universe’s natural order.

During my studies at Annamalai University, | visited the Natargja temple in Chidambaram, where |
witnessed the deity of Shivaasdepicted in the danceform known as Nataraja. According to Hindu mythology,
Nataraja dances at the centre of the Universe, with all of the creation moving in harmony with him. In The
Tao of Physics, Fritjof Caprarelates the dance of Natargja to the cosmic dance, highlighting its profound
connection to the rhythms of the universe. Fritjof Capra's‘ The Tao of Physics' draws fascinating parallels
between quantum mechanics and the holistic worldview of Eastern philosophies. Capra’swork revealsthe
deep interconnectedness of the universe, where everything—from atoms and moleculesto starsand gal axies—
participates in a cosmic dance. This dance is a symbolic, rhythmic, dynamic expression of the universe,
moving in adelicate balance. When thisrhythm isin harmony, everything movesin order; when disrupted,
chaos ensues.

In writing this book, | seek to relate the “ dance of nature,” where every element in the universe moves
in harmony with a divine rhythm—a theme that profoundly resonates with Jesus teachings. There is a
profound acknowledgement of theinterconnectedness of all life. Jesus spoke of thelilies of thefield and the
birds of the air, emphasising how they are nurtured by the same divineforce that governsthe entire universe.

The dance, a rhythmic, dynamic expression of the universe itself, is beautiful. Jesus observed and
understood the natural rhythms of life, such as the changing seasons, the cycles of day and night, and the
growth of seeds. These rhythmsreflect amore profound, cosmic order that governsall life, instilling asense
of structure and balance. The concept of the “dance of nature,” where every element in the universe—
gars, planets, plants, animal's, and even humans—movesin harmony with thiscosmic rhythm, istruly inspiring.
Thisdanceisnot random but follows adivine order, which Jesus recogni sed and taught through his parables.

Our religiousimagination sees God as agrave old man with long hair and beard. Our favourite image of
Jesus is hanging on the Cross. Fr.M Amaladoss SJ, in his essay on JESUS THE DANCER, suggests that
the image of Jesusin an Asian context could be that of a dancer. Jyoti Sahi isarenowned Indian Christian
artist, theologian, and writer known for his work that bridges Christian themes with Indian cultural and
spiritual traditions. Sahi has made significant contributionsto theworld of sacred art, focusing onintegrating
Indian aesthetics and Christian iconography. Jyoti Sahi has painted and scul pted many images of the Risen
Christ, such as dancing. He explains that dancing is celebrating the body and discovering a new kind of
freedom that isspirit-filled. The spirits can chain the body, making it aprison. But the spirit of life can liberate
the body and convert it into an instrument of joy. The healed person leapsfor joy, and thisleap into the future
is the essence of dance.

Sara Grant (1922-2002) was a prominent British Roman Catholic nun and theologian known for her
work ininterfaith dialogue, particularly between Christianity and Hinduism. Shewasamember of the Religious
of the Sacred Heart of Mary (RSCM). She spent much of her lifein India, engaging intensely with Indian
philosophy and spirituality. Grant was also known for her involvement in the ashram movement in India,
which sought to create spaces where Christian and Hindu practices could be integrated, fostering a shared
spiritual life. Shelived inthe Christa Prema SevaAshramin Pune, where she practised alife of contemplation,
simplicity, and dialogue with local Hindu scholars and practitioners. Theterm ‘Lord of the Dance’ used by
Sara Grant refersto Natargja— dancing Shiva. But she interpretsit as aname for Jesus, the word incarnate.

If Jesusisadancer, God isalso adancer. Regarding us, God's dance startswith creation. All through the
process of creation, God isplaying. In the Christian context, mainly through the teachings of Jesus, thisidea

Continued on pg 24
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can be explored as an invitation to align with the
divinerhythm that permeatesall of creation. Through
his forty days of life in the wilderness, Jesus came
to deeply understand the rhythm of nature, which
mirrored God's rhythm. He often spoke of this
understanding during hisministry, teaching othersto
observe and learn from the natural world. “Look at
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Consider the lilies of the field and how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin. But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow, isthrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you—you of little faith?” Jesus's
teachings emphasised that for a successful life, one
must follow the rhythm of nature. Living in harmony
with creation, humanity can find true peace and
fulfilment, which is a true reflection of the divine
order established by God.

