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NEW VISION FOR A CHANGING WORLD

‘Mew Vislan for a Changing Warld® s an ecumanical magazine cwnad by Mavadershan Trust, & publie charitabla trust
registerad in 13%9. The pericdical initially siarted in 1952 a5 a bimonthly entitled "Haw Vision® with
Prof, Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackad as the sditor and Rev,Prof. K.C. Mathew &5 the publisher, Wa got the title,

Hew Vision for a Changing World, during the regisiration, and it came under Havadarshan Trust, i serves as a forum
for the exchange of views and source inspiration for enlightened action, 2008, Mavadarshan Trust reconstituted the
editorial board with Most Rev.Dr.Philipose Mar Chrysostom Valiya Metropolitan as the Patron, Rt Rey. Sam Mathew

ag the Chaimman, Prof.Dr.Cyriac Thamas ag the Hono Chief Editor and Dr. Mathaw Koghy Pennsckadu ag fthe Publishar.

With the demise of Rt Rev.Bam Mathew, Rt Rev.Or.Thomas Mar Thesthose became the Chairman.
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Dr John Kurien

In recent years, we have not only heard about
environmental problems but have begun
experiencing them firsthand. Drought and water
scarcity have become pressing issues in Keraa,
blessed with abundant rain and rivers. What seemed
unthinkable a decade ago is now a reality,
particularly in urban areas. Similarly, wood, once
plentiful in Keralafor constructing homesand places
of worship, is now scarce due to rampant
deforestation. Marine fish, a staple of the Kerala
diet, isin short supply, and inland fish stocks face
mysterious diseases. Rivers are polluted by
agricultural, industrial, and human waste, while our
citieschoke on automobile emissionsand arelittered
with non-biodegradable waste.

On a global level, the Earth Summit at Rio
emphasised the urgency of environmental issues,
highlighting that these problemsareintrinsically tied
to the devel opment process. Environmental damage
was dismissed as the cost of progress, but now we
question whether our current devel opment patterns
aresustainable. Discussionson environmenta issues
must always consider their deep interrelation with
development.

Thisarticleaimsto highlight four |esser-discussed
facets of environmental problems within
development’s socio-economic and political
contexts. The Christian responseto these challenges
must aignwith our commitment to just, participatory,
and sustainabl e devel opment.

Neglecting Nature's Capital

Development relieson theinteraction of threeforms
of capital: Nature Capital, Human Capital, and
Human-made Capital. Nature Capital encompasses
the earth’sresources—land, sea, and atmosphere—
giftsfrom the Creator. Human Capital includes our
physical, mental, and spiritual achievements, while
Human-made Capital refers to technology and
institutions.

Modern development, particularly its Western
variant, often treats Nature Capital as expendable.
Economics regards natural resources as
substitutable by human-made solutions. For instance:
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND
OUR CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

(Dr John Kurien is a reflective practitioner who has worked with coastal
communities and ocean issues worldwide for over five decades. He was also a
Professor at the Centre for Development Sudies, Trivandrum, and Azim Premyji
University. This summarises a talk delivered at the Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam
of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar on September 9, 1992. He delivered
this talk as per the invitation of the late Rt.Rev.Dr Thomas Mar Athanasius
Suffragan Metropolitan. Editor)

¢ Agriculturereliesonfertilizers, pesticides,
and machinery but neglects soil quality and
groundwater limits.
¢ Fisheriesprioritize bigger netsand trawlers
over maintaining marine ecosystems.
¢ Forestry reduces forests to timber while
ignoring their role in the water cycle and
carbon sequestration.
¢ Industry focuses on manufacturing
commoditieswithout accounting for resource
depletion or pollution.
Viewing nature as merely a“tap” for resources and
a “sink” for waste has disastrous consequences,
especially for developing countries. These nations
depend heavily on natural resources for food,
employment, and foreign exchange, yet their
economic systemsfail to account for the degradation
of Nature Capital. While national incomes may rise,
the natural wealth that sustainslivelihoods dwindles.
Christians must recognise that Nature's Capita is
God'shandiwork. Exploiting creation without careis
afailure of our stewardship responsibilities.
Human Relationships and Environmental
Exploitation
The exploitation of nature mirrorsthe exploitation of
humans. Historically, the capitalist system, shaped
significantly by Christian values, treated nature as
subservient to humanity. In hisessay “The Historical
Rootsof our Ecological Crisis,” Lynn Whiteattributes
thisto the Judeo-Christian notion of human dominion
over nature.
In contrast, many Eastern religions and indigenous
communities regard nature as sacred, fostering
respectful relationships with the environment and
among people. These communities often exhibit
greater social equality and collective care systems.
When modern development disrupts these
communities, inequality emerges, leading to both
human and environmental exploitation. Addressing
socio-economic inequalities is central to resolving
environmental problems. Christians, committed to
justice and equality, must integrate these concerns

into their mission.
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The Global
Problems
Environmental challenges often have global
dimensions, though they are deceptively framed as
local issues. For instance:
¢ Desertification in the Sahel: Colonial
powersforced changesin cropping patterns,
prioritizing exportslike cotton and groundnuts
over local food security. This led to soil
erosion and famine, with devastating long-
term conseguences.
¢ Overfishing in Kerala: The demand for
prawnsin global markets drove the adoption
of destructive trawling practices, depleting
fish stocks and damaging marine ecosystems.
¢ Deforestation in Brazil: The destruction of
the Amazon is linked to cattle ranching for
cheap beef exports, fueling global fast-food
chains.
Such problems are rooted in developed nations'
consumption patterns and devel oping countries’ debt-
driven economies. The mantra“Think Globally, Act
Locally” falls short; we must think and act at both
levels. Aspart of agloba community, Christiansshould
advocate for equitable solutions that address these
interconnected challenges.
Beyond Population Growth
While population growth is often blamed for
environmental degradation, this narrative
oversimplifiestheissue. The consumption habits of a

Linkages of Environmental

small percentage of the global population have a
disproportionately largeimpact. For example:
¢ The ecological footprint of a single
individual in a developed country far
exceeds that of someone in a developing
nation.
¢ Industrialized agriculture, consumerism,
and waste generation in wealthy nations
exacerbate environmental harm far more
than population growth in poorer regions.
Christians must challenge this rhetoric and focus
on promoting sustainable lifestylesthat reflect our
commitment to equity and care for creation.
A Christian Call to Action
Environmental problemsdemand aholistic response
rooted injustice, community, and sustainability. As
stewards of God'’s creation, Christians are called
to:
¢ Advocate for policies that integrate
environmental carewith social equity.
¢ Support sustainable devel opment practices
that prioritise Nature Capital.
¢ Engage in global and local efforts to
address interconnected challenges.
¢ Foster a theology of creation that
emphasises care, respect, and
responsi bility.
By addressing environmental issuesthrough these
lenses, we honour God's creation and uphold our
commitment to ajust and sustainableworld for all.

|nvitation to Feature Your Institution's
Best Practicesin New Vision Magazine

New Visionisaglobally-read ecumenica magazine committed to sharing inspiring and impactful
stories from institutions and churches worldwide. We are pleased to announce a new column titled
"Best Practices of Your Institution or Church”, where we aim to spotlight the unique and exemplary
practicesthat positively impact children, congregations, and the broader community.Weinvite you to
contribute an article (maximum 500 words) highlighting the best practicesimplemented in your institu-
tion. You may write in either Malayalam or English. For Malayalam articles. Please use Google or
Kuttipencil typing tools. For English articles. Submit in aWord document format.

Why Contribute to New Vision?

New Vision reaches over 20,000 readers worldwide. Our website, New Vision for a Chang-
ing World, attracts 50-70 readers daily globally. The magazine is available in public libraries across
Kerala, theological colleges, secular colleges, and with al Bishops. Asthe only magazinefrom Kerala
with such awide, inclusive readership, your write-up will have a far-reaching impact across various
communities and faiths. We also encourage you to include photographs of your institution and key
leaders initiating these programs. As atoken of our appreciation, we will send you a complimentary
copy of the issue featuring your contribution. Please send your articles and photographs viaemail to
newvisionmagazine@gmail.com. If you need any clarification or assistance, do not hesitate to reach
out. We look forward to showcasing your valuable work and inspiring othersto follow your lead.
Editor
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Unlike machine programming, Allow Undefined
Variables and Unconditional Considerationsin your
family Life.

mj3 Q&M 61000 og) erilsoies snuda



2025 eemgmril

WHAT IS BIRTHDAY FUND?
WHY IS IT SPECIAL?