The Bible contains several referencesto dance,
often associated with joy, celebration, worship, or
even expressing deep emotions. Here are some key
verseswheretheword “dance” ismentioned: “Then
Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’ ssister, took atimbrel
in her hand, and al the women followed her, with
timbrelsand dancing. Miriam sang to them: * Sing to
the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and
driver he has hurled into the sea.” ( Exodus 15:20-
21). “David, wearing alinen ephod, danced before
the Lord with al hismight.” (2 Samuel 6:14).” You
turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my
sackcloth and clothed mewith joy.” (Psalm 30:11).
“Let them praise his name with dancing and make
music to him with timbrel and harp.” (Psalm 149:3).
“Praisehimwithtimbrel and dancing, praisshimwith
the strings and pipe.” (Psalm 150:4). “1 will build
you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will berebuilt.
Again, youwill take up your timbrelsand dancewith
thejoyful.” ( Jeremiah 31:4). “A timetoweep and a

-
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timeto laugh, atimeto mourn and atimeto
dance.” ( Ecclesiastes 3:4). “When Jephthah
returned to hishomein Mizpah, who should
come out to meet him but his daughter,
dancing to the sound of timbrels! She was
anonly child. Except for her, he had neither
son nor daughter.” (Judges 11:34). These
verses highlight how dance is used in the
Bible as an expression of worship, joy, and
celebration. The New Testament does not
mention dance as frequently as the Old
Testament. However, there is one notable
reference. “We played the pipe for you, and
you did not dance; we sang adirge, and you
did not mourn.” (Matthew 11:17, Luke 7:32).
This verse is part of a more significant
passage in which Jesus describes the
peopl€e’s reactions to John the Baptist and
Himself, pointing out that they neither
rejoiced with the good news nor mourned
with the call to repentance. The reference
to dancing hereissymboalic, illustrating alack
of responseto joyful and solemn occasions.

Jesus' parablesoften called hislisteners
to a way of life that resonates with the
kingdom of God—a realm where divine
harmony and balance reign. This can be
understood as an invitation to participatein
the cosmic dance, where nature’s rhythm
and the divine's movement are intimately
connected.

The Kingdom of God as the Divine
Dance:

As Jesus described, the kingdom of God
is not a static place but a dynamic reality
where God'swill isdoneon earth asitisin
heaven. It is a realm where justice, peace,
and love prevail—areflection of the divine
harmony that underlies all creation. This
kingdom can be seen as the ultimate
expression of the cosmic dance, where all
creation movesin sync with thedivinewill.

Jesus' parables often invite listeners to
enter thiskingdom by aligning their liveswith
its values. For example, the parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) teachesthe
importance of compassion and love, which
are essential aspects of participating in the
divine dance. By living according to these
principles, one joins in the rhythm of the
kingdom, contributing to the harmony and
balance it represents.

mJ) Qila¥B canod af) ealwleailes ealuwdad

The spiritual dimension of the cosmic dance invites
individual sto recognisethe divinerhythm that underliesall
of creation and to align their lives with it. Jesus parables
and teachings often point toward this divine dance,
encouraging hisfollowersto livein harmony withthekingdom
of God. By participating in the rhythms of nature and
embracing the spiritual practicesthat attune usto thedivine,
we can join in this cosmic dance, experiencing the fullness
of life that comes from being in sync with the Creator.

Jesus' invitation to enter the kingdom of God is an
invitationtojointhedivinedance—acall toliveinaignment
withthevaluesof love, justice, peace, and compassion. This
kingdom is not a distant reality but a present possibility,
accessibleto those who chooseto livein harmony with God's
will. By observing and participating in the natural rhythms
around us, we can draw closer to this kingdom. Whether
through acts of kindness, caring for the earth, or simply being
present in the moment, these small actions are stepsin the
danceof life, bringing uscloser to communionwiththedivine.

Embrace the invitation to join the dance and discover
the profound peace and joy of living in rhythm with the
universe.

Introduction of the book ‘Dance with God for a
Sustainable World’, written by Dr. Mathew Koshy
Punnackadu and Dr. Anne Susan Koshy, which will be
released shortly
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FOR A CHANGING WORLD

The First Memorial Service for Rev. Dr. Jacob Verghis, former Principal of Kerala United Theological Seminary
(KUTS), Trivandrum, was held on October 6th, 2024, at the Centenary Hall of Christ Churzh, Trivandrum. The sarvice
was presided over by Bishop Dr. Malayil Sabu Keshy Cherian, with a moving memorial address delivered by Rev., Dr.

David Joy. During the ceremony, a significant moment unfelded as Bishop Dr Cherian released a book on Baptism
aaﬂmml n:,riha late Rev, Or Jacob F&mlﬂm muﬂng his enduring legacy in ﬂmrnginl snhnhnnlp.
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