Prof. Mathew C. Ninan, Director, Little Rock Indian School , Brahmavar, Udupi Dist

| 1

.
= 4]

| am writing this at the invitation of the Editor of NEW VISION. | have been a regular
magazine reader for a few years now. The magazine has a unique place for the sheer depth
and breadth of itstopics. My attachment to the magazine has another dimension: an emotional
connection with its Founder, Rev. K.C. Mathew, my principal at Bishop Moore College,
Mavelikara, way back in 1965-70 during my collegiate life. Achen has left an indelible
impression on my life. | have many reasonsfor this, which can be a topic for alater occasion.

A 7 L et me now dwell on the
topic of BIRTHDAY
FUND.

LittleRock Indian School issituated in the Udupi
Dist of Karnataka, inarural environment. Founded
in 1982, it was the first CBSE School in Coastal
Karnataka. My father-in-law, Dr. C. T. Abraham
(formerly a professor at Peet Memoria Training
College, Mavelikara), isthe Founder of Little Rock.

ThelateDr. C.T. Abrahamwasavisionary with
indomitable courage and extraordinary conviction,
aided by hisunshakeablefaithin God. A missionary
with a zeal for social service, which to him was
faithin action, he founded afew institutionson this
campus, the most prominent being the Little Rock
Indian School. The School has nearly 4000 students,
over 180 teachers, and another 200 supporting staff.

Little Rock wasranked No. 7 in the country by
IIRF (India Institutional Ranking Framework) in
2024. Several surveys have named the School
among thetop schoolsinthe country. It’sto be noted
that Little Rock isthe only rural school among the
top 50 schoolsidentified by |IRF.

Our Founder used to characterise Little Rock
as a School with a difference. One of the
differencesisinitiativessuch asthe LITTLE ROCK
BIRTHDAY FUND. Its genesisiis as follows.

During the school’s early years, Dr. Abraham
noticed that children brought chocolates and
distributed them at School on their birthdays. He
noticed that while children from well-to-do families
could happily do this, the children from ordinary
familieswereforced to follow the others’ example
much against their will or capacity. He soon realised
that this practice took atoll on the poor parents.

He wanted to do something about this. He had
a brainwave: We should ask children not to bring
chocolates or sweets but allow them to celebrate
their birthdays more meaningfully.
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He suggested that children
bring asmall amount of money
tothe Birthday Fund, whichwe
would use to help the needy
and support humanitarian—
charitable organisations.

This is purely voluntary;
there is no compulsion of any
kind. The children who
contribute will receive a
birthday card signed by the
principal.

Since itsinception some three decades ago, both
children and staff have contributed to thisfund, which
is used to help the needy. We support the medical
needs of deserving people onthe campus, the higher
education of children, staff, and even the public on
the recommendation of known peoplein society. We
support many organisationsinvolved in humanitarian
work, like Orphanages, Homes for the Aged,
Hospices, Old-Age Homes, etc.

UNICEF, Kidney Federation of India, Helpage
India, Cheshire Homes, and Indian Foot and M outh
Painting Artists are some of the organisations that
recelve a Christmas—New Year Gift of Rs 10,000
to Rs 30,000 yearly from us, depending on the
availability of funds. The total amount involved
annually isaround Rs 6-8 lakhs.

What a meaningful idea! A few schools have
followed our initiative, which we appreciate. More
schoolscan do this. It will not hurt anyone but will be
a great blessing to the children who give and the
people who receive.

Through the Birthday Fund, we inculcate the
virtues of serviceand compassionin children and let
them experience thejoy of giving.

Mother Teresa said, The person who gives with
asmileisthebest giver because God lovesacheerful

giver”.

Dr.C T Abraham
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L etter to the Editor

| am immensely pleased
to hear from Dr. Mathew
Kaoshy that our contribution
has reached NEW VISION
at a critical juncture when
the magazine is going
through afinancia crisis.

| sincerely hope and
pray that the magazine
founded by a man with agolden heart like Rev.
K.C. Mathew Achen will continue to illuminate
knowledge and wisdom in Keralaand elsewhere.

| hope and pray that readers and wishers of
NEW VISION and its Founder, Rev. K.C.
Mathew, will stand by the magazine and enable
it to spread the message of peace and goodwill
inthe community.

Let me wish the team at New Vision and its
readersaMerry Christmas and awonderful New
Year!

Prof. Mathew C. Ninan
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